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Tranfa£fions  at  Otaheite,  and  the  Society 
I (lands ; and  Profecution  of  the  Voyage 
to  the  Coaft  of  North  America. 

CHAP.  I. 

Ah  Eclipfe  of  the  Moon  obferved. — The  If  and  Toobouai  difco- 
vcred. — Its  Situation,  Extent,  and  Appearance. — Inter  - 
courfe  with  its  Inhabitants, — Their  Perfons,  Drejfes,  and 
Canoes,  defcribed. — Arrival  in  Oheitepeha  Bay  at  Ota- 
heite.— Omai's  Reception,  and  imprudent  ConduSl. — Ac- 
count of  Spanifo  Ships  twice  vifting  the  If  and. — Inter- 
view with  the  Chief  of  this  DifriEl. — The  Olla,  or  God,  of 
Bolabola. — A mad  Prophet. — Arrival  in  Matavai  Bay. 

HAVING,  as  before  related*,  taken  our  final  leave  i77;. 

of  the  Friendly  Iflands,  I now  refume  my  narra-  ■ 1 “lr'  . 
tive  of  the  voyage.  In  the  evening  of  the  17th  Thurfdayi?. 
of  July,  at  eight  o’clock,  the  body  of  Eaoo  bore  North  Fail 
by  North,  diftant  three  or  four  leagues.  The  wind  was  now 
• Sec  the  conclufion  of  Chap,  IX.  Book  II. 
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’”7'  at  Eaft,  and  blew  a frefh  gale.  With'it  I flood  to  the  South, 
F 'J  l13^  an  ^10ur  Pa^  o’clock  the  next  morning,  when 

a fudden  fquall,  from  the  fame  direction,  took  our  fliip 
aback ; and,  before  the  fhips  could  be  trimmed,  on  the 
other  tack,  the  main-fail  and  the  top-gallant  fails  were 
much  torn. 

The  wind  kept  between  the  South  Weft,  and  South  Eaft, 
Saturday  19.  on  the  19th  and  aoth } afterward,  it  veered  to  the  Eaft, 
Sunday  ao.  North  Eaft,  and  North.  The  night  between  the  20th  and 
Monday ai.  2 1 ft,  an  eclipfe  of  the  moon  was  obferved  as  follows;  be- 
ing then  in  the  latitude  of  23°  S7i'  South, 


Apparent  time,  A.  M. 

H.  M.  S. 

Beginning,  by  Mr.  King,  at  o 32  50 1 

Mr.  Bligh.at  o 33  25  [Mean  long.  1 86*  57!'. 
Myfelf,  at  o 33  35) 


End,  by  Mr.  King,  at  1 4+  56 1 
Mr.  Bligh.at  1 44 
Myfelf,  at  1 44  56  J 


Mean  long.  186°  28^'. 
Time  keep.  1 86’  38  j'. 


The  latitude  and  longitude  are  thofe  of  the  fhip,  at  S"  56* 
A.  M.  being  the  time  when  the  fun’s  altitude  was  taken  for 
finding  the  apparent  time.  At  the  beginning  of  the  eclipfe, 
the  moctn  was  in  the  zenith ; fo  that  it  was  found  mod  con- 
venient to  make  ufe  of  the  fextants ; and  to  make  the  ob- 
fet vations  by  the  reflected  image,  which  was  brought  down 
to  a convenient  altitude.  The  fame  was  done  at  the  end; 
except  by  Mr.  King,  who  obferved  with  a night  telefcope. 
Although  the  greateft  difference  between  our  fevcral  ob- 
fervations,  is  no  more  than  fifty  fcconds,  it,  ncverthelels, 
appeared  to  me,  that  two  obfervers  might  differ  more  than 
double  that  time,  in  both  the  beginning  and  end.  And, 
8 though 
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though  the  times  are  noted  to  fcconds,  no  fuch  accuracy  *W7- 

was  pretended  to.  The  odd  fcconds,  fet  down  above,  arofe  •<—*. 

by  reducing  the  time,  as  given  by  the  watch,  to  apparent  time. 

I continued  to  ftretch  to  the  Eaft  South  Eaft,  with  the  wind  Monday 
at  North  Eaft  and  North,  without  meeting  with  any  thing 
worthy  of  note,  till  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  29th;  Toetday  19, 
when  we  had  a fudden  and  very  heavy  fquall  of  wind  from 
the  North.  At  this  time,  we  were  under  Angle  reefed  top- 
fails,  courfes,  and  ftay-fails.  Two  of  the  latter  were  blown 
to  pieces  ; and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  we  faved  the  other 
fails.  After  this  fquall,  we  obferved  fcvcral  lights  moving 
about  on  board  the  Difeoverv ; by  which  we  concluded, 
that  fomething  had  given  way  ; and,  the  next  morning,  we  wednef.  30. 
faw  that  her  main-top-maft  had  been  loft.  Doth  wind  and 
weather  continued  very  unfettled  till  noon,  this  day,  when 
the  latter  cleared  up,  and  the  former  fettled  in  the  North  Weft 
quarter.  At  this  time,  we  were  in  the  latitude  of  28’  6' 

South,  and  our  longitude  was  198'  23'  Eaft.  Here  we  faw 
fome  pintado  birds,  being  the  firft  fincc  we  left  the  land. 

On  the  31ft,  at  noon.  Captain  Clerke  made  a ftgnal  to  ThurHayjt. 
fpcak  with  me.  By  the  return  of  the  boat,  which  I fent  on 
board  his  fhip,  he  informed  me,  that  the  head  of  the  main- 
maft  had  been  juft  difeovered  to  be  fprung,  in  fuch  a man- 
ner, as  to  render  the  rigging  of  another  top  mail  very  dan- 
gerous; and  that,  therefore,  he  mull  rig  fomething  lighter 
in  its  place.  He  alfo  informed  me,  that  he  had  loft  his 
main-top-gallant-yard  ; and  that  he  neither  had  another, 
nor  a fpar  to  make  one,  on  board.  The  Refolution’s  fpri't- 
fail  top-fail-yard,  which  l fent  him,  fupplied  this  want.  The  A# 
next  day,  he  got  up  a jury  top-maft,  on  which  he  fet  a mizeri-  Friu>? 
top- fail;  and  this  enabled  him  to  keep  way  with  the  Rcfolu- 
tion. 
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•777-  The  wind  was  fixed  in  the  Wcftern  board  : that  is,  from 

Aagim. 

— i the  North,  round  by  the  Weft  to  South,  and  I fleered  Eaft 
North  Eaft,  and  North  Eaft,  without  meeting  with  any  tiling 
Ti'My  8.  remarkable,  till  eleven  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  8ch 
of  Auguft,  when  land  was  feen,  bearing  North  North  Eaft, 
nine  or  ten  leagues  diftant.  At  firft,  it  appeared  in  detached 
hills,  like  fo  many  feparate  ifiands;  but,  as  we  drew  nearer, 
we  found,  that  they  were  all  connected,  and  belonged  to 
one  and  the  fame  iftand.  I fleered  diredtly  for  it,  with  a 
fine  gale  at  South  Eaft  by  South;  and,  achalf  paft  fix  o'clock, 
in  the  afternoon,  it  extended  from  North  by  Eaft,  to  North 
North  Eaft  4 Eaft,  diftant  three  or  four  leagues. 

The  night  was  fpent  {landing  off  and  on ; and,  at  day- 
SacarJay  9.  break,  the  next  morning,  I fleered  for  the  North  Weft,  or 
lee  fide,  of  the  ifland ; and,  as  we  flood  round  its  South  or 
South  Weft  part,  we  faw  it  every  where  guarded  by  a 
reef  of  coral  rock,  extending,  in  fomc  places,  a full  mile 
from  the  land,  and  a high  furf  breaking  upon  it.  Some 
thought  that  they  faw  land  to  the  Southward  of  this  ifland  ; 
but,  as  that  was  to  the  windward,  it  was  left  undetermined. 
As  we  drew  near,  we  faw  people  on  feveral  parts  of  the 
coaft,  walking,  or  running  along  fhore;  and,  in  a little 
time,  after  we  had  reached  the  lee-fide  of  the  ifland,  we 
faw  them  launch  two  canoes,  into  which  above  a dozen 
men  got,  and  paddled  toward  us. 

I now  fliortened  fail,  as  well  to  give  thefe  canoes  time  to 
come  up  with  us,  as  to  found  for  anchorage.  At  the  diftance 
of  about  half  a mile  from  the  reef,  we  found  from  forty 
to  thirty-five  fathoms  water,  over  a bottom  of  fine  fand. 
Nearer  in,  the  bottom  was  ftrewed  with  coral  rocks.  The 
canoes  having  advanced  to  about  the  diftance  of  a piilol- 

fllOv 
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(hot  from  the  (hip,  there  (lopped.  Omai  was  employed,  as  ^777^ 
he  ufually  had  been  on  fuch  cccafions,  to  ule  all  his  clo-  < — v — 
quence  to  prevail  upon  the  men  in  them  to  come  nearer  •, 
but  no  intreaties  could  induce  them  to  truft  themfclvcs 
within  our  reach.  They  kept  eagerly  pointing  to  the  lliore, 
with  their  paddles,  and  calling  to  us  to  go  thither ; and  fe- 
veral  of  their  countrymen,  who  flood  upon  the  beach,  held 
up  fomething  white,  which  we  confidercd  alfo  as  an  invita- 
tion to  land.  We  could  very  well  have  done  'this,  as  there 
was  good  anchorage  without  the  reef,  and  a break  or  open- 
ing in  it,  from  whence  the  canoes  had  come  out,  which  had 
no  furf  upon  it,-and  where,  if  there  was  not  water  for  the 
(hips,  there  was  more  titan  fuflicient  for  the  boats.  But  I 
did  not  think  proper  to  rifle  lofing  the  advantage  of  a fair 
wind,  for  the  fake  of  examining  an  illand,  that  appeared  to 
be  of  little  confcquence.  We  flood  in  no  need  of  refrefh- 
ments,  if  I had  been  lure  of  meeting  with  them  there  ; and 
having  already  been  fo  unexpectedly  delayed  in  my  pro- 
grefs  to  the  Society  Blands,  1 was  delirous  of  avoiding  every 
poflibility  of  farther  retardment.  For  this  reafon,  after 
making  fevcral  unfuccefsful  attempts  to  induce  thefc  people 
to  come  along-(idc,  I made  fail  to  the  North,  and  left  them ; 
but  not  without  getting  from  them,  during  their  vicinity  to 
our  (hip,  the  name  of  their  ifland,  which  they  called  Too- 
bouai. 

It  is  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  23*  2/,  South  ; and  in  210“ 

37',  Eaft  longitude.  Its  greateft  extent,  in  any  dirciflion, 
cxcluftvextf  the  reef,  is  not  above  five  or  fix  miles.  On  the 
North  Weft  fide,  the  reef  appeals  in  detached  pieces,  be- 
tween which,  the  fea  feems  to  break  upon  the  (hotc.  Small 
as  the  ifland  is,  there  are  hills  in  it  of  a confidcrable  eleva- 
tion. At  the  foot  of  the  hills,  is  a narrow  border  of  flat 
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fame  kind ; but  he,  afterward,  converted  it  into  a kind  of  A»w 
mulical  inftrument,  perpetually  repeating  two  or  three  \ — t— ~t 
notes,  with  the  fame  ftrength.  What  the  blowing  the 
conch  portended,  I cannot  fay;  but  I never  found  it  the 
racfTenger  of  peace. 

Their  canoes  appeared  to  be  about  thirty  feet  long,  and 
two  feet  above  the  furfacc  of  the  water,  as  they  floated. 

The  fore  part  projected  a little,  and  had  a notch  cut  acrofs, 
as  if  intended  to  reprefent  the  mouth  of  fome  animal.  The 
after-part  rofe,  with  a gentle  curve,  to  the  height  of  two  or 
three  feet,  turning  gradually  fmaller,  and,  as  well  as  the 
upper  part  of  the  fides,  was  carved  all  over.  The  reft  of 
the  fides,  which  were  perpendicular,  were  curioufly  incruft- 
ated  with  flat  white  Ihells,  difpofed  nearly  in  poncentric 
femicircles,  with  the  curve  upward.  One  of  the  canoes 
carried  feven,  and  the  other  eight  men  ; and  they  were 
managed  with  fmall  paddles,  whofe  blades  were  nearly 
round.  Each  of  them  had  a pretty  long  outrigger;  and 
they  fometimes  paddled,  with  the  two'  oppofite  fides  to- 
gether fo  clofe,  that  they  feemed  to  be  one  boat  with  two 
outriggers ; the  rowers,  turning  their  faces  occafionally  to 
the  ftern,  and  pulling  that  way,  without  paddling  the  ca- 
noes round.  When  they  faw  us  determined  to  leave  them, 
they  flood  up  in  their  canoes,  and  repeated  fomething,  very 
loudly,  in  concert ; but  we  could  not  tell,  whether  this  was 
meant  as  a mark  of  their  fricndlhip  or  enmity.  It  is  cer- 
jain,  however,  that  they  had  no  weapons  with  them ; nor 
could  we  perceive,  with  our  glallcs,  that  thofe  on  11  tore  had 
any.  . 

After  leaving  this  illand,  from  the  difeovery  of  which, 
future  navigators  may  poflibly  derive  fome  advantage,  I 
fleered  to  the  North,  with  a frefli  gale  at  Eaft  by  South,  and, 

at 
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a'777j  at  day- break,  in  the  morning  of  the  12th,  we  faw  the  ifland 

‘ — ' of  Maitea.  Soon  after,  Otahcitc  made  its  appearance  ; and, 

TutfJnv  u.  at  noorli  jt  extcn(]cd  from  South  Weft  by  Weft,  to  Weft  North 
Weft ; the  point  of  Ohcitcpeha  Bay  bearing  Weft,  about 
four  leagues  diftant.  I fleered  for  this  bay,  intending  to 
anchor  thdre,  in  order  to  draw  what  refrdhments  I could 
from  the  South  Eaft  part  of  the  ifland,  before  I went  down 
to  Matavai ; from  the  neighbourhood  of  which  ftation  I ex- 
petted  my  principal  fupply.  We  had  a frcfli  gale  Eaftcrly, 
till  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon ; when,  being  about  a 
league  from  the  bay,  the  wind  fuddenly  died  away,  and 
was  fuccecded  by  baffling,  light  airs,  from  every  diretftion, 
and  calms,  by  turns.  This  lafted  about  two  hours.  Then 
we  had  fudden  fqualls,  with  rain,  from  the  Eaft.  Thcfe 
carried  us  before  the  bay,  where  we  got  a breeze  from  the 
land,  and  attempted,  in  vain,  to  work  in,  to  gain  the  an- 
choring-place. So  that,  at  laft,  about  nine  o’clock,  we 
were  obliged  to  ftand  out,  and  to  fpend  the  night  at  fea. 

When  we  firft  drew  near  the  ifland,  feveral  canoes  came 
ofF  to  the  fhip,  each  conducted  by  two  or  three  men.  Bur, 
as  they  were  common  fellows,  Omai  took  no  particular  no- 
tice of  them,  nor  they  of  him.  They  did  nor,  even,  feem 
to  perceive,  that  he  was  one  of  their  countrymen,  although 
they  converfed  with  him  for  fome  time.  At  length,  a Chief, 
whom  1 had  known  before,  named  Ootee,  and  Omai's  bro- 
ther-in-law, who  chanced  to  be  now  at  this  corner  of  the 
ifland,  and  three  or  four  more  perfon*,  all  of  whom  knew 
Omai,  before  he  embarked  with  Captain  Furneaux,  came 
on  board.  Yet  there  was  nothing  either  tender  or  ftriking 
in  their  meeting.  On  the  contrary,  there  feemed  to  be  a 
perfeft  indifference  on  both  Cdes,  till  Omai,  having  taken 
liis  brother  down  into  the  cabin,  opened  the  drawer  where 
6 he 
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he  kept  his  red  feathers,  and  gave  him  a few.  This  being  w- 
prefently  known,  amongft  the  reft  of  the  natives  upon  deck,  ' — -v— i » 
the  face  of  affairs  was  intirely  turned,  and  Ootee,  who 
would  hardly  fpcak  to  Otnai  before,  now  begged,  that  they 
might  be  tayos *,  and  exchange  names.  Omai  accepted  of 
the  honour,  and  confirmed  it  with  a prefent  of  red  feathers ; 
and  Ootee,  by  way  of  return,  fent  afhore  for  a hog.  But  it 
was  evident  to  every  one  of  us,  that  it  was  not  the  man,  but 
his  property,  they  were  in  love  with.  Had  he  not  fhewn  to 
them  his  treafurc  of  red  feathers,  which  is  the  commodity 
in  greatefl  eftimation  at  the  ifland,  I quell  ion  much  whether 
they  would  have  bellowed  even  a cocoa-nut  upon  him. 

Such  was  Omai’s  firft  reception  amongft  his  countrymen.  I 
own,  I never  expected  it  would  be  otherwife ; but,  Hill,  I 
was  in  hopes,  that  the  valuable  cargo  of  prefents,  with 
which  the  liberality  of  his  friends  in  England  had  loaded 
him,  would  be  the  means  of  railing  him  into  confequence, 
and  of  making  him  refpe&ed,  and  even  courted,  by  the  firft 
perfons  throughout  the  extent  of  the  Society  iflands.  This 
could  not  but  have  happened,  had  he  conducted  himfclf 
with  any  degree  of  prudence.  But,  inflead  of  it,  I am  forty 
to  fay,  that  he  paid  too  little  regard  to  the  repeated  advice  of 
thofe  who  wilhed  him  well,  and  fuffered  himfclf  to  be 
duped  by  every  dcftgning  knave. 

From  the  natives  who  came  off  to  us,  in  thecourfc  of  this 
day,  we  learnt,  that  two  fhips  had  twice  been  in  Oheitepeha 
Bay,  ftnee  my  laft  vifit  to  this  ifland  in  1774,  and  that  they  had 
left  animals  there,  fuch  as  we  had  on  board.  But,  on  far- 
ther inquiry,  we  found,  they  were  only  hogs,  dogs,  goats, 
one  bull,  and  the  male  of  fome  other  animal,  which,  from 

1 t ji 
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A^juft  imperfect  defcriprion  now  given  us,  we  could  not  find  out. 

<■  — — » They  told  us,  that  thefe  (hips  had  come  from  a place  called 
Recma  ; by  which  we  guefled,  that  Lima,  the  capital  of  Peru, 
was  meant,  and  that  thefe  late  vifiters  were  Spaniards.  We 
were  informed,  that  the  firft  time  they  came,  they  built  a 
houfe,  and  left  four  men  behind  thefn,  viz.  two  priefts,  a 
boy  or  fervant,  and  a fourth  perfon,  called  Mateema,  who 
was  much  fpoken  of  at  this  time;  carrying  away  with  them, 
when  they  failed,  four  of  the  natives;  that,  in  about  ten 
months,  the  fame  two  (hips  returned,  bringing  back  two  of 
the  iflanders,  the  other  two  having  died  at  Lima ; and  thar, 
after  a fhort  flay,  they  took  away  their  own  people;  but 
that  the  houfe,  which  they  had  built,  was  left  (landing. 

The  important  news,  of  red  feathers  being  on  board  our 
fhips,  having  been  conveyed  on  (hore  by  Omai’s  friends, 
Wtdiicr.  ij.  day  had  no  fooner  begun  to  break,  next  morning,  than  we 
were  furrounded  by  a multitude  of  canoes,  crowded  with 
people,  bringing  hogs  and  fruits  to  market.  At  firft,  a 
quantity  of  feathers,  not  greater  than  what  might  be  got 
from  a tom-tit,  would  purchafe  a hog,  of  forty  or  fifty 
pounds  weight.  But,  as  almoft  every  body  in  the  (hips  was 
poflefled  of  fomc  of  this  precious  article  of  trade,  it  fell,  in 
its  value,  above  five  hundred  per  cent,  before  night.  How- 
r ever,  even  then,  the  balance  was  much  in  our  favou* ; 

and  red  feathers  continued  to  preferve  their  fuperiority 
over  every  other  commodity.  Some  of  the  natives  would 
not  part  with  a hog,  unlefs  they  received  an  axe  in  ex- 
change ; but  nails,  and  beads,  and  other  trinkets,  which, 
during  our  former  voyages,  had  fo  great  a run  at  this  ifland, 
were  now  fo  much  defpifed,  that  few  would  deign  fo  much 
as  to  look  at  them. 

There 
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There  being  but  little  wind  all  the  morning,  it  was  nine 

o’clock  before  we  could  get  to  an  anchor  in  the  bay  j where  \ -t — • 

we  moored  with  the  two  bowers.  Soon  after  we  had  an- 
chored, Omai’s  lifter  came  on  board  to  fee  him.  I was 
happy  to  obferve,  that,  much  to  the  honour  of  them  both, 
their  meeting  was  marked  with  expreflions  of  the  tendered 
aflettion,  ealier  to  be  conceived  than  to  be  deferibed. 

This  moving  feene  "having  clofed,  and  the  fhip  being  pro- 
perly moored,  Omai  and  I went  afliore.  My  firft  objedt  was 
to  pay  a vifit  to  a man  whom  my  friend  reprefented  as  a 
very  extraordinary  perfonage  indeed,  for  he  faid,  that  he 
was  the  god  of  Bolabola.  We  found  him  feated  under  one  of 
thofe  frnall  awnings,  which  they  ufually  carry  in  their  larger 
canoes.  He  was  an  elderly  man,  and  had  loft  the  ufe  of  his 
limbs ; fo  that  he  was  carried  from  place  to  place  upon  a hand- 
barrow.  Some  called  him  Olla,  or  Orra,  which  is  the  name  of 
the  god  of  Bolabola ; but  his  own  proper  name  was  Etary. 

From  Omai’s  account  of  this  perfon,  1 expedted  to  have  feen 
lome  religious  adoration  paid  to  him.  But,  excepting  fome 
young  plantain  trees  that  lay  before  him,  and  upon  the 
awning  under  which  he  fat,.  I could  obferve  nothing  by 
which  he  might  be  diftinguilhed  from  their  other  Chiefs. 

Omai  prefented  to  him  a tuft  of  red  feathers,  tied  to  the 
end  of  a frnall  flick  ; but,  after  a little  converfation  oh  in- 
different matters  with  this  Bolabola  man,  his  attention  was 
drawn  to.  an  old  woman,  the  lifter  of  his  mother.  She  was 
already  at  his  feet,  and  had  bedewed  them  plentifully  with 
wars  of  joy. 

I left  him  with  the  old  lady,  in  the  midft  of  a number  of 
' people,  who  had  gathered  round  him,  and  went  to  take  a 
view  of  the  houfe,  faid  to  be  built  by  the  ftrangers  who  had 
lately  been  here.  I found  ic  Handing  at  a frnall  diftance 
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•777-  from  the  beach.  The  wooden  materials,  of  which  it  was 
compofed,  feemed  to  have  been  brought  hither,  ready  pre- 
pared, to  be  fet  up  occationally ; tor  all  the  planks  were 
numbered.  It  was  divided  into  two  fmall  rooms  5 and  in 
the  inner  one  were,  a bedftead,  a table,  a bench,  fome  old 
hats,  and  other  trifles,  of  which  the  natives  feemed  to  be 
very  careful,  as  alfo  of  the  houfe  itlelf,  which  had  fufTcred 
no  hurt  from  the  weather,  a Ihcd  having  been  built  over  it. 
There  were  fcuttlcs  all  around,  which  ferved  as  air  holes;  and, 
perhaps,  they  were  alfo  meant  to  fire  from,  with  mufqucts, 
if  ever  this  fhould  have  been  found  ncccflary.  At  a little 
diflance  from  the  front,  flood  a wooden  crofs,  on  the  tranf- 
verfe  part  of  which  was  cut  the  following  infeription: 

Cbrijlui  •vincit. 

And,  on  the  perpendicular  part  (which  confirmed  our  con- 
je&ure,  that  the  two  fhips  were  Spanifh), 

Carolus  III.  imperat.  1774. 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  port,  I preferved  the  memory  of  the 
prior  vifits  of  the  Englifh,  by  iuferibing, 

Georgius  tertius  Rex, 

Amis  1767, 

>769,  1773,  1774,  £?  1777. 

Tlie  natives  pointed  out  to  us,  near  the  foot  of  the  crofs, 
the  grave  of  the  Commodore  of  the  two  Ihips,  who  had 
died  here,  while  they  lay  in  the  bay,  the  firfl  time.  His 
name,  as  they  pronounced  it,  was  Orecde.  Whatever  the 
intentions  of  the  Spaniards,  in  vifiting  this  ifland,  might  be, 
they  feemed  to  have  taken  great  pains  to  ingratiate  them- 
i'elvcs  with  the  inhabitants;  who,  upon  every  occafion, 
mentioned  them  with  the  ftrongeft  expreflions  of  efteem 
and  veneration. 
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I met  with  no  Chief  of  any  confiderable  note  on  this  oc-  / 
cafion,  excepting  the  extraordinary  perfonage  above  dc-  ' — 
feribed.  Waheiadooa,  the  fovereign  of  1 iaraboo  (as  this 
part  of  the  iiland  is  called),  was  now  abfent;  and,  I after- 
ward found,  that  he  was  not  the  fame  perlbn,  though  of 
the  fame  name  with  the  Chief  whom  I had  feen  here  dur- 
ing my  lall  voyage-,  but  his  brother,  a boy  of  about  ten 
years  of  age,  who  had  fucceeded  upon  the  death  of  the 
elder  Waheiadooa,  about  twenty  months  before  our  arrival. 

We  alfo  learned,  that  the  celebrated  Oberea  was  dead  ; but 
that  Otoo,  and  all  our  other  friends,  were  living. 

When  I returned  from  viewing  the  houfe  and  crofs  credit- 
ed by  the  Spaniards,  I found  Omai  holding  forth  to  a large 
company;  and  it  was  with  fome  difficulty  that  he  could  be 
got  away  to  accompany  me  on  board  ; where  1 had  an  im- 
portant affair  to  fettle. 

As  I knew  that  Otaheitc,  and  the  neighbouring  illands, 
could  furniffi  us  with  a plentiful  fupply  of  cocoa-nuts,  the 
liquor  of  which  is  an  excellent  fuccedaneum  for  any  artificial 
beverage,  I was  deiirous  of  prevailing  upon  my  people  to 
confent  to  be  abridged,  during  our  flay  here,  of  their  flated 
allowance  of  fpirits  to  mix  with  water.  But  as  this  flop- 
page  of  a favourite  article,  without  affigning  fome  reafon, 
might  have  occalioncd  a general  murmur,  I thought  it  molt 
prudent  to  aflemble  the  drip’s  company,  and  to  make  known 
to  them  the  intent  of  the  voyage,  and  the  extent  of  our  fu- 
ture operations.  To  induce  them  to  undertake  which,  with 
cheerfulncfs  and  perfeverance,  I took  notice  of  the  rewards 
offered,  by  Parliament,  to  fuch  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjeifts  as 
fhall  firft  difeover  a communication  between  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  Oceans,  in  any  direction  whatever,  in  the  North- 
ern 
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Aa£7it  crn  hem‘^phcre>  an^  a^°  t0  fuch  as  flwll  firft  penetrate  be- 

— t— _«  yond  the  89th  degree  of  Northern  latitude.  I made  no 
doubt,  I told  them,  that  I fliould  find  them  willing  to 
co-operate  with  me  in  attempting,  as  far  as  might  be  pof- 
fible,  to  become  intitled  to  one  or  both  thefe  rewards ; but, 
that  to  give  us  the  belt  chance  of  fuccecding,  it  would  be 
necelTary  to  obferve  the  utmod  oeconomy  in  the  expenditure 
of  our  (lores  and  provifions,  particularly  the  latter,  as  there 
was  no  probability  of  getting  a fupply,  any  where,  after 
leaving  thefe  iflands.  I flrengthened  my  argument  by  re- 
minding them,  that  our  voyage  mud  lad  at  lead  a year 
longer  than  had  been  originally  fuppofed,  by  our  having 
already  lod  the  opportunity  of  getting  to  the  North  this 
fummer.  I begged  them  to  confider  the  various  obftruc- 
tions  and  difficulties  we  might  dill  meet  with,  and  the  ag- 
gravated hardffiips  they  would  labour  under,  if  it  (liould 
be  found  neceffitry  to  put  them  to  ffiort  allowance,  of  any 
fpecies  of  provifions,  in  a cold  climate.  For  thefe  very  fub- 
dantial  reafons,  I fubmitted  to  them,  whether  it  would  not 
be  better  to  be  prudent  in  time,  and  rather  than  to  run  the 
rilk  of  having  no  fpirits  left,  when  fuch  a cordial  would 
be  mod  wanted,  to  confent  to  be  without  their  grog  now, 
when  we  had  fo  excellent  a liquor  as  that  of  cocoa-nuts  to 
fubditute  in  its  place ; but  that,  after  all,  I left  the  deter- 
mination entirely  to  their  own  choice. 

1 had  the  fatisfaltion  to  find,  that  this  propofal  did  not 
remain  a Angle  moment  under  confederation  ; being  unani- 
moufly  approved  of,  immediately,  without  any  objedlion. 
I ordered  Captain  Clerke  to  make  the  fame  propofal  to  his 
people  ; which  they  alfo  agreed  to.  Accordingly,  we  dop- 
ped  ferving  grog,  except  on  Saturday  nights;  when  the 
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companies  of  both  fhips  had  full  allowance  of  it,  that  they  >777- 
might  drink  the  healths  of  their  female  friends  in  England ; * -g- 
led  thefe,  amongft  the  pretty  girls  of  Oraheite,  lhould  be 
wholly  forgotten. 


The  next  day,  we  began  fome  neceflary  operations ; to  14. 

infpeft  the  provifions  that  were  in  the  main  and  fore  hold; 
to  get  the  calks  of  beef  and  pork,  and  the  coal;,  out  of  the 
ground  tier ; and  to  put  fome  ballad  in  their  place.  The 
caulkers  were  fet  to  work  to  caulk  the  fliip,  which  (he  dood 
in  great  need  of ; having,  at  times,  made  much  water  on 
our  paflage  from  the  Friendly  Idands.  I alfo  put  on  Ihorc 
the  bull,  cows,  liorfes,  and  flieep,  and  appointed  two  men 
to  look  after  them  while  grazing ; for  I dtd  not  intend  to; 
leave  any  of  them,  at  this  part  of  the  idand. 


During  the  two  following  days,  it  hardly  ever  ccafed  rain-  irid.>  ij. 
ing.  The  natives,  nevcrthelefs,  came  to  us  from  every  s«uri»>  i6. 
quarter,  the  news  of  our  arrival  having  rapidly  fpread. 
Waheiadooa,  though  at  a didance,  had  been  informed  of  it  j 
and,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  16th,  a Chief,  named  Etorea, 
under  whofe  tutorage  he  was,  brought  me  two  hogs  as  a 
prefent  ftom  him ; and  acquainted  me,  that  he  himfelf 
would  be  with  us  the  day  after.  And  fo  it  proved  j for  I 
received  a meflage  from  him  the  next  morning,  notifying  Scnd«r  17. 
his  arrival,  and  dcliring  I would  go  afhore  to  meet  him.  Ac- 
cordingly, Omai  and  I prepared  to  pay  him  a formal  vifit. 

On  this  occafion,  Omai,  aflided  by  fome  of  his  friends, 
drefled  himfelf;  not  after  the  Englifli  faQiion,  nor  that  of 
Otaheite,  nor  that  of  Tongataboo,  nor  in  the  drefs  of  any 
country  upon  earth ; but  in  a drange  medley  of  all  that  he 
was  pofleded  of. 
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Thus  equipped,  on  our  landing,  we  firft  vifited  Etary ; 
who,  carried  on  a hand-barrow,  attended  us  to  a large 
houfe,  where  he  was  fee  downs  and  we  feated  ourfelves  on 
each  fide  of  him.  I caufcd  a piece  of  Tongataboo  cloth  to 
be  fpread  out  before  us,  on  which  I laid  the  prefents  I in- 
tended to  make.  Prefently  the  young  Chief  came,  attended 
by  his  mother,  and  feveral  principal  men,  who  all  feated 
themfclves,  at  the  other  end  of  the  cloth,  facing  us.  Then 
a man,  who  fat  by  me,  made  a fpeech,  confiding  of  fliort  and 
feparate  fcntences ; part  of  which  was  dictated  by  thofe 
about  him.  He  was  anfwered  by  one  from  the  oppofite 
fide,  near  the  Chief.  Etary  fpokc  next;  then  Omai;  and 
both  of  them  were  anfwered  from  the  fame  quarter.  Thefe 
orations  were  entirely  about  my  arrival,  and  connexions 
with  them.  The  perfon  who  fpoke  lad,  told  me,  amongft 
other  things,  that  the  men  of  Rtema,  that  is,  the  Spaniards, 
had  defired  them  not  to  fuffer  me  to  come  into  Olieitepeha 
Bay,  if  I Ihould  return  any  more  to  the  ifland,  for  that  it 
belonged  to  them ; but  that  they  were  fo  far  from  paying 
any  regard  to  this  requed,  that  he  was  authorized  now  to 
make  a formal  furrender  of  the  province  of  Tiaraboo  to  me, 
and  of  every  thing  in  it;  which  marks  very  plainly,  that 
thefe  people  are  no  firangers  to  the  policy  of  accommodating 
themfclves  to  prefent  circumdances.  At  length,  the  young 
Chief  was  dircXed,  by  his  attendants,  to  come  and  em- 
brace me  ; and,  by  way  of  confirming  this  treaty  of  friend- 
fltip,  we  exchanged  names.  The  ceremony  being  clofed, 
he  and  his  friends  accompanied  me  on  board  to  dinner. 

Omai  had  prepared  a mars,  compofed  of  red  and  yellow 
feathers,  which  he  intended  for  Otoo,  the  king  of  the  whole 
ifiand ; and,  confidering  where  we  were,  it  was  a prefent 
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of  very  great  value.  I faid  all  that  I could  to  perfuade  him 

not  to  produce  it  now,  wifliing  him  to  keep  it  on  board  till  an  v. * 

opportunity  fliould  offer  of  prefenting  it  to  Otoo,  with  his 
own  hands.  But  he  had  too  good  an  opinion  of  the  honefty 
and  fidelity  of  his  countrymen  to  take  my  advice.  Nothing 
would  ferve  him,  but  to  carry  it  afliore,  on  this  occafion, 
and  to  give  it  to  Waheiadooa,  to  be  by  him  forwarded  to 
Otoo,  in  order  to  its  being  added  to  the  royal  maro.  He  thought, 
by  this  management,  that  he  fliould  oblige  both  Chiefs; 
whereas  he  highly  difobliged  the  one,  whofe  favour  was  of 
the  moll  confcquence  to  him,  without  gaining  any  reward 
from  the  other.  What  I had  forefeen  happened.  For  Wa- 
heiadooa kept  the  maro  for  himfclf,  and  only  fent  to  Otoo  a 
very  fmall  piece  of  feathers  ; not  the  twentieth  part  of  what 
belonged  to  the  magnificent  prefent. 

On  the  19th,  this  young  Chief  made  me  a prefent  of  ten  T«rjiyij. 
or  a dozen  hogs,  a quantity  of  fruit,  and  fome  cloth.  In 
the  evening,  we  played  off  fome  fireworks,  which  both  afto. 
niflied  and  entertained  the  numerous  fpetflators. 

This  day,  fome  of  our  gentlemen,  in  their  walks,  found, 
what  they  were  pleafed  to  call,  a Roman  Catholic  chapel. 

Indeed,  from  their  account,  this  was  not  to  be  doubted;  for 
they  deferibed  the  altar,  and  every  other  condiment  part  of 
fuch  a place  of  worlhip.  However,  as  they  mentioned,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  two  men,  who  had  the  care  of  it,  would  not 
fuffer  them  to  go  in,  I thought  that  they  might  be  miftaken, 
and  had  the  curiofity  to  pay  a vifit  to  it  myfclf.  The  fuppofed 
chapel  proved  to  be  a toopapaoo,  in  which  the  remains  of  the 
late  Waheiadooa  lay,  as  it  were,  in  flatc.  It  was  in  a pretty 
large  houfe,  which  was  inclofcd  with  a low  pallifadc. 

The  toopapaoo  was  uncommonly  neat,  and  rcfcmbled  one 
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of  thofe  little  houfes,  or  awnings,  belonging  to  their  large 
c — . — i canoes.  Perhaps,  it  had  originally  been  employed  for  that 
purpofe.  It  was  covered,  and  hung  round,  with  cloth  and 
mats  of  different  colours,  fo  as  to  have  a pretty  effedh 
There  was  one  piece  of  fcarlet  broad-cloth,  four  or  five 
yards  in  length,  confpicuous  amongft  the  other  ornaments; 
which,  no  doubt,  had  been  a prefent  from  the  Spaniards. 
This  cloth,  and  a few  taffcls  of  feathers,  which  our  Gen- 
tlemen fuppofed  to  be  filk,  fuggefted  to  them  the  idea  of  a 
chapel ; for  whatever  elfe  was  wanting  to  create  a refem- 
blance,  their  imagination  fupplied ; and  if  they  had  not 
previoufly  known,  that  there  had  been  Spaniards  lately 
here,  they  could  not  pofftbly  have  made  the  miftakc.  Small 
offerings  of  fruit  and  roots  feemed  to  be  daily  made  at  this 
fhrine,  as  fome  pieces  were  quite  f refit.  Thefe  were  depo- 
fited  upon  a wbatta,  or  altar,  which  flood  without  the  palli- 
fades ; and  within  thefe  we  were  not  permitted  to  enter.  Two 
men  conftantly  attended,  night  and  day,  not  only  to  watch 
over  the  place,  but  alfo  to  drefs  and  undrefs  the  toopapaoo. 
For  when  I firft  went  to  furvey  it,  the  cloth  and  its  appen- 
dages were  all  rolled  up ; bur,  at  my  requeft,  the  two  at- 
. tendants  hung  it  out  in  order,  firft  drelling  themfelves  in 
clean  white  robes.  They  told  me,  that  the  Chief  had  been 
dead  twenty  months. 

Having  taken  in  a frefh  fupply  of  water,  and  finifhed  all 
Fiiday  our  other  neceffary  operations,  on  the  22d,  I brought  off  the 
cattle  and  ffieep,  which  had  been  put  on  fhore  here  to  graze ; 
and  made  ready  for  fea. 

SaiurJsy  13.  In  the  morning  of  the  23d,  while  the  Ihips  were  unmoor- 
ing, Omai  and  I landed,  to  take  leave  of  the  young  Chief. 
While  we  were  with  him,  one  of  thofe  enthufiaftic  perfons, 
o whom 
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whom  they  call  Eatooas,  from  a pcrfualion  that  they  are 
poflefled  with  the  fpirit  of  the  divinity,  came  and  flood  be-  « — t — 
fore  us.  He  had  all  the  appearance  of  a man  not  in  his 
right  fenfcs;  and  his  only  drcfs  was  a large  quantity  of 
plantain  leaves,  wrapped  round  his  waift.  He  fpoke  in  a 
low,  fqueaking  voice,  fo  as  hardly  to  be  underftood ; at 
lead,  not  by  me.  But  Omai  faid,  that  he  comprehended 
him  perfectly,  and  that  he  was  advifing  Waheiadooa  not  to 
go  with  me  to  Matavai;  an  expedition  which  I had  never 
heard  that  he  intended,  nor  had  I ever  made  fuch  a propofal 
to  him.  The  Eatooa  alfo  foretold,  that  the  fliips  would  not 
get  to  Matavai  that  day.  But  in  this  he  was  miflaken; 
though  appearances  now  rather  favoured  his  prediction, 
there  not  being  a breath  of  wind  in  any  direction. , While 
he  was  prophelying,  there  fell  a very  heavy  fhower  of  rain, 
which  made  every  one  run  for  flicker,  but  himfclf,  who 
feemed  not  to  regard  it.  He  remained  fqueaking,  by  us, 
about  half  an  hour,  and  then  retired.  No  one  paid  any  at- 
tention to  what  he  uttered  ; though  fome  laughed  at  him. 

I a Iked  the  Chief,  what  he  was,  whether  an  Earce,  or  a Ttnv- 
low  ? and  the  anfwer  I received  was,  that  he  was  taata  eno  ; 
that  is,  a bad  man.  And  yet,  notwithflanding  this,  and  the 
little  notice  any  of  the  natives  feemed  to  take  of  the  mad 
prophet,  fuperftition  has  fo  far  got  the  better  of  their  rcafon, 
that  they  firmly  believe  fuch  perfons  to  be  poflefled  with  the 
fpirit  of  the  Eataoa.  Omai  feemed  to  be  very  well  inf'  r lifted 
about  them.  He  faid,  that,  during  the  fits  that  come  upon 
them,  they  know  nobody,  not  even  their  moll  intimate  ac- 
quaintances ; and  that,  if  any  one  of  them  happens  to  be  a 
man  of  property,  he  will  very  often  give  away'  every  move- 
able he  is  poflefled  of,  if  his  friends  do  not  put  them  out  of 
his  reach ; and,  when  he  recovers,  will  inquire  what  had 
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AogJft  become  of  thofe  very  things,  which  he  had,  but  juft  before, 
> — ' diftributed,  not  feeming  to  have  the  leaft  remembrance  of 
what  he  had  done,  while  the  (it  was  upon  him. 

As  foon  as  I got  on  board,  a light  breeze  fpringing  up  at 
Eaft,  we  got  under  fail,  and  fleered  for  Matavai  Bay*; 
where  the  Refolution  anchored  the  fame  evening.  But  the 
$«ad»7H.  Difcovcry  did  not  get  in  till  the  next  morning ; fo  that  half 
of  the  man’s  prophecy  was  fulfilled. 

9 See  a plan  of  this  bay,  in  Hawkefworth’s  Collection,  Vo!,  ii.  p.  248. 
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CHAP.  II. 


Interview  with  Otoo,  King  of  the  IJland. — Imprudent  Con- 
duct of  Omai. — Employments  on  Shore. — European  Ani- 
mals landed. — Particulars  about  a Native  who  bad  vi- 
fited  Lima. — About  Oedidee. — A Revolt  in  Eimeo. — 

IKar  with  that  If  and  determined  upon , in  a Council  of 
Chiefs. — A human  Sacrifice  on  that  Account. — A par- 
ticular Relation  of  the  Ceremonies  at  the  great  Morai , 
where  the  Sacrifice  was  offered. — Other  barbarous  Cuf- 
toms  of  this  People. 

ABOUT  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning,  Otoo,  the  King  iV7. 

of  the  whole  ifland,  attended  by  a great  number  of  ■ A,'8lilt  , 
canoes  full  of  people,  came  from  Oparrc,  his  place  of  re-  Su°‘bi'  **■ 
fidence,  and  having  landed  on  Matavai  Point,  fent  a mef- 
fage  on  board,  expreffing  his  defire  to  fee  me  there.  Ac- 
cordingly I landed,  accompanied  by  Omai,  and  fome  of 
the  officers.  We  found  a prodigious  number  of  people  af- 
fembled  on  this  occalion,  and  in  the  midlt  of  them  was  the 
king,  attended  by  his  father,  his  two  brothers,  and  three 
fillers.  I went  up,  firft,  anil  falutcd  him,  being"followed  by 
Omai,  who  kneeled  and  embraced  his  legs.  He  had  prepared 
himfelf  for  this  ceremony,  by  drefling  himfelf  in  his  very 
bell  fuit  of  clothes,  and  behaved  with  a great  deal  of  refpoft 
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y!ogo»  an<*  m0(,cfly-  Neverthclefs,  very  little  notice  Was  taken  of 

' — > ' him.  Perhaps,  envy  had  fomc  (hare  in  producing  this  cold 

reception.  He  made  the  Chief  a prefent  of  a large  piece  of 
red  feathers,  and  about  two  or  three  yards  of  goldcloth; 
and  I gave  him  a fuit  of  fine  linen,  a gold-laced  hat,  fome 
tools,  and,  what  was  of  more  value  than  all  the  other  ar- 
ticles, a quantity  of  red  feathers,  and  one  of  the  bonnets 
in  ufc  at  the  Friendly  Iflands. 

After  the  hurry  of  this  vifit  was  over,  the  king,  and  the 
whole  royal  family,  accompanied  me  on  board,  followed 
by  feveral  canoes,  laden  with  all  kind  of  proviftons,  in 
quantity  fufficient  to  have  ferved  the  companies  of  both 
ihips  for  a week.  Each  of  the  family  owned,  or  pretended 
to  own,  a part ; fo  that  I had  a prefent  from  every  one  of 
them  j and  every  one  of  them  had  a feparate  prefent  in  re- 
turn from  me  ; which  was  the  great  objeft  in  view.  Soon 
after,  the  king’s  mother,  who  had  not  been  prefent  at  the 
firft  interview,  came  on  board,  bringing  with  her  a quan- 
tity of  provifions  and  cloth,  which  Ihe  divided  between  me 
and  OmaL  For,  although  he  was  but  little  noticed,  at  firft,  by 
his  countrymen,  they  no  fooncr  gained  the  knowledge  of 
his  riches,  than  they  began  to  court  his  fricndlhip.  I en- 
couraged this  as  much  as  I could ; for  it  was  my  wifh  to  fix 
him  with  Otoo.  As  I intended  to  leave  all  my  European 
animals  at  this  ifiand,  I thought  he  would  be  able  to  give 
fomc  inftruCion  about  the  management  of  them,  and  about 
their  ufe.  Befidcs,  I knew  and  faw,  that  the  farther  he  was 
from  his  native  ifland,  he  would  be  the  better  refpeCed. 
But,  unfortunately,  poor  Omai  rejected  my  advice,  and  con- 
duced himfelf  in  fo  imprudent  a manner,  that  he  foon  loft 
the  fricndlhip  of  Otoo,  and  of  every  other  perfon  of  note 
in  Otaheite.  He  allbciatcd  with  none  but  vagabonds  and 
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llrangers,  whofe  foie  views  were  to  plunder  him.  And,  if 
I had  not  interfered,  they  would  not  have  left  him  a Angle  e — . — -t 
article  worth  the  carrying  from  the  ifland.  This  necellarily 
drew  upon  him  the  ill-will  of  the  principal  Chiefs}  who 
found  that  they  could  not  procure,  from  any  one  in  the 
fhips,  fuch  valuable  prefents  as  Omai  bellowed  on  the  loweft 
of  the  people,  his  companions. 

As  foon  as  we  had  dined,  a party  of  us  accompanied  Otoo 
to  Oparrc,  taking  with  us  the  poultry,  with  which  we  were 
to  Hock  the  ifland.  They  confilted  of  a peacock  and  hen 
(which  Lord  lkiborough  was  fo  kind  as  to  fend  me,  for 
this  purpofc,  a few  days  before  I left  London)  j a turkey 
cock  and  hen  ; one  gander,  and  three  geefe ; a drake,  and 
four  duck?.  All  thefe  I left  at  Oparre,  in  the  pofleflion  of 
Otoo;  and  the  geefe  and  ducks  began  to  breed,  before  we 
failed.  We  found  there,  a gander,  which  the  natives  told 
us,  was  the  fame  that  Captain  Wallis  had  given  to  Oberca 
ten  years  before ; fevcral  goats ; and  the  Spanilh  bull, 
whom  they  kept  tied  to  a tree,  near  Otoo’s  houfe.  I never 
law  a finer  animal  of  his  kind.  He  was  now  the  property 
of  Etary,  and  had  been  brought  from  Oheitcpeha  to  this 
place,  in  order  to  be  Ihipped  for  Bolabola.  But  it  pafles  my 
comprchenfion,  how  they  can  contrive  to  carry  him  in  one 
of  their  canoes.  If  we  had  not  arrived,  it  would  have  been  of 
little  confequcnce  who  had  the  property  of  him,  as,  without 
a cow,  he  could  be  of  no  ufe ; and  none  had  been  left  with 
him.  Though  the  natives  told  us,  that  there  were  cows  on 
board  the  Spanilh  fhips,  and  that  they  took  them  away  with 
them,  I cannot  believe  this  ; and  Ihould  rather  fuppofe,  that 
they  had  died  in  the  pallagc  from  Lima.  The  next  day,  I MoniUy  3i. 
fent  the  three  cows,  that  I had  on  board,  to  this  bull ; and 
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*777-  the  bull,  which  I had  brought,  the  horfc  and  mare,  and 

Augoft.  . 

i — j Sheep,  I put  alhore  at  Matavai. 

Having  thus  difpofcd  of  thcfe  paflengers,  I found  myfelf 
lightened  of  a very  heavy  burthen.  The  trouble  and  vexa- 
tion that  attended  the  bringing  this  living  cargo  thus  far, 
is  hardly  to  be  conceived.  But  the  Satisfaction  that  I felt,  in 
having  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  fulfil  his  Majefty's  humane 
defign,  in  fending  fuch  valuable  animals,  to  fupply  the 
wants  of  two  worthy  nations,  Sufficiently  recompensed  me 
for  the  many  anxious  hours  I had  patted,  before  this  fub- 
ordinatc  objedi  of  my  voyage  could  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution. 

As  I intended  to  make  fomc  (lay  here,  we  fet  up  the  two 
obfervatories  on  Matavai  Point.  Adjoining  to  them,  two 
tents  were  pitched,  for  the  reception  of  a guard,  and  of  fuch 
people  as  it  might  be  nccefiary  to  leave  on  Shore,  in  different 
departments.  At  this  Station,  I intruded  the  command  to 
Mr.  King;  who,  at  the  fame  time,  attended  the  observations, 
for  ascertaining  the  going  of  the  timc-kccper,  and  other 
purpofes.  During  our  ftay,  various  necettary  operations 
employed  the  crews  of  both  Ships.  The  Discovery’s  main- 
mad  was  carried  attiore,  and  made  as  good  as  ever.  Our 
fails  and  water-cafks  were  repaired  ; the  Ships  were  caulked ; 
and  the  rigging  all  overhauled.  We  alfo  infpeCtcd  all  the 
bread  that  we  had  on  board  in  calks ; and  had  the  Satis- 
faction to  find,  that  but  little  of  it  was  damaged. 

TacCdij  16.  On  the  26th,  I had  a piece  of  ground  cleared,  for  a 
garden,  and  planted  it  with  Several  articles ; very  few  of 
which,  I believe,  the  natives  will  ever  look  after.  Some 
melons,  potatoes,  and  two  pine-apple  plants,  were  in  a fair 
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way  of  fucceeding,  before  we  left  ihc  place.  I had  brought, 
from  the  Friendly  lflands,  fevcral  fhaddock  trees.  Thefe  I <- — v — -» 
alfo  planted  here  ; and  they  can  hardly  fail  of  fuccefs,  un- 
lefs  their  growth  fhould  be  checked  by  the  fame  premature 
curiofity,  which  deftroyed  a vine  planted  by  the  Spaniards  at 
Oheitepeha.  A number  of  the  natives  got  together,  to  tafte  the 
firft  fruit  it  bore ; but,  as  the  grapes  were  ftill  four,  they  con- 
fidcrcd  it  as  little  better  than  poifon,  and  it  was  unanimoufly 
determined,  to  tread  it  under  foot.  In  that  ftate,  Omai  found 
it  by  chance,  and  was  overjoyed  at  the  difeovery.  For  he  had 
a full  confidence,  that,  if  he  had  but  grapes,  he  could  cafily 
make  wine.  Accordingly,  he  had  feveral  flips  cut  off  from 
the  tree,  to  carry  away  with  him ; and  we  pruned,  and  put 
in  order,  the  remains  of  it.  Probably,  grown  wife  by 
Omai’s  inftru&ions,  they  may  now  fuffer  the  fruit  to  grow 
to  perfection,  and  not  pafs  fo  hafty  a fentcnce  upon  it 
again. 

We  had  not  been  eight  and  forty  hours  at  anchor  in  Ma- 
tavai  Bay,  before  we  were  vifited  by  all  our  old  friends, 
whofe  names  arc  recorded  in  the  account  of  my  laft  voyage. 

Not  one  of  them  came  empty  handed j fo  that  we  had  more 
provifions  than  we  knew  what  to  do  with.  What  was  ftill 
more,  we  were  under  no  apprehenfions  of  exhaufting  the 
ifiand,  which  prefented  to  our  eyes  every  mark  of  the  moft 
exuberant  plenty,  in  every  article  of  refrefhment. 

Soon  after  our  arrival  here,  one  of  the  natives,  whom  the 
Spaniards  had  carried  with  them  to  Lima,  paid  usavifit; 
bur,  in  his  external  appearance,  he  was  not  diftinguifhable 
from  the  reft  of  his  countrymen.  However,  he  had  not 
foigot  fomc  Spaniih  words  which  he  had  acquired,  though 
he  pronounced  them  badly.  Amongft  them,  the  moft  fre- 
quent were,  ft  Sernor } and,  when  a ftranger  was  introduced 
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t0  '1C  did  not  ft*'  t0  rife  up  and  accoft  him,  a3  well  as 
v — C — ' he  could. 

We  alfo  found  here,  the  young  man  whom  we  called 
Ocdidec,  but  whofe  real  name  is  Heete-heete.  I had  carried 
him  from  Ulietea  in  1773,  and  brought  him  back  in  1774  s 
after -he  had  vifited  the  Friendly  lflands,  New  Zealand, 
Ealter  Ifland,  and  the  Marquefes,  and  been  on  board  my 
Ihip,  in  that  exteniive  navigation,  about  feven  months.  He 
was,  at  leaf!,  as  tenacious  of  his  good  breeding,  as  the  man 
who  had  been  at  Lima  s and  yes,  Sir,  or  if  you  pleafe,  Sir, 
were  as  frequently  repeated  by  him,  as  ft  Sennor,  was  by 
the  other.  Heete-heete,  who  is  a native  of'  Bolabola,  had 
arrived  in  Otaheite,  about  three  months  before,  with  no 
other  intention,  that  we  could  learn,  than  to  gratify  his  cu- 
riofity,  or,  perhaps,  fome  other  favourite  partion;  which 
are,  very  often,  the  only  objects  of  the  purfuit  of  other 
travelling  gentlemen.  It  was  evident,  however,  that  he 
preferred  the  modes,  and  even  garb,  of  his  countrymen,  to 
ours.  For,  though  I gave  him  fome  clothes,  which  our 
Admiralty  Board  had  been  pleafed  to  fend  for  his  ufe  (to 
. which  I added  a chert,  of  tools,  and  a few  other  articles,  as 

a prefent  from  myfelf),  he  declined  wearing  them,  after  a 
few  days.  This  inftancc,  and  that  of  the  perfon  who  had 
been  at  Lima,  may  be  urged  as  a proof  of  the  ftrong  pro- 
penfity  natural  to  man,  of  returning  to  habits  acquired  at 
an  early  age,  and  only  interrupted  by  accident.  And,  per- 
haps, it  may  be  concluded,  that  even  Omai,  who  had  im- 
bibed almoft  the  whole  Englilh  manners,  will,  in  a very 
Ihort  time  after  our  leaving  him,  like  Oedidee,  and  the  vi^ 
Gtcr  of  Lima,  return  to  his  own  native  garments. 

WtJarf.  *7.  In  the  morning  of  the  27th,  a man  came  from  Oheite- 
peha,  and  told  us,  that  two  Spanilh  fliips  had  anchored  in. 
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that  bay  the  night  before  ; and,  in  confirmation  of  this  intel- 
ligence,  he  produced  a piece  of  coarfc  blue  cloth,  which,  — » — j 
he  faid,  he  got  out  of  one  of  the  fitips  j and  which,  indeed, 
to  appearance,  was  almofl  quite  new.  He  added,  that  Ma- 
teema  was  in  one  of  the  thips  ; and  that  they  were  to  come 
down  to  Matavai  in  a day  or  two.  Some  other  circum- 
flances  which  he  mentioned,  with  the  foregoing  ones,  gave 
the  flory  fo  much  the  air  of  truth,  that  I difpatched  Lieute- 
nant Williamfon  in  a boat,  to  look  into  Oheitepcha  bay;  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  I put  the  fhips  into  a proper  pofture  of 
defence.  For,  though  England  and  Spain  were  in  peace 
when  I left  Europe,  for  aught  I knew,  a different  fcenc 
might,  by  this  time,  have  opened.  However,  on  farther  in- 
quiry, we  had  reafon  to  think  that  the  fellow,  who  brought 
the  intelligence,  had  impofed  upon  us ; and  this  was  put 
beyond  all  doubt,  when  Mr.  Williamfon  returned  next  day ; Thurfd*yii. 
who  made  his  report  to  me,  that  he  had  been  at  Oheitepeha, 
and  found  that  no  fhips  were  there  now,  and  that  none  had 
been  there  fince  we  left  it.  The  people  of  this  part  of  the 
ifland,  where  we  now  were,  indeed,  told  us,  from  the  be- 
ginning, that  it  was  a fiftion  invented  by  thofc  of  Tiaraboo. 

But  what  view  they  could  have,  we  were  at  a lofs  to  conceive, 
unlefs  they  fuppofed,  that  the  report  would  have  fome  effect 
in  making  us  quit  the  illand,  and,  by  that  means,  deprive  the 
people  of  Otaheite-nooe  of  the  advantages  they  might  reap 
from  our  fhips  continuing  there  i the  inhabitants  of  the 
two  parts  of  the  illand  being  inveterate  enemies  to  each 
other. 

From  the  time  of  our  arrival  at  Matavai,  the  weather  had  Friday  t9. 
been  very  unfettlcd,  with  more  or  lefs  rain  every  day,  till 
the  29th;  before  which  we  were  not  able  to  get  equal  alti- 
tudes of  the  fun  for  ascertaining  the  going  of  the  time- 
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1777-  keeper.  The  fame  caufc  alfo  retarded  the  caulking,  and 
A‘~'~ i other  neceffary  repairs  of  the  fhips. 

In  the  evening  of  this  day,  the  natives  made  a precipitate 
retreat,  both  from  on  board  the  fhips,  and  from  our  flation 
on  Ihore.  For  what  reafon,  we  could  not,  at  firfl,  learn ; 
though,  in  general,  we  guefTcd  it  arofe  from  their  knowing 
that  fornc  theft  had  been  committed,  and  apprehending  pu- 
nifhment  on  that  account.  At  length,  1 underftood  what 
had  happened.  One  of  the  furgeon’s  mates  had  been  in  the 
country  to  purchafc  curiofities,  and  had  taken  with  him 
four  hatchets  for  that  purpofe.  Having  employed  one  of 
the  natives  to  carry  them  for  him,  the  fellow  took  an  op- 
portunity to  run  off  with  fo  valuable  a prize.  This  was  the 
caufc  of  the  fudden  flight,  in  which  Otoo  himfclf,  and  his 
whole  family,  had  joined;  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  I 
flopped  them,  after  following  them  two  or  three  miles.  As 
I had  refolvcd  to  take  no  meafures  for  the  recovery  of  the 
hatchets,  in  order  to  put  my  people  upon  their  guard 
againfl  fuch  negligence  for  the  future,  I found  no  diffi- 
culty in  bringing  the  natives  back,  and  in  rcfloring  every 
thing  to  its  ufual  tranquillity. 

.tordav  -c.  Hitherto,  the  attention  of  Otoo  and  his  people  had  been 
confined  to  us ; but,  next  morning,  a new  feenc  of  bufi- 
nefs  opened,  by  the  arrival  of  lbmc  meffengers  from  liitnco, 
or  (as  it  is  much  oftencr  called  by  the  natives)  Morca*,  with 
intelligence,  that  the  people  in  that  ifland  were  in  arms.; 
and  that  Otoo's  partizans  there  had  been  worded,  and 
obliged  to  retreat  to  the  mountains.  The  quarrel  between 
the  two  iflands,  which  commenced  in  1774,  as  mentioned  in 

* Morn,  according  to  Dr.  Forficr,  is  a diltridt  in  Eimco.  Sec  his  Otfirvatiua , 
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the  account  of  my  laft:  voyage,  had,  it  feems,  partly  fub-  Aoguii. 
lifted  ever  fince.  The  formidable  armament  which  I faw,  ' — ■ — 
at  that  time,  and  deferibed  f,  had  failed  foon  after  I then 
left  Otalieite ; but  the  malcontents  of  Eimeo  had  made  fo 
flout  a rcfiftance,  that  the  fleet  had  returned  without  ef- 
fecting much ; and  now  another  expedition  was  neceflary. 

On  the  arrival  of  thefe  meflengers,  all  the  Chiefs,  who 
happened  to  be  at  Matavai,  afl’embled  at  Otoo’s  houfc,  where 
I actually  was  at  the  time,  and  had  the  honour  to  be  ad^ 
mitted  into  their  council.  One  of  the  meflengers  opened 
the  bufinefs  of  the  aflembly,  in  a fpeech  of  confiderable 
length.  But  I underftood  ’ little  of  it,  bcfidcs  its  general 
purport,  which  was  to  explain  the  fituation  of  affairs  in 
Eimeo;  and  to  excite  the  aflcmbled  Chiefs  of  Otaheite  to 
arm  on  the  occafion.  This  opinion  was  combated  by  others 
who  were  againft  commencing  hoftilities  y and  the  debate 
was  carried  on  with  great  order;  no  more  than  one  man 
fpcaking  at  a time.  At  laft,  they  became  very  noify,  and 
I expected  that  our  meeting  would  have  ended  like  a Polifh 
diet.  But  the  contending  great  men  cooled  as  faft  as  they 
grew  warm,  and  order  was  foon  reftored.  At  length,  the 
party  for  war  prevailed;  and  it  was  determined,  that  a 
ftrong  force  fhould  be  fent  to  aflift  their  friends  in  Eimeo. 

But  this  refolution  was  far  from  being  unanimous.  Otoo, 
during  the  whole  debate,  remained  filent ; except  that,  now 
and  then,  he  addrefled  a word  or  two  to  the  fpeakers.  Thofe 
of  the  council,  who  were  for  profccuting  the  war,  applied 
tome  for  my  affiftance;  and  all  of  them  wanted  to  know 
what  part  I would  take.  Omai  wTas  fent  for  to  be  my  in- 
terpreter; but,  as  he  could  not  be  found,  I was  obliged  to> 
fpeak  for  myfclf,  and  told  them,  as  well  as  I could,  that  as 


t See  Cook’s  Voyage,  VoU  i.  p.  347,  tSV. 
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a«777.  I was  not  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  difpute,  and  as 
_4— — > the  people  of  Eimeo  had  never  offended  me,  I could  not 
think  myfelf  at  liberty  to  engage  in  hoflilities  againll  them. 
With  this  declaration  they  either  were,  or  fccmcd,  fatisfied. 
The  aflembly  then  broke  up } but,  before  I left  them,  Otoo 
defired  me  to  come  to  him  in  the  afternoon,  and  to  bring 
Omai  with  me.' 

Accordingly,  a party  of  us  waited  upon  him  at  the  ap- 
pointed time ; and  we  were  conducted  by  him  to  his  father, 
in  wliofe  prcfencc  the  difpute  with  Eimeo  was  again  talked 
over.  Being  very  defirous  of  devifing  fonte  method  to  bring 
about  an  accommodation,  I founded  the  old  Chief  on  that 
head.  But  we  found  him  deaf  to  any  fuch  propofal;  and 
fully  determined  to  profecute  the  war.  He  repeated  the 
folicitations  which  I had  already  refilled,  about  giving  them' 
my  afliftancc.  On  our  inquiring  into  the  caufc  of  the  war, 
we  were  told,  that,  fome  years  ago,  a brother  of  Wahca- 
dooa,  of  Tieraboo,  was  fent  to  Eimeo,  at  the  requell  of  Ma- 
heinc,  a popular  Chief  of  that  ifiand,  to  be  their  king;  but 
that  he  had  not  been  there  a .week  before  Maheine,  having 
caufed  him  to  be  killed,  fet  up  for  himfelf,  in  oppofition  to 
Tierataboonooe,  his  filler’s  fon,  who  became  the  lawful 
heir  ; or  elfe  had  been  pitched  upon,  by  the  people  of  Ota- 
heite,  to  fuccced  to  the  government  on  the  death  of  the 
other. 

Towha,  who  is  a relation  of  Otoo,  and  Chief  of  the  diftrict 
of  Tettaha,  a man  of  much  weight  in  the  ifland,  and  who  had 
been  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  armament  fitted  out  againll 
Eimeo  in  1774,  happened  not  to  be  at  Matavai  at  this  time ; 
and,  consequently,  was  not  prefent  at  any  of  thefe  confult- 
ations.  It,  however,  appeared  xhat  he  was  no  llrangcr  to 
6 what 
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what  was  tranfadted  j and  that  he  entered  with  more  fpirit 
into  the  affair  than  any  other  Chief.  For,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  ift  of  September,  a meflenger  arrived  from  him 
to  acquaint  Otoo,  that  he  had  killed  a man  to  be  facrificed  to 
the  Eatooa,  to  implore  the  affiflancc  of  the  God  againft 
Eimeo.  This  adt  of  worfhip  was  to  be  performed  at  the 
great  Mcrai  at  Attahooroo ; and  Otoo’s  prefence,  it  feems, 
was  abfolutcly  ncceflary  on  that  folemn  oc cation. 


„ '777- 
September. 

Monday  l. 


That  the  offering  of  human  facrifices  is  part  of  the  reli- 
gious inftitutions  of  this  ifland,  had  been  mentioned  by 
Monf.  de  Bougainville,  on  the  authority  of  the  native 
whom  he  carried  with  him  to  France.  During  my  laft 
vifit  to  Otaheite,  and  while  I had  opportunities  of  converting 
with  Omai  on  the  fubjedt,  I had  fatisfied  myfelf,  that  there 
was  too  much  rcafon  to  admit,  that  fuch  a practice,  how- 
ever inconfiftent  with  the  general  humanity  of  the  people, 
was  here  adopted.  But  as  this  was  one  of  thofe  extraordi- 
nary fadts,  about  which  many  are  apt  to  retain  doubts,  un- 
Jefs  the  relater  himfelf  has  had  ocular  proof  to  confirm 
what  he  had  heard  from  others,  I thought  this  a good  op- 
portunity of  obtaining  the  higheft  evidence  of  its  certainty, 
by  being  prefent  myfelf  at  the  folcmnity  s and,  accordingly, 
propofed  to  Otoo  that  I might  be  allowed  to  accompany  him.  - 
To  this  he  readily  confented  ; and  we  immediately  fet  out  s 
in  my  boat,  with  my  old  friend  Potatou,  Mr.  Anderfon,  and 
Mr.  Webber;  Omai  following  in  a canoe. 


In  our  way  wc  landed  upon  a little  ifland,  which  lies 
off  Tettaha,  where  we  found  Towha  and  his  retinue.  After 
fome  little  converfation  between  the  two  Chiefs,  on  the  fub- 
jedt  of  the  war,  Towha  addreffed  himfelf  to  me,  afking  my 
afliftance.  When  I excufcd  myfelf,  he  feemed  angry ; think- 
ing 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  TO 


, >77^,  ing  it  drangc,  that  I,  who  had  always  declared  myfelf  to  be 
i — , — i the  friend  of  their  ifland,  would  not  now  go  and  fight 
againd  its  enemies.  Before  we  parted,  he  gave  to  Otoo  two 
or  three  red  feathers,  tied  up  in  a tuft ; and  a lean  half- 
ilarved  dog  was  put  into  a canoe  that  was  to  accompany  us. 
We  then  embarked  again,  taking  on  board  a pried  who  was 
to  aflid  at  the  folemnity. 

As  foon  as  we  landed  at  Attahooroo,  which  was  about 
two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  Otoo  cxpreflcd  his  defire  that 
the  fcamen  might  be  ordered  to  remain  in  the  boat ; and 
that  Mr.  Andcrfon,  Mr.  Webber,  and  myfelf,  might  take  off 
our  hats,  as  foon  as  we  Ihould  come  to  the  morai,  to  which 
\vc  immediately  proceeded,  attended  by  a great  many  men, 
and  fome  boys ; but  not  one  woman.  We  found  four 
prieds,  and  their  attendants,  or  aflldants,  waiting  for  us. 
The  dead  body,  or  facrificc,  was  in  a fmall  canoe  that  lay 
on  the  beach,  and  partly  in  the  wafh  of  the  fea,  fronting 
the  morai.  Two  of  the  prieds,  with  fome  of  their  attend- 
ants, were  fitting  by  the  canoe;  the  others  at  the  morai.  Our 
company  dopped  about  twenty  or  thirty  paces  from  the 
prieds.  Here  Otoo  placed  himfclf;  we,  and  a few  others 
danding  by  him ; while  the  bulk  of  the  people  remained  at 
a greater  didance. 

The  ceremonies  now  began.  One  of  the  pried's  attendants 
brought  a young  plantain-tree,  and  laid  it  down  before 
Otoo.  Another  approached  with  a fmall  tuft  of  red  fea- 
thers, twided  on  fome  fibres  of  the  cocoa-nut  hulk,  with 
which  he  touched  one  of  the  king’s  feet,  and  then  retired 
with  it  to  his  companions.  One  of  the  prieds,  feated  at  the 
morai,  facing  thofe  who  were  upon  the  beach,  now  began  a 
long  prayer ; and,  at  certain  times,  fent  down  young  plan- 
tain- 
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tain  trees,  which  were  laid  upon  the  facrifice.  During  this  Srp'W;tr 

prayer,  a man,  who  flood  by  the  ofliciating  prieft,  held  in  > , < 

his  hands  two  bundles,  feemingly  of  cloth.  In  one  of  them, 
as  we  afterward  found,  was  the  royal  mare ; and  the  other, 
if  I may  be  allowed  the  expreflion,  was  the  ark  of  the 
Eatooa.  As  foon  as  the  prayer  was  ended,  the  pricfts  at  the 
moral,  with  their  attendants,  went  and  fat  down  by  thofe 
upon  the  beach,  carrying  with  them  the  two  bundles.  Here 
they  renewed  their  prayers ; during  which  the  plantain- 
trees  were  taken,  one  by  one,  at  different  times,  from  off 
the  facrifice  ; which  was  partly  wrapped  up  in  cocoa  leaves 
and  fmall  branches.  It  was  now  taken  out  of  the  canoe, 
and  laid  upon  the  beach,  with  the  feet  to  the  fea.  The 
priefls  placed  themlelves  around  it,  fome  fitting  and  others 
Handing;  and  one,  or  more  of  them,  repeated  fcntences  for 
about  ten  minutes.  The  dead  body  was  now  uncovered,  by 
removing  the  leaves  and  branches,  and  laid  in  a parallel  di- 
retflion  with  the  fca-fhore.  One  of  the  priefls  then,  Hand- 
ing at  the  feet  of  it,  pronounced  a long  prayer,  in  which  he 
was,  at  times,  joined  by  the  others;  each  holding  in  his 
hand  a tuft  of  red  feathers.  In  the  courfe  of  this  prayer, 
fome  hair  was  pulled  off  the  head  of  the  facrifice,  and  the 
left  eye  taken  out ; both  which  were  prefented  to  Otoo, 
wrapped  up  in  a green  leaf.  He  did  not,  however  touch  it ; 
but  gave,  to  the  man  who  prefented  it,  the  tuft  of  feathers, 
which  he  had  received  from  Towha.  This,  with  the  hair 
and  eye,  was  carried  back  to  the  priefls.  Soon  after,  Otoo 
fent  to  them  another  piece  of  feathers,  which  he  had  given 
me  in  the  morning  to  keep  in  my  pocket.  During  fome 
part  of  this  lafl  ceremony,  a king-fiiher  making  a noife  in 
the  trees,  Otoo  turned  to  me,  faying,  “ That  is  the  Eatooa 
and  feemed  to  look  upon  it  to  be  a good  omen. 
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_J777-  _ The  body  was  then  carried  a little  way,  with  its  head  toward 

— « the  morai,  and  laid  under  a tree ; near  which  were  fixed  three 

broad  thin  pieces  of  wood,  differently,  but  rudely,  carved. 
The  bundles  of  cloth  were  laid  on  a part  of  the  morai ; and 
the  tufts  of  red  feathers  were  placed  at  the  feet  of  the  fa- 
crificc } round  which  the  prieds  took  their  llations ; and 
we  were  now  allowed  to  go  as  near  as  we  pleafed.  He  who 
feemed  to  be  the  chief  pried  fat  at  a fmall  didance,  and 
fpoke  for  a quarter  of  an  hour,  but  with  different  tones 
and  gedurcs  ; fo  that  he  feemed  often  to  expodulatc  with 
the  dead  perfon,  to  whom  he  condantly  addreffed  himfelf ; 
and,  fometimes,  aflced  feveral  qucllions,  fecmingly  with  rc- 
fpecl  to  the  propriety  of  his  having  been  killed.  At  other 
times,  he  made  feveral  demands,  as  if  the  dcccafed  either 
now  had  power  himfelf,  or  intered  with  the  Divinity,  to 
engage  him  to  comply  with  fuch  requeds.  Amongd  which, 
we  underdood,  he  alked  him  to  deliver  Eimeo,  Maheine  its 
chief,  the  hogs,  women,  and  other  things  of  the  iiland, 
into  their  hands ; which  was,  indeed,  the  exprefs  inten- 
tion of  the  facrificc.  He  then  chanted  a prayer,  which  lad- 
ed near  half  an  hour,  in  a whining,  melancholy  tone,  ac- 
companied by  two  other  prieds;  and  in  which  Potatou,  and 
fome  others,  joined.  Tn  the  courfe  of  this  prayer,  fome 
more  hair  was  plucked  by  a pried  from  the  head  of  the 
corpfc,  and  put  upon  one  of  the  bundies.  After  this,  the 
chief  pried  prayed  alone,  holding  in  his  hand  the  feathers 
which  came  from  Towha.  When  he  had  finiihed,  he  gave 
them  to  another,  who  prayed  in  like  manner.  Then  all 
the  tufts  of  feathers  were  laid  upon  the  bundles  of  clothe 
which  dofed  the  ceremony  at  this  place. 

The  corpfe  was  then  carried  up  to  the  mod  confpicuous 
part  of  the  morai , with  the  feathers,  the  two  bundles  of 
£ cloth. 
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cloth,  and  the  drums  ; the  lad  of  which  beat  flowlv.  Tlte  „ '77?- 
feathers  and  bundles  were  laid  againft  the  pile  of  Hones,  - — 
and  the  corpfe  at  the  foot  of  them.  The  priclls  having  again 
feated  thcmfelves  round  it,  renewed  their  prayers  ; while 
fomc  of  their  attendants  dug  a hole  about  two  feet  deep, 
into  which  they  threw  the  unhappy  vidtim,  and  covered  it 
over  with  earth  and  Hones.  While  they  were  putting  him 
into  the  grave,  a boy  ftjueaked  aloud,  and  Omai  laid  to 
me,  that  it  was  the  Eatooa.  During  this  time,  a fire  having 
been  made,  the  dog,  before  mentioned,  was  produced,  and 
killed,  by  twilling  his  neck,  and  fuffocating  him.  The  hair 
was  finged  off,  and  the  entrails  taken  out,  and  thrown  in- 
to the  fire,  where  they  were  left  to  confume.  15ut  the 
heart,  liver,  and  kidneys  were  only  roalled,  by  being  laid 
on  hot  Hones  for  a few  minutes;  and  the  body  of  the  dog, 
after  being  belmearcd  with  the  blood,  which  had  been  col- 
lected into  a cocoa-nut  fhell,  and  dried  over  the  fire,  was, 
with  the  liver,  &c.  carried  and  laid  down  before  the  pricHs, 
who  fat  praying,  round  the  grave.  They  continuetl  their 
ejaculations  over  the  dog,  for  ibme  time,  while  two  men, 
at  intervals,  beat  on  two  drums  very  loud;  and  a boy 
fereamed,  as  before,  in  a loud,"  fhrill  voice,  three  different 
times.  This,  as  we  were  told,  was  to  invite  the  Eatooa  to  fcaft 
on  the  banquet  that  they  had  prepared  for  him.  As  foon  as 
the  pricHs  had  ended  their  prayers,  the  carcalc  of  the  dog, 
with  what  belonged  to  it,  were  laid  on  a •whatla,  or  fcaflbld, 
about  fix  feet  high,  that  flood  clofc  by,  on  which  lay  the 
remains  of  two  other  dogs,  and  of  two  pigs,  which  had 
lately  been  facrificed,  and,  at  this  time,  emitted  an  intole- 
rable flench.  This  kept  us  at  a greater  diflance,  than  would, 
otherwife,  have  been  required  of  us.  For,  after  the  viiflim 
was  removed  from  the  fca-fide  toward  the  morai,  we  were 
✓ Fa  allowed 
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Stf'icmber  a^owe^  t0  approach  as  near  as  we  pleafcd.  Indeed,  after 
> — - » — -»  that,  neither  ferioufnefs  nor  attention  were  much  obferved 
by  the  fpc&ators.  When  the  dog  was  put  upon  the  -w  bail  a , 
the  priefts  and  attendants  gave  a kind  of  fhout,  which 
elofed  the  ceremonies  for  the  prefent.  The  day  being  now 
alfo  elofed,  we  were  conduced  to  a houfe  belonging  to  Po- 
tatou,  where  we  were  entertained,  and  lodged  for  the  night. 
We  had  been  told,  that  the  religious  rites  were  to  be  renew- 
ed in  the  morning  j and  I would  not  leave  the  place,  while 
any  thing  remained  to  be  feen. 

Tuefdayt.  Being  unwilling  to  lofe  any  part  of  the  folemniiy,  forne 
of  us  repaired  to  the  feene  of  atftion  pretty  early,  but  found 
nothing  going  forward.  However,  foon  after,  a pig  was 
facrificed,  and  laid  upon  the  fame  -whatta  with  the  others. 
About  eight  o’clock,  Otoo  took  us  again  to  the  moral,  where 
the  priefts,  and  a great  number  of  men,  were,  by  this  time, 
aflembled.  The  two  bundles  occupied  the  place  in  which 
we  had  feen  them  depofited  the  preceding  evening ; the  two 
drums  ftood  in  the  front  of  the  moral,  but  fomewliat  nearer 
it  than  before  j and  the  priefts  were  beyond  them.  Otoo 
placed  himfclf  between  the  two  drums,  and  defired  me  to 
Hand  by  him. 

The  ceremony  began,  as  ufual,  with  bringing  a young 
plantain-tree,  and  laying  it  down  at  the  king’s  feet.  After 
this  a prayer  was  repeated  by  the  priefts,  who  held  in  their 
hands  fcveral  tufts  of  ted  feathers,  and  alfo  a plume  of 
• oftrich  feathers,  which  I had  given  to  Otoo  on  my  firft  ar- 
rival, and  had  been  confecrated  to  this  ufe.  When  the 
priefts  had  made  an  end  of  the  prayer,  they  changed  their 
ftation,  placing  thcmfclvcs  between  us  and  the  moral ; and 
one  of  them,  the  fame  perfon  who  had  aifted  the  principal 
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part  the  day  before,  began  another  prayer,  which  laded  *72^ 

about  half  an  hour.  During  the  continuance  of  this,  the  >-  — > 

tufts  of  feathers  were,  one  by  one,  carried  and  laid  upon 

the  ark  of  the  Eatooa.  i 

Some  little  time  after,  four  pigs  were  produced  j one  of 
which  was  immediately  killed ; and  the  others  were  taken 
to  a fly,  hard  by,  probably  referved  for  fome  future  occa- 
fion  of  facrifice.  One  of  the  bundles  was  now  untied  i and 
it  was  found,  as  I have  before  obferved,  to  contain  the 
maro,  with  which  thefe  people  invcfl  their  kings ; and  which 
feems  to  anfwer,  in  fome  degree,  to  the  European  enfigns 
of  royalty.  It  was  carefully  taken  out  of  the  cloth,  in  which 
it  had  been  wrapped  up,  and  fpread,  at  full  length,  upon 
the  ground  before  the  priefts.  It  is  a girdle,  about  five 
yards  long,  and  fifteen  inches  broad ; and,  from  its  name, 
feems  to  be  put  on  in  the  fame  manner  as  is  the  common 
maro,  or  piece  of  cloth,  ufed,  by  thefe  people,  to  wrap  round 
the  waift.  It  was  ornamented  with  red  and  yellow  feathers  ; 
but  moftly  with  the  latter,  taken  from  a dove  found  upon 
the  Hland.  The  one  end  was  bordered  with  eight  pieces, 
each  about  the  fize  and  fhape  of  a horfe-fhoe,  having  their 
edges  fringed  with  black  feathers.  The  other  end  was 
forked,  and  the  points  were  of  different  lengths.  The  fea- 
thers were  in  fquare  compartments,  ranged  in  two  rows, 
and,  otherwife,  fo  difpofed  as  to  produce  a pleafing  cffcO. 

They  had  been  fil'd  parted  or  fixed  upon  fome  of  their  own 
country  cloth ; and  then  fewed  to  the  upper  end  of  the 
pendant  which  Captain  Wallis  had  difplayed,  and  left  flying 
alhore,  the  firft  time  that  he  landed  at  Matavai.  This  was 
what  they  told  us  ; and  we  had  no  reafon  to  doubt  it,  as 
we  could  eafily  trace  the  remains  of  an  Engliih  pendant. 

About  fix  or  eight  inches  fquare  of  the  maro  was  unorna- 

mented ; 
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Scjut-niier  mentcd  '•  there  being  no  feathers  upon  that  fpacc,  except  a 
. few  that  had  been  fent  by  Waheadooa,  as  already  men- 

tioned. The  priefts  made  a long  prayer,  relative  to  this 
part  of  the  ceremony  ; and,  if  I milloolc  not,  they  called  it 
the  prayer  of  the  maro.  When  it  was  finilhed,  the  badge  of 
royalty  was  carefully  folded  up,  put  into  the  cloth,  and  de- 
pofited  again  upon  the  moral. 

The  other  bundle,  which  I have  diftinguilhed  by  the 
name  of  the  ark,  was  next  opened,  at  one  end.  But  we 
were  not  allowed  to  go  near  enough  to  examine  its  myfte- 
rious  contents.  The  information  we  received  was,  that  the 
Eatcoa,  to  whom  they  had  been  facrificing,  and  whofe  name 
is  Ooro,  was  concealed  in  it ; or  rather,  what  is  fuppofed  to 
repfefent  him.  This  facred  repolitory  is  made  of  the  twilled 
fibres  of  the  hulk  of  the  cocoa-nut,  fhaped  fomewhat  like  a 
large  fid,  or  fugar-loaf;  that  is,  roundilh,  with  one  end 
much  thicker  than  the  other.  We  had,  very  often,  got 
fmall  ones  from  different  people,  but  never  knew  their  ufe 
before. 

By  this  time,  the  pig,  that  had  been  killed,  was  cleaned, 
and  the  entrails  taken  out.  Thcfe  happened  to  have  a con- 
siderable fliare  of  thofe  convulfive  motions,  which  often 
appear,  in  different  parts,  after  an  animal  is  killed ; and 
this  was  conlidered  by  the  fpcclators  as  a very  favourable 
omen  to  the  expedition,  on  account  of  which  the  lacrificcs 
had  been  offered.  After  being  expofed  for  fome  time,  that 
thofe  whochofe,  might  examine  their  appearances,  the  en- 
trails were  carried  to  the  priells,  and  laid  down  before 
them.  While  one  of  their  number  prayed,  another  in- 
fpciled  the  entrails  more  narrowly,  and  kept  turning  them 
gently  with  a flick.  When  they  had  been  fufficiently  exa- 
mined, they  were  thrown  into  the  fire,  and  left  to  con- 
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fame.  The  facrificed  pig,  and  its  liver,  eiv.  were  now  put  Sc.j7^;er 

upon  the  •wbatta,  where  the  dog  had  been  depofited  the  day  1 — > 

before;  and  then  all  the  feathers,  except  the  odrich  plume, 
were  inclofed  with  the  Eatooa , in  the  ark ; and  the  folemnity 
finally  clofed. 

Four  double  canoes  lay  upon  the  beach,  before  the  place  of 
facrifice,  all  the  morning.  On  the  fore-part  of  each  of  thefe, 
was  fixed  a fmall  platform,  covered  with  paltn-leaves,  tied 
in  myderious  knots  j and  this  alfo  is  called  a tnorai.  Some 
cocoa-nuts,  plantains,  pieces  of  bread-fruit,  filh,  and  other 
things,  lay  upon  each  of  thefe  naval  morait.  We  were  told,, 
that  they  belonged  to  the  Eatooa ; and  that  they  were  to  at- 
tend the  fleet  defigned  to  go  againft  Eimeo. 

The  unhappy  victim,  offered  to  the  objcdl  of  their  worfliip 
upon  thisoccafion,  feemed  to  be  a middle-aged  man ; and,  as 
we  were  told,  was  a towtow,  that  is,  one  of  the  lowed  clafs  of 
the  people.  But,  after  all  my  inquiries,  I could  not  learn,, 
that  he  had  been  pitched  upon,  on  account  of  any  particular 
crime,  committed  by  him,  meriting  death.  It  is  certain,, 
however,  that  they  generally  make  choice  of  fuch  guilty 
per  Cons  for  their  facrifices  j or  elfc  of  common,  low,  fel- 
lows, who  droll  about,  from  place  to  place,  and  from  ifland 
to  idand,  without  having  any  fixed  abode,  or  any  vifible  way 
of  getting  an  honed  livelihood;  of  which  defeription  of  men,, 
enough  arc  to  be  met  with  at  thefe  iflands.  Having  had  an 
opportunity  of  examining  the  appearance  of  the  body  of 
the  poor  fufferer,  now  offered  up,  I could  obferve,  that  it 
was  bloody  about  the  head  and  face,  and  a good  deal  bruifed; 
upon  the  right  temple  ; which  marked  the  manner  of  his. 
being  killed.  And  we  were  told,  that  he  had  been  privately 
knocked  on  the  head  with  a done.. 

Thofc 
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. '777-  Thofe  who  are  devoted  to  fuffer,  in  order  to  perform  this 

September.  1 

t y-—)  bloody  aft  of  worfhip,  are  never  apprized  of  their  fate,  till 

the  blow  is  given  that  puts  an  end  to  their  exiftence.  When- 
ever any  one  of  the  great  Chiefs  thinks  a human  facrificc 
neceflary,  on  any  particular  emergency,  he  pitches  upon 
the  viftim.  Some  of  his  trufly  fervants  are  then  fent,  who 
fall  upon  him  fuddcnly,  and  put  him  to  death  with  a club, 
or  by  ftoning  him.  The  king  is  next  acquainted  with  it, 
whofc  prcfencc,  at  the  folcmn  rites  that  follow,  is,  as  I was 
told,  abfolutely  neceflary;  and,  indeed,  on  the  prefen t oc- 
cafion,  we  could  obferve,  that  Otoo  bore  a principal  part- 
The  folemnity  itfelf  is  called  Poire  Eree,  or  Chief’s  Prayer; 
and  the  viftim,  who  is  offered  up,  Taata-taboo,  or  confe- 
cratcd  man.  This  is  the  only  inflancc  where  we  have  heard 
the  word  taboo  ufed  at  this  ifland,  where  it  feems  to  have 
the  fame  myfterious  fignification  as  at  Tonga ; though  it  is 
there  applied  to  all  cafes  where  things  are  not  to  be 
touched.  But  at  Otaheite,  the  word  raa  ferves  the  fame 
purpofe,  and  is  full  as  extenfive  in  its  meaning. 

The  moral  (which,  undoubtedly,  is  a place  of  worfhip,  fa- 
crifice,  and  burial,  at  the  fame  time),  where  the  facrificc 
was  now  offered,  is  that  where  the  fupreme  Chief  of 
the  whole  ifland,  is  always  buried,  and  is  appropriated  to 
his  family,  and  fome  of  the  principal  people.  It  differs 
little  from  the  common  ones,  except  in  extent.  Its  prin- 
cipal parr,  is  a large,  oblong  pile  of  ftones,  lying  loofely 
upon  each  other,  about  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  high,  con- 
tracted towards  the  top,  with  a fquarc  area,  on  each  fide, 
loofely  paved  with  pebble  ftones,  under  which  the  bones  of 
the  Chiefs  arc  buried.  At  a little  diftance  from  the  end 
neareft  the  fca,  is  the  place  where  the  facrifices  are  offered  ; 
which,  for  a considerable  extent,  is  alfo  loofely  paved. 

There 
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There  is  here  a very  large  fcafl'old,  or  wbatta,  on  which  the  Se'^‘bet 

offerings  of  fruits,  and  other  vegetables,  are  laid.  But  the  *—> 

animals  are  depofited  on  a fmaller  one,  already  mentioned, 
and  the  human  facrifices  are  buried  under  different  parts  of 
the  pavement.  There  are  feveral  other  reliques  which  igno- 
rant fupcrftition  had  fcattered  about  this  place;  fuch  as  fmall 
Hones,  raifed  in  different  parts  of  the  pavement;  fome  with 
bits  of  cloth  tied  round  them ; others  covered  with  it ; and 
upon  the  fide  of  the  large  pile,  which  fronts  the  area,  arc 
placed  a great  many  pieces  of  carved  wood,  which  are  fup- 
pofed  to  be  fometimes  the  refidcnce  of  their  divinities,  and, 
confcqucntly,  held  facred.  But  one  place,  more  particular 
than  the  reft,  is  a heap  of  ftones,  at  one  end  of  the  large 
•whatta,  before  which  the  facrificc  was  offered,  with  a kind 
of  platform  at  one  fide.  On  this  are  laid  the  fculls  of  all  the 
human  facrifices,  which  are  taken  up  after  they  have  been  fc- 
veral  months  under  ground.  Juft  above  them,  are  placed  a 
great  number  of  the  pieces  of  wood ; and  it  was  alfo  here, 
where  the  maro,  and  the  other  bundle,  fuppofed  to  contain  the 
god  Ooro  (and  which  I call  the  ark),  were  laid,  during  the  ce- 
remony; a circumftance  which  denotes  its  agreement  with 
the  altar  of  other  nations. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  a practice  fo  horrid  in  its 
own  nature,  and  fo  deftrutftive  of  that  inviolable  right  of 
fclf-prcfervation,  which  every  one  is  born  with,  flrould  be 
found  ftill  exifting ; and  (fuch  is  the  power  of  fupcrftition 
to  countera<5t  the  firlt  principles  of  humanity !)  exifting 
amongft  a people,  in  many  other  refpeefts,  emerged  from 
the  brutal  manners  of  favage  life.  What  is  ftill  worle,  it  is 
probable,  that  thefe  bloody  rites  of  worlhip  are  prevalent 
throughout  all  the  wide  extended  iflands  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  The  fimilarity  of  cuftoms  and  language,  which 
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September. 


our  late  voyages  have  enabled  us  to  trace,  between  the  moll 
diftant  of  thefe  iflands,  makes  it  not  unlikely,  that  fome  of 
the  more  important  articles  of  their  religious  infiitutions 
fhould  agree.  And,  indeed,  we  had  the  moll  authentic  in- 
formation, that  human  facrificcs  continue  to  be  offered  at 
the  Friendly  Klands.  When  I described  the  Natcbe  at  Tonga- 
taboo,  I mentioned  that,  on  the  approaching  fcquel  of  that 
feftival,  we  had  been  told,  that  ten  men  were  to  be  facri- 
ficed.  This  may  give  us  an  idea  of  the  extent  of  this  reli- 
gious maffacrc,  in  that  iiland.  And  though  we  fhould  fup- 
pofe,  that  never  more  than  one  perfon  is  faCrificed,  on  any 
fingle  occafion,  at  Otaheite,  it  is  more  than  probable,  that 
thefe  occafions  happen  fo  frequently,  as  to  make  a fhocking 
wade  of  the  human  racct  for  I counted  no  lefs  than  forty- 
nine  lkulls,  of  former  victims,  lying  before  the  moral,  where 
we  law  one  more  added  to  the  number.  And  as  none  of 
thofc  lkulls  had,  as  yet,  fuffered  any  confideCable  change 
from  the  weather,  it  may  hence  be  inferred,  that  no  great 
length  of  time  had  elapfed,  fincc,  at  lead,  this  conliderable 
number  of  unhappy  wretches  had  been  offered  upon  this 
altar  of  blood. 


The  cuftom,  though  no  confideration  can  make  it  ceafe 
to  be  abominable,  might  be  thought  lets  detrimental,  in 
fome  refpedls,  if  it  ferved  to  imprefs  any  awe  for  the  divi- 
nity, or  reverence  for  religion,  upon  the  minds  of  the  mul- 
titude. But  this  is  fo  far  from  being  the  cafe,  that  though 
a great  number  of  people  had  affcmbled  at  the  morai,  on 
this  occafion,  they  did  not  feem  to  Ihew  any  proper  reve- 
rence for  what  was  doing,  or  faying,  during  the  celebration 
of  the  rites.  And  Omai  happening  to  arrive,  after  they 
had  begun,  many  of  the  fpe«5tators  flocked  round  him,  and 
were  engaged,  the  remainder  of  the  time,  in  making  him 
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relate  fome  of  his  adventures,  which  they  liftened  to  with 

great  attention,  rcgardlefs  of  the  folcmn  ofliccs  performing  * 

by  their  priefts.  Indeed,  the  priefls  themfelves,  except  the 
one  who  chiefly  repeated  the  prayers,  either  from  their 
being  familiarized  to  fuch  objc&s,  or  from  want  of  confi- 
dence in  the  efficacy  of  their  inftitutions,  oblerved  very  little 
of  that  folemnity,  which  is  neceflary  to  give  to  religious 
performances  their  due  weight.  Their  drefs  was  only  an 
ordinary  one ; they  converfed  'ogether,  without  fcruple ; 
and  the  only  attempt  made  by  them  to  preferve  any  appear- 
ance of  decency,  was  by  exerting  their  authority,  to  prevent 
the  people  from  coming  upon  the  very  fpot  where  the  ce- 
remonies were  performed  j and  to  fufi’er  us,  as  Itrangers,  to 
advance  a little  forward.  They  were,  however,  very  candid 
in  their  anfwers  to  any  queftions  that  were  put  to  them, 
concerning  the  inftitution.  And,  particularly,  on  being 
aiked,  what  the  intention  of  it  was?  They  faid,  that  it  was 
an  old  cuftom,  and  was  agreeable  to  their  god,  who  de- 
lighted in,  or,  in  other  words,  came  and  fed  upon  the  fa- 
crificcs  ■,  in  confequcnce  of  which,  he  complied  with  their 
petitions.  Upon  its  being  objected,  that  he  could  not  feed 
on  thefe,  as  he  was  neither  feen  to  do  it,  nor  were  the  bo- 
dies of  the  animals  quickly  confumcd,  and  that  as  to  the 
human  victim,  they  prevented  his  feeding  on  him,  by  bury- 
ing him.  But  to  all  this  they  anfwcred,  that  he  came  in  the 
night,  but  invifibly  j and  fed  only  on  the  foul,  or  immate- 
rial part,  which,  according  to  their  doctrine,  remains  about 
the  place  of  facrifice,  until  the  body  of  the  victim  be  en- 
tirely wafted  by  putrefaction. 

It  were  much  to  be  wiflied,  that  this  deluded  people  may 
learn  to  entertain  the  fame  horror  of  murdering  their  fel- 
low-creatures, in  order  tofu  mi  fti  fuch  an  inviQble  banquet 
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September  t0  t'lc'r  g°d>  as  ^cy  now  have  of  feeding,  corporeally,  on 
V J human  flefh  themfclvcs.  And,  yet,  we  have  great  reafon 
to  believe,  that  there  was  a time  when  they  were  cannibals. 
We  were  told  (and  indeed  partly  faw  it),  that  it  is  a neccf- 
fary  ceremony,  when  a poor  wretch  is  facrificcd,  for  the 
pried  to  take  out  the  left  eye.  This  he  prefents  to  the  king, 
holding  it  to  his  mouth,  which  lie  defires  him  to  open ; bur, 
indead  of  putting  it  in,  immediately  withdraws  it.  This 
they  call  “ eating  the  man,”  or  *•  food  for  the  Chief;”  and, 
perhaps,  we  may  obferve  here  fome  traces  of  former  times* 
when  the  dead  body  was  really  feaded  upon. 

But  not  to  infid  upon  this  ; it  is  certain,  that  human  fa- 
crifices  are  not  the  only  barbarous  cudom  we  find  dill  pre- 
vailing amongd  this  benevolent,  humane  people.  For,  bc- 
fides  cutting  out  the  jaw-bones  of  their  enemies  dain  in 
battle,  which  they  carry  about  as  trophies,  they,  in  fome 
meafure,  offer  their  bodies  as  a facrifice  to  the  Eatooa.  Soon 
after  a battle,  in  which  they  have  been  vigors,  they  colledt 
• all  the  dead  that  have  fallen  into  their  hands,  and  bring 

. them  to  the  moral , where,  with  a great  deal  of  ceremony, 
•hey  dig  a hole,  and  bury  them  all  in  it,  as  fo  many  offer- 
ings to  the  gods ; but  their  fculls  arc  never  after  taken  up. 

Their  own  great  Chiefs,  that  fall  in  battle,  are  treated  in 
a different  manner.  We  were  informed,  that  their  late 
king  Tootaha,  Tubourai-tamaide,  and  another  Chief,  who 
fell  with  them  in  the  battle,  fought  with  thofe  of  Tiaraboo, 
and  were  brought  to  this  moral , at  Attahooroo.  There  their 
bowels  were  cut  out  by  the  prieds,  before  the  great  altar ; 
and  the  bodies  afterward  buried  in  three  different  places, 
which  were  pointed  out  to  us,  in  the  great  pile  of  dones, 
that  compofc  the  mod  confpicuous  part  of  this  moral.  And 
their  common  men,  who  alfo  fell  in  this  battle,  were  all 
4 buried 
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buried  in  one  hole,  at  the  foot  of  the  pile.  This,  Omai,  who  September, 
was  prefent,  told  me,  was  done  the  day  after  the  battle,  ' — « — 
with  much  pomp  and  ceremony,  and  in  the  midft  of  a great 
concourfe  of  people,  as  a thankfgiving  offering  to  the  Ea- 
tooa,  for  the  vidlory  they  had  obtained  ; while  the  van- 
quilhed  had  taken  refuge  in  the  mountains.  There  they 
remained  a week,  or  ten  days,  till  the  fury  of  the  vidtors 
was  over,  and  a treaty  let  on  foot,  by  which  it  was  agreed, 
that  Otoo  Ihould  be  declared  king  of  the  whole  ifland  ; and 
the  folcmnity  of  inverting  him  with  the  rnaro,  was  per- 
formed at  the  fame  moral,  with  great  pomp,  in  the  prefence 
of  all  the  principal  men  of  the  country. 


CHAP. 
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Conference  with  Towha. — Heevas  defcribed. — Omai  and 
Ocdidee  give  Dinners. — Fireworks  exhibited. — A re- 
markable Prefent  of  Cloth. — Manner  of  preferring  the 
Body  of  a dead  Chief. — Another  human  Sacrifice. — 
Riding  on  Horfeback . — Oloo's  Attention  to  fupply  Pro- 
vifions , and  prevent  Thefts. — Animals  given  to  him.— 
Etary,  and  the  Deputies  of  a Chief , have  Audiences. — 
A Mock-fight  of  Two  W dr  Canoes. — Naval  Strength 
of  thefe  IJlands, — Manner  of  conducing  a War. 


'177; 

September, 


T ueCday  *. 


TH  E clofe  of  the  very  Angular  feene,  exhibited  at  the 
morai,  which  I have  faithfully  defcribed  in  the  lad 
Chapter,  leaving  us  no  other  buftnefs  in  Attahooroo,  we 
embarked  about  noon,  in  order  to  return  to  Matavai ; and, 
in  our  way,  vifited  Towha,  who  had  remained  on  the  little 
iQand,  where  we  met  him  the  day  before.  Some  convoca- 
tion parted  between  Otoo  and  him,  on  the  prefent  poflure  of 
public  affairs  ; and  then  the  latter  folicited  me,  once  more, 
to  join  them  in  their  war  againrt  Eimeo.  By  my  politive  re- 
fufal  I entirely  loft  the  good  graces  of  this  Chief. 


Before  we  parted,  he  alkcd  us,  if  the  folemniry,  at  which 
we  had  been  prefent,  anfwered  our  expectations ; what  opi- 
nion we  had  of  its  eflicacy;  and  whether  we  performed  fuch 
adts  of  worlhip  in  our  own  country  ? During  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  horrid  ceremony,  wc  had  preferved  a profound 
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Iilencc  ; but  as  foon  as  it  was  doled,  had  made  no  fcruple  s 
in  exprefling  our  fentiments  very  freely  about  it,  to  Otoo,  — j 

and  thofe  who  attended  him  ; of  courfc,  therefore,  I did  not 
conceal  my  deteftation  of  it,  in  this  converfation  with 
Towha.  Bdides  the  cruelty  of  the  bloody  cuftcim,  I flrongly 
urged  the  unreafonablenefs  of  it;  telling  the  Chief,  that 
fuch  a facrificc,  far  from  making  the  Eatooa  propitious  to' 
their  nation,  as  they  ignorantly  believed,  would  be  the 
means  of  drawing  down  his  vengeance;  and  that,  from 
this  very  circumftance,  I took  upon  me  to  judge,  that  their 
intended  expedition  againft  Maheine  would  be  unfuccefsful. 

This  was  venturing  pretty  far  upon  conjecture;  but  Hill, 

I thought,  that  there  was  little  danger  of  being  miftaken. 

For  I found,  that  there  were  three  parties  in  the  ifland,  with 
regard  to  this  war;  one  extremely  violent  for  it;  another 
perfectly  indifferent  about  the  matter;  and  the  third  openly 
declaring  thcmfclves  friends  to  Maheine,  and  his  caufe.. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  of  difunion  diftraCting  their 
councils,  it  was  not  likely  that  fuch  a plan  of  military  ope- 
rations would  be  fettled,  as  could  infure  even  a probabi- 
lity of  fucccft.  In  conveying  our  fentiments  to  Towha, 
on  the  fubjeCt  of  the  late  facrilice,  Omai  was  made  ufe  of 
as  our  interpreter;  and  he  entered  into  our  arguments 
with  fo  much  fpirit,  that  the  Chief  feemed  to  be  in  great 
wrath  ; efpccially  when  he  was  told,  that  if  he  had  put  a 
man  to  death  in  England,  as  he  had  done  here,  his  rank 
would  not  have  protected  him  from  being  hanged  for 
it.  Upon  this,  he  exclaimed,  mac  no. ! nine  no ! [vile!  vile!] 
and  would  not  hear  another  word.  During  this  debate,, 
many  of  the  natives  were  prefent,  chiefly  the  attend- 
ants and  fervants  of  Towha  himfelf;  and  when  Omai  be- 
gan to  explain  the  punilhment  that  would  be  inflicted  in 
3 England, 
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England,  upon  the  greatell  man,  if  he  killed  the  meaneft 
fervant,  they  feemed  to  liften  with  great  attention ; and 
were,  probably,  of  a different  opinion  from  that  of  their 
mailer,  on  this  fubjedt. 

After  leaving  Towha,  wc  proceeded  to  Oparre,  where 
Otoo  preffed  us  to  fpend  the  night.  We  landed  in  the  even- 
ing ; and,  on  our  road  to  his  houfe,  had  an  opportunity  of 
obferving  in  what  manner  thefe  people  amufe  thcmfclves, 
in  their  private  hcevns.  About  a hundred  of  them  were 
found  fitting  in  a houfe  ; and  in  the  midil  of  them  were  two 
women,  with  an  old  man  behind  each  of  them,  heating  very 
gently  upon  a drum  ; and  the  women,  at  intervals,  finging 
in  a fofter  manner,  than  I ever  heard  at  their  other  diver- 
fions.  The  affembly  liftened  with  great  attention ; and 
were,  feemingly,  almoft  abforbed  in  the  pleafure  the  mufic 
gave  them ; for  few  took  any  notice  of  us,  and  the  per- 
formers never  once  flopped.  It  was  almoft  dark  before  wc 
reached  Otoo’s  houfe,  where  we  were  entertained  with  one 
of  their  public  heevas,  or  plays,  in  which  his  three  fillers 
appeared  as  the  principal  characters.  This  was  what  they 
call  a heeva  raii,  which  is  of  fuch  a nature,  that  no  body  is 
to  enter  the  houfe  or  area,  where  it  is  exhibited.  When  the 
royal  fillers  are  the  performers,  this  is  always  the  cafe. 
Their  drefs,  on  this  occalion,  was  truly  piCturcfque  and  ele- 
gant ; and  they  acquitted  themfclvcs,  in  their  parts,  in  a 
very  diftinguillied  manner;  though  fome  comic  interludes, 
performed  by  four  men,  feemed  to  yield  greater  pleafure  to 
the  audience,  which  was  numerous.  The  next  morning 
we  proceeded  to  Matavai,  leaving  Otoo  at  Oparre ; but  his 
mother,  lifters,  and  fcvcral  other  women,  attended  me  on 
board,  and  Otoo  himfclf  followed  loon  after. 

While 
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While  Otoo  and  I were  abfent  from  the  (hips,  they  had  „ *777- 
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been  but  fparingly  fupplied  with  fruit,  and  had  few  vifiters.  „ — j 

After  our  return,  we  again  overflowed  with  provifions,  and 
with  company. 

On  the  4th,  a party  of  us  dined  afhorc  with  Omai,  who  Thurfdejr  4. 
gave  excellent  fare,  confiding  of  filh,  fowls,  pork,  and  pud- 
dings. After  dinner,  I attended  Otoo,  who  had  been  one  of 
the  party,  back  to  his  houfe,  where  I found  all  his  fervants 
very  bufy,  getting  a quantity  of  provifions  ready  for  me. 

Amongfl  other  articles,  there  was  a large  hog,  which  they 
killed  in  my  prefence.  The  entrails  were  divided  into  eleven 
portions,  in  fuch  a manner,  that  each  of  them  contained 
a bit  of  every  thing.  Thefe  portions  were  difiributed  to  the 
fervants,  and  fome  drefled  theirs  in  the  fame  oven  with  the 
hog,  while  others  carried  off,  undrcfl'cd,  what  had  come  to 
their  (hare.  There  was  alfo  a large  pudding,  the  whole 
procefs  in  making  which,  I faw.  It  was  compofed  of  bread- 
fruit, ripe  plantains,  taro,  and  palm  or  pandanus  nuts,  each 
rafped,  feraped,  or  beat  up  fine,  and  baked  by  irfelf.  A 
quantity  of  juice,  expreffed  from  cocoa-nut  kernels,  was 
put  into  a large  tray,  or  wooden  vcffel.  The  other  articles, 
hot  from  the  oven,  were  depofited  in  this  veffel  j and  a few 
hot  Hones  were  alfo  put  in,  to  make  the  contents  fimmer. 

Three  or  four  men  made  ufe  of  (licks  to  ftir  the  feveral  in- 
gredients, till  they  were  incorporated  one  with  another,  and 
the  juice  of  the  cocoa-nut  was  turned  to  oil;  fo  that  the 
whole  mafs,  at  lad,  became  of  the  confiftency  of  a hafly- 
pudding. Some  of  thefe  puddings  are  excellent;  and  few 
that  we  make  in  England  equal  them.  I feldom,  or  never, 
dined  without  one,  when  I could  get  it,  which  was  not  al- 
ways the  cafe.  Otoo's  hog  being  baked,  and  the  pudding, 
which  I have  deferibed;  being  made,  they,  together  with 
Vol.  II.  H two 
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September  uv0  living  hogs,  and  a quantity  of  bread-fruit,  and  cocoa- 

v— nuts,  were  put  into  a canoe,  and  fent  on  board  my  (hip, 

followed  by  myfelf,  and  all  the  royal  family. 

Friday  5.  The  following  evening,  a young  ram,  of  the  Cape  breed, 
that  had  been  lambed,  and,  with  great  care,  brought  up 
on  board  the  fhip,  was  killed  by  a dog.  Incidents  are  of 
more  or  lefs  confequence,  as  conneiled  with  lituation.  In 
ourprefent  fituation,  defirous  as  I was  to  propagate  this  ufe- 
ful  race,  amongfl  thefe  iflands,  the  lofs  of  the  ram  was  a 
ferious  misfortune;  as  it  was  the  only  one  I had  of  that 
breed  ; and  I had  only  one  of  the  Englifh  breed  left. 

Sunday  7.  In  the  evening  of  the  7th,  we  played  off  fomc  fireworks 
before  a great  concourfe  of  people.  Some  were  highly  en- 
tertained with  the  exhibition  ; but  by  far  the  greater  num- 
ber of  fpctflators  were  terribly  frightened ; infomuch,  that 
it  was  with  difficulty  we  could  prevail  upon  them  to  keep 
together,  to  fee  the  end  of  the  fhew.  A table-rocket  was 
the  laft.  It  flew  off  the  table,  and  difperfed  the  whole 
crowd  in  a moment  1 even  the  moll  refolute  among  them 
fled  with  precipitation. 

Monday  8.  The  next  day,  a party  of  us  dined  with  our  former  fhip- 
matc,  Oedidee,  on  fifh  and  pork.  The  hog  weighed  about 
thirty  pounds  ; and  it  may  be  worth  mentioning,  that  it  was 
alive,  dreffed,  and  brought  upon  the  table,  within  the  hour. 
VVe  had  but  juft  dined,  when  Otoo  came,  and  afkcd  me,  if 
my  belly  was  full?  On  my  anfwering  in  the  affirmative,  he 
faid,  “ Then,  come  along  with  me.”  I,  accordingly,  went 
with  him  to  his  father’s,  where  I found  fome  people 
employed  in  drefling  two  girls  with  a prodigious  quantity  of 
fine  cloth,  after  a very  lingular  fafhion.  The  one  end  of  each 
piece  of  cloth,  of  which  there  were  a good  many,  was  held 
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up  over  the  heads  of  the  girls,  while  the  remainder  was  . .Q77- 

wrapped  round  their  bodies,  under  the  arm-pits.  Then  the  — r 

upper  ends  weie  let  fall,  and  hung  down  in  folds  to  the 
ground,  over  the  other,  fo  as  to  bear  fomc  refemblance  to 
a circular  hoop-petticoat.  Afterward,  round  the  outfide  of 
all,  were  wrapped  feveral  pieces  of  differently  coloured 
cloth,  which  confiderably  mcreafed  the  fizc ; fo  that  it  was 
not  lefs  than  five  or  fix  yards  in  circuit,  and  the  weight  of 
this  lingular  attire  was  as  much  as  the  poor  gills  could  fup- 
port.  To  each  were  hung  two  taames,  or  bread  plates,  by 
way  of  enriching  the  whole,  and  giving  it  a pidturelquc 
appearance.  Thus  equipped,  they  were  conduced  on  board 
the  lliip,  together  with  feveral  hogs,  and  a quantity  of 
fruit,  which,  with  the  cloth,  was  a prefent  to  me  from 
Otoo’s  father.  Perfons,  of  either  fex,  dreffed  in  this  man- 
ner, are  called  atce ; but,  I believe,  it  is  never  pradtifed,  ex- 
cept when  large  prefents  of  cloth  arc  to  be  made.  At  lead, 

I never  faw  it  pradtifed  upon  any  other  occafion ; nor,  indeed, 
had  I ever  fuch  a prefent  before ; but  both  Captain  Clcrke  and 
I had  cloth  given  to  us  afterward,  thus  wrapped  round  the 
bearers.  The  next  day,  I had  a prefent  of  five  hogs,  and  Tmrday  9. 
fomc  fruit,  from  Otoo ; and  one  hog,  and  fomc  fruit,  from 
each  of  his  fillers.  Nor  were  other  provifions  wanting.  For 
two  or  three  days,  great  quantities  of  mackerel  had  been 
caught  by  the  natives,  within  the  reef,  in  fcincs  ; fomc  of 
which  they  brought  to  the  Ihips  and  tents,  and  fold. 

Otoo  was  not  more  attentive  to  fupply  our  wants,  by  a 
fuccelfion  of  prefents,  than  he  was  to  contribute  to  our 
amufement,  by  a fuccelfion  of  diverfions.  A party  of  us 
having  gone  down  to  Oparre,  on  the  10th,  he  treated  us  WcdccC  10. 
with  what  may  be  called  a play.  His  three  fillers  were  the 
adtreffes ; and  the  drellcs,  that  they  appeared  in,  were  new 
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and  elegant ; lhat  is,  more  fo  than  wc  had  ufually  met  with 
at  any  of  thefe  iflands.  But  the  principal  objeft  I had  in  view, 
this  day,  in  going  toOparre,  was  to  take  a view  of  an  embalmed 
corpfe,  which  fome  of  our  gentlemen  had  happened  to  meet 
with  at  that  place,  near  the  rcfidencc  of  Otoo.  On  inquiry, 
I found  it  to  be  the  remains  of  Tec,  a Chief  well  known  to 
me;  when  I was  at  this  ifland,  during  my  lad  voyage.  It 
was  lying  in  a toopapaoy,  more  elegantly  condruided  than 
their  common  ones,  and  in  all  refpects  fimilar  to  that  lately 
feen  by  us  at  Oheitepcha,  in  which  the  remains  of  NVahea- 
dooa  are  depofited,  embalmed  in  the  fame  manner.  When 
wc  arrived  at  the  place,  the  body  was  under  cover,  and 
wrapped  up  in  cloth,  within  the  toopnpaoo ; but,  at  my  defire, 
the  man,  who  had  the  care  of  it,  brought  it  out,  and  laid  it 
upon  a kind  of  bier,  in  fuch  a manner,  that  we  had  as  full 
a view  of  it  as  wc  could  wifh  ; but  wc  were  not  allowed  to 
go  within  the  pales  that  inclofed  the  toopapaoo.  After  he 
had  thus  exhibited  the  corpfe,  he  hung  the  place  with 
mats  and  cloth,  fo  difpofed  as  to  produce  a very  pretty  effedt. 
Wc  found  the  body  not  only  entire  in  every  part ; but,  what 
furprized  us  much  more,  was,  that  putrefaction  feemed 
fcarccly  to  be  begun,  as  there  was  not  the  lead  difagreeable 
frnell  proceeding  from  it;  though  the  climate  is  one  of  the 
hotteft,  and  Tee  had  been  dead  above  four  months.  The 
only  remarkable  alteration  that  had  happened,  was  a fhrink- 
ing  of  the  mufcular  parts  and  eyes ; but  the  hair  and  nails 
were  in  their  original  date,  and  dill  adhered  firmly ; and 
the  feveral  joints  were  quite  pliable,  or  in  that  kind  of  re- 
laxed date  which  happens  to  perfons  who  faint  fuddenly. 
Such  were  Mr.  Anderfon’s  remarks  to  me,  who  alfo  told  me, 
that,  on  his  inquiring  into  the  method  of  effecting  this  pre- 
fervation  of  their  dead  bodies,  he  had  been  informed,  that, 
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foon  after  their  death,  they  arc  difembowelled,  by  drawing 

the  inteftines,  and  other  vifcera,  out  at  the  anus  j and  the  — < 

whole  cavity  is  then  filled  or  fluffed  with  doth,  introduced 
through  the  fame  part ; that  when  any  moifture  appeared 
on  the  flein,  it  was  carefully  dried  up,  and  the  bodies  after- 
ward rubbed  all  over,  with  a large  quantity  of  perfumed 
cocoa-nut  oil ; which,  being  frequently  repeated,  preierved 
them  a great  many  months ; but  that,  at  laft,  they  gradu- 
ally moulder  away.  This  was  the  information  Mr.  Ander- 
fon  received  ; for  my  own  part,  I could  not  learn  any  more 
about  their  mode  of  operation,  than  what  Omai  told  me, 
who  faid,  that  they  made  ufe  of  the  juice  of  a plant  which 
grows  amongft  the  mountains ; of  cocoa-nut  oil ; and  of 
frequent  waffling  with  fea-water.  I was  alfo  told,  that  the 
bodies  of  all  their  great  men,  who  die  a natural  death,  are 
preferved  in  this  manner ; and  that  they  expofe  them  to 
public  view  for  a very  confiderable  time  after.  At  firft,  they 
are  laid  out  every  day,  when  it  does  not  rain  ; afterward, 
the  intervals  become  greater  and  greater ; and,  at  laft,  they 
are  feldom  to  be  feen. 

In  the  evening,  we  returned  from  Oparrc,  where  we  left 
Otoo,  and  all  the  royal  family  ; and  I faw  none  of  them  till 
the  1 2th  ; when  all,  but  the  Chief  himfclf,  paid  me  a vifit.  r,iJa>  u. 
He,  as  they  told  me,  was  gone  to  Attahooroo,  to  aflift,  this 
day,  at  another  human  facrifice,  which  the  Chief  of  Tiara- 
boo  had  lent  thither  to  be  offered  up  at  the  moral.  This 
fecond  inftancc,  within  the  courfe  of  a few  days,  was  too 
melancholy  a proof,  how  numerous  the  victims  of  this 
bloody  fu  per  flit  ion  are  amongft  this  humane  people.  I 
would  have  been  prefent  at  this  facrifice  too,  had  I known 
of  it  in  time;  for,  now,  it  was  too  late.  From  the  very 
fame  caufc,  I miffed  being  prefent  at  a public  tranfaflion, 
i . ' which  i 
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September  palled  at  Oparre  the  preceding  day,  when  Otoo, 

> . — v — , with  all  the  folcmnities  obferved  on  fitch  occafions,  reflored 
to  the  friends  and  followers  of  the  late  king  Tootaha,  the 
lands  and  pofTeflions,  which  had  been  withheld  from  them 
ever  fincc  his  death.  Probably,  the  new  facrifke  was  the 
concluding  ceremony  of  what  may  be  called  the  reverfal  of 
attainder. 


Satordey  13.  The  following  evening,  Otoo  returned  from  exercifing  this 

Sunday  14.  mod  difagrceable  of  all  his  duties  as  fovereign ; and,  the 
next  day,  being  now  honoured  with  his  company.  Captain 
Clerke  and  I,  mounted  on  horfeback,  took  a ride  round  the 
plain  of  Matavai,  to  the  very  great  furprizc  of  a great  train 
of  people  who  attended  on  the  occafion,  gazing  upon  us, 
with  as  much  adonifhmcnt  as  if  we  had  been  centaurs. 
Omai,  indeed,  had,  once  or  twice,  before  this,  attempted 
to  get  on  horfeback;  but  he  had  as  often  been  thrown 
off,  before  he  could  contrive  to  feat  himfclf ; fo  that  this 
was  the  Crft  time  they  had  feen  any  body  ride  a horfe. 
What  Captain  Clerke  and  1 began,  was,  after  this,  repeated 
every  day,  while  we  (laid,  by  one  or  another  of  our  people. 
And  yet  the  curiofity  of  the  natives  continued  flill  unabated. 
They  were  exceedingly  delighted  with  thefe  animals,  after 
they  had  feen  the  ufe  that  was  made  of  them ; and,  as  far 
as  I could  judge,  they  conveyed  to  them  a better  idea  of  the 
greatnefs  of  other  nations,  than  all  the  other  novelties,  put 
together,  that  their  European  vifiters  had  carried  amongft 
them.  Both  thejiorfe  and  mare  were  in  good  cafe,  and 
looked  extremely  well. 

Mouday  ij.  The  next  day,  Etary,  or  Olla,  the  god  of  Bolabola,  who 
had,  for  fevcral  days  pad,  been  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Matavai,  removed  to  Oparre,  attended  by  fevcral  failing  ca- 
noes. We  were  told,  that  Otoo  did  not  approve  of  his  being 
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lo  near  our  ftation,  where  his  people  could  more  eafily  in-  &'777^ 
vade  our  property.  I mull  do  Otoo  the  jullice  to  fay,  that  • — « — -» 
he  took  every  method  prudence  could  fuggeft  to  prevent 
thefts  and  robberies  ; and  it  was  more  owing  to  his  regula- 
tions, than  to  our  own  circumfpedion,  that  fo  few  were 
committed.  He  had  taken  care  to  ered  a little  houfe  or  two, 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  behind  our  poll;  and  two 
others,  dofe  to  our  tents,  on  the  bank  between  the  river  and 
the  fca.  In  all  thefe  places  fome  of  his  own  people  con- 
ftantly  kept  watch  ; and  his  father  generally  refided  on 
Matavai  point ; fo  that  wc  were,  in  a manner,  furrounded 
by  them.  Thus  Rationed,  they  not  only  guarded  us  in  the 
night  from  thieves,  but  could  obferve  every  thing  that  palled 
in  the  day ; and  were  ready  to  colled  contributions  from 
fuch  girls  as  had  private  connexions  with  our  people ; 
which  was  generally  done  every  morning.  So  that  the 
mcafures  adopted  by  him  to  fecure  our  fafety,  at  the  fame 
time  ferved  the  more  eilential  purpofe  of  enlarging  his 
own  profits. 

Ctoo  informing  me,  that  his  prefence  was  ncceflary  at 
Oparre,  where  he  was  to  give  audience  to  the  great  per- 
fonage  from  Bolabola  •,  and  alking  me  to  accompany  him,  1 
readily  confcnted,  in  hopes  of  meeting  with  fomething  worth 
our  notice.  Accordingly  I went  with  him,  in  the  morning 
of  the  iCth,  attended  by  Mr.  Anderfon.  Nothing,  however,  T.tfd,y  lS 
occurred  on  this  occafion,  that  was  either  interelling  or  cu- 
rious. We  faw  Etary  and  his  followers  prefent  fome  coarfe 
cloth  and  hogs  to  Otoo  ; and  each  article  was  delivered  with 
fome  ceremony,  and  a fet  fpccch.  After  this,  they,  and 
fome  other  Chiefs,  held  a confutation  about  the  expedition 
to  Eimeo.  Etary,  at  firfl,  feemed  to  difapprove  of  it ; bur, 
at  laft,  his  objedions  were  over- ruled.  Indeed,  it  appeared, 
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>777-  next  day,  that  it  was  too  late  to  deliberate  about  this  mea- 

— > fure;  and  that  Tow  ha,  Potatou,  and  another  Chief,  had  al- 

ready  gone  upon  the  expedition  with  the  fleet  of  Attahoo- 
We(toef.  17.  roo.  For  a meflenger  arrived  in  the  evening,  with  intelli- 
gence that  they  had  reached  Eimeo,  and  that  there  had  been 
fome  fkirmifhes,  without  much  lofs  or  advantage  on  either 
fide, 

Thotrjjyis,  In  the  morning  of  the  18th,  Mr.  Anderfon,  myfelf,  and 
Omai,  went  again  with  Otoo  to  Oparre,  and  took  with  us 
the  flieep  which  I intended  to  leave  upon  the  illand,  con- 
fiding of  an  Englifh  ram  and  ewe,  and  three  Cape  ewes  ; 
all  which  I gave  to  Otoo.  As  all  the  three  cows  had  taken 
the  bull,  1 thought  I might  venture  to  divide  them,  and 
•carry  fome  to  TJlietea.  With  this  view,  I had  them  brought 
'before  us,  and  propofed  to  Etary,  that  if  he  would  leave  hi3 
bull  with  Oioo,  he  fliould  have  mine,  and  one  of  the  three 
-cows  ; adding,  that  [would  carry  them  for  him  to  Ulietea; 
for  I was  afraid  to  remove  the  Spanifli  bull,  left  fome  accident 
ihould  happen  to  him,  as  he  was  a bulky  fpirited  bead. 
To  this  propofal  of  mine,  Ltary,  at  firft,  made  fome  objec- 
tions ; but,  at  laft,  agreed  to  it ; partly  through  the  perfua- 
Jion  of  Omai.  However,  juft  as  the  cattle  were  putting 
into  the  boat,  one  of  Etary’s  followers  valiantly  oppofed 
^ny  exchange  whatever  being  made.  Finding  this,  and 
fufpetfting  that  Etary  had  only  confented  to  the  propofed 
arrangement,  for  the  prefent  moment,  to  plcafe  me;  and 
that,  after  1 was  gone,  he  might  take  away  his  bull,  and 
then  Otoo  would  not  have  one,  I thought  it  beft  to  drop 
the  idea  of  an  exchange,  as  it  could  not  be  made'  with  the 
mutual  confcrit  of  both  parties;  and  finally  determined  to 
leave  them  all  with  Otoo,  ftriclly  injoining  him  never  to 
fufTcr  them  to  be  removed  from  Oparre,  not  even  theSpaniQi 

bull. 
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bull,  nor  any  of  the  flieep,  till  he  fhould  get  a flock  of  young' s 
ones ; which  he  might  then  difpofc  of  to  his  friends,  and  — - „ — .< 
fend  to  the  neighbouring  iflands. 

This  being  fettled,  we  left  Etary  and  his  party  to  ru- 
minate upon  their  folly,  and  attended  Otoo  to  another  place, 
hard  by,  where  we  found  the  fervants  of  a Chief,  whofc 
name  I forgot  to  afk,  waiting  with  a hog,  a pig,  and  a dog, 
as  a prefent  from  their  matter  to  the  fovereign.  Thefe  were 
delivered  with  the  ufual  ceremonies,  and  with  an  harangue 
in  form,  in  which  the  fpeakcr,  in  his  matter’s  name,  en- 
quired after  the  health  of  Otoo,  and  of  all  the  principal 
people  about  him.  This  compliment  was  echoed  back  in 
the  name  of  Otoo,  by  one  of  his  minitters ; and  then  the 
difputc  with  Eimco  was  difeuffed,  with  many  arguments  for 
and  againft  it.  The  deputies  of  this  Chief  were  for  profecut- 
ing  the  war  with  vigour,  and  advifed  Otoo  to  offer  a human 
facrifice.  On  the  other  hand,  a Chief,  who  was  in  conttant  at- 
tendance on  Otoo’s  perfon,  oppofed  it,  fccmingly,  with  great 
flrength  of  argument.  This  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion, 
that  Otoo  himfclf  never  entered  heartily  into  the  fpirit  of 
this  war.  He  now  received  repeated  meffages  from  Towha, 
ftrongly  foliciting  him  to  flatten  to  his  aflittance.  We  were 
told,  that  his  licet  was,  in  a manner,  furrounded  hy  that  of 
Mahcinc;  but  that  neither  the  one,  nor  the  other,  durll 
hazard  an  engagement. 

After  dining  with  Otoo,  we  returned  to  Matavai,  leaving 
him  at  Oparre.  This  day,  and  alfo  the  19th,  we  were  very  19. 
fparingly  fupplied  with  fruit.  Otoo  hearing  of  this;  he  and 
his  brother,  who  had  attached  himfclf  to  Captain  Clerke, 
came  from  Oparre,  between  nine  and  ten  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  will)  a large  fupply  for  both  Ihips.  This  marked 
his  humane  attention  more  ftrongly,  than  any  tiling  he  had 
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*777-  » hitherto  done  for  us.  The  next  day,  all  the  royal  family 
orPai;.jtn  c^me  wj(jj  prefents;  fo  that  our  wants  were  not  only  relieved, 
s>turjs)  »o.  we  jla^  more  provifions  than  we  could  confume. 

Having  got  all  our  water  on  board,  the  fhips  being  caulked, 
the  rigging  overhauled,  and  every  thing  put  in  order,  I began 
to  think  of  leaving  the  ifland,  that  I might  have  fufficicnt 
time  to  fpare  for  vifiting  the  others  in  this  neighbourhood. 
With  this  view,  we  removed  from  the  fliore  our  obferva- 
torics,  and  inftruments,  and  bent  the  fails.  Early  the  next 
Sunday  j».  moyning,  Otoo  came  on  board  to  acquaint  me,  that  all  the 
■war  canoes  of  Matavai,  and  of  three  other  diftrias  adjoin- 
ing, were  going  to  Oparre,  to  join  thole  belonging  to  that 
part  of  the  ifland ; and  that  there  would  be  a general  re- 
view there.  Soon  after,  the  fquadron  of  Matavai  was  all 
in  motion  ; and,  after  parading  a while  about  the  bay,  af- 
fembled  afhorc,  near  the  middle  of  it.  1 now  went  in 
my  boat  to  take  a view  of  them. 

Of  thofc  with  flages,  on  which  they  fight,  or  what  they 
call  their  war  canoes,  there  were  about  lixty  ; with  near  as 
many  more  of  a fmallcr  Gzc.  I was  ready  to  have  attend- 
ed them  to  Oparre;  but,  foon  after,  a refolution  was  taken 
by  the  Chiefs,  that  they  fliould  not  move  till  the  next  day. 

I looked  upon  this  to  be  a fortunate  delay,  as  it  afforded  me  ' 
a good  opportunity  to  get  feme  infight  into  their  manner 
of  fighting.  With  this  view,  1 expreffed  my  wilh  to  Otoo, 
that  he  would  order  fome  of  them  to  go  through  the  nc- 
ccffary  manoeuvres.  Two  were,  accordingly,  ordered  out 
into  the  bay;  in  one  of  which,  Otoo,  Mr.  King,  and  myfelf 
embarked ; and  Omai  went  on  board  the  other.  When  we 
had  got  fufficicnt  fca-room,  we  faced,  and  advanced  upon 
each  other,  and  retreated  by  turns,  as  quick  as  our  rowers 

could  paddle.  During  this,  the  warriors  on  the  flages  flou- 
r , riflied 
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lilhed  their  weapons,  and  played  a hundred  antic  tricks, 
which  could  anfwer  no  other  end,  in  my  judgment,  than  to 
work  up  their  pailions,  and  prepare  them  for  fighting. 
Otoo  flood  by  the  fide  of  our  ftage,  and  gave  the  neceflary 
orders,  when  to  advance,  and  when  to  retreat.  In  this, 
great  judgment,  and  a quick  eye,  combined  together,  feemed 
requifite,  to  feizc  every  advantage  that  might  oiler,  and  to 
avoid  giving  any  advantage  to  the  adverfary.  At  laft,  after 
advancing  and  retreating  to  and  from  each  other,  at  Icaft  a 
dozen  of  times,  the  two  canoes  clofed,  head  to  head,  or 
flage  to  ftage;  and,  after  a Ihort  conflict,  the  troops  on  our' 
ftage  were  fuppofed  to  be  all  killed,  and  we  were  boarded 
by  Omai  and  his  aflociates.  At  that  very  inftant,  Otoo,  and 
all  our  paddlers  leaped  over-board,  as  if  reduced  to  the  nc- 
ceflity  of  endeavouring  to  favc  their  lives  by  fwimming. 

If  Omai’s  information  is  to  be  depended  upon,  their  naval 
engagements  are  not  always  conducted  in  this  manner.  He 
told  me,  that  they  fometimes  begin  with  lafhing  the  two 
veffels  together,  head  to  head,  and  then  fight  till  all  the 
warriors  are  killed,  on  one  fide  or  the  other.  But  this  clofe 
combat,  I apprehend,  is  never  praftifed,  but  when  they  are 
determined  to  conquer  or  die.  Indeed,  one  or  the  other 
tnuft  happen  ; for  all  agree,  that  they  never  give  quarter, 
unlcfs  it  be  to  referve  their  prifoners  for  a more  cruel  death 
the  next  day. 

The  power  and  flrength  of  thefe  iflands  lie  entirely  in 
their  navies.  I never  heard  of  a general  engagement  on 
land  ; and  all  their  dccifive  battles  arc  fought  on  the  water. 
If  the  time  and  place  of  confiicT:  are  fixed  upon  by  both 
parties,  the  preceding  day  and  night  arc  fpent  in  diverfions 
and  feafling.  Toward  morning,  they  launch  the  canoes, 
put  every  thing  in  order,  and,  with  the  day,  begin  the 

I 2 battle; 
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Scptmba  battle  i the  fate  of  which  generally  decides  the  difputc.  The 

' vanquifhed  favc  thcmfelves  by  a precipitate  flight ; and 

fuch  as  reach  the  Qiore  fly,  with  their  friends,  to  the  moun- 
tains; for  the  vigors,  while  their  fury  lafts,  fpare  neither 
the  aged,  nor  women,  nor  children.  The  next  day,  they 
afTemblc  at  the  morai,  to  return  thanks  to  the  Eatooa  for 
the  vidlory,  and  to  offer  up  the  flain  as  facrifices,  and  the 
prifoners  alfo,  if  they  have  any.  After  this,  a treaty  is  fet  on 
foot;  and  the  conquerors,  for  the  nioft  part,  obtain  their  own 
terms ; by  which  particular  diftridts  of  land,  and,  fome- 
times,  whole  iflands,  change  their  owners.  Omai  told  us, 
that  he  was  once  taken  a prifoncr  by  the  men  of  Bolabola, 
and  carried  to  that  ifland,  where  he  and  fome  others  would 
have  been  put  to  death  the  next  day,  if  they  had  not  found 
means  to  efcape  in  the  night. 

As  foon  as  this  mock- fight  was  over,  Omai  put  on  his 
fait  of  armour,  mounted  a ftage  in  one  of  the  canoes,  and 
was  paddled  all  along  the  Chore  of  the  bay  ; fo  that  every 
one  had  a full  view  of  him.  His  coat  of  mail  did  not  draw 
the  attention  of  his  countrymen  fo  much  as  might  have 
been  expetfled.  Some  of  them,  indeed,  had  feen  a part  of 
it  before ; and  there  were  others,  again,  who  had  taken 
fuch  a diflike  to  Omai,  from  his  imprudent  condutfl  at  this 
place,  that  they  would  hardly  look  at  any  thing,  however 
Angular,  that  was  exhibited  by  him. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

The  Day  of  failing  fixed — Peace  made  with  Eimeo. — De- 
bates about  it,  and  Otoo's  ConduX  blamed, — A Solem- 
nity at  the  Mcrai  on  the  Occafion , defcribed  by  Mt\ 

King. — Obfervations  upon  it. — Infiance  of  Otoo's  Art. 

— Omai's  IV or  Canoe,  and  Remarks  upon  bis  Behaviour. 

— Otoo's  Prefent , and  Mejfage  to  the  King  of  Great 
Britain. — Reflexions  on  our  Manner  of  Traffic,  and  on 
the  good  Treatment  ice  met  with  at  Otabeite. — Account 
of  the  Expedition  of  the  Spaniards. — Their  FiXions  to 
depreciate  the  Englfij. — Wifioes  expreffed  that  no  Settle- 
ment may  be  made.  — Omai's  Jealoufy  of  another 
Traveller. 

EARLY  in  ihc  morning  of  the  221],  Otoo  and  his  fa-  Sr^c.r 

ther  came  on  board,  to  know  when  I propofed  fail-  • LI 

ing.  For,  having  been  informed,  that  there  was  a good  **' 

harbour  at  Eimeo,  I had  told  them,  that  I ihould  vifit  that 
ifland  on  my  way  to  Huaheine  and  they  were  defirous  of 
taking  a paflage  with  me,  and  of  their  fleet  failing,  at  the 
time,  to  reinforce  Towha.  As  I was  ready  to  take  my  de- 
parture, 1 left  it  to  them  to  name  the  day;  and  the  Wednef- 
day  following  was  fixed  upon ; when  I was  to  take  on  board. 

Otoo,  his  father,  mother,  and,  in  Ihort,  the  whole  family. 

Thele  points  being  fettled,  I propofed  fetting  out  imme- 
diately for  Oparre,  where  all  the  fleet,  fitted  out  for  the  ex- 
pedition, was  to  aflemble  this  day,  and  to  be  reviewed. 

I had 
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I had  but  juft  time  to  get  into  my  boat,  when  news  was 
brought,  that  Towha  had  concluded  a treaty  with  Maheine, 
and  had  returned  with  his  fleet  to  Attahooroo.  This  unex- 
pected event  made  all  further  proceedings,  in  the  military 
way,  quite  unncceffary ; and  the  war  canoes,  inftead  of  ren- 
dczvouGng  at  Oparre,  were  ordered  home  to  their  refpcClive 
diftriCts.  This  alteration,  however,  did  not  hinder  me  from 
following  Otoo  to  Oparre,  accompanied  by  Mr.  King  and 
Omai.  Soon  after  our  arrival,  and  while  dinner  was  pre- 
paring, a meflenger  arrived  from  Eimeo,  and  related  the 
conditions  of  the  peace;  or  rather  of  the  truce,  it  being  only 
for  a limited  time.  The  terms  were  difadvantageous  to  Ota- 
heite ; and  much  blame  was  thrown  upon  Otoo,  whofe  de- 
lay, in  fending  reinforcements,  had  obliged  Towha  to  fub- 
mit  to  a difgraceful  accommodation.  It  was  even  currently 
reported,  that  Towha,  refenting  his  not  being  fupported, 
had  declared,  that,  as  foon  as  I fhould  leave  the  ifland, 
he  would  join  his  forces  to  thofe  of  Tiaraboo,  and  attack 
Otoo  at  Matavai,  or  Oparre.  This  called  upon  me  to  declare, 
in  the  rnoft  public  manner,  that  I was  determined  to  efpoufe 
the  intercft  of  my  friend,  againft  any  fuch  combination ; and 
that  whoever  presumed  to  attack  him,  fhould  feel  the 
weight  of  my  heavy  difpleafure,  when  I returned  again  to 
their  ifland.  My  declaration,  probably,  had  the  defired  ef- 
feCl;  and,  if  Towha  had  any  fuch  hoftile  intention  at  flrft, 
we  foon  heard  no  more  of  the  report.  Whappai,  Otoo’s  fa- 
ther, highly  difapproved  of  the  peace,  and  blamed  Towha 
very  much  for  concluding  it.  This  fenfible  old  man  wifely 
judged,  that  my  going  down  with  them  to  Eimeo  rauft  have 
been  of  Angular  fervice  to  their  caufe,  though  I fliould  take 
no  other  part  whatever  in  the  quarrel.  And  it  was  upon 
this  that  he  built  all  his  arguments,  and  maintained,  that 

Otoo 
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Otoo'had  adled  properly  by  waiting  for  raei  though  this 
had  prevented  his  giving  affiflance  to  Towha  fo  foon  as  he 
expe&ed. 

Our  debates  at  Opa’rre,  on  this  fubjeft,  were  hardly  end- 
ed, before  a meffenger  arrived  from  Towha,  dcfiring  Otoo’s 
attendance,  the  next  day,  at  the  morai  in  Attahooroo,  to  give 
thanks  to  the  Gods  for  the  peace  he  had  concluded ; at  lead, 
fuch  was  Omai's  account  to  me,  of  the  obje<5l  of  this  folem- 
nitv.  I was  afked  to  go;  but  being  much  out  of  order, 
was  obliged  to  decline  it.  Defirous,  however,  of  knowing 
what  ceremonies  might  be  obferved  on  fo  memorable  an 
occafion,  I fent  Mr.  King,  and  Omai,  and  returned  on  board 
my  Ihip,  attended  by  Otoo’s  mother,  his  three  fillers,  and 
eight  more  women.  At  fird,  I thought  that  this  numerous 
train  of  females  came  into  my  boat  with  no  other  view  than 
to  get  a paflage  to  Matavai.  But  when  we  arrived  at  the 
Ihip,  they  told  me,  they  intended  palling  the  night  on 
board,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  undertaking  the  cure  of 
the  diforder"  I complained  of;  which  was  a pain  of  the 
rheumatic  kind,  extending  from  the  hip  to  the  foot.  J ac- 
cepted the  friendly  offer,  had  a bed  fpread  for  them  upon 
thc  cabbin  floor,  and  fubmitted  myfelf  to  their  dire<5tions. 
1 was  defired  to  lay  myfelf  down  amongd  them.  Then,  as 
many  of  them  as  could  get  round  me,  began  to  fqueeze  me 
with  both  hands,  from  head  to  foot,  but  more  particularly  on 
the  parts  where  the  pain  was  lodged,  till  they  made  my  bones 
crack,  and  my  flefh  became  a perfeft  mummy.  In  fhort, 
after  undergoing  this  difeipline  about  a quarter  of  an  hour, 
I was  glad  to  get  away  from  them.  However,  the  opera- 
tion gave  me  immediate  relief,  which  encouraged  me  to 
fubmit  to  another  rubbing-down  before  I went  to  bed;  and 
it  was  fo  effedtual,  that  I found  myfelf  pretty  eafy  all  the 

night 
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September  n'£^u  after.  My  female  phyficians  repeated  thrir  preferip- 
* tion  the  next  morning,  before  they  went  afhore,  and  again, 

Tueklay  *3.  # 

in  the  evening,  when  they  returned  on  board  ; after  which, 
I found  the  pains  entirely  removed  j and  the  cure  being 
Wednef.  *4.  perfeifted,  they  took  their  leave  of  me  the  following  morn- 
ing. This  they  call  romee ; an  operation  which,  in  my  opi- 
nion, far  exceeds  the  flefh-brufh,  or  any  thing  of  the  kind 
that  we  make  ufe  of  externally.  It  is  univerfally  ptatflifed 
atnongft  thefe  iflanders ; being  fometimes  performed  by  the 
men,  but  more  generally  by  the  women.  If,  at  any  time, 
one  appears  languid  and  tired,  and  fits  down  by  any  of 
them,  they  immediately  begin  to  practife  the  romee  upon 
his  legs ; and  I have  always  found  it  to  have  an  exceedingly 
good  effect  *. 

Tbiirflsyj;.  In  the  morning  of  the  2jth,  Otoo,  Mr.  King,  and  Otnai, 
returned  from  Attahooroo;  and  Mr.  King  gafe  me  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  what  he  had  feen : 

“ Soon  after  you  left  me,  a fecond  mefiengcr  came  from 
Towha  to  Otoo,  with  a plantain-tree.  It  was  funfet  when 
we  embarked  in  a canoe  and  left  Oparre.  About  nine  o’clock 
we  landed  at  Tettaha,  at  that  extremity  which  joins  to  Atta- 
hooroo. Before  we  landed,  the  people  called  to  us  from 
the  fhore ; probably,  to  tell  us  that  Towha  was  there.  The 
meeting  of  Otoo  and  this  Chief,  I cxpe&cd,  would  afford 
fomc  incident  worthy  of  obfervation.  Otoo,  and  bis  attend- 
ants, went  and  feated  themfelves  on  the  beach,  clofe  to 
the  canoe  in  which  Towha  was.  He  was  then  afleep;  but 
his  fervants  having  awakened  him,  and  mentioning  O coo’s 
name,  immediately  a plantain-tree  and  a dog,  were  laid  at 


* See  Captain  Wallis’s  account  of  the  fame  operation  performed  on  himfclf,  and 
his  firlt  Lieutenant,  in  Hawk  if  worth's  CslUOitH)  VoL  i.  p.  46  3. 
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Oroo’s  feet ; and  many  of  Towha's  people  came  and  talked 
■with  him,  as  I conceived,  about  their  expedition  to  Eimeo. 
After  I had,  for  fome  time,  remained  feated  clofe  to  Otoo, 
Towha  neither  flirting  from  his  canoe,  nor  holding  any 
converfation  with  us,  I went  to  him.  He  afked  me  if  Toote 
was  angry  with  him.  I anfwered,  No:  that  he  was  his  taioi 
and  that  he  had  ordered  me  to  go  to  Attahooroo  to  tell  him 
fo.  Omai  now  had  a long  converfation  with  this  Chief; 
but  I could  gather  no  information  of  any  kind  from  him. 
On  my  returning  to  Otoo,  he  feemed  defirous,  that  I fhould 
go  to  eat,  and  then  to  fleep.  Accordingly,  Omai  and  I left 
him.  On  queftioning  Omai,  he  faid,  the  reafon  of  Towha's 
not  ftirring  from  his  canoe,  was  his bfing  lame;  but  that,  pre- 
fently,  Otoo  and  he  would  converfc  together  in  private.  This 
feemed  true ; for  in  a little  time,  thofe  we  left  with  Otoo 
came  to  us ; and,  about  ten  minutes  after,  Otoo  himfelf 
arrived,  and  we  all  went  to  fleep  in  his  canoe. 

The  next  morning,  the  ava  was  in  great  plenty.  One 
man  drank  fo  much  that  he  loft  his  fenfes.  I fhould  have 
fuppofed  him  to  be  in  a fit,  from  the  convulfions  that  agi- 
tated him.  Two  men  held  him,  and  kept  plucking  off  his 
hair  by  the  roots.  I left  this  fpeiftacle  to  fee  another  that 
was  more  affcifling.  This  was  the  meeting  of  Towha  and 
his  wife,  and  a young  girl,  whom  I underftood  to  be  his 
daughter.  After  the  ceremony  of  cutting  their  heads,  and 
difeharging  a tolerable  quantity  of  blood  and  tears,  they 
wafhed,  embraced  the  Chief,  and  feemed  unconcerned.  But 
the  young  girl’s  fufTerings  were  not  yet  come  to  an  end. 
Tcrridiri  * arrived  ; and  file  went,  with  great  compofure, 
to  repeat  the  fame  ceremonies  to  him,  which  fhe  had  juft 
performed  on  meeting  her  father.  Towha  had  brought  a 

• Tcrridiri  is  Oberea’s  Ton.  See  an  account  of  the  royal  family  of  Otafecitc,  in 
Hau'k/fwmb 's  Csllciliwj  Vol.  ii.  p,  154.. 
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'777-  large  war  canoe  from  Eimeo.  I enquired  if  he  had  killed 
J the  people  belonging  to  her ; and  was  told,  that  there  was 
no  man  in  her  when  (lie  was  captured. 

We  left  Tettaha,  about  ten  or  eleven  o’clock,  and  landed, 
clofe  to  the  morai  of  Attahooroo,  a little  after  noon.  There 
lay  three  canoes,  hauled  upon  the  beach,  oppofite  the  morai, 
with  three  hogs  expofed  in  each : their  iheds,  or  awnings, 
had  fomething  under  them  which  1 could  not  difeern.  We 
expedted  the  folemnity  to  be  performed  the  fame  afternoon  ; 
but  as  neither  Towha  nor  Potatou  had  joined  us,  nothing 
was  done. 

A Chief  from  Eimeo  came  with  a fmall  pig,  and  a plan- 
tain-tree, and  placed  them  at  Otoo’s  feet.  They  talked  fomo 
time  together ; and  the  Eimeo  Chief  often  repeating  the 
words,  Warry,  ivarry,  “ falfe,”  I fuppofed  that  Otoo  was  re- 
lating to  him  what  he  had  heard,  and  that  the  other  de- 
nied it. 

The  next  day  (Wednefday)  Towha,  and  Potatou,  with 
about  eight  large  canoes,  arrived,  and  landed  near  the  morai. 
Many  plantain-trees  were  brought,  on  the  part  of  different 
Chiefs,  to  Otoo.  Towha  did  not  ftir  from  his  canoe.  The  cere- 
mony began  by  the  principal  prieft  bringing  out  the  maro , 
wrapped  up:  and  a bundle,  fhaped  like  a large  fugar-loaf. 
Thefe  were  placed  at  the  head  of  what  I underftood  to  be  a 
grave.  Then  three  priefts  came,  and  fat  down  oppofite, 
that  is,  at  the  other  end  of  the  grave ; bringing  with  them  a 
plantain-tree,  the  branch  of  fome  other  tree,  and  the  fheath 
of  the  flower  of  the  cocoa-nut  tree. 

The  priefts,  with  thefe  things  in  their  hands,  feparately 
repeated  fentences;  and,  at  intervals,  two,  and  fometimes 
all  three  fung  a melancholy  ditty,  little  attended  to  by  the 
people.  This  praying  and  finging  continued  for  an  hour. 
Then,  after  a fhort  prayer,  the  principal  prieft  uncovered 
4 the 
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the  maro ; and  Otoo  rofe  up,  and  wrapped  it  about  him,  *777^ 
holding,  at  the  fame  time,  in  his  hand,  a cap  or  bonnet,  v — v — j 
compofed  of  tlie  red  feathers  of  the  tail  of  the  tropic  bird, 
mixed  with  other  feathers  of  a dark  colour.  He  Hood  in 
the  middle  fpacc,  facing  the  three  pricils,  who  continued 
their  prayers  for  about  ten  minutes  ; when  a man,  darting 
from  the  crowd,  faid  fomething  which  ended  with  the 
word  heiva and  the  crowd  echoed  back  to  him,  three  times, 

Eared  This,  as  I had  been  told  before,  was  the  principal  part 
of  the  folemnity. 

The  company  now  moved  to  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  great 
pile  of  flones,  where  is,  what  they  call,  the  king’s  morai; 
which  is  not  unlike  a large  grave.  Here  the  fame  ceremony 
was  performed  over  again,  and  ended  in  three  cheers.  The 
maro  was  now  wrapped  up,  and  cncrcafcd  in  its  fplcndor  by 
the  addition  of  a fmall  piece  of  red  feathers,  which  one  of 
the  priefts  gave  Otoo  when  he  had  it  on,  and  which  he 
■duck  into  it. 

From  this  place,  the  people  went  to  a large  hut,  clofe  by 
the  moral,  where  they  feated  themfelves  in  much  greater  or- 
der than  is  ufual  among  them.  A man  of  Tiaraboo,  then 
made  on  oration,  which  laded  about  ten  minutes.  He  was 
followed  by  an  Attahooroo  man  ; afterward  Potatou  fpoke 
with  much  greater  fluency  and  grace  than  any  of  them  j 
for,  in  general,  they  fpoke  in  Ihort,  broken  fentences,  with  a 
motion  of  the  hand  that  was  rather  awkward.  Tootco,  Otoo’s 
orator,  fpoke  next ; and,  after  him,  a man  from  Eimco.  Two 
or  three  more  fpeechcs  were  made;  but  not  much  attended 
to.  Omai  told  me,  that  the  fpeeches  declared,  that  they 
fhould  not  fight,  but  all  be  friends.  As  many  of  the  fpeakers 
exprefled  themfelves  with  warmth,  poflibly  there  were  fome 

K a recrimi- 
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s — v-— i In  the  midft  of  their  fpcaking,  a man  of  Attahooroo  got  np, 
with  a fling  fattened  to  his  waift,  and  a large  done  placed 
upon  his  flioulder.  After  parading  near  a quarter  of  an 
hour,  in  the  open  fpace,  repeating  fomething  in  a Tinging 
tone,  he  threw  the  ftonc  down.  This  ftone,  and  a plantain 
tree  that  lay  at  Otoo’s  feet,  were,  after  the  fpeeches  ended, 
carried  to  the  morai ; and  one  of  the  priefts,  and  Otoo  with 
him,  faid  fomething  upon  the  occaiion. 

On  our  return  to  Oparrc,  the  Tea  breeze  having  fet  in,  we 
were  obliged  to  land  ; and  had  a pleafant  walk  through  al- 
moft  the  whole  extent  of  Tettaha  to  Oparre.  A tree,  with 
two  bundles  of  dried  leaves  fufpended  upon  it,  marked  the 
boundary  of  the  two  diftrifts.  The  man  who  had  per- 
formed the  ceremony  of  the  ftone  and  fling  came  with  us. 
With  him,  Otoo’s  father  had  a long  converfation.  He 
feemed  very  angry.  I underftood,  he  was  enraged  at  the 
part  Towha  had  taken  in  the  Eimeo  bufinefs.” 

From  what  I can  judge  of  this  folemnity,  as  thus  de- 
scribed by  Mr.  King,  it  had  not  been  wholly  a tliankfgiving, 
as  Omai  told  us  ; but  rather  a confirmation  of  the  treaty  ; 
or,  perhaps,  both.  The  grave,  which  Mr.  King  fpeaks  of, 
Teems  to  be  the  very  fpot  where  the  celebration  of  the  rites 
began,  when  the  human  facrifice,  at  which  I was  prefent, 
was  offered,  and  before  which  the  vuflim  was  laid,  after 
being  removed  from  the  Tea  fide.  It  is  at  this  part  of  the  morai, 
alfo,  that  they  firft  invert  their  kings  with  the  mara.  Omai, 
who  had  been  prefent  when  Otoo  was  made  king,  deferibed 
to  me  the  whole  ceremony,  when  we  were  here  ; and  I find 
it  to  be  almoft  the  fame,  as  this  that  Mr.  King  has  now  de- 
feribed, though  we  underftood  it  to  be  upon  a very  different 
occafton.  The  plantain  tree,  fo  often  mentioned,  is  always 

the 
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the  firft  thing  introduced,  not  only  in  all  their  religious  ce-  s 

remonies,  but  in  all  their  debates,  whether  of  a public  or  > — » • 

private  nature.  It  is  alfo  ufed  on  other  occafions  ; perhaps 
many  more  than  we  know  of.  While  Towha  was  at  Eimeo, 
one  or  more  meflengers  came  from  him  to  Otoo  every  day. 

The  meflenger  always  came  with  a young  plantain  tree  in 
his  hand,  which  he  laid  down  at  Otoo's  feet,  before  he  fpokc 
a word;  then  feated  liimfelf  before  him,  and  related  what 
he  was  charged  with.  I have  fecn  two  men  in  fuch  high 
difpute  that  I expected  they  would  proceed  to  blows ; yet. 

On  one  laying  a plantain  tree  before  the  other,  they  have 
both  become  cool,  and  carried  on  the  argument  without  far- 
ther animofity.  In  Ihort,  it  is,  upon  all  occafions,  the 
olive-branch  of  thefe  people. 

The  war  with  Eimeo,  and  the  folemn  rites  which  were 
the  confequencc  of  it,  being  thus  finally  elofed,  all  our 
friends  paid  us  a vifit  on  the  26th  ; and,  as  they  knew  that 
we  were  upon  the  point  of  failing,  brought  with  them  more 
hogs  than  we  could  take  off  their  hands.  For,  having  no 
fait  left,  to  preferve  any,  we  wanted  no  more  than  for  pre- 
fent  ufe. 

The  next  day,  I accompanied  Otoo  to  Oparre ; and,  before  Saturday  t?, 
I left  it,  I looked  at  the  cattle  and  poultry,  which  I had  con- 
. figned  to  my  friend’s  care,  at  that  place.  Every  thing  was 
in  a promifing  way ; and  properly  attended  unto.  Two  of 
the  geefe,  and  two  of  the  ducks  were  fitting;  but  the  pea 
and  turkey  hens  had  not  begun  to  lay.  I got  from  Otoo 
four  goats ; two  of  which  I intended  to  leave  at  Ulietea* 
where  none  had  as  yet  been  introduced  ; and  the  other  two, 

I propofed  to  referve  for  the  ufe  of  any  other  iflands  I might 
meet  with,  in  my  paffage  to  the  North.  • 

* A circum.- 
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* *777-  A circumftance  which  I (hall  now  mention  of  Otoo,' wilt 

September* 

«. — . fliew,  that  thefe  people  are  capable  of  much  addrefs  and 

art,  to  gain  their  purpofes.  Amongll  other  things,  which, 
at  different  times,  I had  given  to  this  Chief,  was  a fpying- 
glafs.  After  having  it  in  his  poffeflion  two  or  three  days, 
tired  of  its  novelty,  and  probably  finding  it  of  no  ufc  to 
him,  he  carried  it  privately  to  Captain  Clcrke,  and  told  him, 
that,  as  he  had  been  his  very  good  friend,  he  had  got  a pre- 
fent  for  him,  which  he  knew  would  be  agreeable.  “ But, 
fays  Otoo,  you  mull  not  let  Toole  know  it,  bccaufe  he  wants 
it,  and  I would  not  let  him  have  it.”  He  then  put  the  glafs 
into  Captain  Clerke’s  hands  ■,  at  the  fame  time,  alluring  him, 
that  he  came  honcftly  by  it.  Captain  Clerke,  at  firll,  de- 
clined accepting  it ; but  Otoo  infilled  upon  it,  and  left  it 
with  him.  Some  days  after,  he  put  Captain  Clerke  in  mind 
of  the  glafs  ; who,  though  he  did  not  want  it,  was  yet  de- 
firous  of  obliging  Otoo ; and  thinking,  that  a few  axes 
would  be  of  more  ufe  at  this  ifland,  produced  four  to  give 
him  in  return.  Otoo  no  fooncr  faw  this,  than  he  faid, 
“ Toole  offered  me  five  for  it."  “ Well,  fays  Captain 
Clerke,  if  that  be  the  cafe,  your  fricndlhip  for  me  fliall 
not  make  you  a lofer,  and  you  lhall  have  fix  axes.”  Thefe 
he  accepted ; but  defired  again,  that  I might  not  be  told 
what  he  had  done. 

Our  friend  Omai  got  one  good  thing,  at  this  ifland,  for 
the  many  good  things  he  gave  away.  This  was  a very  fine 
double  failing  canoe,  completely  equipped,  and  fit  for  the 
fea.  Some  time  before,  I had  made  up  for  him,  a fuit  of 
Englilh  colours  ; but  he  thought  thefe  too  valuable  to  bs 
ufed  at  this  time ; and  patched  up  a parcel  of  colours,  fuch 
as  flags  and  pendants,  to  the  number  of  ten  or  a dozen, 
which  he  fpread  on  different  parts  of  his  veffel,  all  at  the 

fame 
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fame  time ; and  drew  together  as  many  people  to  look  at 

her,  as  a man  of  war  would,  drolled,  in  a European  port.  < — « — < 

Thefe  flreamers  of  Omai  were  a mixture  of  Englifli, 

French,  Spanifli,  and  Dutch,  which  were  all  the  European 
colours  that  he  had  feen.  When  I was  laft  at  this  iiland,  I 
gave  to  Otoo  an  Englifli  jack  and  pendant,  and  to  Towha  a 

pendant ; which  1 now  found  they  had  preferved  with  the  * 

grcatell  care. 

Omai  had  alfo  provided  himfclf  with  a good  flock  of 
cloth  and  cocoa-nut  oil,  which  are  not  only  in  greater 
plenty,  but  much  better,  at  Otahcite,  than  at  any  of  the 
Society  lllands ; infomuch,  that  they  are  articles  of  trade. 

Omai  would  not  have  behaved  fo  inconfiflcntly,  and  fi> 
much  unlike  himfclf,  as  he  did,  in  many  inftances,  but 
for  his  fitter  and  brother-in-law,  who,  together  with  a few 
more  of  their  acquaintance,  engrofled  him  entirely  to  them- 
fclves,  with  no  other  view  than  to  ftrip  him  of  every  thing 
he  had  got.  And  they  would,  undoubtedly,  have  fucceeded 
in  their  fcheme,  if  I had  not  put  a flop  to  it  in  time,  by 
taking  the  moil  ufeful  articles  of  his  property  into  my  pof- 
fcllion.  But  even  this  would  not  have  faved  Omai  from 
ruin,  if  1 had  fuffered  thefe  relations  of  his  to  have  gone 
with,  or  to  have  followed  us  to,  his  intended  place  of  fettle- 
ment,  Huaheine.  This  they  had  intended;  but  I difap- 
pointed  their  farther  views  of  plunder,  by  forbidding  them 
to  fhew  thcmfclves  in  that  iiland,  while  1 remained  in 
the  neighbourhood ; and  they  knew  me  too  well  not  to 
comply. 

On  the  28th,  Otoo  came  on  board,  and  informed  me,  that  SanAy  2$. 
he  had  got  a canoe,  which  he  defired  1 would  take  with  me, 
and  carry  home,  as  a prefent  from  him  to  the  Earce  rahie 
no  Prelane it  being  the  only  thing,  he  fa  id,  that  he  could. 

« . fend 
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■777^  fend  worth  his  Majefty’s  acceptance.  I was  not  a little 
■ ■ pleafed  with  Otoo,  for  this  mark  of  his  gratitude.  It  was  a 

thought  entirely  his  own,  not  one  of  us  having  given  him 
the  leaft  hint  about  it ; and  it  fhewed,  that  he  fully  under- 
ftood  to  whom  he  was  indebted  for  the  moft  valuable  pre- 
fents  that  he  had  received.  At  firft,  I thought,  that  this  ca- 
noe had  been  a model  of  one  of  their  veffcls  of  war ; but  I 
foon  found,  that  it  was  a fmall  ivabah,  about  fixteen  feet 
long.  It  was  double,  and  feemed  to  have  been  built  for  the 
purpofe  s and  was  decorated  with  all  thofe  pieces  of  carved 
work,  which  they  ufually  fix  upon  their  canoes.  As  it  was 
too  large  for  me  to  take  on  board,  I could  only  thank  him 
for  his  good  intention  j but  it  would  have  pleafed  him  much 
better,  if  his  prefent  could  have  been  accepted. 

We  were  detained  here  fome  days  longer  than  I expe&ed, 
by  light  breezes  from  the  Weft,  and  calms  by  turns  ; fo  that 
we  could  not  get  out  of  the  bay.  During  this  time,  the 
fhips  were  crowded  with  our  friends,  and  furrounded  by  a 
multitude  of  canoes ; for  not  one  would  leave  the  place,  till 
« we  were  gone.  At  length,  at  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon 

MonJiy  19.  ‘l16  29'h,  the  wind  came  at  Eaft,  and  we  weighed  anchor. 

As  foon  as  the  fhips  were  under  fail,  at  the  requeft  of  Otoo, 
and  to  gratify  the  curiofity  of  his  people,  1 fired  feven  guns, 
loaded  with  fhot;  after  which,  all  our  friends,  except  him, 
and  two  or  three  more,  left  us  with  fuch  marks  of  afloflion 
and  grief,  as  fufficicntly  fhewed  how  much  they  regretted 
our  departure.  Otoo  being  defirous  of  feeing  the  fhip  fail, 
1 made  a ftretch  out  to  fea,  and  then  in  again  ; when  he  alio 
bill  us  farewell,  and  went  afliore  in  his  canoe. 

The  frequent  vifits  we  had  lately  paid  to  this  illand,  feem 
to  have  created  a full  perfuafion,  that  the  intcrcourfe  will 
uot  be  dil'coniinued.  It  was  ftri&ly  enjoined  to  me  by  Otoo. 

' to 
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to  requeft,  in  bis  name,  the  Earee  rabic  no  Pretime,  to  fend  s.’t^( 
him,  by  the  next  Ihips,  red  feathers,  and  the  birds  that  pro- 
ducc  them  ; axes  ; half  a dozen  mufkets,  with  powder  and 
Ihot ; and,  by  no  means,  to  forget  horfes. 

I have  occafionally  mentioned  my  receiving  confidcrable 
prefents  from  Otoo,  and  the  reft  of  the  family,  without  fpc- 
cifying  what  returns  1 made.  It  is  cuftomary  for  thefc 
people,  when  they  make  a prefenr,  to  let  us  know  what 
they  expect  in  return  ; and  we  find  it  neceflary  to  gratify 
them ; fo  that,  what  we  get  by  way  of  prefent,  comes 
dearer  than  what  we  get  by  barter.  But  as  we  were 
fometimes  prefled  by  occafional  fcarcity,  we  could  have 
rccourfc  to  our  friends  for  a prefent,  or  fupply,  when  we 
could  not  get  our  wants  relieved  by  any  other  method ; 
and,  therefore,  upon  the  whole,  this  way  of  traffic  was 
full  as  advantageous  to  us  as  to  the  natives.  For  the  mod 
part,  1 paid  for  each  feparate  article  as  I received  it,  except 
in  my  intercourfe  with  Otoo.  His  prefents,  generally,  came 
fo  fall  upon  me,  that  no  account  was  kept  between  us. 
Whatever  he  afkcd  for,  that  I could  fpare,  he  had  whenever 
he  afked  for  it ; and  I always  found  him  moderate  in  hi* 
demands. 

If  I could  have  prevailed  upon  Omai  to  fix  himfelf  at 
Otahcite,  I fhould  not  have  left  it  fo  foon  as  I did.  For 
there  was  not  a probability  of  our  being  better  or  cheaper 
fupplied  with  refrefhmcnts  at  any  other  place,  than  we 
continued  to  be  here,  even  at  the  time  of  our  leaving  it. 
Bcfidcs,  fuch  a cordial  friendfhip  and  confidence  fubfifted 
between  us  and  the  inhabitants,  as  could  hardly  be  expetfled 
any  where  elfej  and,  it  was  a little  extraordinary,  that  this 
friendly  intercourfe  had  never  once  been  fufpended,  by  any 
untoward  accident ; nor  had  there  been  a theft  committed 
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p'tcmbcr  t*iat  dcferves  to  be  mentioned.  Not  that  I believe  their  mo- 
rals,  in  this  refpert,  to  be  much  mended ; but  am  rather  of 
opinion,  that  their  regularity  of  conduct  was  owing  to  the 
fear,  the  Chiefs  were  under,  of  interrupting  a traffic  which 
they  might  conlider  as  the  means  of  fecuring  to  themfelves 
a more  confiderable  fharc  of  our  commodities,  than  could 
have  been  got  by  plunder  or  pilfering.  Indeed,  this  point  I 
fettled  at  the  firft  interview  with  their  Chiefs,  after  my  ar- 
rival. For,  obferving  the  great  plenty  that  was  in  the  ifland, 
and  the  eagernefs  of  the  natives  to  pofTefs  our  various  ar- 
ticles of  trade,  1 refolvcd  to  make  the  mod  of  thefc  two 
favourable  circumftanccs,  and  explained  myfclf,  in  the  mod 
decifive  terms,  that  I would  not  fuffer  them  to  rob  us,  as 
they  had  done  upon  many  former  occafions.  In  this,  Omai 
was  of  great  ufe,  as  I inftrurted  him  to  point  out  to  them 
the  good  confequcnccs  of  their  honed  conduct ; and  the 
fatal  mifehiefs  they  mud  expert  to  fuller  by  deviating 
from  it. 

It  is  not  always  in  the  power  of  the  Chiefs  to  prevent  rob- 
beries ■,  they  arc  frequently  robbed  themfelves ; and  com- 
plain of  it  as  a great  evil.  .Otoo  left  the  mod  valuable 
things  he  had  from  me,  in  my  pofleflion,  till  the  day  before 
we  failed  ; and  the  reafon  he  gave  for  it  was,  that  they  were 
no  where  fo  fafe.  Since  the  bringing  in  of  new  riches,  the 
inducements  to  pilfering  mud  have  incrcafed.  The  Chiefs, 
fenfiblc  of  this,  are  now  extremely  defirous  of  cheds.  They 
feerned  to  fet  much  value  upon  a few  that  the  Spaniards  had 
left  amongd  them ; and  they  were  continually  afking  us 
for  fome.  I had  one  made  for  Otoo,  the  dimenfions  of 
which,  according  to  his  own  dirertions,  were  eight  feet  in 
length,  live  in  breadth,  and  about  three  in  depth.  Locks 
and  bolts  were  not  a fuflicient  fecurity ; but  it  mud  be  large 
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enough  for  two  people  to  fleep  upon,  by  way  of  guarding  s 
it  in  the  night.  * — »" — 1 

It  will  appear  a little  extraordinary,  that  we,  who  had  a 
fmattering  of  their  language,  and  Omai,  bcfidcs,  for  an 
interpreter,  could  never  get  any  clear  account  of  the  time 
when  the  Spaniards  arrived,  how  long  they  flayed,  and 
when  they  departed.  The  more  we  inquired  into  this  mat- 
ter, the  more  we  were  convinced  of  the  inability  of  moft 
of  thefe  people  to  remember,  or  note  the  time,  when  pail 
events  happened;  cfpecially  if  it  exceeded  ten  or  twenty 
months.  It,  however,  appeared,  by  the  date  of  the  inferip- 
tion  upon  the  crofs,  and  by  the  information  we  received 
from  the  moft  intelligent  of  the  natives,  that  two  fliips  ar- 
rived at  Oheitepeha  in  1 774,  foon  after  I left  Matavai,  which 
was  in  May,  the  fame  year.  They  brought  with  them  the 
houfe  and  live  flock,  before  mentioned.  Some  laid,  that, 
after  landing  thefe  things,  and  fome  men,  they  failed  in 
quell  of  me,  and  returned  in  about  ten  days.  But  I have 
fome  doubt  of  the  truth  of  this,  as  they  were  never  feen, 
cither  at  Huahcine,  or  at  Ulietca.  The  live  flock  they  left 
here,  confided  of  one  bull,  fome  goats,  hogs,  and  dogs, 
and  the  male  of  fome  other  animal ; which  we  afterward 
found  to  be  a ram,  and,  at  this  time,  was  at  Bolabola,  whither 
the  bull  was  alfo  to  have  been  tranfported. 

The  hogs  are  of  a large  kind;  have  already  greatly  im- 
proved the  breed  originally  found  by  us  upon  the  ifland ; 
and,  at  the  time  of  our  late  arrival,  were  very  numerous. 

Goats  arc,  alfo,  in  tolerable  plenty,  there  being  hardly  a 
Chief  of  any  note  who  has  not  got  fome.  As  to  the  dogs 
that  the  Spaniards  put  afliorc,  which  are  of  two  or  three 
forts,  I think  they  would  have  done  the  ifland  a great  deal 
more  fervice,  if  they  had  hanged  them  all,  inftcad  of  leav- 
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ing  them  upon  it. 
ram  fell  a vidlim. 


It  was  to  one  of  them,  that  my  young 


When  thefe  fliips  left  the  illand,  four  Spaniards  remained 
behind.  Two  were  priefts,  one  a fervant,  and  the  fourth 
made  himfelf  very  popular  among  the  natives,  who  dif- 
tinguilh  him  by  the  name  of  Mateema.  He  feems  to  have 
been  a perfon  who  had  fludied  their  language,';  or,  at  lead, 
to  have  fpoken  it  fo  as  to  be  underflood ; and  to  have  taken 
uncommon  pains  to  imprefc  the  minds  of  the  iflanders  with 
the  moll  exalted  ideas  of  the  great nefs  of  the  Spanifh  na- 
tion, and  to  make  them  think  meanly  of  the  Englifli.  He 
even  went  fo  far  as  to  allure  them,  that  we  no  longer  ex- 
iilcd  as  an  independent  nation  j that  Pretane  was  only  a 
fmall  illand,  which  they,  the  Spaniards,  had  entirely  de- 
flroyed;  and,  for  me,  that  they  had  met  with  me  at  fea, 
and,  with  a few  Ihot,  had  fent  my  lhip,  and  every  foul  in 
her,  to  the  bottom  ; fo  that  my  vifiting  Otahcite,  at  this 
time,  was,  of  courfe,  very  unexpcdled.  All  this,  and  many 
other  improbable  falfchoods,  did  this  Spaniard  make  thefe 
people  believe.  If  Spain  had  no  other  views,  in  this  expedi- 
tion, but  to  depreciate  the  Englifh,  they  had  better  have 
kept  their  fhips  at  home  ; for  my  returning  again  to  Ota- 
heitc,  was  conlidercd  as  a complete  confutation  of  all  that 
Mateema  had  faid. 


" With  what  dellgn  the  pricfls  flayed,  we  can  only  guefs. 
If  it  was  to  convert  the  natives  to  the  catholic  faith,  they 
have  not  fucceeded  in  any  one  inftance.  But  it  docs  not  ap- 
pear, that  they  ever  attempted  it ; for,  if  the  natives  are  to 
be  believed,  they  never  converfed  with  them,  either  on  this, 
or  on  any  other  fubjedf.  The  priefts  refided  conftantly  in 
thehoufeat  Oheitepcha;  but  Mateema  roved  about,  vifiting 
mod  parts  of  the  illand.-  At  length,  after  he  and  his  com- 
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panions  had  Raid  ten  months,  two  fhips  came  to  Oheitepcha,  St 
took  them  on  board,  and  failed  again  in  five  days.  This  ' — 
hafty  departure  (hews,  that,  whatever  dcfigiv  the  Spaniards 
might  have  had  upon  this  ifland,  they  had  now  laid  it  alide. 

And  yet,  as  I was  informed  by  Otoo,  and  many  others,  before 
they  went  away,  they  would  have  the  natives  believe,  that 
they  flill  meant  to  return,  and  to  bring  with  them  houfes, 
all  kinds  of  animals,  and  men  and  women  who  were  to 
fettle,  live,  and  die,  on  the  ifland.  Otoo,  when  he  told  me 
this,  added,  that  if  the  Spaniards  fliould  return,  he  would 
not  let  them  come  to  Matavai  Fort,  which,  he  faid,  was  ours. 

It  was  eafy  to  fee,  that  the  idea  plcafed  him ; little  thinking, 
that  the  completion  of  it  would,'  at  once,  deprive  him  of 
his  kingdom,  and  the  people  of  their  liberties.  This  (hews 
with  what  facility  a fetilement  might  be  made  at  Otaheitc  ; . 
which,  grateful  as  I am  for  repeated  good  offices,  I hope 
will  never  happen.  Our  occalional  viftts  may,  in  fornc  rc- 
fpeds,  have  benefited  its  inhabitants ; but  a permanent 
ellablifliment  amongft  them,  conduded  as  moft  European 
cllablifltments  amongft  Indian  nations  have  unfortunately 
been,  would,  I fear,  give  them  juft  caufe  to  lament,  that 
our  fhips  had  ever  found  them  out.  Indeed,  it  is  very  un- 
likely, that  any  meafure  of  this  kind  fhould  ever  be  feri- 
oufly  thought  of,  as  it  can  neither  ferve  the  purpofes  of 
public  ambition,  nor  of  private  avarice;  and,  without  fitch 
inducements,  I may  pronounce,  that  it  will  never  be  un- 
dertaken. 

I have  already  mentioned  the  vifit  that  I had  from  one  of 
the  two  natives  of  this  ifland,  who  had  been  carried  by  the 
Spaniards  to  Lima.  1 never  faw  him  afterward ; which  I 
rather  wondered  at,  as  I had  received  him  wiih  uncommon 
4 civility.  I believe,  however,  that  OmaL  had  kept  him  at  a 
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diflanoe  from  me,  by  fomc  rough  ufage  ; jealous,  that  there 
fhould  be  another  traveller  upon  the  ifland,  who  might  vie 
with  himfclf.  Our  touching  at  Teneriffe  was  a fortunate  cir- 
cumilancc  for  Omai ; as  he  prided  himfelf  in  having  vilited 
a place  belonging  to  Spain,  as  well  as  this  man.  I did  not 
meet  with  the  other,  who  had  returned  from  Lima ; but 
Captain  Clerke,  who  had  feen  him,  fpoke  of  him  as  a low 
fellow,  and  as  a little  out  of  his  fenfes.  His  own  country- 
men, I found,  agreed  in  the  fame  account  of  him.  In  Ihort, 
rhefe  two  adventurers  feemed  to  be  held  in  no  cfleem. 
They  had  nor,  indeed,  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  return  home 
with  fuch  valuable  acquifitjons  of  property,  as  we  had  be- 
llowed upon  Omai ; and  with  the  advantages  lie  reaped 
from  his  voyage  to  England,  it  mull  be  his  own  fault,  if  he 
fhould  fink  into  the  fame  flatc  of  infignificance. 
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CHAP.  V, 

Arrival  at  Eimeo. — Two  Harbours  there , and  an  Account 
of  them. — Vifit  from  Maheine , Chief  of  the  If  and. — 

His  Perfon  defcribed. — A Goat  folen , and  fent  back 
ivith  the  Thief — Another  Goat  folen  and  fecreted— 
Meafures  taken  on  the  Occafon. — Expedition  crofs  the 
If  and.  — Houfes  and  Canoes  burnt . — The  Goat  deli- 
vered up,  and  Peace  rcfored, — Some  Account  of  the 
If  and,  &c. 

AS  I did  not  give  up  my  defign  of  touching  at  Eimeo,  & 

at  day-break,  in  the  morning  of  the  30th,  after  leav-  > — - — -> 
ing  Otahcite,  1 flood  for  the  North  end  of  the  ifland ; the  Tlc  d:‘!'  J°’ 
harbour,  which  I wiflied  to  examine,  being  at  that  part  of 
it.  Cmai,  in  his  canoe,  having  arrived  there  long  before 
us,  had  taken  fome  neceflary  meafures  to  (hew  us  the  place. 

However,  we  were  not  without  pilots,  having  feveral  men 
of  Otaheite  on  board,  and  not  a few  women.  Not  caring  to 
truft  entirely  to  thefe  guides,  I fent  two  boats  to  examine 
the  harbour;  and  on  their  making  the  fignal  for  fafe  an- 
chorage, we  flood  in  with  the  fliips,  and  anchored  clofe  up 
to  the  head  of  the  inlet,  in  ten  fathoms  water,  over  a bot- 
tom of  foft  mud,  and  moored  with  a hawfer  fall  to  the. 
ihore. 

This  harbour,  which  is  called  Taloo,  is  fltuated  upon  the 
North  fide  of  the  ifland,  in  the  diftrict  of  Oboonohoo,  or 
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Poonohoo.  It  runs  in  South,  or  South  by  Eaft,  between 
j the  hills,  above  two  miles.  For  fccurity,  and  goodnefs  of 
its  bottom,  it  is  not  inferior  to  any  harbour  that  1 have  met 
with  at  any  of  the  idands  in  this  ocean;  and  it  has  this  ad- 
vantage over  mod  of  them,  that  a Ihip  can  fail  in  and  out, 
with  the  reigning  trade  wind  ; fo  that  the  accefs  and  recefs 
are  equally  eafy.  There  are  feveral  rivulets  that  fall  into  it. 
The  one,  at  the  head,  is  fo  confiderable  as  to  admit  boats  to 
go  a quarter  of  a mile  up,  where  we  found  the  water  per- 
.feftly  frefh.  Its  banks  are  covered  with  the  pooroo  tree;  as 
it  is  called  by  the  natives,  which  makes  good  firing,  and 
which  they  fet  no  value  upon ; fo  that  wood  and  water  arc 
to  be  got  here  with  great  facility. 

■On  the  fame  fide  of  the  ifiand,  and  about  two  miles  to 
the  Eaftward,  is  the  harbour  of  Parowroah,  much  larger 
within  than  that  of  Taloo  j but  the  entrance,  or  opening  in 
the  reef  (for  the  whole  iiland  is  furrounded  by  a reef  of 
coral  rock)  is  confiderably  narrower,  and  lies  to  leeward  of 
the  harbour.  Thefc  two  dcfe&s  are  fo  flriking,  that  the 
harbour  of  Taloo  mud  always  have  a decided  preference. 
It  is  a little  extraordinary,  that  I Ihould  have  been  three 
times  at  Otaheite  before,  and  have  once  fent  a boat  to 
Eimeo,  and  yet  not  know,  till  now,  that  there  was  a har- 
bour in  it.  On  the  contrary,  I always  underdood,  there  was 
not.  Whereas,  there  are  net  only  the  two  above  mentioned, 
but  one  or  rwo  more,  on  the  South  fide  of  the  iiland.  But 
thefe  lad  are  not  fo  confiderable  as  the  two  we  have  jud  de- 
feribed,  and  of  which  a lketch  has  been  made  for  the  ufe 
of  thofc  who  may  follow  us  in  fnch  a voyage. 

We  had  no  fooncr  anchored,  than  the  Ihips  were  crowded 
with  the  inhabitants,  whom  curiofity  alone  brought  on 
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board ; for  they  had  nothing  with  them  for  the  purpofes  of 
barter.  But,  the  next  morning,  this  deficiency  was  fup- 
plied ; fcveral  canoes  then  arriving  from  more  dillant  parts, 
which  brought  with  them  abundance  of  bread-fruit,  cocoa- 
nuts,  and  a few  hogs.  Thefe  they  exchanged  for  hatchets, 
nails,  and  beads ; for  red  feathers  were  not  fo  much  fought 
after  here  as  at  Otaheite.  The  fhip  being  a good  deal  peft- 
ered  with  rats,  I hauled  her  within  thirty  yards  of  the  fliore, 
as  near  as  the  depth  of  water  would  allow,  and  made 
a path  for  them  to  get  to  the  land,  by  faltening  hawfers.to 
the  trees.  It  is  faid,  that  this  experiment  has  fometimes 
fucceeded ; bur,  1 believe,  we  got  clear  of  very  few,  if  any, 
of  the  numerous  tribe  that  haunted  us. 


•777- 
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In  the  morning  of  the  ad,  Maheine,  the  Chief  of  the  Thurfday,. 
ifland,  paid  me  a vifit.  He  approached  the  fhip  with  great 
caution,  and  it  required  fome  perfuafion  to  get  him  on 
board.  Probably,  he  was  under  fome  apprehenfionsof  mif- 
cliief  from  us,  as  friends  of  the  Otaheiteans  ; thefe  people, 
not  being  able  to  comprehend,  how  we  can  be  friends  with 
any  one,  without  adopting,  at  the  fame  time,  bis  caufe 
againft  his  enemies.  Maheine  was  accompanied  by  his 
wife,  who,  as  I was  informed,  is  filler  to  Oamo,  of  Otaheite, 
of  whofe  death  we  had  an  account,  while  we  were  at  this 
illand.  I made  prefents  to  both  of  them,  of  l'uch  things  as 
they  feemed  to  fet  the  higheft  value  upon  ; and  after  a flay 
of  about  half  an  hour,  they  went  away.  Not  long  after, 
they  returned  with  a large  hog,  which  they  meant  as  a re- 
turn for  my  prefent ; but  I made  them  another  prefent  to 
the  full  value  of  it.  After  this,  they  paid  a vifit  to  Captain 
Clerkc. 


This  Chief,  who,  with  a few  followers,  has  made  himfelf, 
in  a manner,  independent  of  Otaheite,  is  between  forty  and 
Vot.  II.  M fiftv 
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'77 ?•  fifty  years  old.  He  is  bald-headed;  which  is  rather  an 

Oitulxr.  ... 

i — . — , uncommon  appearance  in  thefe  illands,  at  that  age.  He 
wore  a kind  of  turban,  and  leemed  afhamed  to  (hew  his 
head.  But,  whether  they  themfelvcs  confidcred  this  defi- 
ciency of  hair  as  a mark  of  difgrace,  or  whether  they  en- 
tertained a notion  of  our  confidering  it  as  fuch,  I cannot  fay. 
We  judged  that  the  latter  fnppofition  was  the  truth,  from 
this  circumftance,  that  they  had  fcen  us  ihave  the  head  of 
one  of  their  people,  whom  we  had  caught  Healing.  They, 
therefore,  concluded,  that  this  was  the  punifhmcnt  ufually 
inflidlcd  by  us  upon  all  thieves;  and  one  or  two  of  our 
gentlemen,  wliofe  heads  were  not  over-burthened  with 
hair,  we  could  obferve,  lay  under  violent  fufpicions  of 
being  iitos. 

In  the  evening,  Omai  and  I mounted  on  horfeback,  and 
took  a ride  along  the  fliorc  to  the  Eaftward.  Our  train  was 
not  very  numerous,  as  Omai  had  forbid  the  natives  to  fol- 
low us  ; and  many  complied  ; the  fear  of  giving  offence, 
getting  the  better  of  their  curiofity.  Towha  had  flationcd 
his  fleet  in  this  harbour;  and  though  .the  war  lafted  but  a 
few  days,  the  marks  of  its  devaflation  were  every  where 
to  be  leen.  The  trees  were  flrippcd  of  their  fruit;  and  all 
the  houfes  in  the  neighbourhood,  had  been  pulled  down  or 
burnt. 

Having  employed  two  or  three  days  in  getting  up  all  our 
fpirit  calks,  to  tar  their  heads,  which  we  found  ncceflary,  to 
fave  them  from  the  efforts  of  a fmall  infeft  to  deflroy  them, 
Mondays.  Wc  hauled  the  fhip  off  into  the  flream,  on  the  6ih  in  the 
morning,  intending  to  put  to  fea  the  next  day;  but  an  acci- 
dent happened  that  prevented  it,  and  gave  me  a good  deal 
of  trouble.  We  had  font  our  goats  afhorc,  in  the  day  time, 
to  graze,  with  two  men  to  look  after  them ; notwithfianding 
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which  precaution,  the  natives  had  contrived  to  deal  one  of  '77£ 

them  this  evening.  The  lots  of  this  goat  would  have  been  ' « ' 

of  little  confequence,  if  if  had  not  interfered  with  my 
views  of  (locking  other  iflands  with  thefe  .animals  5 but 
this  being  the  cafe,  it  became  neceflary  to  recover  it,  if  pof- 
fible.  The  next  morning,  we  got  intelligence,  that  it  had  To'fda7  7. 
been  carried  to_  Maheine,  the  Chief,  who  was,  at  this  time, 
at  Parowroah  harbour.  Two  old  men  offered  to  conduct 
any  of  my  people,  whom  I might  think  proper  to  fend  to 
him,  to  bring  back  the  goat.  Accordingly,  I difpatched 
them  in  a boat,  charged  with  a threatening  meffage  to 
Maheine,  if  the  goat  was  not  immediately  given  up  to  me, 
and  alfo  the  thief. 

It  was  only  the  day  before,  that  this  Chief  had  requcflcd 
me  to  give  him  two  goats.  But,  as  I could  not  fparc  them, 
unlefs  at  the  expence  of  other  iflands,  that  might  never 
have  another  opportunity  to  get  any,  and  had,  beftdes, 
heard  that  there  were  already  two  upon  this  iiland,  I did 
not  gratify  him.  However,  to  (hew  my  inclination  to  aflift 
his  views  in  this  refpeft,  I defired  Tidooa,  an  Otaheitc  Chief, 
who  was  prefen t,  to  beg  Otoo,  in  my  name,  to  fend  two  of 
thefe  animals  to  Maheine  j and,  by  way  of  infuring  a com- 
pliance with  this  requeft,  I fent  to  Otoo,  by  this  Chief,  a 
large  piece  of  red  feathers,  equal  to  the  value  of  the  two 
goats  that  I required.  I expected  that  this  arrangement 
would  have  been  fatisfa&ory  to  Maheine,  and  all  the  other 
Chiefs  of  die  ifland ; but  the  event  (hewed  that  1 was 
miflaken. 

Not  thinking,  that  any  one  would  dare  to  (leal  a fccond,  at 
the  very  time  1 was  taking  meafures  to  recover  the  iirfl, 
the  goats  were  put  alhorc  again  this  morning  ; and  in  the 
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o‘llln  even'n2  a boat  was  fent  t0  bring  them  on  board.  As  our 

> < people  were  getting  them  into  the  boat,  one  was  carried  off 

undifeovered.  It  being  immediately  miffed,  1 made  no 
doubt  of  recovering  it  without  much  trouble,  as  there  had 
not  been  time  to  carry  it  to  any  confiderable  diftance.  Ten 
or  twelve  of  the  natives  let  out,  foon  after,  different  ways, 
to  bring  it  back,  or  to  look  for  it ; for  not  one  of  them 
would  own  that  it  was  ftolen,  but  all  tried  to  perfuade  us, 
• that  it  had  drayed  into  the  woods ; and,  indeed,  1 thought 
fo  myfclf.  I was  convinced  to  the  contrary,  however,  when 
I found  that  not  one  of  thofc  who  went  in  purfuit  of  it,  re- 
turned ; fo  that  their  only  view  was  to  amufc  me,  till  their 
prize  was  beyond  my  reach ; and  night  coming  on,  put  a 
Hop  to  all  farther  fearch.  About  this  time,  the  boat  re- 
turned with  the  other  goat,  bringing  alfo  one  of  the  men 
who  had  ftolen  it ; the  firft  inftance  of  the  kind  that  I had 
met  with  amongft  thefe  iftands. 

wtdnef.  t.  The  next  morning,  I found  that  mod  of  the  inhabitants 
in  the  neighbourhood,  had  moved  off;  carrying  with  them 
a corpfe  which  lay  on  a toopapaoo  oppoiitc  the  (hip;  and  that 
Mahcine  himfetf  had  retired  to  the  mod  diftant  .part  of  the 
ifland.  It  feemed  now  no  longer  doubtful,  that  a plan  had 
been  laid  to  fteal  what  I had  refuted  to  give.;  and  that, 
though  they  had  reftored  one,  they  were  refolved  to  keep 
the  other ; which  was  a lhe-goat,  and  big  with  kid.  I was 
equally  fixed  in  my  refolution  that  they  fliould  not  keep  it. 
I,  therefore,  applied  to  the  two  old  men  who  had  been  in- 
ftrument.il  in  getting  back  the  firft.  They  told  me,  that  this 
had  been  carried  to  Warca,  a diftridt  on  the  South  fide  of  the 
ifland,  by  Hamoa,  the  Chief  of  that  place ; but  that,  if  I 
would  fend  any  body  for  it,  it  would  be  delivered  up.  They 
offered  to  conduct  fome  of  nly  people  crofs  the  ifland;  but 
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on  my  learning  from  them,  that  a boat  might  go  and  re-  ,JZ7?- 

turn  the  fame  day,  I fent  one,  -with  two  petty  officers,  Mr.  < > 

Roberts  and  Mr.  Shuttleworth  i one  to  remain  with  the  boat, 
in  cafe  ffie  could  not  get  to  the  place,  while  the  other 
Ihould  go  with  the  guides,  and  one  or  two  of  our  people. 

Late  in  the  evening,  the  boat  returned,  and  the  officers 
informed  me,  that  after  proceeding  as  far  in  the  boat  as 
rocks  and  fhoals  would  permit,  Mr.  Shuttleworth,  with  two 
marines,  and  one  of  the  guides,  landed  and  travelled  to 
Watca,  to  the  houfe  of  Hauioa,  where  the  people  of  the 
place  amufed  them  for  fome  time,  by  telling  them,  that  the 
goat  would  foon  be  brought,  and  pretended  they  had  fent 
for  it.  It  however  never  came ; and  the  approach  of  night 
obliged  Mr.  Shuttleworth  to  return  to  the  boat  without  it. 

I was  now  very  forry,  that  I had  proceeded  fo  far ; as  I 
could  not  retreat  with  any  tolerable  credit,  and  without  giv- 
ing encouragement  to  the  people  of  the  other  iflands  we  had 
yet  to  vifit,  to  rob  us  with  impunity.  I afked  Omai  and  the 
two  old  men,  what  methods  1 fhould  next  take  ; and  they, 
without  hefitation,  advifed  me  to  go  with  a party  of  men 
into  the  country,  and  {hoot  every  foul  I lliould  meet  with. 

This  bloody  counfel  I could  not  follow;  but  I refolvcd  to 
march  a party  of  men  crofs  the  ifland ; and,  at  day-break  ThonJiy  g. 
the  next  morning,  fet  out  with  thirty-five  of  my  people,  ac- 
companied by  one  of  the  old  men,  by  Omai,  and  three  or  four 
of  his  attendants.  At  the  fame  time,  I ordered  Lieutenant 
Williamfon,  with  three  armed  boats,  round  the  Wellern  part 
of  the  ifland,  to  meet  us. 

I had  no  fooner  landed  with  my  party,  than  the  few  natives 
who  Hill  remained  in  the  neighbourhood,  fled  before  us.  The 
full  man  that  we  met  with  upon  our  march,  run  fome  rifle  of 
3 |his 
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>?”•  liis  life  ; for  Omai,  the  moment  he  faw  him,  afked  me  if  lie 

Detuber. 

— * — j fhould  Ihoot  him;  fo  fully  was  he  perfuaded,  that  I was 
going  to  carry  his  advice  into  execution.  1 immediately  or- 
dered both  him  and  our  guide  to  make  it  known,  that  I 
did  not  intend  to  hurt,  much  lefs  to  kill,  a finglc  native. 
Thefe  glad  tidings  flew  before  us  like  lightning,  and  flop- 
ped the  flight  of  the  inhabitants  ; fo  that  no  one  quitted  his 
houfc,  or  employment,  afterward. 

As  we  began  to  afeend  the  ridge  of  hills  over  which  lay 
our  road,  we  got  intelligence,  that  the  goat  had  been 
carried  that  way  before  us ; and,  as  we  undcrllood,  could 
not,  as  yet,  have  pafled  the  hills ; fo  that  we  marched  up, 
in  great  filence,  in  hopes  of  furprifing  the  party  who  were 
bearing  off  the  prize.  But  when  we  had  got  to  the  upper- 
mofl  plantation  on  the  fide  of  the  ridge,  the  people  there 
told  us,  that  what  we  were  in  fearch  of  had,  indeed,  been 
kept  there  the  firft  night,  but  had  been  carried,  the  next 
morning,  to  Watca,  by  Hamoa.  We  then  crofted  the  ridge 
without  making  any  further  inquiry,  till  we  came  within 
fight  of  Watca,  where  fome  people  flicwcd  us  Hamoa’s 
houfe,  and  told  us,  that  the  goat  was  there ; fo  that  I made 
no  doubt  of  getting  it  immediately  upon  my  arrival.  But 
when  I reached  the  houfe,  to  my  very  great  furprize,  the 
few  people  we  met  with  denied  that  they  had  ever  feen  it,  or 
knew  any  thing  about  it;  even  Hamoa  hitnfelf  came,  and 
made  the  fame  declaration. 

On  our  firft  coming  to  the  place,  I obferved  feveral  men 
running  to  and  fro  in  the  woods,  with  clubs  and  bundles  of 
darts  in  their  hands ; and  Omai,  who  followed  them,  had 
fome  flones  thrown  at  him;  fo  that  it  feetned  as  if  they  had 
intended  to  oppofe  any  flep  I thould  take,  by  force;  but  on 
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feeing  my  party  was  too  drong,  had  .dropped  the  defign.  I rg* 
was  confirmed  in  this  notion,  by  obferving,  that  all  their  c— % — 
Iioufes  were  empty.  Afer  getting  a few  of  the  people  of 
the  place  together,  I defired  Omai  to  cxpodularc  with  them 
on  the  abfurdity  of  the  conduct  they  were  purfuing;  and  to 
tell  them,  that,  from  the  tefiimony  of  many  on  whom  I 
could  depend,  I was  well  allured,  that  the  goat  was  in  their 
poffeffion  •,  and,  therefore,  infilled  upon  its  being  delivered 
up,  otherwife  I would  burn  their  houfes  and  canoes.  But, 
noiwithftanding  all  that  I or  Omai  could  fay,  they  conti- 
nued to  deny  their  having  any  knowledge  of  it.  The  con- 
fequcnce  was,  that  I fet  fire  to  fix  or  eight  houfes,  which 
were  prefently  confuracd,  with  two  or  three  war-canoes  that 
lay  contiguous  to  them.  This  done,  1 marched  off  to  join 
the  boats,  which  were  about  feven  or  eight  miles  from  us; 
and,  in  our  way,  we  burnt  fix  more  war-canoes,  without  any 
one  attempting  to  oppofe  us ; on  the  contrary,  many  aflifi- 
ed,  though,  probably,  more  out  of  fear  than  good-will.  In 
one  place,  Omai,  who  had  advanced  a little  before,  came 
back  with  information,  that  a great  many  men  were  getting  , 
together  to  attack  us.  Wc  made  ready  to  receive  them  t 
but,  inllead  of  enemies,  we  found  petitioners  with  plan- 
tain-tiees  in  their  hands,  which  they  laid  down  at  my  feet, 
and  begged  that  I would  fpare  a canoe  that  lay  dofe  by ; , 
which  I readily  complied  with. 

. . i 

At  length,  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  we  got  to  the  > 
boats,  that  were  waiting  at  Wharrarade,  the  did  rid  belong- 
ing to  Tiarataboonoue;  but  this  Chief,  as  well  as  all  the 
principal  people  of  the  place,  had  fled  to  the  hills ; though 
I touched  not  a Angle  thing  that  was  their  property, 
as  they  were  the  friends  of  Otoo.  After  reding  ourfclvcs 
here  about  an  hour,  we  fet  our  for  the  (hips,1  Where  we  ar- 
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o'^abet  r*VC(l  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening.  At  that  time,  no 
> ' account  of  the  goat  had  been  received ; fo  that  the  opera- 

tions of  this  day  had  not  produced  the  defired  efledt. 

Pndiy  io.  F.arly  next  morning,  I difpatched  one  of  Omai's  men  to 
Maheinc,  with  this  peremptory  mefiage,  that,  if  he  perfift- 
ed  in  his  refufal,  I would  not  leave  him  a fingle  canoe  upon 
the  ifland,  and  that  he  might  expect  a continuation  of  hofti- 
litics  as  long  as  the  llolcn  animal  remained  in  his  poflef- 
fton.  And,  that  the  meflenger  might  fee  that  I was  in  earneft, 
before  he  left  me,  I fent  the  carpenter  to  break  up  three  or 
four  canoes  that  lay  afhore  at  the  head  of  the  harbour.  The 
plank  was  carried  on  board,  as  materials  for  building  a 
houfe  for  Omai,  at  the  place  where  he  intended  to  fettle. 
1 afterward  went,  properly  accompanied,  to  the  next  har- 
bour, where  we  broke  up  three  or  four  more  canoes,  and 
burnt  an  equal  number ; and  then  returned  on  board  about 
feven  in  the  evening.  On  my  arrival,  I found  that  the  goat 
had  been  brought  back,  about  half  an  hour  before;  and, 
on  inquiry,  it  appeared  that  it  had  come  from  the  very 
place  where  l had  been  told,  the  day  before,  by  the  inha- 
bitants, that, they  knew  nothing  of  it.  But  in  confcquence 
of  the  mefl'age  I fent  to  the  Chief  in  the  morning,  it  was 
judged  prudent  to  trifle  with  me  no  longer. 

Thus  ended  this  troublefome,  and  rather  unfortunate,  bu- 
fincfs  ; which  could  not  be  more  regretted  on  the  part  of  the 
natives,  than  it  was  on  mine.  And  it  grieved  me  to  refletff, 
that,  after  refufing  the  prefling  felicitations  of  my  friends 
at  Otahcite  to  favour  their  invalion  of  this  ifland,  1 fitould, 
fo  foon,  find  myfclf  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  engaging  in 
hoftilities  againft  its  inhabitants,  which,  perhaps,  did  them 
more  mifehief  than  they  had  fufiered  from  Towha’s  expe- 
dition. 
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The  next  morning,  our  intercourfe  with  the  natives  was 

renewed ; and  feveral  canoes  brought,  to  the  Ihips,  bread-  > — > 

fruit  and  cocoa-nuts  to  barter;  from  whence  it  was  natural  * 

for  me  to  draw  this  conclufion,  that  they  were  confeious  it 
was  their  own  fault,  if  I had  treated  them  with  feverity ; 
and  that  the  caufe  of  my  difplcafurc  being  removed,  they 
had  a full  confidence  that  no  further  mifehief  would  enlue. 

About  nine  o’clock,  we  weighed  with  a breeze  down  the  , 
harbour;  but  it  proved  fo  faint  and  variable,  that  it  was  noon 
before  we  got  out  to  fea,  when  1 fleered  for  Huahcine,  at- 
tended by  Omai  in  his  canoe.  He  did  not  depend  entirely 
upon  his  own  judgment,  but  had  got  on  board  a pilot.  I 
obferved,  that  they  Ihapcd  as  direft  a courfe  for  the  ifland 
as  I could  do. 

At  Eimeo  we  abundantly  fupplied  the  Ihips  with  fire- 
wood. We  had  hot  taken  in  any  at  Otaheite,  where  the 
procuring  this  article  would  have  been  very  inconvenient; 
there  not  being  a tree  at  Matavai,  but  what  is  ufcful  to  the 
inhabitants.  We  alfo  got  here  good  flore  of  refrcfiiments, 
both  .in  hogs  and  vegetables  ; that  is,  bread-fruit  and  cocoa- 
nuts  ; little  elfe  being  in  feafon.  I do  not  know  that  there 
is  any  difference  between  the  produce  of  this  ifland  and  of 
Otaheite  ; but  there  is  a very  flriking  difference  in  their  wo- 
men, that  I can  by  no  means  account  for.  Thofe  of  Eimeo 
are  of  low  flature,  have  a dark  hue ; and,  in  general,  for- 
bidding features.  If  we  met  with  a fine  woman  amongft 
them,  we  were  furc,  upon  enquiry,  to  find  that  Ihe  had 
■come  from  fome  other  ifland. 

The  general  appearance  of  Eimeo  is  very  different  from 
that  of  Otaheite.  The  latter  riling  in  one  fteep  hilly  body,  has 
little  low  land,  except  fome  deep  valleys ; and  the  flat  bor- 
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ottubcr  ^er  l^at  ^urrount*s  l^e  grcateft  part  of  it,  toward  the  fea. 

» — • Eimeo,  on  the  contrary,  has  hills  running  in  different  di- 

- regions,  which,  are  very  deep  and  rugged,  leaving,  in 

the  interfpaces,  very  large  valleys,  and  gently- rifing 
grounds  about  their  fides.  Thefe  hills,  though  of  a rocky 
difpofition,  are,  in  general,  covered,  almoft  to  their  tops, 
with  trees  ; but  the  lower  parts,  on  the  fides,  frequently 
only  with  fern.  At  the  bottom  of  the  harbour,  where  we 
lay,  the  ground  rifes  gently  to  the  foot  of  the  hills  which 
run  acrofs  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  ifiand  ; but  its  flat 
border,  on  each  fide,  at  a very  fmall  diflance  from  the  fea, 
becomes  quite  fteep.  This  gives  it  a romantic  cafl,  which 
renders  it  a profpedl  fuperior  to  any  thing  we  faw  at  Ota- 
heite.  The  foil,  about  the  low  grounds,  is  a yellowifh  and 
pretty  flifif  mould;  but,  upon  the  lower  hills,  it  is  blacker 
and  more  loofe : and  the  ftone  that  compofes  the  hills  is, 
when  broken,  of  a blueifli  colour,  but  not  very  compadt 
texture,  with  fome  particles  of  glimmer  interfperfed.  Thefe 
particulars  feem  worthy  of  obfervation.  Perhaps  the  reader 
will  think  differently  of  my  judgment,  when  I add,  that, 
near  the  flation.  of  our  (hips,  were  two  large  ftoncs,  or  ra- 
ther rocks,  concerning  which  the  natives  have  fotnc  fuper- 
fiitious  notions.  They  confulcr  them  as  Eatooas,  or  Divi- 
nities ; faying,  that  they  are  brother  and  fifler,  and  that  they 
came,  by  fome  fupernatural  means,  from  Ulictea. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Arrival  at  Huaheine. — Council  of  tin  Chiefs. — Oma' s 
Offerings , and  Speech  to  the  Chiefs. — His  Eft abli fo- 
ment in  this  IJland  agreed  to. — A Houfe  built , and 
Carden  planted  for  him. — Singularity  of  his  Situation. 

— Meafures  taken  to  infure  his  Safety. — Damage  done 
by  Cock-roaches  on  board  the  Ships. — A Thief  detefted 
and  punijhed. — Fire- works  exhibited. — Animals  left 
with  Ornai. — His  Family. — Weapons. — Infcription  on 
his  Houfe. — Fits  Behaviour  on  the  Ship's  leaving  the 
IJland.— Summary  Ficw  of  his  ConduEl  and  Char  after. 

— Account  of  the  two  New  Zealand  Youths. 

HAVING  left  Eimeo,  with  a gentle  breeze  and  fine 

weather,  at  day-break,  the  next  morning,  we  faw  > 

Huaheine,  extending  from  South  Weft  by  Weft,  half  Weft,  s““da,r,‘ 
to  Weft  by  North.  At  noon,  we  anchored  at  the  North  en- 
trance of  Owharre  harbour  *,  which  is  on  the  Weft  fide  of 
the  ifland.  The  whole  afternoon  was  fpent  in  warping 
the  Chips  into  a proper  birth,  and  mooring.  Omai  entered 
the  harbour  juft  before  us,  in  his  canoe,  but  did  not  land. 

Nor  did  he  take  much  notice  of  any  of  his  countrymen, 
though  many  crowded  to  fee  him ; but  far  more  of  them 
came  off  to  the  Chips,  infomuch  that  we  could  hardly 
work  on  account  of  their  numbers.  Our  paflengers  pre- 

* Sec  a plan  of  this  harbour  In  Hawkcfworth’s  Collection,  VoJ.  n.  p.  248. 
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oilier  fen‘lY  acquainted  them  'with  what  we  had  done  at  Elmeo, 

' — » — j and  multiplied  the  number  of  houfes  and  canoes  that  we 
had  dellroyed,  by  ten  at  lead.  I was  not  forry  for  this  ex- 
aggerated  account  i as  I faw,  that  it  made  a great  impref- 
, fion  upon  all  who  heard  it ; fo  that  I had  hopes  it  would 
induce  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  to  behave  better  to  us, 
than  they  had  done  during  my  former  vifits. 

While  I was  at  Otaheite,  I had  learned  that  my  old  friend 
Oree  was  no  longer  the  Chief  of  Huaheine ; and  that,  at 
this  time,  he  rcGded  at  Ulietea.  Indeed,  he  never  had  been 
more  than  regent  during  the  minority  of  Taircetareea,  the 
prefent  Earee  rabie ; but  he  did  not  give  up  the  regency,  till 
he  was  forced.  His  two  fons,  Opoony  and  Towha,  were  the 
firft  who  paid  me  a vifit,  coming  on  board  before  the  fhip 
was  well  in  the  harbour,  and  bringing  a prefent  with, 
them. 

Our  arrival  brought  all  the  principal  people  of  the  ifland 
Monday  13.  to  Our  fliips,  on  the  next  morning,  being  the  13th.  This 
was  juft  what  l wilhed,  as  it  was  high  time  to  think  of  fet- 
tling Omai ; and  the  prefence  of  thele  Chiefs,  I guefled, 
would  enable  me  to  do  it  in  the  mod  fatisfaeftory  manner. 
He  now  fcemed  to  have  an  inclination  to  eftablifh  himfelf' 
at  Ulictca ; and  if  lie  and  1 could  have  agreed  about  the 
mode  of  bringing  that  plan  to  bear,  l fliould  have  had  no 
objection  to  adopt  it.  His  father  had  been  difpoflclled  by 
the  men  of  Bolabola,  when  they  conquered  Ulictca,  of  fome 
land  in  that  ifland ; and  I made  no  doubt  of  being  able  to 
get  it  reftored  to  the  fon  in  an  amicable  manner.  For  that 
purpofe  it  was  neccflary,  that  he  fliould  be  upon  good  terms 
with  thofe  who  now  were  mailers  of  the  ifland  s but  he  was 
too  great  a patriot  to  liften  to  any  fuch  thing ; and  was 
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vain  enough  to  fuppofe,  that  I would  reinftate  him  in  his  ^77^ 
forfeited  lands  by  force.  This  made  it  impoflible  to  fix  him  v — -v — > 
at  Ulietca,  and  pointed  out  to  me  Huaheine  as  the  proper 
place.  I,  therefore,  refolvcd  to  avail  myfelf  of  the  prefence 
of  the  chief  men  of  the  ifland,  and  to  make  this  propofal  to 
them. 

After  the  hurry  of  the  morning  was  over,  we  got  ready  to  • 
pay  a formal  vifit  to  Taireetarcea,  meaning  then  to  intro- 
duce this  bufinefs.  Omai  drefled  himfelf  very  properly  on 
the  occafion  ;,and  prepared  a handfome  prefent  for  the  Chief 
himfelf,  and  another  for  his  Eatoaa.  Indeed,  after  he  had 
got  clear  of  the  gang  that  furrounded  him  at  Otaheite,  he 
behaved  with  fuch  prudence  as  to  gain  rcfpc<ft.  Our  land- 
ing drew  mod  of  our  vifiters  from  the  ihips ; and  they,  as 
well  as  thofe  that  were  on  ihore,  aficmbled  in  a large  hotifc. 

The  ccncourfe  of  people,  on  this  occafion,  was  very  great  ; 
and,  amongfi  them,  there  appeared  to  be  a greater  propor- 
tion of  perfonable  men  and  women  than  we  had  ever  feen 
in  one  aflemblv  at  any  of  thefe  new  ifiands.  Not  only  the 
bulk  of  the  people  feemed,  in  general,  much  ftouter  and 
fairer  than  thofe  of  Otaheite,  but  there  was  alfo  a much 
greater  number  of  men  who  appeared  to  be  of  confequencc, 
in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  ii'ar.d  5 mod  of  whom  had 
exa&ly  the  corpulent  appearance  cf  the  Chiefs  of  Wateeo. 

We  waited  fomc  time  for  Taireetarcea,  as  I would  do  no- 
thing till  the  Earce  rah'ie  came ; but  when  he  appeared,  I 
found  that  his  prefence  might  have  been  difpenfed  with,  as 
he  was  not  above  eight  or  ten  years  of  age.  Omai,  who » 
flood  at  a little  difiance  from  this  circle  of  great  men,  be- 
gan with  making  his  offering  to  the  Gods,  confiding  of  red 
feathers,  cloth,  £?c.  Then  followed  another  offering,  which 
was  to  be  giverj  to  the  Gods  by  the  Chief ; and,  after  that, 
fi  fcvcral 
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o|7-7;r  feveral  other  fmall  pieces  and  tufts  of  red  feathers  were  pre- 

< , — i fented.  Each  article  was  laid  before  one  of  the  company, 

who,  I underflood,  was  a prieft,  and  was  delivered  with  a 
fet  fpcech  or  prayer,  fpoken  by  one  of  Omai’s  friends,  who 
fat  by  him,  but  moftly  dilated  by  himfelf.  In  thefe  prayers, 
he  did  not  forget  his  friends  in  England,  nor  thofc  who  had 
brought  him  fafe  back.  The  Earec  rc.hie  >o  Pretanc , Lord 
Sandwich.  T’aotf,  TiiUe*,  were  mentioned  in  every  one  of 
them.  When  Omai's  offerings  aud  prayers  were  finished, 
the  prieft  took  each  article,  in  the  fame  order  in  which  it 
had  been  laid  before  him,  and  after  repeating  a prayer,  fent 
it  to  the  morai ; which,  as  Omai  told  us,  was  at  a great 
diftance,  otherwife  the  offerings  would  have  been  made 
there. 

Thefe  religious  ceremonies  having  been  performed,  Omai 
fat  down  by  me,  and  we  entered  upon  bufinefs,  by  giving 
the  young  Chief  my  prefent,  and  receiving  his  in  return  ; 
and,  all  things  conffdered,  they  were  liberal  enough,  on 
both  fidcs.  Some  arrangements  were  next  agreed  upon,  as 
to  the  manner  of  carrying  on  the  intcrcourle  betwixt  us ; 
and  I pointed  out  the  mifehievous  confequcnccs  that  would 
attend  their  robbing  us,  as  they  had  done  during  my  former 
vilits.  Omai’s  eftablifhmcnt  was  then  propofed  to  the  af- 
femblcd  Chiefs. 

He  acquainted  them,  “ That  he  had  been  carried  by  us 
into  our  country,  where  he  was  well  received  by  the  great 
King  and  his  Em  res,  and  treated  with  every  mark  of  regard 
and  affc&ion,  while  he  ftaid  amoogft  us;  that  he  had  been 
brought  back  again,  enriched,  by  our  liberality,  with  a va- 
riety of  articles,  which  would  prove  very  ufeful  to  his 

• Cook  and  Clerke. 
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countrymen  ; and  that,  befides  the  two  horfes  which  were  *rn- 

to  remain  with  him,  fcveral  other  new  and  valuable  ani-  » — -* 

mals  had  been  left  at  Otaheitc,  which  would  foon  multiply, 
and  furnifh  a fulFicient  number  for  the  ufe  of  all  the  illands 
in  the  neighbourhood.  He  then  fignified  to  them,  that  it 
was  my  carncft  rcqueft,  in  return  for  all  my  friendly  offices, 
that  they  would  give  him  a piece  of  land,  to  build  a houfe 
upon,  and  to  raife  provifions  for  himfelf  and  fervants  ; add- 
ing, that,  if  this  could  not  be  obtained  for  him  in  Huaheine, 
either  by  gift  or  by  purchale,  I was  determined  to  carry  him 
toUlietea,  and  fix  him  there.” 

Perhaps  I have  here  made  a better  fpeech  for  my  friend, 
than  he  actually  delivered  i but  thefe  were  the  topics  I dic- 
tated to  him.  I obferved,  that  what  he  concluded  with., 
about  carrying  him  to  Ulietea,  feemed  to  meet  with  the  ap- 
probation of  all  the  Chiefs  ; and  I inftantly  faw  the  rcafon. 

Omai  had,  as  I have  already  mentioned,  vainly  flattered 
himfelf,  that  I meant  to  ufe  force  in  reftoring  him  to  his 
father's  lands  in  Ulietea,  and  he  had  talked  idly,  and  with- 
out any  authority  from  me,  on  this  fubjeft,  to  fomc  of  the 
prefent  aflembly;  who  dreamed  of  nothing  lefs  than  a hof- 
tile  invafion  of  Ulietea,  and  of  being  affifted  by  me  to  drive 
the  Bolabola  men  out  of  that  ifland.  It  was. of  confequence, 
therefore,  that  I fhould  undeceitfc  them ; and,  in  order  to 
this,  I fignified,  in  the  moll  peremptory  manner,  that  I nei- 
ther would  affift  them  in  fuchan  enterprize,  nor  fuffer  it  to 
be  put  in  execution,  while  I was  in  their  feas ; and  that,  if 
Omai  fixed  himfelf  in  Ulietea,  he  mud  be  introduced  as  a 
friend,  and  not  forced  upon  the  Bolabola  men  as  their 
conqueror. 

This  declaration  gave  a new  turn  to  the  fentiments  of  the 
council.  One  of  the  Chiefs  immediately  cxprefTed  himfelf 
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to  this  cffeft : “ That  the  whole  ifland  of  Huahcine,  and 
every  thing  in  it,  were  mine ; and  that,  therefore,  1 might 
give  what  portion  of  it  I picafed  to  my  friend."  Omai,  who, 
.like  the  rdl  of  his  countrymen,  fcldom  fees  things  beyond 
the  prefent  moment,  was  greatly  picafed  to  hear  this ; 
thinking,  no  doubt,  that  1 (hould  be  very  liberal,  and  give 
him  enough.  But  to  ofl'er  what  it  would  have  been  im- 
proper to  accept,  I conlidered  as  offering  nothing  at  all;  and, 
.therefore,  1 now  defired,  that  they  would  not  only  allign  the 
particular  fpot,  but  alfo  the  craft  quantity  of  land,  which 
they  would  allot  for  the  fettlement.  Upon  this,  fome  Chiefs, 
who  had  already  left  the  affembly,  were  fent  for ; and,  after 
a fliort  confultation  among  themfelvcs,  my  requeft  was 
granted  by  general  confcnt ; and  the  ground  immediately 
pitched  upon,  adjoining  to  the  hcuife  where  our  meeting 
was  held.  The  extent,  along  the  Chore  of  the  harbour,  was 
about  two  hundred  yards ; and  its  depth,  to  the  foot  of  the 
hill,  fomewhat  mores  but  a proportional  part  of  the  hill 
was  included  in  the  grant. 

This  bufinefs  being  fettled  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  all  par- 
ties, I fet  up  a tent  afhore,  cftablilhcd  a poll,  and  erefted  the 
obfervatories.  The  carpenters  of  both  (hips  were  alfo  fet  to 
work,  to  build  a fmall  houfe  for  Omai,  in  which  he  might 
fecurc  the  European  commodities  that  were  his  property. 
At  the  fame  time,  fome  hands  were  employed  in  making  a 
garden  for  his  ufe,  planting  (haddocks,  vines,  pine-apples, 
melons,  and  the  feeds  of  feveral  other  vegetable  articles ; all 
of  which  I had  the  fatisfaftion  of  obferving  to  be  in  a flot> 
rifliing  (late  before  I left  the  ifland. 

Omai  now  began  ferioufly  to  attend  to  his  own  affairs, 
and  repented  heartily  of  his  ill-judged  prodigality  while  at 
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Otahcite.  He  found  at  Huatieine,  a brother,  a fitter,  and  a <777- 

, Ortobcj 

brother-in-law  ; the  filler  being  married.  But  thefe  did  not  w-v— 
plunder  him,  as  he  had  lately  been  by  his  other  relations. 

I was  forry,  however,  to  difeover,  that,  though  they  were 
too  honeft  to  do  him  any  injury,  they  were  of  too  little  con- 
fequence  in  the  ifland  to  do  him  any  pofitive  good.  They 
had  neither  authority  nor  influence  to  proteft  his  perfon,  or 
his  property;  and,  in  that  helplefs  fituation,  I had  reafon 
to  apprehend,  that  he  run  great  rifle  of  being  ftripped  of 
every  thing  he  had  got  from  us,  a3  foon  as  he  Ihould  ceafc 
to  Tiave  us  within  his  reach,  to  enforce  the  good  behaviour 
of  his  countrymen,  by  an  immediate  appeal  to  our  irre- 
fiftible  power. 

A man  who  is  richer  than  his  neighbours  is  fure  to  be  en- 
vied, by  numbers  who  wifli  to  fee  him  brought  down  to 
their  own  level.  But  in  countries  where  civilization,  law, 
and  religion,  impofc  their  reflraints,  the  rich  have  a reafon- 
ablc  ground  of  fecurity.  And,  befides,  there  being,  in  all 
fuch  communities,  a diffufion  of  property,  no  fingle  indivi- 
dual need  fear,  that  the  efforts  of  all  the  poorer  fort  can  ever 
be  united  to  injure  him,  exclufively  of  others  who  are 
equally  the  objedls  of  envy.  It  was  very  different  with 
Omai.  Ke  was  to  live  amongft  thofe  who  arc  ftrangers,  in 
a great  meafure,  to  any  other  principle  of  atttion  befides  the 
immediate  impulfe  of  their  natural  feelings.  But,  what 
was  his  principal  danger,  he  was  to  be  placed  in  the  very 
Angular  fituation,  of  being  the  only  rich  man  in  the  com- 
munity to  which  he  was  to  belong.  And  having,  by  a for- 
tunate connexion  with  us,  got  into  his  pofleflion  an  accu- 
mulated quantity  of  a fpecies  of  treafure  which  none  of  his 
countrymen  could  create  by  any  art  or  induftry  of  their 
own ; while  all  coveted  a fliare  of  this  envied  wealth,  it 
, Vor.  II.  , O was 
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oflo&V  was  natura^ t0  apprehend,  that  all  would  be  ready  to  join  in 
v — _i  attempting  to  flrip  its  foie  proprietor. 

To  prevent  this,  if  pollible,  I advifed  him  to  make  a pro- 
per diftribution  of  fomc  of  his  moveables,  to  two  or  three 
of  the  principal  Chiefs;  who,  being  thus  gratified  them- 
felves,  might  be  induced  to  take  him  under  their  patronage, 
and  proteft  him  from  the  injuries  of  others.  He  promifed 
to  follow  my  advice ; and  I heard,  with  fatisfaclion,  before 
I failed,  that  this  very  prudent  flep  had  been  taken.  Not 
milling,  however,  entirely  to  the  operations  of  gratitutk,  I 
had  recourfe  to  the  more  forcible  motive  of  intimidation. 
With  this  view,  I took  every  opportunity  of  notifying  to  the 
inhabitants,  that  it  was  my  intention  to  return  to  their 
idand  again,  after  being  abfent  the  ufual  time ; and  that,  if 
I did  not  find  Omai  in  the  fame  ftate  of  fecurity  in  which  I 
was  now  to  leave  him,  all  thofc  whom  I fhould  then  dif> 
cover  to  have  been  his  enemies,  might  expert  to  feel  the 
weight  of  my  refentment.  This  threatening  declaration 
will,  probably,  have  no  inconfidcrable  cfl'ect.  For  our  fuccef- 
five  vilits  of  late  years  have  taught  thefe  people  to  believe, 
that  our  (hips  are  to  return  at  certain  periods ; and  while 
they  continue  to  be  imprefied  with  fuch  a notion,  which  f 
thought  it  a fair  ftratagem  to  confirm,  Omai  has  fomc- 
profpeft  of  being  permitted  to  thrive  upon  his  new  plant- 
ation. 

While  we  lay  in  this  harbour,  we  carried  afhore  the  bread, 
remaining  in  the  bread-room,  to  clear  it  of  vermin.  The 
number  of  cock-roaches  that  infefted  the  fhip,  at  this  time, 
is  incredible.  The  damage  they  did  us  was  very  confider- 
able ; and  every  method  devilled  by  us  to  ddlroy  them 
proved  ineffeiSlual.  Thefe  animals,  which,  at  firftv  were  a 
7 nuifaacc. 
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nuifancc,  like  all  other  infers,  had  now  become  a real  pell;  0'”£r 

and  fo  deftructive,  that  few  things  were  free  from  their  ra-  > ✓— / 

vages.  If  food  of  any  kind  was  cxpolcd,  only  for  a few 
minutes,  it  was  covered  with  them  ; and  they  foon  pierced 
it  full  of  holes,  rcfembling  a honeycomb.  They  were  par- 
ticularly definitive  to  birds,  which  had  been  fluffed  and 
preferved  as  curiofitics  ; and,  what  was  worfe,  were  uncom- 
monly fond  of  ink  ; fo  that  the  writing  on  the  labels,  fatt- 
ened to  different  articles,  was  quite  eaten  out ; and  the  only 
thing  that  preferved  books  from  them,  was  the  clofcncTs  of 
the  binding,  which  prevented  thefe  devourers  getting  be- 
tween the  leaves.  According  to  Mr.  Anderfon’s  obferva- 
tions,  they  were  of  two  forts,  the  blatia  orieruatis,  and  gcr- 
manica.  The  firft  of  thefe  had  been  carried  home  in  the 
fliip  from  her  former  voyage,  where  they  withftood  the  fe- 
verity  of  the  hard  winter  in  1776,  though  fhe  was  in  dock 
all  the  time.  The  others  had  only  made  their  appearance 
fincc  our  leaving  New  Zealand  ; but  had  increafed  fo  faft, 
that  they  now  not  only  did  all  the  mifehief  mentioned 
above,  but  had  even  got  amongft  the  rigging;  fo  that  when 
a fail  was  loofened,  thoufands  of  them  fell  upon  the  decks. 

The  orientates,  though  in  infinite  numbers,  fcarcely  came 
out  but  in  the  night,  when  they  made  every  thing  in  the 
cabins  feem  as  if  in  motion,  from  the  particular  noife  in 
crawling  about.  And,  befides  their  difagreeable  appear- 
ance, they  did  great  mifehief  to  our  bread,  which  was  fo 
befpattcrcd  with  their  excrement,  that  it  would  have  been 
badly  rclifhed  by  delicate  feeders. 

The  intercourfe  of  trade,  and  friendly  offices,  was  carried 
on,  between  us  and  the  natives,  without  being  difturbed  by 
any  one  accident,  till  the  evening  of  the  a ad,  when  a man  w«dnef.  u. 
found  means  to  get  into  Mr.  Bayly’s  obfervatorv,  and  to 
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oSober  can7  °A  3 fextant,  unobfervcd.  As  foon  as  I tva6  made  ac- 
t — ■ v — j quaintcd  with  the  theft,  I went  alhorcs  and  got  Omai  to  ap- 
ply to  the  Chiefs,  to  procure  reftitution.  He  did  fo;  but 
they  took  no  fteps  toward  it,  being  more  attentive  to  a beeva, 
that  was  then  adfing,  till  I ordered  the  performers  of  the 
exhibition  to  defift.  They  were  now  convinced,  that  I was 
in  earned,  and  began  to  makefome  enquiry  after  the  thief, 
who  was  fitting  in  the  midil  of  them,  quite  unconcerned, 
infomucli  that  I was  in  great  doubt  of  his  being  the  guilty 
perfon  ; efpecially  as  he  denied  it.  Omai,  however,  allur- 
ing me  that  he  was  the  man,  I lent  him  on  board  the  fliip, 
and  there  confined  him.  This  raifed  a general  ferment 
amonglt  the  afl'embled  natives  ; and  the  whole  body  fled,  in 
fpite  of  all  my  endeavours  to  flop  them.  Having  employed* 
Omai  to  examine  the  prifoner,  with  forne  difficulty  he  was 
brought  to  confcfs  where  he  had  hid  the  fextant ; but,  as  it 
‘IWd«yj3.  was  now  dark,  we  could  not  find  it  till  day-light  the  next 
morning,  when  it  was  brought  back  unhurt.  After  this, 
the  natives  recovered  from  their  fright,  and  began  to  gather 
about  us  as  ufual.  And,  as  to  the  thief,  he  appearing  to 
be  a hardened  fcoundrel,  I punilhed  him  more  feverely  than 
I had  ever  done  any  one  culprit  before.  Befides  having  his 
head  and  beard  fhaved,  1 ordered  both  his  ears  to  be  cut 
oflF,  and  then  difmifled  him. 

This,  however,  did  not  deter  him  from  giving  us  farther 
Saturdays;,  trouble;  for,  in  the  night  between  the  24th  and  25th,  a ge- 
neral alarm  was  fpread,  occalioned,  as  was  faid,  by  one  of 
our  goats  being  (lolcn  by  this  very  man.  On  examination, 
wc  found,  that  all  was  fafe  in  that  quarter.  Probably,  the 
goats  were  fo  well  guarded,  that  he  could  not  put  his  de- 
fign  in  execution.  But  his  hoftilities  had  fucceeded  againft 
another  objeffc ; and  it  appeared,  that  he  had  deflroyed  and 
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carried  oflf  feveral  vines  and  cabbage-plants  in  Omai’s  ^77^ 
grounds*  and  he  publicly  threatened  to  kill  him,  and  to  *■  . , ■ t 
burn  his  houfe,  as  foon  as  we  fhould  leave  the  ifland.  To 
prevent  the  fellow’s  doing  me  and  Omai  any  more  mifehief, 

I had  him  feized,  and  confined  again  on  board  the  fhip, 
with  a view  of  carrying  him  off  the  ifland  ; and  it  feemed 
to  give  general  latisfadl  ion  to  the  Chiefs,  that  I meant  thus 
to  difpofe  of  him.  He  was  from  Bolabola ; but  there  were 
too  many  of  the  natives  here  ready  to  aflift  him  in  any  of 
his  defigns,  whenever  he  fhould  think  of  executing  them. 

I had  always  met  with  more  troublefome  people  in  Huaheine, 
than  in  any  other  of  the  neighbouring  iflands ; and  it  was 
only  fear,  and  the  want  of  opportunities,  that  induced  them  to 
behave  better  now.  Anarchy  feemed  to  prevail  amongft  them. 

Their  nominal  fovereign  the  Eane  mbit,  as  1 have  before  ob- 
ferved,  was  but  a child  ; and  1 did  not  find,  that  there  was 
any  one  man,  or  fet  of  men,  who  managed  the  govern- 
ment for  him ; fo  .that,  whenever  any  mifunderflanding 
happened  between  us,  I never  knew,  with  fufficient  preci- 
fion,  where  to  make  application,  in  order  to  bring  about  an 
accommodation,  or  to  procure  redrefs.  The  young  Chief’s 
mother  would,  indeed,  fometimes  exert  herfelf*  but  I did 
not  perceive  that  fhc  had  greater  authority  than  many 
others. 

Omai’s  houfe  being  nearly  finifhed,  many  of  his  move- 
ables were  carried  afhore  on  the  26th.  Amongft  a variety  of  SuntUy  »6. 
other  ufclcfs  articles  was  a box  of  toys,  which,  when  ex- 
pofed  to  public  view,  feemed  greatly  to  plcafe  the  gazing 
multitude.  But,  as  to  his  pots,  kettles,  difhes,  plates,  drink- 
ing-mugs, glaffes,  and  the  whole  train  of  our  domeftic  ac- 
comodations, hardly  any  one  of  his  countrymen  would  fo 
much  as  look  at  them.  Omai  himfclf  now  began  to  think 
3 that 
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that  they  were  of  no-  manner  of  ufe  to  him  ; that  a baked 
hog  was  more  favory  food  than  a boiled  one ; that  a plan- 
tain-leaf made  as  good  a diflt  or  plate  as  pewter  ; and  that  a 
cocoa-nut  (hell  was  as  convenient  a goblet  as  a black-jack. 
And,  therefore,  he  very  wifely  difpofed  of  as  many  of  thefe 
articles  of  Englifh  furniture  for  the  kitchen  and  pantry',  as 
he  could  find  purchafers  for,  amongft  the  people  of  the 
lhips ; receiving  from  them,  in  return,  hatchets,  and  other 
iron  tools,  which  had  a more  intrinftc  value  in  this  part  of  the 
world,  and  added  more  to  his  difiinguifhing  fuperiority  over 
thofe  with  whom  lie  was  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  his  days. 

In  the  long  lift  of  the  prefents  bellowed  upon  him  in  Eng- 
land, fire-works  had  not  been  forgot.  Some  of  thefe  we  ex- 
hibited, in  the  evening  of  the  a8th,  before  a great  concourfc 
of  people,  who  beheld  them  with  a mixture  of  pleafure  and 
fear.  What  remained,  after  the  evening’s  entertainment, 
■were  put  in  order,  and  left  with  Omai,  agreeably  to  their 
otiginal  deftination.  Perhaps  we  need  not  lament  it  as  a 
ferious  misfortune,  that  the  far  greater  lhare  of  this  part  of 
his  cargo,  had  been  already  expended  in  exhibitions  at  other 
illands,  or  rendered  ufelefs  by  being  kept  fo  long. 

t 1 . 

Between  midnight  and  four  in  the  morning  of  the  30th, 
the  Bolabola  man,  whom  I had  in  confinement,  found  means 
to  make  his  cfcape  out  of  the  (hip.  He  carried  with  him 
the  (hackle  of  the  bilboo-bolt  that  was  about  his  leg,  which 
was  taken  from  him,  as  foon  as  he  got  on  fliore,  by  one  of 
the  Chiefs,  and  given  to  Omai ; who  came  on  board,  very 
early  in  the  morning,  to  acquaint  me  that  his  mortal  enemy 
was  again  let  loofe  upon  him.  Upon  enquiry,  it  appeared, 
that  not  only  the  fentry  placed  over  the  prifoner,  but  the 
whole  watch,  upon  the  quarter-deck  where  he  was  confined, 
had  laid  themfelves  down  to  fleep.  He  feized  the  opportu- 
nity 
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nity  to  take  the  key  of  the  irons  out  of  the  binnacle-drawer, 
where  he  had  feen  it  put,  and  fet  himfelf  at  liberty.  This  >— % — . 
efcape  convinced  me,  that  my  people  had  been  very  remifs 
in  their  night-duty  i which  made  it  neccllary  topunifh  thofc 
who  were  now  in  fault,  and  to  eftablifh  fome  new  regula- 
tions to  prevent  the  like  negligence  for  the  future.  I was 
not  a little  pleafed  to  hear,  afterward,  that  the  fellow  who 
efcapcd,  had  tranfported  himfelf  to  Ulietca;  in  this,  fccond- 
ing  my  views  of  putting  him  a fecond  time  in  irons. 

As  foon  as  Omai  was  fettled  in  his  new  habitation,  I be- 
gan to  think  of  leaving  the  ifland  ; and  got  every  thing  off 
from  the  fliore,  this  evening,  except  the  horfe  and  mare, 
and  a goat  big  with  kid  ; which  were  left  in  the  poflefliorr 
of  our  friend,  with  whom  we  were  now  finally  to  part.  T 
alfo  gave  him  a boar  and  two  fows  of  tire  Englifh  breed ; 
and  he  had  got  a fow  or  two  of  his  own.  The  horfe  covered 
the  mare  while  we  were  at  Otaheitej  fo  that  I confider 
the  introduftion  of  a breed  of  horfes  into  thefe  iflands,  as 
likely  to  have  fucceeded,  by  this  valuable  prefent. 

The  hiflory  of  Omai  will,  perhaps,  intcreft  a very  nu- 
merous clafs  of  readers,  more  than  any  other  occurrence  of 
a voyage,  the  objefts  of  which  do  not,  in  general,  promife 
much  entertainment.  Every  circumftance,  therefore,  which 
may  ferve  to  convey  a farisfa&ory  account  of  the  exaft 
fituation  in  which  he  was  left,  will  be  thought  worth  pre- 
ferving ; and  the  following  particulars  are  added,  to  com- 
plete the  view  of  his  domeftic  eftablifhmcnt.  He  had  picked 
up  at  Otaheite  four  or  five  Tontous ; the  two  New  Zealand 
youths  remained  with  him ; and  his  brother,  and  fome  others, 
joined  him  at  Huaheinc:  fo  that  his  family  confiflcd  already 
of  eight  or  ten  perfons  j if  that  can  be  called  a family,  tx> 

which 
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which  not  a fingle  female,  as  yet,  belonged ; nor,  I doubt. 
■ j was  likely  to  belong,  unlefs  its  matter  became  lefs  volatile. 
At  prefent,  Omai  did  not  feem  at  all  difpofed  to  take  unto 
himfelfa  wife. 

The  houfe  which  we  ere  died  for  him  was  twenty-four 
feet  by  eighteen  ; and  ten  feet  high.  It  was  compofed  of 
boards,  the  fpoils  of  our  military  operations  at  Eimeo;  and. 
m building  it,  as  few  nails,  as  pollible,  were  ufed,  that 
there  might  be  no  inducement,  from  the  love  of  iron,  to  pull 
it  down.  It  was  fettled,  that  immediately  after  our  de- 
parture, he  fiiould  begin  to  build  a large  houfe  after  the 
falhion  of  his  country ; one  end  of  which  was  to  be 
brought  over  that  which  we  had  ercdled,  fo  as  to  enclofe  it 
entirely  for  greater  fecurity.  In  this  work,  fomc  of  the 
Chiefs  promifed  to  aflift  him ; and,  if  the  intended  build- 
ing fhould  cover  the  ground  which  he  marked  out,  it  will 
be  as  large  as  moll  upon  the  ittand. 

His  European  weapons  confiftcd  of  a mulket,  bayonet,  and 
cartouch-box ; a fowling-piece;  two  pair  of  piftols;  and  two 
or  three  fwords  or  cutlattcs.  The  poireflion  of  thefe  made 
him  quite  happy ; which  was  my  only  view  in  giving  him 
fuch  prefents.  For  I was  always  of  opinion,  that  he  would 
have  been  happier  without  fire-arms,  and  other  European 
weapons,  than  with  them  j as  fuch  implements  of  war,  in 
the  hands  of  one,  whofe  prudent  ufe  of  them  1 had  fome 
grounds  for  miftrufting,  would  rather  encreafe  his  dangers 
than  eftablilh  his  fuperiority.  After  he  had  got  on  lliore 
every  thing  that  belonged  to  him,  and  was  fettled  in  his 
houfe,  he  had  moft  of  the  officers  of  both  fliips,  two  or 
three  times,  to  dinner ; and  his  table  was  always  well  fup- 
plied  with  the  very  belt  provifions  that  the  ittand  produced. 

Before 
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Before  I failed,  I had  the  following  infeription  cut  upon  0'^b';r 
the  ouifide  of  his  houfe:  > — » — ’ 

Georgius  Tertius,  Rex,  2 Kovembri;,  1777.  . 

j Refolution,  Jac.  Coot,  Pr. 
a~e‘  iDi/covery,  Car.  date,  Pr. 

On  the  fecond  of  November,  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  I November, 
took  the  advantage  of  a breeze,  which  then  fprung  up  at  S“n  iy 
Eaft,  and  failed  out  of  the  harbour.  Mod  of  our  friends 
remained  on  board  till  the  (hips  were  under  fail ; when,  to 
gratify  their  curiofity,  I ordered  five  guns  to  be  fired.  They 
then  all  took  their  leave,  except  Omai,  who  remained  till 
we  were  at  fca.  We  had  come  to  fail  by  a hawfer  fattened 
to  the  fhore.  In  catting  the  fliip,  it  parted,  being  cut  by 
the  rocks,  and  the  outer  end  was  left  behind ; as  thofe  who 
call  it  off,  did  not  perceive  that  it  was  bi^kcn ; fo  that  it 
became  neceflary  to  fend  a boat  to  bring  it  on  board.  In 
this  boar,  Omai  went  alhore,  after  taking  a very  afie&ionate 
farewel  of  all  the  officers.  He  fuftained  lnmfelf  with  a 
manly  refolution,  till  he  came  to  me.  Then  his  utmoft  ef- 
forts to  conceal  his  tears  failed ; and  Mr.  King,  who  went 
in  the  boat,  told  me,  that  he  wept  all  the  time  in  going 
alhore. 

It  was  no  fmall  fatisfaettion  to  reflect,  that  we  had  brought 
him  fafe  back  to  (lie  very  fpot  from  which  he  was  taken. 

And,  ycr,  fucli  is  the  llrange  nature  of  human  affairs,  that 
It  is  probable  we  left  him  in  a lefs  dcfirablc  fituation,  than 
he  was  in  before  his  connexion  with  us.  I do  not,  by  this, 
mean,  that,  becaufc  he  has  tatted  the  fweets  of  civilized 
life,  he  mutt  become  more  miferable  from  being  obliged  to 
abandon  all  thoughts  of  continuing  them.  I confine  myfclf 
to  this  finglc  difagreeable  circumttancc,  that  the  advantages 
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he  received  from  us,  have  placed  him  in  a more  hazardous 
. lituation,  with  refpcCt  to  his  perfonal  fafety.  Omai,  from 
being  much  careilcd  in  England,  loft  fight  of  his  original 
condition;  and  never  confidercd  in  what  manner  his  ac- 
quifitions,  either  of  knowledge  or  of  riches,  would  be  efti- 
mated  by  his  countrymen,  at  his  return ; which  were  the 
only  things  he  could  have  to  recommend  him  to  them 
now,  more  than  before,  and  on  which  he  could  build  cirher 
his  future  greatnefs  or  happinefs.  He  feemed  even  to  have 
miftaken  their  genius  in  this  refpeft ; and,  in  fome  mcafure, 
to  have  forgotten  their  cuftoms;  otherwife  he  mull  have 
knowrn  the  extreme  difficulty  there  would  be  in  getting 
liimfelf  admitted  as  a perfon  of  rank,  where  there  is,  per- 
haps, no  inftancc  of  a man's  being  raifed  from  an  inferior 
ftation  by  the  greateft  merit.  Rank  feems  to  be  the  very 
foundation  of  all  diftiniftion  here,  and,  of  its  attendant, 
power;  and  fo^iertinacioufly,  or  rather  blindly  adhered 
to,  that,  unlefs  a perfon  has  fome  degree  of  it,  he  wilL 
certainly  be  defpifed  and  hated,  if  he  affumes  the  ap- 
pearance of  exercifing  any  authority.  This  was  really 
the  cafe,  in  fome  meafure,  with  Omai;  though  his  coun- 
trymen were  pretty  cautious  of  cxprclling  their  fenti- 
r.ients  while  we  remained  amongft  them.  Had  he  made 
a proper  ufe  of  the  prefents  he  brought  with  him  from 
England,  this,  with  the  knowledge  he  had  acquired  by  tra- 
velling fo  far,  might  have  enabled  him  to  form  the  mod 
ufeful  connections.  But  we  have  given  too  many  inftances, 
in  the  courfc  of  our  narrative,  of  his  childifh  inattention  to 
this  obvious  means  of  advancing  his  intereft.  His  fehemes 
feemed  to  be  of  a higher,  though  ridiculous  nature  ; in- 
deed, I might  fay,  meaner ; for  revenge,  rather  than  a 
defirc  of  becoming  great,  appeared  to  actuate  him  from  the 

beginning. 
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beginning.  This,  however,  may  be  excufed,  if  we  con  (icier  that  No'”^,r 

it  is  common  to  his  countrymen.  His  father  was,  doubtlefs,  < » 

a man  of  confiderable  property  in  Ulietea,  when  that  ifland 
was  conquered  by  thofe  of  Bolabola;  and,  with  many  others, 
fought  refuge  in  Huaheine,  where  he  died,  and  left  Omai, 
with  fome  other  childrens  who,  by  that  means,  became 
totally  dependent.  In  this  Ctuation  he  was  taken  up  by 
Captain  Furneaux,  and  carried  to  England.  Whether  he 
really  expected,  from  his  treatment  there,  that  any  aflid- 
ancc  would  be  given  him  againd  the  enemies  of  his  father 
and  his  country  ; or  whether  he  imagined  that  his  own  per- 
fonal  courage,  and  fuperiority  of  knowledge,  would  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  difpoflefs  the  conquerors  of  Ulietea,  is  uncertain ; 
but  from  the  beginning  of  the  voyage,  this  was  his  con- 
llant  theme.  He  would  not  liden  to  our  remondrances  on 
fo  wild  a determination ; but  dew  into  a padion,  if  more 
moderate  and  reafonable  counfels  were  propofed  for  his  ad- 
vantage. Nay,  fo  infatuated  and  attached  to  his  favourite 
feheme  was  he,  that  he  afl'eefted  to  believe  thefe  people 
would  certainly  quit  the  conquered  ifland,  as  foon  as  they 
flrould  hear  of  his  arrival  in  Otaheite.  As  we  advanced, 
however,  on  our  voyage,  he  became  more  fenfiblc  of  his 
error;  and,  by  the  time  we  reached  the  Friendly  Iflands, 
had  even  fuch  apprehenfions  of  his  reception  at  home,  that, 
as  I have  mentioned  in  my  journal,  he  would  fain  havedaid 
behind  at  Tongataboo,  under  Feenou’s  protection.  At  thefe 
iflands,  he  fquandered  away  much  of  his  European  treafurc 
very  unneceflarily ; and  he  was  equally  imprudent,  as  I alfo 
took  notice  of  above,  at  Tiaraboo,  where  he  could  have  no 
. view  of  making  friends,  as  he  had  not  any  intention  of  re- 
maining there.  At  Matavai,  he  continued  the  fame  incon- 
lidetate  behaviour,  till  I abfolutcly  put  a flop  to  his  profu- 
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*777-  fion  ; and  he  formed  fuch  improper  connexions  there,  that 
«— . — - Otoo,  who  was,  at  firlt,  much  difpofed  to  countenance  him, 
afterward  openly  expreffed  his  diflike  of  him,  on  account  of 
his  conduct.  It  was  not,  however,  too  late  to  recover  his 
favour ; and  he  might  have  fettled,  to  great  advantage,  in 
Otaheite,  as  he  had  formerly  lived  fcveral  years  there,  and 
was  now  a good  deal  noticed  by  Towha,  whofe  valuable 
prefent,  of  a very  large  double  canoe,  we  have  feen  above. 
The  objection  to  admitting  him  to  fome  rank  would  have 
alfo  been  much  lcllencd,  if  he  had  fixed  at  Otaheite ; as  a 
native  will  always  find  it  more  difficult  to  accomplifh  fuch 
a change  of  date  among!!  his  countrymen,  than  a flrangcr, 
who  naturally  claims  refpcCt.  But  Omai  remained  unde- 
termined to  the  laft,  and  would  not,  I believe,  have  adopted 
my  plan  of  fettlcmcnt  in  Huaheine,  if  I had  not  fo  expli- 
citly refufed  to  employ  force  in  refloring  him  to  his  father’s 
pofTeflions.  Whether  the  remains  of  his  European  wealth, 
which,  after  all  his  improvident  wade,  was  flill  confider- 
ablc,  will  be  more  prudently  adminiftered  by  him,  or  whe- 
ther the  fteps  I took,  as  already  explained,  to  infure  him 
protection  in  Huaheine,  fhall  have  proved  effectual,  mud  be 
left  to  the  dccifion  of  future  navigators  of  this  Ocean  ; with 
whom  it  cannot  but  be  a principal  objeCt  of  curiofity  to  trace 
the  future  fortunes  of  our  traveller.  At  prefent,  I can  only 
conjcCture,  that  his  greateft  danger  will  arife  from  the  very 
impolitic  declarations  of  his  antipathy  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Bolabola.  For  thefe  people,  from  a principle  of  jealoufy, 
will,  no  doubt,  endeavour  to  render  him  obnoxious  to  thofe 
of  Huaheine;  as  they  are  at  peace  with  that  iiland  at  pre- 
fent, and  may  cafily  effeCt  their  defigns,  many  of  them 
living  there.  This  is  a circumftance,  which,  of  all  others, 
he  might,  the  molt  cafily,  have  avoided.  For  they  were  not 
y only 
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only  free  from  any  averfion  to  him,  but  the  perfon,  men- 

tionecl  before,  whom  we'foupd  at  Tiaraboo  as  an  ambaf-  > — • 

fador,  pried,  or  God,  abfolutely  offered  to  rcinftatc  him  in 
the  property  that  was  formerly  his  father’s.  Butherefufcd 
this  peremptorily ; and,  to  the  very  lad,  continued  deter- 
mined to  take  the  firft  opportunity  that  offered  of  latisfying 
his  revenge  in  battle.  To  this,  I guefs,  he  is  not  a little  fpur- 
red  by  the  coat  of  mail  he  brought  from  England  ; clothed 
in  which,  and  in  polleffion  of  fome  fire-arms,  he  fancies 
that  he  (hall  be  invincible. 

Whatever  faults  belonged  to  Omai’s  character,  they  were 
more  than  overbalanced  by  his  great  good  nature  and  do- 
icilc  difpofition.  During  the  whole  time  he  was  with  me,  I 
very  feldom  had  reafon  to  be  ferioufly  difplcafed  with  his 
general  condudt.  His  grateful  heart  always  retained  the 
liighelt  fenfc  of  the  favours  he  had  received  in  England ; 
nor  will  he  ever  forget  thofe  who  honoured  him  with  their 
protection  and  friendfhip,  during  his  day  there.  He  had  a 
tolerable  fhare  of  underdanding,  but  wanted  application 
and  pcrfcvcrancc  to  exert  it;  fo  that  his  knowledge  of  things 
was  very  general,  and,  in  many  indances,  imperfedt.  He 
was  not  a man  of  much  obfervation.  There  were  many 
ufeful  arts,  as  well  as  elegant  amu foments,  amongd  the 
people  of  the  Friendly  Iflands,  which  he  might  have  con- 
veyed to  his  own ; where  they  probably  would  have  been 
readily  adopted,  as  being  fo  much  in  their  own  way.  But 
I never  found  that  he  ufed  the  lead  endeavour  to  make 
himfclf  madcr  of  any  one.  This  kind  of  indifference  is, 
indeed,  the  charadteridic  foible  of  his  nation.  Europeans 
have  vifited  them,  at  timc3,  for  thefe  ten  years  pad ; yet 
we  could  not  difeover  the  fiighted  trace  of  any  attempt  to 
profit  by  this  intercourfe;  nor  have  they  hitherto  copied 

after 
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NovcmL  r a^tei us  in  any  one  thing.  We  are  not,  therefore,  to  expect 

> , — that  Omai  will  be  able  to  introduce  many  of  our  arts  and 

cufloms  amongft  them,  or  much  improve  thofc  to  which 
they  have  been  lpng  habituated.  I am  confident,  however, 
that  he  will  endeavour  to  bring  to  perfection  the  various 
fruits  and  vegetables  we  planted,  which  will  be  no  fmall 
acquifition.  But  the  greateft  benefit  thefe  illands  are  likely 
to  receive  from  Omai’s  travels,  will  be  in  the  animals  that 
have  been  left  upon  them;  which,  probably,  they  never 
would  have  got,  had  he  not  come  to  England.  When  thefe 
multiply,  of  which  1 think  there  is  little  doubt,  Otahcite, 
and  the  Society  Illands,  will  equal,  if  not  exceed,  any  place 
in  the  known  world,  for  provifions. 

Omai’s  return,  and  the  fubftantial  proofs  he  brought  back 
with  him  of  our  liberality,  encouraged  many  to  offer  them- 
felves  as  volunteers  to  attend  me  to  Prctane.  I took  every 
opportunity  of  expreffing  my  delermination  to  rejedt  all 
fuch  applications.  But,  notwithftanding  this,  Omai,  who 
was  very  ambitious  of  remaining  the  only  great  traveller, 
being  afraid  left  1 might  be  prevailed  upon  to  put  others  in 
a fituation  of  rivalling  him,  frequently  put  me  in  mind, 
that  Lord  Sandwich  had  told  him,  no  others  of  his  country- 
men were  to  come  to  England. 

If  there  had  been  the  moll  diftant  probability  of  any  fhip 
being  again  fent  to  New  Zealand,  I would  have  brought  the 
two  youths  of  that  country  home  with  me;  as  both  of 
them  were  very  delirous  of  continuing  with  us.  Tiarooa, 
the  cldeft,  was  an  exceedingly  well  difpofed  young  man, 
with  ftrong  natural  fenfe,  and  capable  of  receiving  any  in- 
flrudtion.  lie  feemed  to  be  fully  fenfible  of  the  inferiority 
of  his  own  country  to  thefe  illands,  and  refigned  himfclf, 
6 though 
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though  perhaps  with  reluctance,  to  end  his  days,  in  cafe  l: 
and  plenty,  in  Huaheine.  But  the  other  was  fo  ftrongly  at-  >— % — 
tached  to  us,  that  he  was  taken  out  of  the  Ihip,  and  carried 
afhore  by  force.  He  was  a witty,  fmart  boy ; and,  on  that 
account,  much  noticed  on  board. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

Art  real  at  Ulietea. — Afirononiical  Obfervations, — A Ma- 
rine defer tii  and  is  delivered  up. — Intelligence  from  Otnai. 
— InfruElions  to  Captain  Clerke. — Another  Defer tion  of 
a Midfbiprnan  and  a Seaman. — Three  of  the  chief  Perf oils 
of  the  If  and  confined  on  that  Account. — A Defign  to 
feize  Captains  Cook  and  Clerke , difeovered. — The  two 
Defertcrs  brought  back,  and  the  Prifners  releafed. — The 
Ships  fail. — Refrejhments  received  at  Ulietea. — Prefent 
and  former  State  of  that  If  and. — Account  of  its  de- 
throned King,  and  of  the  late  Regent  of  Huabcine. 

irrr-  H^HE  boat  which  carried  Omai  afliore,  never  to  join  us 
p'"f'T  J.  again,  having  returned  to  the  fliip,  with  the  remainder 
ok  the  hawl’cr,  we  hoifled  her  in,  and  immediately  flood 
over  for  Ulietea,  where  I intended  to  touch  next.  At  ten 
o’clock  at  night,  we  brought  to,  till  four  the  next  morning^ 
when  we  made  fail  round  the  South  end  of  the  illand,  for 
the  harbour  of  Ohamancijo*.  Wc  met  with  calms  and 
light  airs  of  wind,  from  different  directions,  by  turns  ; fo 
that,  at  noon,  wc  were’  flill  a league  from  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour.  While  we  were  thus  detained,  my  old  friend 
Oreo,  Chief  of  the  ifland,  with  his  fon,  and  Pootoe,  his  ibn- 
in-law,  come  off'  to  vifit  us. 

• See  a plan  of  this  harbour,  in  Hav.’ltcfft'orth’s  Collection,  Vd.  ii.  p.  248. 
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Being  refolved  to  pufh  for  the  harbour,  I ordered  all  the 
boats  to  be  hoifted  out,  and  fent  them  a-hcad  to  tow,  being 
a Aided  by  a Aight  breeze  from  the  Southward.  This  breeze 
failed  too  foon,  and  being  fucceeded  by.  one  from  the  Ead, 
which  blew  right  out  of  the  harbour,  we  were  obliged  to 
come  to  an  anchor,  at  its  entrance,  at  two  o’clock,  and  to 
warp  in,  which  employed  us  till  night  fet  in.  As  foon  as 
we  were  within  the  harbour,  the  {hips  were  furrounded 
with  canoes  filled  with  people,  who  brought  hogs  and  fruit 
to  barter  with  us  for  our  commodities;  fo  that,  wherever  wc 
went,  we  found  plenty. 

Next  morning,  being  the  4th,  I moored  the  At  ip,  head  Tuefdaj^. 
and  dern,  clofe  to  the  North  fliorc,  at  the  head  of  the  har- 
bour; hauled  up  the  cables  on  deck;  and  opened  one  of 
the  ballad-ports.  From  this  a flight  dage  was  made  to  the 
land,  being  at  the  didance  of  about  twenty  feet,  with  a view 
to  get  clear  of  fome  of  the  rats  that  continued  to  infefl  us. 

The  Difcovcry  moored  along-fide  the  South  fliore  for  the 
fame  purpofe.  While  this  work  was  going  forward,  1 re- 
turned Oreo's  vifit.  The  prefent  I made  him,  on  the  occa- 
fion,  confided  of  a linen  gown,  a fhirt,  a red-feathered  cap 
from  Tongataboo,  and  other  things  of  lefs  value.  I then 
brought  him,  and  fome  of  his  friends,  on  board  to  dinner. 

On  the  6th,  we  fetup  the  obfervatories,  and  got  the  nccef-  ThartUay  6. 
fary  indruments  on  {horc.  The  two  following  days,  we 
obferved  the  fun’s  azimuths,  both  on  board  and  afhorc,  with 
all  the  compafles,  in  order  to  find  the  variation  ; and  in  the 
night  of  the  latter,  obferved  an  occuliation  of  t Capricorai, 
by  the  moon’s  dark  limb.  Mr.  Bayly  and  I agreed  in  fixing 
the  time  of  its  happening,  at  fix  minutes  and  fifty-four  fe- 
conds  and  a half,  pad  ten  o’clock.  Mr.  King  made  it  half  a 
fccond  fooner.  Mr.  Bayly  obferved  with  the  achromatic  tcle- 
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Number  ^C0Pe  belonging  to  the  Board  of  Longitude;  Mr.  King,  with 

* « ' the  reflector  belonging  alfo  to  the  Board ; and  I made  ufe  of 

my  own  refledtor,  of  eighteen  inches.  There  was  alfo  an 
immcrGon  of  * Capricomi  behind  the  moon's  dark  limb, 
fome  time  before;  but  it  was  obferved  by  Mr.  Bayly  alone. 
I attempted  to  trace  it,  with  a fmall  achromatic  ; but  found 
its  magnifying  power  not  fuflicicnt. 

Nothing  worthy  of  note  happened,  till  the  night  between 
wtjnef.  u.  the  1 2th  and  13th,  when  John  Harrifon,  a marine,  who  was 
riutHUy  13.  fcntjnci  at  ,hc  obfervatory,  deferred;  carrying  with  him  his 
mufquet  and  accoutrements.  Having  in  the  morning  got 
intelligence  which  way  he  had  moved  off,  a party  was  fent 
after  him  ; but  they  returned  in  the  evening,  after  an  inef- 
14.  fecfual  enquiry  and  fearch.  The  next  day,  I applied  to  the 
Chief  to  intereft  himfelf  in  this  matter.  He  promifed  to 
fend  a party  of  his  men  after  him,  and  gave  me  hopes  thae 
lie  fhould  be  brought  back  the  fame  day.  But  this  did  nor 
happen ; and  I had  reafon  to  fufpedt,  that  no  Heps  had  been 
taken  by  him.  We  had,  at  this  time,  a great  number  of  the 
natives  about  the  fliips,  and  fome  thefts  were  committed ; 
the  confcqucncc  of  which  being  dreaded  by  them,  very  few- 
Saturday  15.  vifiters  came  near  us  the  next  morning.  The  Chief  himfelf 
joined  in  the  alarm,  and  he  and  his  whole  family  fled.  I' 
thought  this  a good  opportunity  to  oblige  them  to  deliver 
up  the  deferter ; and  having  got  intelligence  that  he  was  at> 
a place  called  Hamoa,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  ifland,  I went, 
thither  with  two  armed  boats,  accompanied  by  one  of  the 
natives;  and,  in  our  way,  we  found  the  Chief,  who  alfo- 
embarked  with  me.  I landed  about  a mile  and  a half  from 
the  place,  with  a few  people,  and  marched  brifkly  up  to  it, 
left  the  ftght  of  the  boats  fhould  give  the  alarm,  and  allow 
the  man  time  to  efcape  to  the  mountains.  But  this  precau- 
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tion  was  unneceflary;  for  the  natives  there  had  got  in-  Kn,”^-bfr 
formation  of  my  coming,  and  were  prepared  to  deliver  > — ^ — * 
him  up. 

I found  Harrifon,  with  the  mufquct  lying  before  him, 
fitting  between  two  women,  who,  the  moment  that  I en- 
tered the  houfe,  rofe  up  to  plead  in  his  behalf.  As  it  was 
highly  proper  to  difeourage  fuch  proceedings,  I frowned 
upon  them,  and  bid  them  begone.  Upon  this  they  burft 
into  tears,  and  walked  off.  Paha,  the  Chief  of  the  diftriCtr, 
now  came  with  a plantain  tree,  and  a fucking  pig,  which 
he  would  have  prefented  to  me,  as  a pcace-oflcring.  I re- 
jected it,  and  ordered  him  out  of  my  fight ; and  having  em- 
barked, with  the  deferter,  on  board  the  firft  boat  that  ar- 
rived, returned  to  the  fhips.  After  this,  harmony  was 
again  reftored.  The  fellow  had  nothing  to  fay  in  his  de- 
fence, but  that  the  natives  had  enticed  him  away ; and  this 
might  in  pan  be  true,  as  it  was  certain,  that  Paha,  and  alfo 
the  two  women  above-mentioned,  had  been  at  the  fhip  the 
day  before  he  deferted.  As  it  appeared,  that  he  had  re- 
mained upon  his  poft,  till  within  a few  minutes  of  the  time 
when  he  was  to  have  been  relieved,  the  puniflunent  that  I 
inflicted  upon  him  was  not  very  fevere. 

Though  we  had  feparated  from  Otnai,  we  were  flill  near 
enough  to  have  intelligence  of  his  proceedings;  and  I had 
defired  to  hear  from  him.  Accordingly,  about  a fortnight 
after  our  arrival  at  Ulietea,  he  fent  two  of  his  people  in  a 
canoe  ; who  brought  me  the  fatisfaCtory  intelligence,  that 
he  remained  undiflurbed  by  the  people  of  the  ifland,  and 
that  every  thing  went  well  with  him,  except  that  his  goat 
had  died  in  kidding.  He  accompanied  this  intelligence, 
with  a requeft,  that  I would  fend  him  another  goat,  and 
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Nowmber  tw0  axcs'  ®e,nS  ^aPP)’  t0  have  this  additional  opportunity 
* — . — * of  fcrving  him,  the  mcflengers  were  font  back  to  Huaheine, 
Toefday  18.  on  the  1 8th,  with  the  axes,  and  two  kids,  male  and  female, 
which  were  (pared  for  him  out  of  the  Difcovcry. 

Wciinef.  19.  The  next  day,  I delivered  to  Captain  Clerke  inflructions- 
how  to  proceed,  in  cafe  of  being  feparated  from  me,  after 
leaving  thefe  iflands  ; and  it  may  not  be  improper  to  give 
them  a place  here. 


By  Captain  "James  Cool. , Commander  of  bis  Majejlyt 
Sloop  the  Refolution. 

“ WHEREAS  the  pafljge  from  the  Society  Iflands,  to  the 
Northern  coaft  of  America,  is  of  confidcrablc  length,  both  in 
diftancc  and  in  time,  and  as  a part  of  it  muft  be  performed  in 
the  very  depth  of  winter,  when  gales  of  wind  and  bad  weather 
muft  be  expected,  and  may,  poflibly,  occafion  a feparation, 
you  arc  to  take  all  imaginable  care  to  prevent  this.  But  if, 
notwithftanding  all  our  endeavours  to  keep  company,  yon 
fhould  he  feparated  from  me,  you  are  firft  to  look  for  me 
where  you  laft  faw  me.  Not  feeing  me  in  five  days,  you  are 
to  proceed  (as  directed  by  the  inflruiftions  of  their  Lordfliips, 
a copy  of  which  you  have  already  received)  for  the  coaft  of 
New  Albion  ; endeavouring  to  fall  in  with  it  in  tire  latitude 
of  45V 

In  that  latitude,  and  at  a convenient  diftance  from  the 
land,  you  are  to  cruize  for  me  ten  days.  Not  feeing  me  in 
ii.u  time,  you  arc  to  put  into  the  firft  convenient  port,  in 
r to  the  North  of  that  latitude,  to  recruit  your  wood  and 
ater,  and  to  procure  rcfrefhments. 

During  your  flay  in  port,  you  are  conftantly  to  keep  a 
^ood  look-out  for  me.  It  will  be  neccflary,  therefore,  to 
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make  choice  of  a flation,  fituatcd  as  near  the  fea-coaft  as  is  ..  '777- 

November. 

pofliblc,  the  better  to  enable  you  to  fee  me,  when  I lliall  . ' 

appear  in  the  offing. 

If  I do  not  join  you  before  the  id  of  next  April,  you  arc 
to  put  to  fca,  and  proceed  Northward  to  the  latitude  $6° ; in 
■which  latitude,  and  at  a convenient  diflancc  from  the  coaft, 
never  exceeding  fifteen  leagues,  you  are  to  cruize  for  me 
till  the  10th  of  May. 

Not  feeing  me  in  that  time,  you  are  to  proceed  North- 
ward, and  endeavour  to  find  a paflage  into  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  through  Hudfon’s  or  Baffin’s  Bays,  as  directed  by 
the  above-mentioned  inftrudfions. 

But  if  you  ffiould  fail  in  finding  a paflage  through  either 
of  the  faid  bays,  or  by  any  other  way,  as  the  feafon  of  the 
year  may  render  it  unfafe  for  you  to  remain  in  high  lati- 
tudes, you  are  to  repair  to  the  harbour  of  St.  Peter  and  St. 

Paul,  in  Kamtfchatka,  in  order  to  refrefh  your  people,  and 
to  pafs  the  winter. 

But,  neverthelcfs,  if  you  find,  that  you  cannot  procure 
the  neceflary  refrefliments  at  the  faid  port,  you  are  at  li- 
berty to  go  where  you  fliall  judge  moll  proper;  taking  care, 
before  you  depart,  to  leave  with  the  Governor  an  account 
of  your  intended  deftination,  to  be  delivered  to  me  upon 
my  arrival:  And  in  the  fpring  of  the  enfuing  year,  1779, 
you  are  to  repair  back  to  the  above-mentioned  port,  endea- 
vouring to  be  there  by  the  10th  of  May,  or  fooncr. 

If,  on  your  arrival,  you  receive  no  orders  from,  or  ac- 
count of  me,  fo  as  to  juftify  your  purfuing  any  other  mca- 
furcs  than  what  are  pointed  out  in  the  before  mentioned 
inilrudlions,  your  future  proceedings  are  to  be  governed  by 
them. 

You 
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'm-  You  arc  alio  to  comply  with  fuch  parts  of  faid  in (l rue- 

< v < tions,  as  have  not  been  executed,  and  are  not  contrary  to 

thefe  orders.  And  in  cafe  of  your  inability,  by  fickncfs  or 
ptherwife,  to  carry  thefe,  and  the  inftruflions  of  their  Lord- 
fhips,  into  execution,  you  are  to  be  careful  to  leave  them  with 
tire  next  officer  in  command,  who  is  hereby  required  to  ex- 
ecute them  in  the  bell  manner  he  can. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  the  Refolution,  at 
Ulietca,  the  lSth  Day  of  November  1777. 

J.  COOK." 

“ To  Captain  Charles  Cierke , Commander  of 
his  Majefi/s  Sloop,  the  DiJeoverj." 

While  we  lay  moored  to  the  fhore,  we  heeled,  and  ferub- 
bed  both  ftdes  of  the  bottoms  of  the  fhips.  At  the  fame 
time,  we  fixed  fome  tin-plates  under  the  binds;  firft  taking 
off  the  old  Ihcathing,  and  putting  in  a piece  unfilled,  over 
which  the  plates  were  nailed.  Thefe  plates  1 had  from  the 
ingenious  Mr.  Pelham,  Secretary  to  the  Commiflioners  for 
Victualling  his  Majcfly’s  Navy ; with  a view  of  trying 
whether  tin  would  anfwer  the  fame  end  as  copper,  on  the 
bottoms  of  fhips. 

Moadiy  14.  On  the  24th  in  the  morning,  I was  informed  that  a mid- 
fhipman,  and  a feaman,  both  belonging  to  the  Difeovery, 
were  milling.  Soon  after,  we  learnt  from  the  natives,  that 
they  went  away  in  a canoe  the  preceding  evening,  and 
were,  at  this  time,  at  the  other  end  of  the  Hland.  As  the 
midlhipman  was  known  to  have  exprcil’ed  a defire  to  remain 
at  thefe  ifiands,  it  feemed  pretty  certain,  that  lie  and  his 
companion  had  gone  off  with  this  intention ; and  Captain 
Cierke  fet  out  in  quell  of  them  with  two  armed  boats,  and 
a party  of  marines.  His  expedition  proved  fruitlcfs  ; for  he 
6 returned 
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returned  in  the  evening,  without  having  got  any  certain 

intelligence  where  they  were.  From  the  condudt  of  the  na-  < — > 

tives,  Captain  Clerkc  feemed  to  think,  that  they  intended 
to  conceal  the  deferters ; and,  with  that  view,  had  amufed 
him  with  falfe  information  the  whole  day,  and  directed 
him  to  fearch  for  them  in  places  where  they  were  not  to  be 
found.  The  Captain  judged  right  5 for,  the  next  morn- 
ing, we  were  told,  that  our  runaways  were  at  Otaha.  As 
thefe  two  were  not  the  only  perfons  in  the  fhips  who  wilh* 
cd  to  end  their  days  at  thefe  favourite  iflands,  in  order  to 
put  a flop  to  any  further  defertion,  it  was  neceflary  to  ges 
them  back  at  all  events  ; and  that  the  natives  might  be  con- 
vinced that  I was  in  earned,  I refolvcd  to  go  after  them, 
myfelf;  having  obferved,  from  repeated  inflanccs,  that’ 
they  feldom  oflered  to  deceive  me  with  falfe  informa- 
tion. 

Accordingly,  I fet  our,  the  next  morning,  with  two  ami-  Tucflayij. 
cd  boats  ; being  accompanied  by  the  Chief  himfelf.  I pro- 
ceeded, as  he  directed,  without  flopping  any  where,  till  we 
came  to  the  middle  of  the  Eaft  fide  of  Otaha.  There  we 
put  afliore  ; and  Oreo  difpatched  a man  before  us,  with  or-» 
ders  to  feize  the  deferters,  and  keep  them  till  we  fliould 
arrive  with  the  boats.  But  when  we  got  to  the  place  where 
we  expelled  to  find  them,  we  wetc  told,  that  they  had 
quilted  this  illand,  and  gone  over  to  Bolabola  the  day  be- 
fore. I did  not  think  proper  to  follow  them  thither;  but 
returned  to  the  Ihips ; fully  determined,  however,  to  have* 
rccourfe  to  a mcafurc,  which,  1 guefled,  would  oblige  the . 
natives  to  bring  them  back. 

Id. 
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In  the  night,  Mr.  Bayly,  Mr.  King,  and  myfelf,  obfervcd 
an  immcrfion  of  Jupiter’s  third  fatellite.  It  happened,  by 
the  obfervation  of 


WedncC  z6» 


Mr.  Bayly,  at  a"  37’  54" 
Mr.  King,  at  2 37  24 
Myfelf,  at  2 37  44 


in  the  morning. 


Mr.  Bayly  and  Mr.  King  obfervcd,  with  Dollond’s  three 
and  a half  feet  achromatic  telefcopc,  and  with  the  greatefl 
magnifying  power.  I obferved,  with  a two-feet  Gregorian 
reflector,  made  by  Bird. 


Soon  after  day-break,  the  Chief,  his  fon,  daughter,  and 
fon-in-law,  came  on  board  the  Refolution.  The  three  laft 
I rcfolvcd  to  detain,  till  the  two  deferters  lhould  be  brought 
back.  With  this  view,  Captain  Clcrke  invited  them  to  go 
on  board  his  fliip ; and  as  foon  as  they  arrived  there,  con- 
fined them  in  his  cabin.  The  Chief  was  with  me  when  the 
news  reached  him.  He  immediately  acquainted  me  with  it, 
fuppoiing  that  this  ftep  had  been  taken  without  my  know- 
ledge, and  confequently  without  my  approbation.  I in- 
stantly undeceived  him ; and  then  he  began  to  have  appre- 
'henfions  as  to  his  own  fituation,  and  his  looks  exprefled  the 
utmoft  perturbation  of  mind.  But  I foon  made  him  cafy  as 
to  this,  by  telling  him,  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  leave  the 
fhip  whenever  he  pleafed,  and  to  take  Rich  meafurcs  as  he 
fliould  judge  bell  calculated  to  get  our  two  men  back ; that, 
if  he  fuccccded,  his  friends  on  board  the  Difcovcry  fliould 
be  delivered  up;  if  not,  that  I was  determined  to  carry  them 
away  with  me.  1 added,  that  his  own  condutfl,  as  well  as 
that  of  many  of  his  people,  in  not  only  aflifting  thefe  two 
7 men 


Digitized  by  Google 


TIIE  PACIFIC  OCEAN. 


i - 1 


men  to  efcapc,  but  in  being,  even  at  this  very  time,  afU- 
» tluous  in  enticing  others  to  follow  them,  would  juilify  any 
ftep  I could  take  to  put  a Hop  to  fuch  proceedings. 

This  explanation  of  the  motives  upon  which  I aided,  and 
which  we  found  means  to  make  Oreo  and  his  people,  who 
were  prefent,  fully  comprehend,  feemed  to  recover  them, 
in  a great  mcafurc,  from  that  general  confternation  into 
which  they  were  at  firft  thrown.  But,  if  relieved  from  ap- 
prehenfions  about  their  own  fafety,  they  continued  under 
the  decpefl  concern  for  thofe  who  were  prifoners.  Many 
of  them  went  under  the  Difcovcry’s  Hern  in  canoes,  to  be- 
wail their  captivity,  which  they  did  with  long  and  loud 
exclamations.  Poedooa!  for  fo  the  Chief’s  daughter  was 
called,  refounded  from  every  quarter;  and  the  women 
feemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  mourning  her  fate,  with 
more  fignilicant  expreflions  of  their  grief  than  tears  and 
cries ; for  there  were  many  bloody  heads  upon  the  occa- 
fion. 

Oreo  himfelf  did  not  give  way  to  unavailing  lamentations, 
but,  inflantly,  began  his  exertions  to  recover  our  deferters, 
by  difpatching  a canoe  to  Bolabola,  with  a meflage  to 
Opoony,  the  fovereign-  of  that  ifland,  acquainting  him  with 
what  had  happened,  and  requefting  him  to  feize  the  two 
fugitives,  and  fend  them  back.  The  meffenger,  who  was 
no  lefs  a man  than  the  father  of  Pootoe,  Oreo’s  fon-in-law, 
before  lie  fet  out,  came  to  receive  my  commands.  I Uriel - 
ly  enjoined  him  not  to  return  without  the  deferters  ; and 
to  tell  Opoony,  from  me,  that,  if  they  had  left  Bolabola, 
he  mud  fend  canoes  to  bring  them  back ; for  l fufpedted 
that  they  would  not  long  remain  in  one  place. 
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'77?.-  The  confequence,  however,  of  the  prifoners  was  fo  great, 

Novciuter.  ...  ...  - , 

v — . — , that  the  natives  did  not  think  proper  to  truft  to  the  return 
of  our  people  for  their  releafe  ; or,  at  leaft,  their  impatience 
was  fo  great,  that  it  hurried  them  to  meditate  an  attempt 
which  might  have  involved  them  in  dill  greater  didrefs,  had 
it  not  been  fortunately  prevented.  Between  five  and  fix 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  I obferved  that  all  their  canoes,  in 
and  about  the  harbour,  began  to  move  off,  as  if  fame  fudden 
panic  had  feized  them.  1 was  afliorc,  abroad  of  the  fhip,  at 
the  time,  and  enquired,  in  vain,  to  find  out  the  caufe ; till 
our  people  called  to  us  from  the  Difcovery,  and  told  us,  that 
a party  of  the  natives  had  feized  Captain  Clerke  and  Mr. 
Core,  who  had  walked  out  a little  way  from  the  drips. 
Struck  with  the  boldnefs  of  this  plan  of  retaliation,  which 
feemed  to  counteract  me  fo  effectually  in  my  own  way, 
there  was  no  time  to  deliberate.  I indantly  ordered  the 
people  to  arm;  and,  in  lefs  than  five  minutes,  a drong 
party,  under  the  command  of  Mr.  King,  was  fent  to  refeue 
our  two  gentlemen.  At  the  fame  time,  two  armed  boats, 
and  a party  under  Mr.  Williamfon,  went  after  the  dying 
canoes,  to  cut  oft  their  retreat  to  the  diore.  Thefe  feveral 
detachments  were  hardly  out  of  fight,  before  an  account 
arrived  that  we  had  been  milinformed ; upon  which  I fent,. 
and  called  them  all  in. 

It  was  evident,  however,  from  feveral  corroborating  cir- 
cumdanccs,  that  the  defign  of  feizing  Captain  Clerke  had' 
really  been  in  agitation  atnongft  the  natives.  Nay,  they 
made  no  fccretin  fpcakingof  it  the  next  day.  But  their  firft 
and  great  plan  of  operations  was  to  have  laid  hold  of  me. 
It  was  my  cudom,  every  evening,  to  bathe  in  the  frelh  water. 
Very  often  I went  alone;  and  always  without  arms.  Ex- 
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pc&ing  me  to  go,  as  ufual,  this  evening,  they  had  deter- 
mined to  feize  me,  and  Captain  Clerke  too,  if  he  had  ac- 
companied me.  But  I had,  after  confining  Oreo’s  family, 
thought  it  prudent  to  avoid  putting  myfelf  in  their  power ; 
and  had  cautioned  Captain  Clerke,  and  the  officers,  not  to 
go  far  from  the  fhips.  In  the  courfe  of  the  afternoon,  tire 
Chief  afked  me,  three  fcvcral  times,  if  I would  not  go  to  the 
bathing-place ; and  when  he  found,  at  lafl,  that  I could 
not  be  prevailed  upon,  he  went  off,  with  the  reft  of  his 
people,  in  fpite  of  all  that  I could  do  or  fay  to  flop  him. 
But  as  I had  no  fufpicion,  at  this  time,  of  their  deftgn,  I 
imagined  that  fome  fudden  fright  had  feized  them,  which 
would,  as  ufual,  foon  be  over.  Finding  thcmfelves  difap- 
pointed  as  to  me,  they  fixed  on  thofe  who  were  more  in 
their  power.  It  was  fortunate,  for  all  parties,  that  they  did 
not  fucceed ; and  not  lefs  fortunate,  that  no  mifehief  was 
done  on  the  ocCafion.  For  not  a mufquet  was  fired,  except 
two  or  three,  to  flop  the  canoes.  To  that  firing,  perhaps, 
MciTrs.  Clerke  and  Gore  owed  their  fafety  * ; for,  at  that  very 
inftant,  a party  of  the  natives,  armed  with  clubs,  were  ad- 
vancing toward  them ; and  on  hearing  the  report  of  the 
mufquets,  they  difpcrled. 

This  confpiracy,  as  it  may  be  called,  was  firfl  drfeovered 
by  a girl,  whom  one  of  the  officers  had  brought  from 
Huaheine.  She,  overhearing  fome  of  the  Ulieteans  fay, 
that  they  would  feize  Captain  Clerke  and  Mr.  Gore,  ran  to 
acquaint  the  firft  of  our  people  that  flic  met  with.  Thofe 
who  were  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  defign  threat- 

* Perhaps  they  owed  their  fafety,  principally,  to  Captain  CIcrkc's  walking  with  a 
piflol  in  his  hand,  which  he  once  fired.  This  circumlhir.ee  is  omitted  both  in  Cap- 
tain Cook’s  and  in  Mr.  Andcrion’s  journal ; but  it  is  here  mentioned  on  the  autho- 
rity of  Captain  King. 
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»777-  encd  to  kill  her,  as  foon  as  we  ihould  leave  the  ifland,  for 

November. 

* difappointing  them.  Being  aware  of  this,  we  contrived  that 

her  friends  Ihould  come,  fomc  days  after,  and  take  her  out 
of  the  fliip,  to  convey  her  to  a place  of  fafety,  where  flie 
might  lie  concealed,  till  they  Ihould  have  an  opportunity 
of  lending  her  back  to  Iluahcine. 

Timfcyij.  On  the  27th,  our  obfcrvatorics  were  taken  down,  and 
every  thing  we  had  afhore  carried  on  board  ; the  moorings 
of  the  Ihips  were  caftofF;  and  we  tranfported  them  a little 
way  down  the  harbour,  where  they  came  to  an  anchor 
again.  Toward  the  afternoon,  the  natives  began  to  lhake 
off  their  fears,  gathering  round,  and  on  board,  the  Ihips,  as 
ufual ; and  the  awkward  trahfaeftion  of  the  day  before 
feemed  to  be  forgotten  on  both  fides. 

Friday  ts.  The  following  night,  the  wind  blew  in  hard  fqualls 
from  South  to  Eafl,  attended  with  heavy  Ihowcrs  of  rain. 
In  one  of  the  fqualls,  the  cable,  by  which  the  Refolution 
was  riding,  parted,  juft  without  the  hawfe.  We  had  an- 
other anchor  ready  to  let  go  ; fo  that  the  fliip  was,  prefent- 
lv,  brought  tip  again.  In  the  afternoon,  the  wind  became 
moderate  ; and  we  hooked  the  end  of  .the  beft  fmall  bower 
cable,  and  got  it  again  into  the  hawfe. 

Oreo,  the  Chief,  being  uncafy,  as  well  as  myfelf,  that 
no  account  had  been  received  from  Rolabola,  fee  out,  this 
evening,  for  that  ifland,  and  tleflrcd  me  to  follow  down, 
the  next  day,  with  the  Ihips.  This  was  my  intention;  but 
the  wind  would  not  admit  of  our  getting  to  fea.  Rut 
the  lame  wind  which  kept  us  in  the  harbour,  brought 
Oreo  back  from  Bvlabola,  with  the  two  deferters.  They 
had  reached  Otaha,  the  fame  night  they  defected ; bur, 
finding  it  impoflible  to  get  to  any  of  the  illamls  to  the  1 aft- 
i \v  aril 
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ward  (which  was  their  intention),  for  want  of  wind,  they  No|7'v. 
had  proceeded  to  Bolabola,  and  from  thence  to  the  fmall  . — — ■ 

ifland  Toobaee,  where  they  were  taken  by  the  father  of 
Pootoe,  in  confcqucncc  of  the  firft  meflkge  fent  to  Opoony. 

As  foon  as  they  were  on  board,  the  three  prifoners  were  re- 
leafed.  Thus  ended  an  affair,  which  had  given  me  much 
trouble  and  vexation.  Nor  would  I have  exerted  myfclf  fo  ' 
refolutely  on  the  occafton,  but  for  the  reafon  before  men- 
tioned, and  to  fave  the  fon  of  a brother  officer  from  being 
loft  to  his  country. 

The  wind  continued  conftantly  between  the  North  and  De  tminr. 
Well,  and  confined  us  in  the  harbour,  till  eight  o’clock  in  Sun‘u>  ?• 
morning  of  the  7th  of  December ; when  we  took  the  ad- 
vantage of  a light  breeze  which  then  fprung  up  at  North 
Eaft,  and,  with  the  affiftance  of  all  the  boats,  got  out  to  fea 
with  the  Difcovery  in  company. 

During  the  laft  week,  we  had  been  vifited  by  people  from 
all  parts  of  the  ifland,  who  furniffied  us  with  a large  fleck 
of  hogs  and  green  plantains.  So  that  the  time  we  lay 
wind-bound  in  the  harbour  was  not  entirely  loft ; green 
plantains  being  an  excellent  fubflitute  for  bread,  as  they 
will  keep  good  a fortnight,  or  three  weeks.  Befidcs  this 
fupply  of  provifions,  wc  alfo  completed  our  wood  and  water. 

The  inhabitants  of  Ulicrca  feemod,  in  general,  fmaller 
and  blacker  than  thofe  of  the  other  neighbouring  illands  ; 
and  appeared  alfo  lefs  orderly,  which,  perhaps,  may  be  con- 
fulered  as  the  confcqucncc  of  their  having  become  (abject 
to  the  natives  of  Bolabola.  Oreo,  their  Chief,  isonlyalort 
of  deputy  of  the  fovereign  of  that  ifland  ; and  the  conqueft 
feems  to  hdve  leflened  the  number  of  fubordinate  Chiefs 
refident  among  them ; fo  that  they  are  lefs  immediately 
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under  the  infpetflion  of  thofe  whofc  intcrcft  it  is  to  enforce 

scesbcr.  1 

— v ' due  obedience  co  authority.  Ulictca,  though  now  reduced 

to  this  humiliating  Hate,  was  formerly,  as  we  were  told, 
the  mod  eminent  of  this  duller  of  iilands ; and,  probably, 
the  firft  feat  of  government ; for  they  fay,  that  the  prefent 
royal  family  of  Otahcite  is  dcfccndcd  from  that  which 
reigned  here,  before  the  late  revolution.  Ooroo,  the  de- 
throned monarch  of  Ulietca,  was  Hill  alive,  when  we  were 
at  Huabeinc,  wheie  he  relides,  a royal  wanderer,  furnifli- 
ing,  in  his  perl'on,  an  inflance  of  the  inflability  of  power; 
but,  what  is  more  remarkable,  of  the  refpect  paid  by  thefe 
people  to  particular  families,  and  to  the  cuftoms  which  have 
once  conferred  fovereignty;  for  they  fuller  Ooroo  to  pre- 
ferve  all  the  enfigns  which  they  appropriate  to  majelly, 
though  he  has  loll  his  dominions. 

We  fawa  fimilar  inllance  of  this  while  we  were  at  Ulietea. 
One  of  the  occafional  vifiters  I now  had,  was  my  old  friend 
Oree,  the  late  Chief  of  Huaheine.  He  Hill  preferved  his 
confequence ; came  always  at  the  head  of  a numerous  body 
of  attendants ; and  was  always  provided  with  fuch  prefents 
as  were  very  acceptable.  This  Chief  looked  much  better 
now  than  I had  ever  feen  him,  during  either  of  my  former 
voyages*.  I could  account  for  his  improving  in  health  as 
he  grew  older,  only  from  his  drinking  lefs  copioufly  of  the 
ava  in  his  prefent  llation  as  a private  gentleman,  than  he 
had  been  accullomed  to  do  when  he  was  regent. 


m Captain  Cook  had  feen  Oree  in  1769,  when  he  commanded  the  Endeavour} 
alfo  twice,  during  his  fccond  voyage,  in  1772. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Arrival  at  Bolahola.  — Interview  with  Opoony. — Reafom 
for  pur  chafing  M unfit  ur  de  Bougainville s Anchor. — De- 
parture from  the  Society  lfiands. — Particulars  about 
Bolabola  — Hifiory  of  the  Conquefi  of  Otaha  and  Ulietea. 

— High  Reputation  of  the  Bolabola  Men. — Animals 
left  there , and  at  Ulietea  — Plentiful  Supply  of  Provi- 
fions , and  Manner  of  falling  Pork  on  board. — Va- 
rious Reflexions  relative  to  Otaheite,  and  the  Society 
Iflands.  — Aflronomical  and  nautical  Obfervations  made 
there . 

AS  foon  as  we  had  got  clear  of  the  harbour,  we  took  „ *777- 

n r December. 

our  leave  of  Ulietea,  and  fleered  for  Bolabola.  The  > _» 

chief  if  not  foie  objeiff  I had  in  view,  by  vifiting  that  ifland, 
was,  to  procure  from  its  monarch,  Opoony,  one  of  the  an- 
chors which  Monfteur  de  Bougainville  had  loft  at  Otaheite. 

This  having  afterward  been  taken  up  by  the  natives  there, 
had,  as  they  informed  me,  been  fent  by  them  as  a prefent 
to  that  Chief.  My  dejire  to  get  pofleflion  of  it  did  not  arife 
from  our  being  in  want  of  anchors.  But  having  expended 
all  the  hatchets,  and  other  iron  tools,  which  we  had  brought 
from  England,  in  purchafing  refreshments,  we  were  now 
reduced  to  the  neccflity  of  creating  a frefh  aftbrtinent  of 
trading  articles,  by  fabricating  them  out  of  the  fpare  iron 

we 
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December  we  on  hoard  > and,  in  fuch  convcrGons,  and  in  the  oc- 
»■ — cafional  ufes  of  the  (hips,  great  part  of  that  had  been  al- 

ready expended,  1 thought  that  Mr.  dc  Bougainville’s  an- 
chor would  fupply  our  want  of  this  ufeful  material ; and  I 
made  no  doubt  that  I fliould  be  able  to  tempt  Opoony  to 
part  with  it., 

Oreo,  and  fix  or  eight  men  more  from  Ulictea,  took  a 
pall’agc  with  us  to  Bolabola.  Indeed,  mod  of  the  natives 
in  general,  except  the  Chief  himielf,  would  have  gladly 
taken  a padage  with  us  to  Fngland.  At  funfet,  being  the 
length  of  the  South  point  of  Bolabola,  we  lliortened  fail, 
and  .fpent  the  night  making  fliort  boards.  At  day-break,  on 
Mondays,  the  8th,  we  made  fail  for  the  harbour,  which  is  on  the  Weft 
. -fide  of  the  ifland.  The  wind  was  fcant,  fo  that  we  had  to 
ply  up,  and  it  was  nine  o’clock  before  we  got  near  enough 
to  lend  away  a boat  to  found  the  entrance.  For  I had 
thoughts  of  running  the  fliips  in,  and  anchoring  for  a day 
or  two. 

When  the  boar  returned,  the  Maftcr,  who  was  in  her,  re- 
ported, that  though,  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  the 
bottom  was  rocky,  there  was  good  ground  within,  and  the 
depth  of  water  twenty-levcn  and  twenty-five  fathoms  j and 
that  there  was  room  to  turn  the  Ihips  in,  the  channel  being 
one  third  of  a mile  broad.  In  confequcncc  of  this  report, 
we  attempted  to  work  the  fliips  in.  But  the  tide,  as  well  as 
the  wind,  being  againft  us,  after  making  two  or  three  trips, 
I found  that  it  could  not  be  done,  till  the  tide  fhould  turn 
in  our  favour.  Upon  this,  1 gave  up  the  deflgn  of  carrying 
the  fliips  into  the  harbour  ; and  having  ordered  the  boats  to 
be  got  ready,  I embarked  in  one  of  them,  accompanied 
by  Oreo  and  his  companions ; , and  was  rowed  in  for  the 
ifland. 

We 
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Wc  landed  where  the  natives  directed  us  ; and,  foon  after, 
I was  introduced  to  Opoony,  in  the  midd  of  a great  con- 
courfc  of  people.  Having  no  time  to  lofe,  as  foon  as  the 
neceflary  formality  of  compliments  was  over,  I afked  the 
Chief,  to  give  me  the  anchor,  and  produced  the  prefent  I had 
prepared  for  him,  confiding  of  a linen  night-gewn,  a fhirt, 
fome  gauze  handkerchiefs,  a looking-glafs,  fome  beads, 
and  other  toys ; and  fix  axes.  At  the  fight  of  thefe  lad, 
there  was  a general  outcry.  1 could  only  guefs  the  caufe, 
by  Opoony’s  abfolutely  refufing  to  receive  my  prefent  till  I 
Ihould  get  the  anchor.  He  ordered  three  men  to  go  and  de- 
liver it  to  me  ; and,  as  I underdood,  I was  to  fend,  by  them, 
what  I thought  proper  in  return.  With  thefe  mcflengers, 
we  fet  out  in  our  boats  for  an  idand,  lying  at  the  North  fide 
of  the  entrance  into  the  harbour,  where  the  anchor  had 
been  depofited.  I found  it  to  be  neither  fo  large,  nor  fo  per- 
fect, as  I expected.  It  had  originally  weighed  feven  hundred 
pounds,  according  to  the  mark  that  was  upon  it ; but  the 
ring,  with  part  of  the  fhank,  and  the  two  palms,  were  now 
wanting.  I was  no  longer  at  a lofs  to  guefs  the  reafon  of 
Opoony’s  refufing  my  prefent.  He,  doubtlefs,  thought  that 
it  fo  fnuch  exceeded  the  value  of  the  anchor  in  its  prefent 
date,  that  I Ihould  be  difplcafcd  when  1 faw  it.  Be  this  as 
it  may,  I took  the  anchor  as  I found  it,  and  fent  him  every 
article  of  the  prefent  that  I at  fil'd  intended.  Having  thus 
completed  my  negociation,  I returned  on  board  ; and  hav- 
ing hoided  in  the  boats,  made  fail  from  the  idand  to  the 
North. 

While  the  boats  were  holding  in,  fome  of  the  natives 
came  off,  in  three  or  four  canoes,  to  fee  the  fhips,  as  they 
faid.  They  brought  with  them  a few  cocoa-nuts,  and  one 
pig,  which  was  the  only  one  wc  got  at  the  idand.  I make 
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■ambn-  no  doubt,  however,  that,  if  we  had  ftaycd  till  the  next  day, 
— v — ->  we  fliould  Itave  been  plentifully  fupplied  with  provifions ; 
and,  I think,  the  natives  would  feel  themfclves  difap- 
pointcd,  when  they  found  that  we  were  gone.  But,  as  we 
had  already  a very  good  (lock  both  of  hogs  and  of  fruit  on 
board,  and  very  little  of  any  thing  left  to  purchafe  more,  I 
could  have  no  inducement  to  defer,  any  longer,  the  profe- 
cution  of  our  voyage. 

The  harbour  of  Bolabola,  called  Oteavanooa,  lituated  on 
the  Well  fide  of  the  illand,  is  one  of  the  moll  capacious  that 
I ever  met  with;  and  though  we  did  not  enter  it,  it  was  a 
fatisfadlion  to  me,  that  I had  an  opportunity  of  employing 
my  people  to  afeertain  its  being  a very  proper  place  for  the 
reception  of  fliips*. 

The  high  double-peaked  mountain,  which  is  in  the 
middle  of  the  illand,  appeared  to  be  barren  on  the  Eaft 
fide } bur,  on  the  Weft  fide,  has  trees  or  bulhes  on  its  moll 
craggy  parts.  The  lower  grounds,  all  round,  toward  the 
fea,  are  covered  with  cocoa-palms  and  bread-fruit  trees,  like 
the  other  illands  of  this  ocean ; and  the  many  little  illots 
that  furround  it  on  the  infide  of  the  reef,  add  both  to  the 
amount  of  its  vegetable  productions,  and  to  the  number  of 
its  inhabitants. 

But,  Hill,  when  we  confider  its  very  fmall  extent,  being 
not  more  than  eight  leagues  in  compafs,  it  is  rather  re- 
markable, that  its  people  fliould  have  attempted,  or  have 
been  able  to  atchicve  the  conqueft  of  Ulictca  and  Otaha,  the 
former  of  which  illands  is,  of  itfelf,  at  lead  double  its  fize. 
In  each  of  my  three  voyages,  we  had  heard  much  of  the 

* See  a chart  of  the  i Hand  of  Bolabola,  in  Haxvkefwarth' t ColUfim »,  Vol.  ii.  p.  249. 
Though  wc  have  no  particular  drawing  of  the  harbour,  its  lituation  is  jhcrc  diftinttly 
rcprcfcntcd. 
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war  that  produced  this  great  revolution.  The  refult  of  our  Dcj.^cr 

inquiries,  as  to  the  circumftances  attending  it,  may  amufc  < 

the  reader ; and  I give  it  as  a fpecimen  of  the  hidory  of 
our  friends,  in  this  part  of  the  world,  as  related  to  us*  by 
themfelves. 

Ulietea  and  Otaha,  which  adjoins  it,  lived  long  in  friend- 
fhip,  or,  as  the  natives  exprefs  it,  were  confidered  as  two 
brothers,  infeparable  by  any  intereded  views.  They  alfo 
admitted  the  illand  of  Huaheine  as  their  friend,  though  not 
fo  intimate.  Otaha,  however,  like  a traitor,  leagued  with 
Bolabola,  and  they  refolved  jointly  to  attack  Ulietea ; whofe 
people  called  in  their  friends  of  Huaheine,  to  aflid  them 
againd  thefe  two  powers.  The  men  of  Bolabola  were  en- 
couraged by  a prieftefs,  or  rather  prophetefs,  who  foretold, 
that  they  fltould  be  fuccefsful ; and,  as  a proof  of  the  cer- 
tainty of  her  prediction, fhe  defired,  that  a man  might  be  fent 
to  the  fea,  at  a particular  place,  where,  from  a great  depth,  a 
Hone  would  afeend.  He  went,  accordingly,  in  a canoe  to  the 
place  mentioned ; and  was  going  to  dive  to  fee  where  this 
Bone  lay,  when,  behold,  it  darted  up  to  the  furface  fpontanc- 
oufly  into  his  hand ! The  people  were  adoniflied  at  the 
fight;  the  done  was  depofited  as  facred  in  the  houfe  of  the 
Eal'joa;  and  is  dill  preferved  at  Bolabola,  as  a proof  of  this 
woman's  infiuence  with  the  divinity.  Their  fpirits  being 
thus  elevated  with  the  hopes  of  victory,  the  canoes  of  Bola- 
bola fet  out  to  engage  thofc  of  Ulietea  and  Huaheine,  which 
being  drongly  fattened  together  with  ropes,  the  encounter 
laded  long,  and  would  probably,  notwithdanding  the  pre- 
diction and  the  miracle,  have  ended  in  the  overthrow  of  the 
Bolabola  ficct,  if  that  of  Otaha  had  nor,  in  the  critical  mo- 

* For  this,  as  fur  many  other  particulars  about  thefe  people,  we  are  indebted  to 

Mr.  Anderfon. 
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>777j  ment,  arrived.  This  turned  the  fortune  of  the  day,  and 

j their  enemies  were  defeated  with  great  daughter.  The 

men  of  Bolabola,  profecuting  their  viftory,  invaded  Hua- 
heine  two  days  after,  which  they  knew  muft  be  weakly 
defended,  as  mod  of  its  warriors  were  abfent.  Accord- 
• ingly.,  they  made  themfelves  matters  of  that  ifland.  But 
many  of  its  fugitives  having  got  to  Otahcite,  there  told 
their  lamentable  ftory;  which  fo  grieved  thofc  of  their 
countrymen,  and  of  Ulietea,  whom  they  met  with  in  that 
ifland,  that  they  obtained  fome  afliftance  from  them.  They 
were  equipped  with  only  ten  fighting  canoes ; but,  though 
their  force  was  fo  inconfiderable,  they  conducted  the  expe- 
dition with  fo  much  prudence,  that  they  landed  at  Hua- 
heine  at  night,  when  dark,  and  falling  upon  the  Bolabola 
men  by  furprize,  killed  many  of  them,  forcing  the  reft  to 
fly.  flp  that,  by  this  means,  they  gor  pofieflion  of  their 
ifland  again,  which  now  remains  independent,  under  the 
government  of  its  own  Chiefs.  Immediately  after  the  de- 
feat of  the  united  fleets  of  Ulietea  and  Huaheine,  a propofal 
was  made  to  the  Bolabola  men  by  their  allies  of  Otaha,  to 
be  admitted  to  an  equal  fliare  of  the  conquefts.  The  refufal 
of  this  broke  the  alliance ; and  in  the  courfc  of  the  war, 
Otaha  itfelf,  as  well  as  Ulietea,  was  conquered ; and  both  now 
remain  fubjeft  to  Bolabola ; the  Chiefs  who  govern  them, 
being  only  deputies  of  Opoony,  the  fovereign  of  that  ifland. 
In  the  reduction  of  the  two  iflands,  five  battles  were  fought, 
at  different  places,  in  which  great  numbers  were  flain  on 
both  fides. 

Such  was  the  account  we  received.  I have  more  than 
once  remarked,  how  very  imperfcftly  thefe  people  re  col  left 
theexaft  dates  of  part  events.  And  with  regard  to  this  war, 
though  it  happened  not  many  years  ago,  we  could  only 
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guefs  at  the  time  of  its  commencement  and  its  cgnclufion,  Dc'^\;cr- 

from  collateral  circumllances,  furnifhed  by  our  own  obfer-  — • 

vation.as  the  natives  could  not  fatisfy  our  inquiries  with  any 
precifion.  The  final  conqueft  of  Ulietca,  which  clofed  the 
war,  we  know,  had  been  made  before  I was  there  in  the 
Endeavour,  in  1769;  but  we  may  infer,  that  peace  had  not 
been  very  long  reftored,  as  wc  could  then  fee  marks  of  re- 
cent hoftilitics*  having  been  committed  upon  that  ifland. 

Some  additional  light  may  be  thrown  upon  this  inquiry,  by 
attending  to  the  age  of  Teercetarcca,  the  prefent  Chief  of 
Huahcine.  His  looks  fliewed,  that  he  was  not  above  ten  or 
twelve  years  old  •,  and  we  were  informed,  that  his  father 
had  been  killed  in  one  of  the  battles.  As  to  the  time  when 
the  war  began,  we  had  no  better  rule  for  judging,  than 
this,  that  the  young  people  of  about  twenty  years  of  age, 
of  whom  wc  made  inquiries,  could  fcarcely  remember  the 
firft  battles  ; and  I have  already  mentioned,  that  Omai’s 
countrymen,  whom  we  found  at  Watceoo,  knew  nothing  of 
this  war ; fo  that  its  commencement  was  fubfequent  to  their 
voyage. 

Ever  fince  the  conqueft  of  Ulietea  and  Otaha,  the  Boia- 
bola  men  have  been  confidercd,  by  their  neighbours,  as  in- 
vincible; and  fuch  is  the  extent  of  their  fame,  that  even  at 
Otahcite,  which  is  almoft  out  of  their  reach,  if  they  are  not 
dreaded,  they  are,  at  lcaft,  refpefted  for  their  valour.  It  is 
faid,  that  they  never  fly  in  battle,  and  that  they  always  beat 
an  equal  number  of  the  other  iflanders.  But,  befides  thefe 
advantages,  their  neighbours  feem  to  aferibe  a great  deal 
to  the  fuperiority  of  their  god,  who,  they  believed,  detained 
us  at  Ulietca  by  contrary  winds,  as  being  unwilling  that  we 
fliould  vifit  an  ifland  under  his  fpecial  protection. 

♦ Thefe  ate  taken  notice  of  in  Hmhfmrtb'i  CtBiHia,  Vol.  ii.  p.  256,  &c. 
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How  high  the  Bolabolamen  are  now  in  eftimation  at  Ota- 
heitc,  may  be  inferred  from  Monficur  dc  Bougainville’s  an- 
chor having  been  conveyed  to  them.  To  the  fame  caufe  we 
mull  aferibe  the  intention  of  tranfporting  to  their  illand  the 
Spanilh  bull.  And  they  had  already  got  pofleflion  of  a third 
European  curiofity,  the  male  of  another  animal,  brought 
to  Otahcitc  by  the  Spaniards.  We  had  been  much  puzzled, 
by  the  imperfect  defeription  of  the  natives,  to  guefs  what 
this  could  be.  But  Captain  Clcrkc’s  deferters,  when  brought 
back  from  Bolabola,  told  -me,  that  the  animal  had  been 
there  fhewn  to  them,  and  that  it  was  a ram.  It  feldom  hap- 
pens, but  that  fome  good  arifes  out  of  evil ; and  if  our  two 
men  had  not  deferted,  I fliould  not  have  known  this.  In 
confcqucnce  of  their  information,  at  the  fame  time  that  I 
landed  to  meet  Opoony,  I carried  aflrore  a ewe,  which  we 
had  brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ; and  I hope  that, 
by  this  prefent,  I have  laid  the  foundation  for  a breed  of 
flieep  at  Bolabola.  I alfo  left  at  Ulietca,  under  the  care  of 
Oreo,  an  Englilli  boar  and  fow,  and  two  goats.  So  that, 
not  only  Otahcite,  but  all  the  neighbouring  illands,  will,  in 
a few  years,  have  their  race  of  hogs  confiderably  improved; 
and,  probably,  be  Hocked  with  all  the  valuable  animals 
which  have  been  tranfported  hither  by  their  European 
vifiters. 

When  once  this  comes  to  pafs,  no  part  of  the  world  will 
equal  theie'  illands.  in  variety  and  abundance  of  refreih- 
ments  for  navigators.  Indeed,  even  in  their  prefent  (late,  I 
know  no  place  that  excels  them.  After  repeated  trials,  in 
the  courfe  of  fcveral  voyages,  wc  find,  when  they  arc  not 
dillurbcd  by  intellinc  broils,  but  live  in  amity  with  one 
another,  which  has  been  the  cafe  for  fome  years  pall, 
that  their  productions  are  in  the  grcatdl  plenty;  apd, 
i particularly. 
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* December. 

hogs.  — j 

If  we  had  had  a larger  affortment  of  goods,  and  a fufficienc 
quantity  of  fait  on  board,  I make  no  doubt  that  we  might 
have  falted  as  much  pork  as  would  have  ferved  both  (hips 
near  twelve  months.  But  our  vifiting  the  Friendly  Blands,  and 
our  long  (lay  at  Otaheite  and  the  neighbourhood,  quite  ex- 
hauded  our  trading  commodities ; particularly  our  axes,  with 
which  alone  hogs,  in  general,  were  to  be  purchafed.  And 
we  had  hardly  fait  enough  to  cure  fifteen  puncheons  of  meat. 

Of  thefe,  five  were  added  to  our  (lock  of  provifions,  at  the 
Friendly  Iflands,  and  the  other  ten  at  Otaheite.  Captain 
Clerke  alfo  faked  a proportionable  quantity  for  his  (hip. 

The  procefs  was  the  fame  that  had  been  adopted  by  me 
in  my  laft  voyage  ; and  it  may  be  worth  while  to  deferibe 
it  again.  The  hogs  were  killed  in  the  evening ; as  foon  as 
they  were  cleaned,  they  were  cut  up,  the  bone  taken  out, 
and  the  meat  faltcd  when  it  was  hot.  It  was  then  laid  in 
fuch  a pofition  as  to  permit  the  juices  to  drain  from  it,  till 
the  next  morning,  when  it  was  again  faked,  packed  into  a 
cafk,  and  covered  with  pickle.  Here  it  remained  for  four 
or  five  days,  or  a week ; after  which  it  was  taken  out  and 
examined,  piece  by  piece,  and  if  there  was  any  found  to  be 
in  the  lead  tainted,  as  (ometimes  happened,  it  was  feparared 
from  the  red,  which  was  repacked  into  another  cafk,  headed 
up,  and  filled  with  good  pickle.  In  about  eight  or  ten  days 
time,  it  underwent  a fecond  examination ; but  this  feemed 
unncceflary,  as  the  whole  was  generally  found  to  be  per- 
fectly cured.  A mixture  of  bay  and  of  white  fait,  anfwcrs 
the  bed;  but  either  of  them  will  do  alone.  Great  care 
fhould  be  taken,  that  none  of  the  large  blood-veflels  remain 
in  the  meat;  nor  mud  too  great  a quantity  be  packed  toge- 
ther 
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December  fher  at  the  lirft  falling,  left  the  pieces  in  the  middle  fhould 
* — *- — ' heat,  and,  by  that  means,  prevent  the  fait  from  penetrating 
them.  This>  once  happened  to  us,  when  we  killed  a larger 
quantity  than  ufuad.  Rainy,  fultry  weather,  is  unfavour- 
able for  falling  meat  in  tropical  climates. 

Perhaps,  the  frequent  vifits  Europeans  have  lately  made 
to  thefe  iflanders,  may  be  one  great  inducement  to  their 
keeping  up  a large  Hock  of  hogs,  as  they  have  had  experi- 
ence enough  to  know,  that,  whenever  we  come,  they  may 
be  fure  of  getting  from  us  what  they  efteem  a valuable  con- 
iideration  for  them.  At  Otaheite,  they  expert  the  return  of 
the  Spaniards  every  day ; and  they  will  look  for  the  Eng- 
lifli,  two  of  three  years  hence,  not  only  there,  but  at  the 
other  iflands.  It  is  to  no  purpofe  to  tell  them,  that  you  will 
not  return.  They  think  you  mull ; though  not  one  of  them 
knows,  or  will  give  himfelf  the  trouble  to  inquire,  the  rca- 
fon  of  your  coming. 

I own,  I cannot  avoid  cxprelling  it  as  my  real  opinion, 
that  it  would  have  been  far  better  for  thefe  poor  people, 
never  to  have  known  our  fuperiority  in  the  accommodations 
. and  arts  that  make  life  comfortable,  than,  after  once  know- 

ing it,  to  be  again  left  and  abandoned  to  their  original  inca- 
pacity of  improvement.  Indeed,  they  cannot  be  rellorcd  to 
that  happy  mediocrity  in  which  they  lived  before  We  difeo- 
vered  them,  if  the  intcrcourfc  between  us  lhould  be  dil'con- 
tinued.  It  feems  to  me,  that  it  has  become,  in  a manner, 
incumbent  on  the  Europeans  to  vilit  them  once  in  three  or 
four  years,  in  order  to  fupply  them  with  thofc  convenien- 
cies  which  we  have  introduced  among  them,  and  have 
given  them  a predilertion  for.  The  want  of  fuch  oecafional 
fupplics  will,  probably,  be  felt  very  heavily  by  them,  when 
it  may  be  too  late  to  go  back  to  their  old  lefs  perfect  con- 
trivances, 
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trivances,  which  they  now  defpife,  and  have  difcontinued, 
fince  the  introduction  of  ours.  For,  by  the  time  that  the 
iron  tools,  of  which  they  are  now  pollellcd,  arc  worn  out, 
they  will  have  almoft  loft  the  knowledge  of  their  own.  A 
ftone  hatchet  is,  at  prefent,  as  rare  a thing  amongft  them, 
as  an  iron  one  was  eight  years  ago ; and  a chiflel  of  bone, 
or  ftone,  is  not  to  be  feen.  Spike-nails  have  fupplied  the 
place  of  thefe  laft ; and  they  are  weak  enough  to  fancy,  that 
they  have  got  an  incxhauftiblc  ftorc  of  them;  for  thefe  were 
not  now  at  all  fought  after.  Sometimes,  however,  nails, 
much  fmaller  than  a fpike,  would  ftill  be  taken  in  exchange 
for  fruit.  Knives  happened,  at  prefent,  to  be  in  great  efteem 
at  Ulietea  ; and  axes  and  hatchets  remained  unrivalled  by 
any  other  of  our  commodities,  at  all  the  iilands.  With  re- 
fpeft  to  articles  of  mere  ornament,  thefe  people  are  as 
changeable  as  any  of  the  poliihed  nations  of  Europe;  fo 
that  what  pleafes  their  fancy,  while  a fafhion  is  in  vogue, 
may  be  rejected,  when  another  whim  has  fupplanted  it- 
But  our  iron  tools,  are  fo  ftrikingly  ufeful,  that  they  will, 
we  may  confidently  pronounce,  continue  to  prize  them 
highly  -,  and  be  completely  miferable,  if,  neither  pofiefling 
the  materials,  nor  trained  up  to  the  art  of  fabricating  them, 
they  fliould  ceafe  to  receive  fupplics  of  what  may  now 
be  confidered  as  having  become  ncccflary  to  their  comfort- 
able cxiftence. 


December  > 


Otahcite,  though  not  comprehended  in  the  number  of 
what  we  have  called  the  Society  Iilands,  being  inhabited  by 
the  fame  race  of  men,  agreeing  in  the  fame  leading  fea- 
tures of  character  and  manners,  it  was  fortunate,  that  wc 
happened  to  difeover  this  principal  ifland  before  the  others ; 
as  the  friendly  and  liofpitable  reception  we  there  met  with, 
of  courfc,  led  us  to  make  it  the  principal  place  of  refort,  in 
Vol.  II.  T our 
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*777;  ourfucceffive  vifits  to  this  part  of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  By  the 

December.  r 1 

w— v — j frequency  of  this  intercourfe,  we  have  had  better  opportuni- 
ties of  knowing  fomething  about  it  and  its  inhabitants,  than 
about  the  other  fimilar,  but  lefs  confiderable,  iflands  in  its 
vicinity.  Of  thefe,  however,  we  have  feen  enough  to  fa- 
tisfy  us,  that  all  that  we  obferved  and  have  related  of  Ota- 
heite,  may,  with  trifling  variations,  be  applied  to  them. 


Too  much  feems  to  have  been  already  known,  and  pub- 
lifhed  in  our  former  relations,  about  fome  of  the  modes  of 
life,  that  made  Otaheite  fo  agreeable  an  abode  to  many  on 
board  our  (hips ; and  if  I could  now  add  any  finifliing 
ftrokes  to  a picture,  the  outlines  of  which  have  been  al- 
ready drawn  with  fufficicnt  accuracy,  1 Ihould  dill  have  hc- 
fitated  to  make  this  journal  the  place  for  exhibiting  a view 
of  licentious  manners,  which  could  only  ferve  to  difguft 
thofe  for  whofe  information  I write.  There  are,  however, 
many  parts  of  the  domcftic,  political,  and  religious  inrtitu- 
tions  of  thefe  people,  which,  after  all  our  vifits  to  them,  are 
but  impcrfedtly  underftood.  The  foregoing  narrative  ofehe 
incidents  that  happened  during  our  flay,  will,  probably,  be 
thought  to  throw  fome  additional  light ; and,  for  farther  fa- 
tisfadtion,  1 refer  to  Mr.  Anderfon’s  remarks. 

Amidft  our  various  fubordinate  employments,  while  at 
thefe  iflands,  the  great  objedts  of  our  duty  were  always  at- 
tended to.  No  opportunity  was  loft  of  making  aflronomical 
and  nautical  obfervat ions ; from  which  the  following  table 
was  drawn  up: 


Macavai  Point,  Otaheite  1 7*  29}* 
Owharrc  Harbour,  Huaheine  16*  42!* 
Ohamaneno  Harbour,  Ulietca  16*  45;' 


Longitude. 

tail. 

210s  22'  28" 
208*  52'  24" 
208*  2$'  2t~ 


Variation  of  Dip  of  the 
the  Compels.  Needle. 

5*  34'  Kart  29”  12' 

5°  i3t'Eaft  28*  28" 

6”  19'  Eaft  29*  s' 

The 
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The  longitude  of  the  three  feveral  places  is  deduced  from  r «777- 

the  mean  of  14;  fets  of  obfervations  made  on  (hore  ; fome  < « — 

at  one  place,  and  fome  at  another  ; and  carried  on  to  each 
of  the  ftations,  by  the  time  keeper.  As  the  fituation  of  thefe 
places  was  very  accurately  fettled,  during  my  former  voy- 
ages, the  above  obfervations  were  now  made  chiefly  with 
a view  of  determining  how  far  a number  of  lunar  ob- 
fervations might  be  depended  upon,  and  how  near  they 
would  agree  with  thofe  made  upon  the  fame  fpot  in  1769, 
which  fixed  Matavai  Point  to  be  in  210’  27'  30".  The  differ- 
ence, it  appears,  is  only  of  s'  2" ; and,  perhaps,  no  other 
method  could  have  produced  a more  perfedl  agreement. 
Without  pretending  to  fay  which  of  the  two  computations 
is  the  neared  the  truth,  the  longitude  of  210*  22' 28",  or, 
which  is  the  fame  thing,  208'  25'  22",  will  be  the  longitude 
we  fhall  reckon  from  with  the  time-keeper,  allowing  it  to  be 
lofing,  on  mean  time,  i,"6g  each  day,  as  found  by  the  mean 
of  all  the  obfervations  made  at  thefe  iflands,  for  that  purpofe. 

On  our  arrival  at  Otaheite,  the  error  of  the  lime-keeper 
in  longitude  was, 

t Greenwich  rate,  1*  18'  58" 

^ ( Tongataboo  rate  o*  16'  40" 

Some  obfervations  were  alfo  made  on  the  tide ; particu- 
larly-at  Otaheite  and  Ulietea  ; with  a view  of  afeertaining 
its  greateft  rife  at  the  firfl  place.  When  we  were  there,  in 
my  fecond  voyage,  Mr.  Wales  thought  he  had  difeovered, 
that  it  rofe  higher  than  I had  obferved  it  to  do,  when  I 
firfl  vifited  Otaheite  in  1769.  But  the  obfervations  we  now 
made,  proved  that  it  did  not;  that  is,  that  it  never  rofif 
higher  than  twelve  or  fourteen  inches  at  moft.  And  it  was 
obferved  to  be  high-water  nearly  at  noon,  as  well  at  the 
quadratures,  as  at  the  full,  and  change  of  the  moon. 
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n«ember  To  vcrify  this,  the  following  obfcrvations  were  made  at 
> Ulictca  : 


Day  of 
the 

Month. 

Water  at  a 

from 

(ImJ, 

to 

Mean  Time 
of 

High  Water. 

Perpendicular 

rife. 

Inches. 

November  6. 

It6  15"  to 

»0 

O 

a 

n‘48" 

s>  5 

7- 

II  40 

I OO 

12  20 

s . * 

8. 

>'  3S 

12  SO 

12  12 

5.  0 

9- 

1 1 40 

i 1 6 

12  23 

5.  5 

to. 

11  25 

1 10 

12  l8 

6,  5 

1 1. 

12  00 

1 40 

12  20 

5.° 

12. 

I I CO 

r 05 

12  02 

S,7 

13. 

9 30 

11  40 

10  35 

8,  0 

14- 

1 1 10 

12  50 

12  OO 

8,  0 

IS* 

9 2 P 

11  30 

10  2 S 

9.  2 

l6. 

10  00 

12  00 

I I OO 

9.  0 

17- 

>0  45 

12  1 5 

11  30 

8.5 

18. 

10  25' 

12  10 

11  18 

9,  0 

*9- 

11  00 

1 00 

12  00 

8,  0 

20. 

n'30 

2 00 

12  45 

7»o 

21. 

II  00 

1 00 

12  00 

8,  0 

22. 

II  30 

1 07 

12  18 

8,  0 

S3- 

12  OO 

1 30 

12  45 

5 

24- 

II  30 

1 40 

«s  $5 

5.  5 

25- 

II  40 

* 50 

12  4 5 ' 

4.  7 

26. 

II  OO 

1 30 

12  15 

5.  2 

Having  now  finilhcd  all  that  occurs  to  me,  with  regard  to- 
thefe  iflands,  which  make  fo  confpicuous  a figure  in  the 
lift  of  our  difcoverics,  the  Reader  will  permit  me  to  fufpcnd 
the  profecution  of  my  Journal,  while  he  pcrufcs  the  fol- 
lowing Chapter,  for  which  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Andcrfon. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

Accounts  of  Otaheite  Jlill  itnpcrfeEl. — The  prevailing  Winds. 

— Beauty  of  the  Country. — Cultivation. — Natural  Cu- 
riofties. — The  Perfons  of  the  Natives. — Difeafes. — Ge- 
neral CharaEler. — Love  of  Pleafure. — Language — 
Surgery  and  Phyfic. — Articles  of  Food. — Effe&s  of 
drinking  Ava. — Times  and  Manner  of  Eating. — Con- 
neElions  with  the  Females. — Circumcifion. — Syflem  of  Re- 
ligion.— Notions  about  the  Soul  and  a future  Life. — 
Various  Super flit  ions. — Traditions  about  the  Creation. — 

An  hiforical  Legend. — Honours  paid  to  the  King. — 
DiJlinElion  of  Ranks. — Punijhment  of  Crimes. — Pecu- 
liarities of  the  neighbouring  lfands. — Nantes  of  their 
Gods. — Names  of  IJlands  they  vift. — Extent  of  their  ' 
Navigation. 

rT~  O whac  has  been  faid  of  Otahciie,  in  the  accounts  of  1777. 
JL  the  fucceflivc  voyages  of  Captain  Wallis,  .Munf.  de 
Bougainville,  and  Captain  Cook,  it  would,  at  firft  fight* 
feem  fuperfluous  to  add  any  thing  ; as  it  might  be  fuppofed, 
that  little  could  be  now  produced,  but  a repetition  of  what 
has  been  told  before.  I am,  however,  far  from  being  of 
that  opinion  ; and  will  venture  to  affirm,  though  a very  ac- 
curate defeription  of  the  country,  and  of  the  mod  obvious 
cuftoms  of  its  inhabitants,  has  been  already  given,  cfpe- 
cially  by  Captain  Cook,  that  much  Hill  remains  untouched  ; 
that,  in  fornc  inllances,  miftakes  have  been  made,  which" 

^ later 
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later  and  repeated  obfervation  has  been  able  to  redtify ; and 
that,  even  now,  wc  are  ftrangers  to  many  of  the  moll  im- 
portant inftitutions  that  prevail  amongft  thefe  people.  The 
truth  is,  our  vifits,  though  frequent,  have  been  but  tran- 
fient ; many  of  us  had  no  inclination  to  make  inquiries ; 
more  of  us  were  unable  to  dirett  our  inquiries  properly; 
and  we  all  laboured,  though  not  to  the  fame  degree,  under 
the  difadvantages  attending  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  the 
language  of  thofe,  from  whom  alone  we  could  receive  any 
information.  The  Spaniards  had  it  more  in  their  power  to 
furmount  this  bar  to  inftrudlion ; fomc  of  them  having  re- 
fided  at  Otaheite  much  longer  than  any  other  European 
vifiters.  As,  with  their  fuperior  advantages,  they  could 
not  but  have  had  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  the  fulleft 
information  on  molt  fubjedts  relating  to  this  illand  ; their 
account  of  it  would,  probably,  convey  more  authentic  and 
accurate  intelligence,  than,  with  our  bell  endeavours,  any 
of  us  could  pollibly  obtain.  But,  as  1 look  upon  it  to  be  very 
uncertain,  if  not  very  unlikely,  that  wc  fliall  ever  have  any 
communication  from  that  quarter,  I have  here  put  toge- 
ther what  additional  intelligence,  about  Otaheite,  and  its 
neighbouring  illands,  1 was  able  to  procure,  either  from 
Omai,  while  on  board  the  fliip,  or  by  convcrfing  with  the 
other  natives,  while  we  remained  amongll  them. 


The  wind,  for  the  greateft  part  of  the  year,  blows  from 
between  Ealt  South  Eaft,  and  Eaft  North  Eaft:.  This  is 
the  true  trade  wind,  or  what  the  natives  call  Maarate\  and 
it  fometimes  blows  with  confiderable  force.  When  this  is 
the  cafe,  the  weather  is  often  cloudy,  with  Ihowers  of 
rain but  when  the  wind  is  more  moderate,  it  is  clear, 
fettled,  and  ferene.  If  the  wind  Ihould  veer  farther  to  the 

Southward, 
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Southward,  and  become  South  Eaft, 
then  blows  more  gently,  with  a fmooth  fea,  and  is  called 
Maoai.  In  thofe  months,  when  the  fun  is  nearly  vertical, 
that  is,  in  December  and  January,  the  winds  and  wea- 
ther are  both  very  variable ; but  it  frequently  blows  from 
Weft  North  Weft,  or  North  Weft.  This  wind  is  what  they 
call  Totrou ; and  is  generally  attended  by  dark,  cloudy  wea- 
ther, and  frequently  by  rain.  It  fometimes  blows  ftrong, 
though  generally  moderate ; but  fcldorn  lafts  longer  than 
five  or  fix  days  without  interruption ; and  is  the  only  wind 
in  which  the  people  of  the  iflands  to  leeward  come  to  this, 
in  their  canoes.  If  it  happens  to  be  ftill  more  Northerly,  it 
blows  with  lefs  ftrength,  and  has  the  different  appellation 
of  Era-potaia ; which  they  feign  to  be  the  wife  of  the  Totrou ; 
who,  according  to  their  mythology,  is  a male. 

The  wind  from  South  Weft,  and  Weft  South  Weft,  is  ftill 
more  frequent  than  the  former ; and  though  it  is,  in  ge- 
neral, gintle,  and  interrupted  by  calms,  or  breezes  from 
the  Eaftward,  yet  it  fometimes  blows  in  brifk  (quails.  The 
weather  attending  it  is  commonly  dark,  cloudy,  and  rainy, 
with  a clofe,  hot  air;  and  often  accompanied  by  a great 
deal  of  lightning  and  thunder.  It  is  called  Etoa,  and  often 
fuccccds  the  Totrou;  as  does  alfo  the  Farooa,  which  is  ftill 
more  Southerly ; and,  from  its  violence,  blows  down  houfes 
and  trees,  efpccially  the  cocoa-palms,  from  their  loftinefs  ; 
but  it  is  only  of  a fhort  duration. 

The  natives  feem  not  to  have  a very  accurate  knowledge 
of  thefe  changes,  and  yet  pretend  to  have  drawn  fome  ge- 
neral conclufions  from  their  effefts:  for  they  fay,  when  the 
fea  has  a hollow  found,  and  dalhes  flowly  on  the  ihore,  or  ra- 
ther on  the  reef  without,  that  it  portends  good  weather ; bur, 

if 
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Bp  ! mb  - *‘as  a ^iarP  found,  and  the  waves  fucceed  each  other 

v — fall,  that  the  rcvcrfe  will  happen. 

•Perhaps,  there  is  fcarcely  a fpot  in  the  univerfe  that  af- 
fords a more  luxuriant  profpeift  than  the  South  Eaft  part  of 
Otahcite.  The  hills  are  high  and  fleep;  and,  in  many 
places,  craggy.  But  they  arc  covered  to  the  very  fummits 
with  trees  and  fhrubs,  in  fuch  a manner,  that  the  fpeclator 
can  fcarccly  help  thinking,  that  the  very  rocks  poffefs  the 
property  of  producing  and  fupporting  their  verdant  cloth- 
ing. The  flat  land  which  bounds  tliofc  hills  toward  the  fea, 
and  the  interjacent  valleys  alfo,  teem  with  various  produc- 
tions that  grow  with  the  mod  exuberant  vigour j and,  at 
once,  fill  the  mind  of  the  beholder  with  the  idea,  that  no 
place  upon  earth  can  outdo  this,  in  the  ftrength  and  beauty 
of  vegetation.  Nature  has  been  no  lefs  liberal  indiftributing 
rivulets,  which  are  found  in  every  valley  ; and  as  they  ap- 
proach the  fea,  often  divide  into  two  or  three  branches,  ferti- 
lizing the  flat  lands  through  which  they  run.  The  habitations 
of  the  natives  arc  fcattered,  without  order,  upon  thefe  flats  -, 
and  many  of  them  appearing  toward  the  fliorc,  prefented 
a delightful  fcenc,  viewed  from  our  fh i ps  ; efpecially  as  the 
fea,  within  the  reef,  which  bounds  the  coaft,  is  perfectly 
Hill,  and  affords  a fafe  navigation,  at  all  times,  for  the  in- 
habitants; who  are  often  l'een  paddling  in  their  canoes  in- 
dolently along,  in  palling  from  place  to  place,  or  in  going 
to  fifli-  On  viewing  thefe  charming  feenes,  1 have  often  re- 
gretted my  inability  to  tranfmit  to  thofe  who  have  had  no 
opportunity  of  feeing  them,  fuch  a description  as  might, 
in  fon:e  meaturc,  convey  an  impreflion  fimilar  to  what  mull 
be  felt  by  every  one  who  has  been  fortunate  enough  to  be 
.upon  the  fpot. 

It 
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It  is,  doubtlefs,  the  natural  fertility  of  the  country,  combined 

with  the  mildnefs  and  ferenity-of  the  climate,  that  renders  < , > 

the  natives  fo  carelcfs  in  their  cultivation,  that,  in  many 
places,  though  overflowing  with  the  richeft  produ&ions, 
the  fmalleft  traces  of  it  cannot  be  obferved.  The  cloth 
plant,  which  is  raifed  by  feeds  brought  from  the  mountains, 
and  the  ava,  or  intoxicating  pepper,  which  they  defend  from 
the  fun  when  very  young,  by  covering  them  with  leaves  of 
the  bread-fruit- tree,  arc  almoft  the  only  things  to  which 
they  feem  to  pay  any  attention  ; and  thefe  they  keep  very 
clean. 

I have  inquired  very  carefully  into  their  manner  of  culti- 
vating the  bread-fruit-tree  ; but  was  always  anfwercd,  that 
they  never  planted  it.  This,  indeed,  muft  be  evident  to  every 
one  who  will  examine  the  places  where  the  young  trees  come 
up.  It  will  be  always  obferved,  that  they  fpring  from  the 
roots  of  the  old  ones ; which  run  along  near  the  furfacc 
of  the  ground.  So  that  the  bread -fruit- trees  may  be  rec- 
koned thofe  that  would  naturally  cover  the  plains,  even 
fuppofing  that  the  iiland  was  not  inhabited;  in  the  fame 
manner  that  the  white- barked  trees,  found  at  Van  Diemen’s 
Land,  conflitute  the  forefts  there.  And  from  this  we  may 
obferve,  that  the  inhabitant  of  Otahcitc,  inflead  of  being 
obliged  to  plant  his  bread,  will  rather  be  under  a neccflity 
of  preventing  its  progrefs ; which,  I fuppofe,  is  fometimes 
done,  to  give  room  for  trees  of  another  fort,  to  afTord  him 
fomc  variety  in  his  food. 

The  chief  of  thefe  are  the  cocoa-nut  and  plantain ; the 
firft  of  which  can  give  no  trouble,  after  it  has  raifed  itfelf 
a foot  or  two  above  the  ground  ; but  the  plantain  requires  a 
little  more  care.  Tor,  after  it  is  planted,  it  ihoots  up,  and, 
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in  about  three  months,  begins  to  bear  fruit ; during  which 
/ time  it  gives  young  {hoots,.  which  fupply  a fucceflion  of 
fruit.  For  the  old  {locks  arc  cut  down,  as  the  fruit  is 
taken  off. 

The  produces  of  the  ifland,  however,  are  not  fo  remark- 
able for  their  variety,  as  great  abundance ; and  curiofities 
of  any  kind  are  not  numerous.  Amongtl  thefe  we  may 
reckon  a pond  or  lake  of  frcfli  water,  at  the  top  of  one  of 
the  higheft  mountains,  to  go  to,  and  to  return  from  which, 
takes  three  or  four  days.  It  is  remarkable  for  its  depth  ; 
and  has  cels  of  an  enormous  fize  in  it ; which  are  fome- 
times  caught  by  the  natives,  who  go  upon  this  water  in  little 
floats  of  two  or  three  wild  plantain-trees  fattened  together. 
This  is  efteemed  one  of  the  greateft  natural  curiofities  of 
the  country  ; infomuch,  that  travellers,  who  come  from 
the  other  iflands,  are  commonly  afleed,  amongtl  the  firft 
things,  by  their  friends,  at  their  return,  if  they  have  feen 
it ! There  is  alfo  a fort  of  water,  of  which  there  is  only  one 
frnall  pond  upon  the  ifland,  as  far  dittant  as  the  lake,  and 
to  appearance  very  good,  with  a yellow  fediment  at  the 
bottom : but  it  has  a bad  tafte,  and  proves  fatal  to  thofc  who 
drink  any  quantity ; or  makes  them  break  out  in  blotches, 
if  they  bathe  in  it. 

Nothing  could  make  a ftronger  impreffion,  at  firtt  fight, 
on  our  arrival  here,  than  the  remarkable  contraft  between 
the  robuft  make  and  dark  colour  of  the  people  of  Tonga- 
* taboo,  and  a fort  of  delicacy  and  whitenefs,  which  diftin- 
guifh  the  inhabitants  of  Otahcitc.  It  was  even  fome  time 
before  that  difference  could  preponderate  in  favour  of  the  - 
Otaheiteans ; and  then  only,  perhaps,  becaufe  we  became 
accuflomed  to  them,  the  marks  which  had  recommended 
6 the 
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the  others  began  to  be  forgotten.  Their  women,  however,  ,77-- 

U ° JjCC.'Qlb. 

ltruck  u«  as  fuperior  in  every  refpeft ; and  as  poftcfftng  all  > , — , 

thofe  delicate  charadteriftics,  which  diilinguifh  them  from 
the  other  fex  in  many  countries.  The  beard  which  the 
men  here  wear  long,  and  the  hair  which  is  not  cut  fo 
fhort,  as  is  the  fafhion  at  Tongataboo,  made  alfo  a great 
difference;  and  we  could  not  help  thinking,  that,  on  every 
occaiion,  they  (hewed  a greater  degree  of  timidity  and 
ficklencfs.  The  mufcular  appearance,  fo  common  amongil 
the  Friendly  lilandcrs,  and  which  feems  a confcquencc  of 
their  being  accuftomcd  to  much  a<5lion,  is  loft  here,  where 
the  fuperior  fertility  of  their  country  enables  the  inhabit- 
ants to  lead  a more  indolent  life;  and  its  place  is  fupplied 
by  a plumpnefs  and  fmoothnefs  of  the  fkin;  which, 
though,  perhaps,  more  confonant  with  our  ideas  of  beauty, 
is  no  real  advantage ; as  it  feems  attended  with  a kind  of 
languor  in  all  their  motions,  not  obfervable  in  the  others. 

This  obfervation  is  fully  verified,  in  their  boxing  and  wreft- 
ling,  which  may  be  called  little  better  than  the  feeble  ef- 
forts of  children,  if  compared  to  the  vigour  with  which 
thefe  exercifes  are  performed  at  the  Friendly  Iflands. 

Perfonal  endowments  being  in  great  eftcem  amongft 
them,  they  have  rccourfc  to  fevcral  methods  of  improving 
them,  according  to  their  notions  of  beauty.  In  particular, 
it  is  a praflice,  efpecially  amongft . the  Errcors , or  unmar- 
ried men  of  fomc  confcquencc,  to  undergo  a kind  of  phyfical 
operation  to  render  them  fair.  This  is  done  by  remaining 
a month  or  two  in  the  houfc ; during  which  time  they  wear 
a great  quantity  of  clothes,  cat  nothing  but  bread-fruit  to 
which  they  aferibe  a remarkable  property  in  whitening 
them.  They  alfo  fpeak,  as  if  their  corpulence  and  colour, 
at  other  times,  depended  upon  their  food ; as  they  are 
U 2 obliged, 
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rccmbtr  front  the  change  of  feafons,  to  ufe  different  forts 

— . — ^ at  different  times. 

Their  common  diet  is  made  up  of,  at  lead,  nine-tenths 
of  vegetable  food ; and,  I believe,  more  particularly,  the 
makec , or  fermented  bread-fruit,  which  enters  almofl  every 
meal,  lias  a remarkable  effeift  upon  them,  preventing  a cof- 
tive  habit,  and  producing  a very  fenliblc  coolnefs  about 
them,  which  could  not  be  perceived  in  us  who  fed  on  ani- 
mal food.  And  it  is,  perhaps,  owing  to  this  temperate 
courfc  of  life  that  they  have  fo  few  difoafes  among  them. 

They  only  reckon  five  or  fix,  which  might  be  called 
chronic,  or  national  diforders ; among (l  which  arc  the 
dropfy,  and  the  J'e/ai,  or  indolent  fwellings  before  mentioned, 
as  frequent  at  Tongataboo.  But  this  was  before  the  arrival 
of  the  Europeans  ■,  for  we  have  added  to  this  fhort  cata- 
logue, a difeafe  which  abundantly  fupplies  the  place  of 
all  the  others;  and  is  now  almofl  univerfal.  For  this 
they  feem  to  have  no  effectual  remedy.  The  priefls,  indeed, 
fometimes  give  them  a medley  of  fimplcs ; but  they  own 
that  it  never  cures  them.  And  yet,  they  allow,  that,  in  a 
few  cafes,  nature,  without  the  aflillance  of  a phyfician,  ex- 
terminates the  poifon  of  this  fatal  difeafe,  and  a perfcift 
recovery  is  produced.  They  fay,  that,  if  a man  is  infcclcd 
with  it,  he  will  often  communicate  it  to  others  in  the  fame 
houfc,  by  feeding  out'of  the  fame  utcnfils,  or  handling 
them ; and  that,  in  this  cafe,  they  frequently  die,  while 
lie  recovers;  though  we  fee  no  rcafon  why  this  fliouid 
happen. 

Their  behaviour,  on  all  occafions,  feems  to  indicate  a 
great  opennefs  and  gcncroftty  of  difpofition.  Otnai,  in- 
deed, who,  as  their  countryman,  fhould  be  fuppofed  rather 
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willing  to  conceal  any  of  their  defeats,  has  often  faid,  that 
they  are  fometimcs  cruel  in  punilliing  their  enemies.  Ac- 
cording to  his  reprefentation,  they  torment  them  very  deli- 
berately; at  one  time,  tearing  out  fmall  pieces  of  flelh  from 
different  parts  ; at  another,  taking  out  the  eyes;  then  cut- 
ting off  the  nofe ; and  laftly,  killing  them  by  opening  the 
belly.  But  this  only  happens  on  particular  occafions.  If 
cheerfulncfs  argues  a conscious  innocence,  one  would  fup- 
pofe  that  their  life  is  fcldom  fullied  by  crimes.  This,  how- 
ever, I rather  impute  to  their  feelings,  which,  though  lively, 
feem  in  no  cafe  permanent;  ,for  I never  faw  them,  in  any 
misfortune,  labour  under  the  appearance  of  anxiety,  after 
the  critical  moment  was  pa'ft.  Neither  does  care  ever  feeui 
to  wrinkle  their  brow.  On  the  contrary,  even  the  approach 
of  death  does  not  appear  to  alter  their  ufual  vivacity.  I 
have  fecn  them,  when  brought-to  the  brink  of  the  grave  by 
diieafc,  and  when  prcparingf to  go  to  battle ;,  but,  in  neither- 
cafe,  ever  obferved  their  countenances  overclouded  with 
melancholy,  or  ferious  reflection. 


Such  a (lifpofuion,  leads  them  to  direft  all  their  aims  only 
to  what  can  give  them  pleafure  and  cafe.  Their  amufe- 
ments  all  Tend  to  excite  and  continue  their  amorous  pallions ; 
and  their  fongs,  of  which  they  arc  immoderately  fond,  an- 
fwerthe  fame  purpofe.  But  as  a conflant  fucccflion  of  fen- 
fual  enjoyments  mull  cloy,  we  found,  that  they  frequently 
varied  them  to  more  refined  fubjefts,  and  had  much  plea- 
furc  in  chanting  their  triumphs  in  war,  and  their  occupa- 
tions in  peace;  their  travels  to  other  iflands,  and  adventures 
there;  and  the  peculiar  beauties,  and  fuperior  advantages 
of  their  own  ifland  over  the  red,  or  of  different  parts  of  ic 
over  other  lefs  favourite.dillrifts.  This  marks,  that  they  re- 
ceive great  delight  from  mufle;  and  though  they  rather  cx- 
S ' prefled 
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•Dctcmixr  Prc^'e^  a to  our  complicated  compoGtions,  yet  were 

* . they  always  delighted  with  the  more  melodious  founds  pro- 

duced fingly  on  our  inGruments,  as  approaching  nearer  to 
the  funplicity  of  their  own. 

Neither  are  they  Grangers  to  the  Toothing  effects  pro- 
duced by  particular  forts  of  motion  ; which,  in  foate  cafes, 
feem  to  allay  any  perturbation  of  mind,  with  as  much  fuc- 
cefs  as  muftc.  Of  this,  I met  with  a remarkable  inllance. 
For  on  walking,  one  day,  about  Matavai  Point,  where  our 
tents  were  created,  1 faw  a man  paddling,  in  a fmall  canoe, 
fo  quickly,  and  looking  about  with  fuch  cagerncfs,  on  each 
Gde,  as  to  command  all  my  attention.  At  Grll,  I imagined 
that  he  had  ftolen  fomething  from  one  of  the  fhips,  and 
was  purfued  ; but,  on  waiting  patiently,  faw  him  repeat  his 
amufement.  He  went  out  from  the  Ihore,  till  he  was  near 
the  place  where  the  fwcll  begins  to  take  its  rife ; and, 
watching  its  Grll  motion  very  attentively,  paddled  before  it, 
with  great  quicknefs,  till  he  found  that  it  overtook  him,  and 
had  acquired  fuflicicnt  force  to  carry  his  canoe  before  it, 
without  palling  underneath.  He  then  fat  motionlefs,  and 
was  carried  along,  at  the  fame  fwift  rate  as  the  wave,  till  it 
landed  him  upon  the  beach.  Then  he  flarted  out,  emptied 
his  canoe,  and  went  in  fearch  of  another  fwcll.  I could  not 
help  concluding,  that  this  man  felt  the  moll  fupreme  plca- 
furc,  while  he  was  driven  on,  fo  fall  and  lb  fmoothly,  by  the 
fea;  cfpccially  as,  though  the  tents  and  fhips  were  fo  near, 
lie  did  not  feem,  in  the  lead,  to  envy,  or  even  to  take  any 
notice  of,  the  crowds  of  his  countrymen  collected  to  view 
them  as  objfcdls  which  were  rare  and  curious.  During  my 
Gay,  two  or  three  of  the  natives  came  up,  who  feemed  to 
fharc  his  felicity,  and  always  called  out,  when  there  was 
an  appearance  of  a favourable  fwcll,  as  he  fometimes  mllT- 
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ed  ir,  by  his  back  being  turned,  and  looking  about  for  it.  ‘777j„ 

By  them  I underftood,  that  this  exercife,  which  is  called  > — « • 

eborooe,  was  frequent  amongft  them;  and  they  have  pro- 
bably more  amufements  of  this  fort,  which  afford  them  at 
lead  as  much  pleafure  as  fkaiting,  which  is  the  only  one  of 
ours,  with  whofe  effects  I could  compare  it. 

The  language  of  Otaheite,  though  doubtlefs  radically  the 
fame  with  that  of  New  Zealand  and  the  Friendly  Iflands,  is 
deftitutc  of  that  guttural  pronunciation,  and  of  fome  con- 
fonants,  with  which  thofe  latter  diale&s  abound.  The  fpe- 
eimens  we  have  already  given,  are  fufTicient  to  mark 
wherein  the  variation  chiefly  confifl3,  and  to  flicw,  that,  like 
the  manners  of  the  inhabitants,  it  has  become  foft  and 
foothing.  During  the  former  voyage,  I had  collected  a co- 
pious vocabulary,  which  enabled  me  the  better  to  compare 
this  dialed:  with  that  of  the  other  iflands  ; and,  during  this 
voyage,  I took  every  opportunity  of  improving  my  ac- 
quaintance with  it,  by  converting  with  Omai,  before  we  ar- 
rived, and  by  my  daily  intercourfe  with  the  natives,  while  we  • 
now  remained  there*.  It  abounds  with  beautiful  and  figura- 
tive expreflions,  which,  were  it  pcrfciftly  known,  would,  I 
have  no  doubt,  put  it  upon  a level  with  many  of  .the  languages 
that  arc  mod  in  edeem  for  their  warm  and  bold  images. 

For  inflance;  the  Otahcitcans  exprefs  their  notions  of  death 
very  emphatically,  by  faying,  “ That  the  foul  goes  into 
darknefs  ; or  rather  into  night.”  And,  if  you  feem  to  en- 
tertain any  doubt,  in  afking  the  quedinn,  “ if  fuch  a per- 
fon  is  their  mother  ?”  they  immediately  reply,  with  fur- 

* See  this  vocabulary,  at  the  end  of  the  fecond  volume  of  Captain  Cook’s  feconj 
voyage.  Many  corrections,  and  additions  to  it,#  were  now  made  by  this  inde- 
fatigable inquirer  ; but  the  fpccimens  of  the  language  of  Otaheite,  already  in  the 

bands  of  the  Public,  feem  AifHcicnt  for  every  uieful  purpofe. 
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>777.  prize,  “ Yes,  the  mother  that  bore  me.”  They  have  one 
< — » — < expremon,  that  correfponds  exactly  with  the  phrafcology  of 
the  fcripturcs,  where  we  read  of  the  “ yearning  of  the 
bowels.”  They  ufe  it  on  all  occaftons,  when  the  paflions 
give  them  uncaiincfs ; as  they  conftanfly  refer  pain  from 
grief,  anxious  defire,  and  other  alleiftions,  to  the  bowels,  as 
its  feat;  where  they  likewife  fuppofc  all  operations  of  the 
mind  are  performed.  Their  language  admits  of  that  in- 
verted arrangement  of  words,  which  fo  much  diflinguilhcs 
the  Latin  and  Greek  from  molt  of  our  modern  European 
tongues,  whofe  impcrfc<!tions  require  a more  orderly  con- 
flrudtion,  to  prevent  ambiguities.  It  is  fo  copious,  that 
for  the  bread-fruit  alone,  in  its  different  Hates,  they  have 
above  twenty  names;  as  many  for  the  tun  root ; and  about 
ten  for  the  cocoa-nut.  Add  to  this,  that,  bcfidcs  the  common 
dialect,  they  often  expoflulate,  in  a kind  of  ftanza  or  reci- 
tative, which  is  anfwcrcd  in  the  fame  manner. 

Their  arts  are  few  and  fimplc  ; yet,  if  we  may  credit 
them,  they  perform  cures  in  furgery,  which  our  extenfive 
knowledge  in  that  branch  has  not,  as  yet,  enabled  us  to  imi- 
tate. In  fnnple  fra&urcs,  they  bind  them  up  with  fplints ; but 
if  part  of  the  fubltance  of  the  bone  be  loft,  they  infert  a piece 
of  wood,  between  the  fractured  ends,  made  hollow  like 
the  deficient  part.  In  five  or  fix  days,  the  rapato,  or  furgeon, 
infpedts  the  wound,  and  finds  the  wood  partly  covered  with 
the  growing  flelh.  In  as  many  more  days,  it  is  generally 
entirely  covered ; after  which,  when  the  patient  lias  ac- 
quired fome  ftrength,  he  bathes  in  the  water,  and  recovers. 
We  know  that  wounds  will  heal  over  leaden  bullets ; and 
fometimes,  though  rarely,  over  other  extraneous  bodies. 
But  what  makes  me  entertain  fome  doubt  of  the  truth  of  fo 
extraordinary  /kill,  as  in  the  above  inftancc  is,  that  in 
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other  cafes  which  fell  under  my  own  obfervation,  they  are 
far  from  being  fo  dexterous.  1 have  feen  the  flump  of  an 
arm,  which  was  taken  off,  after  being  fhattered  by  a fall 
from  a tree,  that  bore  no  marks  of  fkilful  operation,  though 
fomc  allowance  be  made  for  their  defective  inftruments. 
And  I met  with  a man  going  about  with  a diflocatcd 
fhoulder,  fome  months  after  the  accident,  from  their  being 
ignorant  of  a method  to  reduce  it ; though  this  be  con- 
ftdered  as  one  of  the  fimpleft  operations  of  our  furgery. 
They  know  that  fraflurcs  or  luxations  of  the  fpinc  are 
mortal,  but  not  fradturcs  of  the  fkull;  and  they  likewife 
know,  from  experience,  in  what  parts  of  the  body  wounds 
prove  fatal.  They  have  fometimes  pointed  out  thofe  in- 
flidted  by  fpears,  which,  if  made  in  the  diredlion  they  men- 
tioned, would  certainly  have  been  pronounced  deadly  by 
\ts ; and  yet  thefe  people  have  recovered. 

Their  phyfical  knowledge  feems  more  confined ; and 
that,  probably,  becaufe  their  difeafes  arc  fewer  than  their 
accidents.  The  priefts,  however,  adminifler  the  juices  of 
herbs  in  fome  cafes ; and  women  who  are  troubled  with 
after-pains,  or  other  diforders  after  child-bearing,  ufc  a re- 
medy which  one  would  think  needlefs  in  a hot  country. 
They  firft  heat  floncs,  as  when  they  bake  their  food ; then 
they  lay  a thick  cloth  over  them,  upon  which  is  put  a 
quantity  of  a fmall  plant  6f  the  mudard  kind ; and  thefe 
are  covered  with  another  cloth.  Upon  this  they  feat  them- 
l'elves,  and  fweat  plentifully,  to  obtain  a cure.  The  men 
have  pradlifed  the  fame  method  for  the  venereal  lues , but 
find  it  inefFedtual.  They  have  no  emetic  medicines. 

Notwithflanding  the  extreme  fertility  of  the  ifland,  a fa- 
mine frequently  happens,  in  which,  it  is  faid,  many  perifli. 
Whether  this  be  owing  to  the  failure  of  fomc  fcafons,  to 
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over-population,  which  mud  fomctimcs  almoft  neccftarily 
happen,  or  to  wars,  I have  not  been  able  to  determine ; 
though  the  truth  of  the  fa>5t  may  fairly  be  inferred,  from 
the  great  oeconomy  that  they  obferve  with  rcfpetft  to  their 
food,  even  when  there  is  plenty.  In  times  of  fcarcity,  after 
their  bread-fruit  and  yams  arc  confumcd,  they  have  rc- 
courfc  to  various  roots,  which  grow,  without  cultivation, 
upon  the  mountains.  The  patarra,  which  is  found  in  vaft 
quantities,  is  what  they  ufe  firft.  It  is  not  unlike  a very 
large  potatoc  or  yam,  and  good  when  in  its  growing  date; 
but,  when  old,  is  full  of  hard  flringy  fibres.  They  then  cat 
two  other  roots  ; one  not  unlike  taro-,  and,  laflly,  the  eboee. 
This  is  of  two  forts  ; one  of  them  poflelling  deleterious 
qualities,  which  obliges  them  to  dice  and  macerate  it  in 
water,  a night  before  they  bake  and  eat  it.  In  this  refpetff, 
it  refembles  the  cajfava  root  of  the  Weft-Indies ; but  it  forms 
a very  infipid,  moift  palle,  in  the  manner  they  drefs  it. 
However,  1 have  feen  them  eat  it  at  times  when  no  fitch 
fcarcity  reigned.  Both  this  and  the  patarra  are  creeping 
plants  ; the  laft,  with  ternatc  leaves. 

Of  animal  food,  a very  fmall  portion  falls,  at  any  time,  to 
the  (hare  of  the  lower  clai's  of  people;  and  then  it  is  cither  ft  Hi, 
fca-eggs, or  other  marine  productions;  for  they  feldom  or  ever 
eat'pork.  The  Erce  de  bci  * alone,  is  able  to  furnish  pork  every 
day  ; and  inferior  Chiefs,  according  to  their  riches,  once  a 
week,  fortnight,  or  month.  Sometimes,  they  are  not  even 
allowed  that;  for,  when  the  ifland  is  impovcrilhcd  by  war, 
or  other  caufes,  the  Chief  prohibits  his  lubjcifts  to  kill  any 
hogs;  and  this  prohibition,  we  were  told,  is  in  force,  fomc- 
timcs, for  fcveral  months,  or  even  for  a year  or  two.  Dur- 

• Mr.  Andcrfon  invariably,  in  his  mannfeript,  writes  Erce  dt  lei.  According  to 
Captain  Cook’s  mode,  it  is  Ertr  milt.  This  is  one  of  the  numerous  inflanccs  that 
perpetually  occur,  of  our  people’s  reprefenting  the  f.unc  word  differently. 
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ing  that  rcftraint,  the  hogs  multiply  fo  fall,  that  there  are 
inftances  of  their  changing  their  domeftic  Bate,  anti  turning  >— * — 
wild.  When  it  is  thought  proper  to  take  off  the  prohibition, 
all  the  Chiefs  affemble  at  the  king’s  place  of  abode;  and 
each  brings  with  him  a prefent  of  hogs.  The  king  then 
orders  fonie  of  them  to  be  killed,  on  which  they  feaft;  and, 
after  that,  every  one  returns  home  with  liberty  to  kill  what 
he  pleales  for  his  own  ufe.  Such  a prohibition  was  actually 
in  force,  on  our  lafl  arrival  here  ; at  leaf!,  in  all  thofe  diftritffs 
of  the  iiland,  that  are  immediately  under  the  diretflion  of 
Otoo.  And,  left  it  (hould  have  prevented  our  going  to 
Matavai  after  leaving  Oheitcpeha,  he  fent  a meflage  to 
affurc  us,  that  it  (hould  be  taken  off,  as  foon  as  the 
fliips  arrived  there.  With  rcfpctft  to  us,  wc  found  it 
fo ; but  we  made  fuch  a confumption  of  them,  that,  I 
have  no  doubt,  it  would  be  laid  on  again,  as  foon  as  we  • 
failed.  A fimilar  prohibition  is  alfo,  fometimes,  extended 
to  fowls. 

It  is  alfo  among!!  the  better  fort,  that  the  ava  is  chiefly 
ufed.  But  this  beverage  is  prepared  fomewhat  differently, 
from  that  which  we  faw  fo  much  of  at  the  Friendly  lflands. 

For  they  pour  a very  fmall  quantity  of  water  upon  the  root 
here;  and  fometimes  road  or  bake,  and  bruife  the  ftalks, 
without  chewing  it  previoufly  to  its  itifufion.  They  alfo 
ufe  the  leaves  of  the  plant  here,  which  arc  bruited,  and 
water  poured  upon  them,  as  upon  tbe  root.  Large  compa- 
nies do  not  affemble  to  drink  it,  in  that  fociable  way  which 
is  pruclifed  at  Tongataboo.  But  its  pernicious  cflctfts  are 
more  obvious  here;  perhaps,  owing  to  the  manner  of  pre- 
paring it ; as  we  often  faw  iuftanccs  of  its  intoxicating,  or 
rather  ftupit'ying  powers.  Some  of  us,  who  had  been  at 
thefe  illands  before,  were  furprized  to  find  many  people, 
who,  when  wc  faw  them  laft,  were  remarkable  for  their 
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1777-  fizc  and  corpulency,  now  almod  reduced  to  (kelecons  i and, 
.December..  up0n  jnqU£ring  into  the  caufe  of  this  alteration,  it  was  uni- 
verfally  allowed  to  be  the  ufe  of  the  ava.  The  fkins  of 
thefe  people  were  rough,  dry,  and  covered  with  feales  ; 
which,  they  fay,  every  now  and  then,  fall  off,  and  their 
flein  is,  as  it  were,  renewed.  As  an  excufe  for  a practice  fo 
dedruftive,  they  allege,  that  it  is  adopted  to  prevent  their 
growing  too  fat ; but  it  evidently  enervates  them ; and,  in 
all  probability,  fhortens  their  days.  As  its  cffedls  had  not 
been  fo  viftble,  during  our  former  viGts,  it  is  not  unlikely 
that  this  article  of  luxury  had  never  been  fo  much  abufed 
as  at  this  time.  If  it  continues  to  be  fo  fafhionable,  it  bids 
fair  to  deftroy  great  numbers. 

The  times  of  eating,  at  Otaheite,  are  very  frequent.  Their 
firft  meal,  or  (as  it  may  rather  be  called)  their  lad,  as  they 
* go  to  fleep  after  it,  is  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.; 
and  the  next  is  at  eight.  At  eleven,  they  dine  ; and  again, 
as  Otjaai  exprclled  it,  at  two,  and  at  five  j and  fup  at  eight. 
In  this  article  of  tlomdlic  life,  they  have  adopted  fome 
cuGoms  which  arc  exceedingly  whimGcal.  The  women,  for 
indance,  have  not  only  the  mortification  of  being  obliged  to 
eat  by  themfelves,  and  in  a different  part  of  the  houfe  from 
the  men ; but,  by  a drangc  kind  of  policy,  are  excluded 
from  a fharc  of  mod  of  the  better  forts  of  food.  They  dare 
not  tade  turtle,  nor  fifh  of  the  tunny  kind,  which  is  much 
edeemed  ; nor  fome  particular  forts  of  the  bed  plantains ; 
and  it  is  very  feldom  that  even  thofc  of  the  fird  rank  ar* 
fulfcred  to  eat  pork.  The  children  of  each  fex  alfo  eat 
apart ; and  the  women,  generally,  ferve  up  their  own  vic- 
tuals ; for  they  would  certainly  darve,  before  any  grown 
man  would  do  them  fuch  an  office.  In  this,  as  well  as  in 
fome  other  cudoms  relative  to  their  eating,  there  is  a myf- 
tcrious  conduct,  which  we  could  never  thoroughly  compre- 
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hend.  When  wc  inquired  into  the  reafons  of  it,  we  could 
get  no  other  anl'wer,  but  that  it  is  right  and  neceflary  that 
it  Ihould  be  fo. 

In  other  cudoms  refpeXing  the  females,  there  feems  to 
be  no  fuch  obfeurity;  efpecially  as  to  their  connexions 
with  the  men.  If  a young  man  and  woman,  from  mutual 
choice,  cohabit,  the  man  gives  the  father  of  the  girl  fuch 
things  as  are  neceffary  in  common  life;  as  hogs,  cloth,  or 
canoes,  in  proportion  to  the  time  they  arc  together ; and 
if  he  thinks  that  he  has  not  been  fufiiciently  paid  for  his 
daughter,  he  makes  no  fcruple  of  forcing  her  to  leave  her 
friend,  and  to  cohabit  with  another  perfon  who  may  be 
more  liberal.  The  man,  on  his  part,  is  always  at  liberty  to 
make  a new  choice  ; but,  Ihould  his  confort  become  preg- 
nant, he  may  kill  the  child  ; and,  after  that,  either  continue 
his  connexion  with  the  mother,  or  leave  her.  But  if  he 
Ihould  adopt  the  child,  and  fuffer  it  to  live,  the  parties  arc 
then  confidered  as  in  the  married  Hate,  and  they  commonly 
live  together  ever  after.  However,  it  is  thought  no  crime 
in  the  man  to  join  a more  youthful  partner  to  his  firft  wife, 
and  to  live  with  both.  The  cuilom  of  changing  their  con- 
nexions is,  however,  much  more  general  than  this  laft; 
and  it  is  a thing  fo  common,  that  they  fpeak  of  it  with  great 
indifference.  The  Errcocs  are  only  thofe  of  the  better  fort, 
who,  from  their  ficklenefs,  and  their  poflefling  the  means 
Of  purchaling  a fucccflion  of  frclh  connexions,  are  con- 
Ilantly  roaming  about;  and,  from' having  no  particular  at- 
tachment, leldom  adopt  the  more  fettled  method  mentioned 
above.  And  fo  agreeable  is  this  licentious  plan  of  life  to 
their  difpofition,  that  the  mod  beautiful  of  both  fexes  thus 
commonly  fpend  their  youthful  days,  habituated  to  the 
praXice  of  enormities  which  would  difgracc  the  mod  favage 
tribes  ; but  are  peculiarly  thocking  amongd  a people  whole 
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'777-  general  character,  in  other  refpcdls,  has  evident  traces  of 

« * ' ihc  prevalence  ot  humane  and  tender  feelings  •*.  When  an 

Erreoz 

• That  the  Caroline  I Hands  arc  inhabited  by  the  fame  tribe  or  nation,  whom  Cap- 
tain Cook  found,  at  fuch  immenfe  distances,  fpread  throughout  the  South  Pacific 
Ocean,  has  been  fatisfaciorily  eftablifhed  in  fomc  preceding  notes.  The  fituation  of 
the  Ladroncs,  or  Marianne  Ifiands,  Hill  farther  North  than  the  Carolines,  but  at  no 
great  diftance  from  them,  is  favourable,  at  firSl  fight,  to  the  conjecture,  that  the 
fame  race  alfo  peopled  that  duller ; and,  on  looking  into  Father  le  Gobien’s  Hiftory  of 
them,  this  conjecture  appears  to  be  actually  confirmed  by  di red  evidence.  One  of  the 
greateft  Singularities  of  the  Otaheite  manners,  is  the  exigence  of  the  focicty  of  young 
men,  called  ErreeSy  of  whom  fomc  account  is  given  in  the  preceding  paragraph. 
Now  we  learn  from  Father  le  Gobien,  that  fudi  a fociety  exifts  alfo  amongff  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Ladrones.  His  words  arc;  Let  Urr/tsts  font  parmi  eux  Us  jeuns  gens 
qui  vil'fNt  6Vr{  des  masts  effrSy  fans  vsuhir  s' engager  dans  Us  liens  dsi  manage.  That  there 
ihould  be  young  men  in  the  Ladroncs,  as  well  as  in  Otaheite,  whs  live  with  msjhejfes , 
without  being  inclined  to  enter  into  the  tssarried  JlaUy  would  not,  indeed,  furnifh  the 
fhadow  of  any  peculiar  refembhmee  between  them.  But  that  the  young  men  in 
the  Ladroncs,  and  in  Otaheite,  whofe  manners  arc  thus  licentious,  fhould  be  con- 
fidercd  as  a diftinct  confraternity,  called  by  a particular  name  ; and  that  this  name 
fhould  be  the  fame  in  both  places  : this  lingular  coincidence  of  cuftom,  confirmed  by 
that  of  language,  feems  to  furnifh  an  irrefragable  proof  of  the  inhabitants  of  both  places 
being  the  fame  nation.  We  know,  that  it  is  the  general  property  of  the  Otaheite 
dialed,  to  foften  the  pronunciation  of  its  words.  And,  it  is  obferiable,  that,  by  the 
oiniifion  of  one  fingle  letter  (the  confonant  t)%  our  Arrecys  (as  fpcllcd  iu  Hawkef- 
worth’s  Colkdion),  or  Errcecs  (according  to  Mr.  Anderfon’s  orthography),  and  the 
Urritoes  of  the  Ladroncs,  arc  brought  to  fuch  a fimilitude  of  found  (the  only  rule  of 
comparing  two  unwritten  languages),  that  we  may  pronounce  them  to  be  the  fame 
word,  without  expofing  ourfclvcs  to  the  fneers  of  fupcrcilious  criticifixi. 

One  or  two  more  fuch  proofs,  drawn  from  fimilarity  of  language,  in  very  fignifi- 
. cant  words,  may  be  atfgned.  I.c  Gobien  tells  us,  that  the  people  of  the  Ladrones 
worfhip  their  dead,  whom  they  call  Anitis.  Here,  again,  by  dropping  the  confonant 
«,  we  have  a word  that  bears  a ftrong  rcfcmblancc  to  that  which  fo  often  occurs 
in  Captain  Cook’s  Voyages,  when  faking  of  the  Divinities  of  his  iflands,  whom 
he  calls  E.itosas,  And  it  may  be  matter  of  curi.fity  to  remark,  that  what  is  called 
an  Anitiy  at  the  Ladroncs,  is,  as  we  learn  from  Cantova  [Letts  es  Edlfasstcs  13  CurieufeSy 
Tom.  xv.  p.  309,  310  ],  at  the  Caroline  Iflands,  where  dead  Chiefs  arc  alfo  worship- 
ped, called  a 7 ah ut up ; and  that,  by  foftening  or  finking  the  Strong  founding  letters,  at 
the  beginning  and  at  the  end  of  this  latter  word,  the  Ahutu  of  the  Carolines,  the  Aits 
of  tile  Lad rt  ncs,  and  the  Ent::a  oi  the  South  Pacific  Iflands,  affiinic  fuch  a fimilarity 
in  pronunciation  (for  we  can  have  no  other  guide),  as  Strongly  marks  one  common  ori- 
ginal. Once  more  ; we  karn  from  Le  Gobien,  that  the  Marianne  people  cal!  their  Chiefs 
Chamorrisy  or  CJssm.ris.  And,  by  foftening  the  afp  irate  Cb  into  T,  and  tire  hnrfti- 
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Errcoc  woman  is  delivered  of  a child,  a piece  of  cloth,  dip-  E 
ped  in  water,  is  applied  to  the  mouth  and  nofe,  which  fuf-  < — -v — 
locates  it. 

As 

refs  of  r into  / (of  which  the. vocabularies  of  the  different  iflands  give  xis  repealed 
inftances),  we  have  the  Tdutolc  of  the  Caroline  I Hands,  and  the  7'amslao,  or  Tamaha , 
of  the  Friendly  ones. 

If  thefe  fpccimcns  of  affinity  of  language  Ihould  be  thought  too  (canty,  fome  very 
remarkable  inftances  of  fimilarity  of  cuftoms  and  infti  unions  will  go  far  to  remove 
every  doubt,  i.  A divifion  into  three  clafles,  of  nobles,  a middle  rank,  and  the 
common  people,  or  fcrvants,  was  found,  by  Captain  Cook,  to  prevail  both  at  the 
Friendly  and  the  Society  Iflands.  Father  Ic  Gobien  exprefsly  tells  us,  that  the  fame 
diltinclion  prevails  at  the  Ladroncs  : II  y a trail  etats , par  mi  Us  infulaires , la  ndlejje , 

U tnoyen,  if  U menu.  a.  Numbcrlcfs  inllanccs  occur  in  Captain  Cook’s  voyage  to 
prove  the  great  fubjection  under  which  die  people  of  his  iflands  are  to  their  Chiefs. 

“ We  learn  from  Le  Gobien,  that  it  is  lb  alfo  at  the  Ladrones  - La  nsbUjfe  tft (Tun fierte 
incroyabU , if  tiers  It  peuple  flans  un  abaifesnent  qu'on  n«  pourroit  imagines-  en  Europe , &c, 

3.  The  diverfions  of  the  natives  at  Watccoo,  the  Friendly,  and  the  Society  Iflands, 
have  been  copioufly  deferibed  by  Captain  Cook.  How  fimilar  arc  thofe  which  Le 
Gobien  mentions  in  the  following  words,  as  prevailing  at  the  Ladroncs  ? Ils  ft  di- 
vert ijpnt  d danfer,  courir,  fautir , latter,  pour  s' exereer,  if  Iprouver  leur  forces . lit 

preunent  grand  plaijir  d raconlcr  les  etvantures  de  lews  ancetres , if  d reciter  ties  vers  de 
Users  pee  les.  4.  The  principal  (hare  fuftained  by  the  women,  in  the  entertainments  at 
Captain  Cook’s  iflands,  appears  fufficiently  from  a variety  of  inftances  in  this  work  ; 
and  we  cannot  read  what  Le  Gobien  fays  of  the  practice  at  the  Ladto.ies,  without 
tracing  the  itror.gcft  rcfcmblance, — Dans  lestrs  ajfemblits  tiles  fe  met  tost  deux  cu  frieze 
femsnes  en  rand,  debout , fans  fe  remucr,  Dans  ertte  attitude  e/Us  chantent  les  vers  fa - 
bulcux  deleters  p rites  avtc  un  agrimtnt , if  une  jujlejfe  qui  flair  sit  en  Europe.  L'aceard  de 
leur  vsix  eft  admirable,  if  ne  cede  en  riess  a la  mujique  concert ee.  Elies  tact  dans  les  mains 
de  pttits  esquilles , dent  tiles  fe  fervent  avtc  beast  cup  de  preeif on.  Elies  Jlutiennent  leur  War, 
if  animent  leur  chants  avec  une  aflisn  ft  vivt , if  des  geftts  ft  exggejfives,  qu  dies  charment 
eeux  qui  Us  vsient , if  qui  let  entendent . 5.  We  icad,  in  ILiwkefwoith’s  account  of 

Captain  Cook’s  firll  voyage,  Vol.  ii.  p.  235.  that  garlands  of  the  fruit  of  the  palm- 
tree  and  cocoa-lcaves,  with  odicr  things  particularly  confecrated  to  funeral  folemnides, 
arc  uepofited  about  the  places  where  they  lay  their  dead  ; and  that  proviflons  and  water 
arc  all'o  left  at  a little  diftance.  How  conformable  to  this  is  die  practice  at  the  La- 
drones,  as  deferibed  by  Le  Gobien  ! Ils  fnt  qiulquts  repas  auteur  du  tembeau ; ear  0 n 
en  elevt  toujours  un  fur  It  lieu  cu  le  corps  ejl  enterri , tu  dims  le  vrifsnage  ; on  U charge  de 
fleurs , de  branches  de  paltniert , tie  esquillages,  if  de  tout  ee  qu'ils  out  de  plus  pr cries:. \ r.- 
6.  It  is  the  cuftom  at  Otahcitc  [fee  Hawkcfvvorth,  Vol.  ii.  11.236.]  not  to  bury  the 
lculls  of  the  Chiefs,  with  the  red  of  the  bones,  but  to  put  them  into  boxes  made  lor 
that  purpofe.  Here  again,  we  find  the  fame  {(range  cuftom  prevailing  at  die  La- 
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As  in  fuch  a life,  their  women  mud  contribute  a very 
large  fharc  of  its  happinefs,  it  is  rather  furprizing,  befides 
the  humiliating  reflraints  they  arc  laid  under  with  regard  to 
food,  to  find  them  often  treated  with  a degree  of  harfhnefs, 
or  rather  brutality,  which  one  would  fcarcely  fuppofe  a man 
would  bellow,  on  an  objedt  for  whom  he  had  the  lead  af- 


drones ; for  Lc  Gobien  CXprefsly  tells  us,  qu'ils  garment  les  cranes  en  l cur  maifens , that 
they  put  thefe  fculls  into  little  balkcts  (petitet  cor  hi  lies ) ; and  that  thele  dead  Chiefs  are 
the  Anitis,  to  whom  their  priefts  addrefs  their  invocations.  7.  The  people  of  Otaheite, 
as  we  learn  from  Captain  Cook,  in  his  account  of  Tee’s  embalmed  corpfe,  make  ufc 
of  cocoa-nut  oil,  and  other  ingredients,  in  rubbing  the  dead  bodies.  The  people  of  the 
Ladroncs,  Father  Le  Gobien  tells  us,  fometimes  do  the  fame— D'aulres  frottent  Its 
marts  J'kuile  oderiferante,  8.  The  inhabitants  of  Otaheite  [fee  Hawkcfworth,  Vol.  ii. 
p.  239,  240.]  believe  the  immortality  of  the  foul  ; ami  that  there  arc  two  fttuations 
after  death,  fomewhat  analagous  to  our  heaven  and  hell ; but  they  do  not  fuppofe, 
that  their  a&ions  here  in  the  lead  influence  their  future  ftate.  And  in  the  account 
given  in  this  voyage  [Vol.  i.  p.  403.]*  of  the  religious  opinions  entertained  at  the 
Friendly  Iflands,  we  find  there,  exactly  the  fame  doctrine.  It  is  very  obfcrvable,  how 
conformable  to  this  is  the  belief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Ladroncs— ils  font  perfuades 
(fays  Lc  Gobien)  de  /’ immortal! te  de  Vamt.  Us  reconnsifjint  menu  un  Paradis  & un 
Enfer , dost  i/s  ft  ferment,  det  idea  affix  bizarreu  Ce  n'ejl  print,  felon  eux,  la  vertu 
ni  le  crime , qui  conduit  dans  ces  lieux  Id  $ Its  bonnes  ou  let  mauvaifes  actions  ny  fervent 
de  rien.  9.  One  more  very  Angular  inftance  of  agreement,  (hall  clofc  this  long  lift. 
In  Captain  Cook’s  account  of  the  New  Zealanders  [Vol.  2.  p.  138.],  we  And,  that, 
according  to  them,  the  lou!  of  the  man  who  is  kilied,  and  whofc  flelh  is  devoured,  is 
doomed  to  a perpetual  Are  ; while  the  fouls  of  all  who  die  a natural  death,  afeend  to  the 
habitations  of  the  Gods.  And,  from  Le  Gobien,  wc  learn,  that  this  very  notion  is 
adopted  by  his  iflanders  — Si  en  a U malhtur  de  nuttrir  de  mart  vis/ente , en  a t*  enfer  pour 
leur  portage. 

Surely,  fuch  a concurrence  of  very  charactcriflio  conformities  cannot  be  the  refult 
of  mere  accident;  and,  when  combined  with  |be  fpeciincns  of  affinity  of  language 
mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  this  note,  it  ftiould  feem,  that  wc  are  fully  warranted, 
from  premifes  thus  unexceptionable,  to  draw  a certain  conclufion,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  various  iflands  difeovered  or  vifited  by  Captain  Cook,  in  the  South  Pacific 
Ocean,  and  thofe  whom  the  Spaniards  found  fettled  upon  the  Ladroncs  or  Mariannes^ 
in  the  Northern  hemifphere,  carried  the  fame  language,  cudoms,  and  opinions,  from 
one  common  center,  from  which  they  had  emigrated  ; and  that,  therefore,  they  may  be 
confitiercd  as  feattered  members  of  the  fame  nation. 

Sec  Pcrc  lc  Gobien 's  Hiftrirt  det  IJ/es  Mariannes , Book  ii.  or  the  fumnury  of  it  in 
lift  lire  det  Navigations  aux  Term  Autha/es , T.  ii.  p.  492  — 512,  from  which  the 
materials  tor  this  note  have  been  extracted. 
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feiSlion.  Nothing,  however,  i3  more  common,  than  to  fee  p ^ 

the  men  beat  them  without  mercy  ; and  unlefs  this  treat-  

ment  is  the  effedt  of  jealoufy,  which  both  fexes,  at  leaf!, 
pretend  to  be  fometimes  infetffed  with,  it  will  be  difficult  to 
account  for  it.  It  will  be  lefs  difficult  to  admit  this  as  the 
motive,  as  I have  feen  feveral  inftanccs  where  the  women 
have  preferred  perfonal  beauty  to  intereft ; though,  I muff 
own,  that,  even  in  thefe  cafes,  they  feem  fcarcely  fufccptiblc 
of  tliofe  delicate  fentiments  that  are  the  refult  of  mutual  af- 
fedfion ; and,  I believe,  that  there  is  lefs  Platonic  love  in 
Otaheitc  than  in  any  other  country. 

Cutting  or  inciding  the  fore-fkin  fliould  be  mentioned 
here  as  a practice  adopted  amongft  them,  from  a notion  of 
cleanlinefs ; and  they  have  a reproachful  epithet  in  their 
language,  for  thofe  who  do  not  obferve  that  cuftom.  When 
there  are  five  or  fix  lads  pretty  well  grown  up  in  a neigh- 
bourhood, the  father  of  one  of  them  goes,  to  a Taboua,  or 
man  of  knowledge,  and  lets  him  know.  He  goes  with  the 
lads  to  the  top  of  the  hills,  attended  by  a fervant;  and, 
fcating  one  of  them  properly,  introduces  a piece  of  wood 
underneath  the  forefkin.  and  defires  him  to  look  afide  at 
fomething  he  pretends  is  coming.  Having  thus  engaged  the 
young  man’s  attention  to  another  objedf,  he  cuts  through 
the  Ikin  upon  the  wood,  with  a fliark’s  tooth,  generally  at 
one  ftroke.  He  then  feparates,  or  rather  turns  back  the  di- 
vided parts;  and,  having  put  on  a bandage,  proceeds  to 
perform  the  fame  operation  on  the  other  lads.  At  the  end 
of  five  days  they  bathe,  and  the  bandages  being  taken  ofh 
the  matter  is  cleaned  away.  At  the  end  of  live  days  more, 
they  bathe  again,  and  are  well ; but  a thicknefs  of  the 
prepuce,  where  it  was  cut,  remaining,  they  go  again  to  the 
mountains  with  the  T*koua  and  fcivant;  and  a fire  being 
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Decembtr  PrcParC(l.  and  fame  ftones  heated,  the  Tahoua  puts  the  pre- 

* — » puce  between  two  of  them,  and  fqucczcs  it  gently,  which 

removes  the  thicknefs.  They  then  return  home,  having 
their  heads,  and  other  parts  of  their  bodies,  adorned  with 
odoriferous  flowers;  and  the  Tahoua  is  rewarded  for  his  fer- 
vices  by  their  fathers,  in  proportion  to  their  fevcral  abi- 
lities, with  prefents  of  hogs  and  cloth ; and  if  they  be  poor, 
their  relations  are  liberal  on  the  occafion. 

Their  religious  fyftcm  is  extenfive,  and,  in  many  inftanccs, 
lingular;  but  few  of  the  common  people  have  a perfect 
knowledge  of  it ; that  being  confined  chiefly  to  their  priefts, 
who  are  pretty  numerous.  They  do  not  feem  repay  refpeift 
to  one  God  as  poffefling  pre-eminence;  but  believe  in  a 
plurality  of  divinities,  who  arc  all  very  powerful;  and,  in 
this  cafe,  as  different  parts  of  the  illand,  and  the  other  iflands 
in  the  neighbourhood,  have  different  ones,  the  inhabitants 
of  each,  no  doubt,  think  that  they  have  chofen  the  moll 
eminent,  or,  at  leaft,  one  who  is  inverted  with  power  fuflir 
cient  to  proteft  them,  and  to  fupply  all  their  wants.  If  he 
ikould  not  anfwer  their  expectations,  they  think  it  no  im- 
piety to  change  ; as  has  very  lately  happened  in  Tiaraboo, 
where,  in  the  room  of  the  two  divinities  formerly  honoured 
there,  Qraa  * God  of  Bolabola,  has  been  adopted,  I Ihould 
fuppofe,  becaufe  he  is  the  protestor  of  a people  who  have 
been  victorious  in  war;  and  as,  fincc  they  have  made  this 
change,  they  have  been  very  fuccefsful  themfelves  againft 
the  inhabitants  of  Otabeite-nooe , they  impute  it  entirely  to 
Oraa,  who,  as  they  literally  fay,  fights  their  battles. 

Their  alfiduity  in  ferving  their  Gods  is  remarkably  con- 
fpicuous.  Not  only  the  wbattas,  or  offering-places  of  the 

• Wc  have  here  another  inftance  of  the  fame  word  being  differently  pronounced  bjr 
our  people.  Captain  Cook,  as  appears  above,  fpcaks  o (Oila,  as  the  Bolabola  God. 

moraisy 


Digozi 


THE  PACIFIC  OCEAN. 


163 

morais,  are  commonly  loaded  with  fruits  and  animals  ; but  • 777 • . 

there  arc  few  houfes  where  you  do  not  meet  with  a fmall  . 
place  of  the  fame  fort  near  them.  Many  of  them -are  fo 
rigidly  fcrupulous,  that  they  will  not  begin  a meal,  without 
hr  it  laying  alkie  a morfel  for  the  Entooa •,  and  we  had  an  op- 
portunity, during  this  voyage,  of  feeing  their  fuperftitious 
zeal  carried  to  a molt  pernicious  height,  in  the  inftancc  of 
human  facrifices;  the  occafions  of  offering  which,  I doubt, 
arc  too  frequent.  Perhaps,  they  have  rccourfc  to  them 
when  misfortunes  occur ; for  they  allted,  if  one  of  our  men, 
who  happened  to  be  confined,  when  we  were  detained  by 
a contrary  wind,  was  taboo?  Their  prayers  arc  alfo  very  fre- 
quent, which  they  chant,  much  after  the  manner  of  the 
longs  in  their  feftive  entertainments.  And  the  women,  as 
in  other  cafes,  are  alfo  obliged  to  fhew  their  inferiority  in 
religious  obfcrvances  1 for  it  is  required  of  them,  that  they 
fhould  partly  uncover  themfclves,  as  they  pafs  the  morais ; 
or  take  a confidcrablc  circuit  to  avoid  them.  Though  they 
have  no  notion,  that  their  Cod  mull  always  be  conferring 
benefits,  without  fometimes  forgetting  them,  or  fuffering 
evil  to  befall  them,  they  feem  to  regard  this  lefs  than  the 
attempts  of  fome  more  inaufpicious  being  to  hurt  them. 

They  tell  us,  that  Etee  is  an  evil  fpirit,  who  fometimes  docs 
them  mifehief  ; and  to  whom,  as  well  as  to  their  god,  they 
make  offerings.  Put  the  mifehiefs  they  apprehend  from 
any  fuperior  inviftble  beings,  are  confined  to  things  merely 
temporal. 

They  believe  the  foul  to  be  both  immaterial  and  immortal. 

They  fay,  that  it  keeps  fluttering  about  the  lips  during  the 
pangs  of  death  ; and  that  then  it  afeends,  and  mixes  with,  or, 
as  they  exprefs  it,  is  eaten  by  the  deity.  In  this  flatc  it  remains 
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Cttcmbw  f°r  feme  time ; after  which,  it  departs  to  a certain  place 

' — "v — * deflined  for  the  reception  of  the  fouls  of  men,  where  it 
exills  in  eternal  night ; or,  as  they  fometimes  fay,  in  twi- 
light, or  dawn.  They  have  no  idea  of  any  permanent  pu- 

nilhment  after  death,  for  crimes  that  they  have  commited 
on  earth  ; for  the  fouls  of  good  and  of  bad  men  arc  cat  in- 
difcriminately  by  God.  But  they  certainly  confidcr  this 
coalition  with  the  Deity  as  a kind  of  purification  neceflary 
to  be  undergone,  before  they  enter  a flatc  of  blifs.  For, 
according  to  their  doctrine,  if  a man  refrain  from  all  con- 
nection with  women  fome  months  before  death,  he  pafles 
immediately  into  his  eternal  manfion,  without  fuch  a pre- 
vious union,  as  if  already,  by  this  abflinence,  he  were  pure 
enough  to  be  exempted  from  the  general  lot. 

They  are,  however,  far  from  entertaining  thofe  fublimc 
conceptions  of  happinefs,  which  our  religion,  and,  indeed, 
reafon,  gives  us  room  to  expedt  hereafter.  The  only  great 
privilege  they  feem  to  think  they  fhall  acquire  by  death,  is 
immortality;  for  they  fpeak  of  fpirits  being,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  not  totally  diverted  of  thofe  paflions  which  actuated 
them  when  combined  with  material  vehicles.  Thus,  if 
fouls,  who  were  formerly  enemies,  fhould  meet,  they  have 
many  conflicts  ; though,  it  fhould  feem,  to  no  purpofe,  as 
they  arc  accounted  invulnerable  in  this  invifible  ftate.  There 
i3  a fimilar  reafoning  with  regard  to  the  meeting  of  man 
and  wife.  If  the  hufband  dies  firft,  the  foul  of  his  wife  is 
known  to  him  on  its  arrival  in  the  land  of  fpirits.  They 
refume  their  former  acquaintance,  in  a fpacious  houfe, 
called  Tourooa , where  the  fouls  of  the  deceafed  alienable  to 
recreate  thcmfelves  with  the  Gods.  She  then  retires  with 
him  to  his  feparate  habitation,  where  they  remain  for  ever, 
and  have  an  offspring ; which,  however,  is  entirely  fpiri- 
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tual ; as  they  are  neither  married,  nor  are  their  embraces 
luppofed  to  be  the  fame  as  with  corporeal  beings. 

Some  of  their  notions  about  the  deity,  are  extravagantly 
abfurd.  They  believe,  that  he  is  fubjetd  to  the  power  of 
thofe  very  fpirits  to  whom  he  has  given  exiftencc ; and  that, 
in  their  turn,  they  frequently  eat  or  devour  him,  though  he 
poflcfs  the  power  of  rc-creating  himfelf.  They,  doubtlefs, 
ufe  this  mode  of  expreffion,  as  they  feem  incapable  of  con- 
verfing  about  immaterial  things,  without  conllantly  refer- 
ring to  material  objeifls  to  convey  • their  meaning.  And  in 
this  manner  they  continue  the  account,  by  faying,  that,  in 
the  tourooa,  the  deity  inquires,  if  they  intend,  or  not,  to  de- 
flroy  him  ? And  that  he  is  not  able  to  alter  their  determination. 
This  is  known  to  the  inhabitants  on  earth,  as  well  as  to  the 
fpirits ; for  when  the  moon  is  in  its  wane,  it  is  faid,  that 
they  are  then  devouring  their  Eatooa ; and  that,  as  it  in- 
creafes,  he  is  renewing  himfelf.  And  to  this  accident,  not 
only  the  inferior,  but  the  mod  eminent  gods  are  liable. 
They  alfo  believe,  that  there  arc  other  places  for  the  re- 
ception of  fouls  at  death.  Thus,  thofe  who  are  drowned  in 
the  fea,  remain  there ; where  they  think  that  there  is  a fine 
country,  houfes,  and  every  thing  that  can  make  them 
happy.  But  what  is  more  fingular,  they  maintain,  that  not 
only  all  other  animals,  but  trees,  fruit,  and  even  ftones, 
have  fouls,  which  at  death,  or  upon  being  eonfumed  or 
broken,  afeend  to  the  divinity,  with  whom  they  firft  mix, 
and  afterward  pafs  into  the  manfion  allotted  to  each. 

They  imagine,  that  their  punctual  performance  of  reli- 
gious offices  procures  for  them  every  temporal  bleffing. 
And  as  they  believe,  that  the  animating  and  powerful  influ- 
ence of  the  divine  fpirit  is  every  where  diffufed,  it  is  no 
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Webber  won(icr  that  they  join  to  this  many  fuperflitious  opinions 

, — ->  about  its  operations.-  Accordingly,  they  believe  that  fud- 

den  deaths,  and  all  other  accidents,  are  effected  by  the  im- 
mediate atftion  of  fome  divinity.  If  a man  only  Humble 
againft  a (tone,  and  hurt  his  toe,  they  impute  it  to  an  Ea- 
' toocr,  l'o  that  they  may  be  literally  faid,  agreeably  to  their 
fyffem,  to  tread  enchanted  ground.  They  are  ftartled,  in 
the  night,  on  approaching  a taipzpaoo,  where  the  dead  are 
expofed,  in  the  lame  manner  that  many  of  our  ignorant 
and  fuperftitious  people  are  with  the  apprehenfions  of 
ghofts,  and  at  the  fight  of  a church  yard ; and  they  have 
an  equal  confidence  in  dreams,  which  they  fuppofe  to  be 
communications  either  from  their  God,  or  from  the  fpirits 
of  their  departed  friends,  enabling  thofe  favoured  with 
them  to  foretell  future  events  ; but  this  kind  of  knowledge 
is  confined  to  particular  people.  Omai  pretended  to  have 
this  gift.  He  told  us,  that  the  foul  of  his  father  had  inti- 
mated to  him  in  a dream,  on  the  26th  of  July  1776,  that  he 
fhould  go  on  (horc,  at  fome  place,  within  three  days ; but 
he  was  unfortunate  in  this  firft  attempt  to  perfuade  us,  that 
he  was  a prophet ; for  it  was  the  t ft  of  Auguft  before  we  got 
into  TencrilFe.  Amongft  them,  however,  the  dreamers  pof- 
fefs  a reputation  little  inferior  to  that  of  their  infpired 
priefts  and  priefleffes,  whofe  predictions  they  implicitly  be- 
lieve, and  are  determined  by  them  in  all  undertakings  of 
confcquence.  The  prieftefs  who  perfuaded  Opoony  to  in- 
vade Ulietca,  is  much  rcfpeiffed  by  him ; and  he  never  goes 
to  war,  without  confulting  her.  Theyalfo,  in  fome  degree, 
maintain  our  old  doctrine  of  planetary  influence  i at  lead, 
they  arc  lbmetimes  regulated,  in  their  public  counfels,  by 
certain  appearances  of  the  moon  ; particularly,  when  lying 
horizontally,  or  much  inclined  on  the  convex  part,  on  its 
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firft  appearance  after  the  change,  they  are  encouraged  to  D '777^ 
engage  in  war,  with  confidence  of  fuccefs.  v_ — , — j 

They  have  traditions  concerning  the  creation,  which,  as 
might  be  expedted,  are  complex,  and  clouded  with  obfeu- 
rity.  They  fay,  that  a goddefs,  having  a lump  or  mats 
of  earth  fufpended  in  a cord,  gave  it  a fwing,  and  fcat- 
tered  about  pieces  of  land,  thus  conflituting  Oraheite  and 
the  neighbouring  iflands,  which  were  all  peopled  by  a man 
and  woman  originally  fixed  at  Otahcite.  This,  however, 
only  refpedts  their  own  immediate  creation  ; for  they  have 
notions  of  an  univerfal  one  before  this  s and  of  lands,  of 
which  they  have  now  no  other  knowledge  than  what  is 
mentioned  in  the  tradition.  Their  moll  remote  account 
reaches  to  Tatooma  and  Tapuppa,  male  and  female  Hones 
or  rocks,  who  fupport  the  congeries  of  land  and  water,  or 
our  globe  underneath.  Thefc  produced  Totorro,'  who  was 
killed,  and  divided  into  land;  and,  after  him,  Otaia  and 
Oroo  were  begotten,  who  were  afterward  married,  and  pro- 
duced, firft  land,  and  then  a race  of  gods.  Otaia  is  killed, 
and  Oroo  marries  a god,  her  fon,  called  Teorraha,  whom- 
flic  orders  to  create  more  land,  the  animals,  and  all  forts  of 
food  found  upon  the  earth ; as  alfo  the  fky,  which  is  fup- 
ported  by  men  called  Teeferei.  The  fpots  obferved  in  the 
moon,  are  fuppofed  to  be  groves  of  a fort  of  trees  which 
once  grew  in  Otaheite,  and,  being  deftroyed  by  fome  acci- 
dent, their  feeds  were  carried  up  thither  by  doves,  where  they 
now  flourifh. 

They  have  alfo  many  legends,  both  religious  and  hiflo- 
rical ; one  of  which  latter,  relative  to  the  practice  of  eating 
human  flefh,  I fhall  give  the  fubllance  of,  as  a fpecimen  of 
their  method.  A long  time  fince,  there  lived  in  Otaheite 

two 
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two  men  called  Taheeai  j the  only  name  they  yet  have  for 
cannibals.  None  knew  from  whence  they  came,  or  in  what 
manner  they  arrived  at  the  ifland.  Their  habitation  was  in 
the  mountains,  from  whence  they  ufed  to  iflue,  and  kill 
many  of  the  natives,  whom  they  afterward  devoured,  and, 
by  that  means,  prevented  the  progrefs  of  population.  Two 
brothers,  determined  to  rid  their  country  of  fuch  a formi- 
dable enemy,  ufed  a flratagem  for  their  deftruction,  with  fuc- 
cefs.  Thcfe  Hill  lived  farther  upward  than  the  Tabeeai , and 
in  fuch  a fituation,  that  they  could  fpcak  with  them,  with- 
out greatly  hazarding  their  own  fafety.  They  invited  them 
to  accept  of  an  entertainment,  that  (liould  be  provided  for 
them,  to  which  thefe  readily  confentcd.  The  brothers  then 
taking  fome  Hones,  heated  them  in  a fire,  and  thrufting 
them  into  pieces  of  mabc e,  defired  one  of  the  Taheeai  to  open 
his  mouth.  On  which,  one  of  thefe  pieces  was  dropped  in, 
and  fome  water  poured  down,  which  made  a boiling  or  hilP 
ing  noife,  in  quenching  the  ftone,  and  killed  him.  They 
intreated  the  other  to  do  the  fame ; but  he  declined  it,  repre- 
fenting  the  confequcnces  of  his  companion’s  eating.  How- 
ever, they  allured  him,  that  the  food  was  excellent,  and  its 
eff'cifts  only  temporary ; for  that  the  other  would  foon  re- 
cover. His  credulity  was  fuch,  that  he  fwallowcd  the  bait, 
and  (hared  the  fate  of  the  firft.  The  natives  then  cut  them 
in  pieces,  which  they  buried ; and  conferred  the  govern- 
ment of  the  ifiand  on  the  brothers,  as  a reward  for  deliver- 
ing them  from  fuch  monllers.  Their  refidence  was  in  the 
diftridt  called  Whapaeenoo ; and,  to  this  day,  there  remains 
a bread-fiuit  tree,  once  the  property  of  the  Tahccnis,  They 
had  alfo  a woman,  who  lived  with  them,  and  had  two  teeth 
of  a prodigious  fize.  After  they  were  killed,  (lie  lived  at 
the  illand  Otaha,  and,  when  dead,  was  ranked  amongft 
3 their 
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their  deities.  She  did  not  eat  human  flelh,  as  the  men;  *777; 

December. 

but,  from  the  fizc  of  her  teeth,  the  natives  ftill  call  any  » — » — • 
animal  that  has  a fierce  appearance,  or  is  reprefented  with 
large  tulks,  Tabecai. 

Every  one  mull  allow,  that  this  ftory  is  juft  as  natural  as 
that  of  Hercules  deftroying  the  Hydra,  or  the  more  modern 
one  of  Jack  the  giant-killer.  But  I do  not  find,  that  there 
is  any  moral  couched  under  it,  any  more  than  under  moll 
old  fables  of  the  fame  kind,  which  have  been  received  as 
truths  only  during  the  prevalence  of  the  tome  ignorance 
that  marked  the  charafter  of  the  ages  in  which  they  were 
invented.  It,  however,  ljas  not  been  improperly  introduced, 
as  ferving  to  exprefs  the  horror  and  deteftation  entertained 
here,  againft  thofe  who  feed  upon  human  flefh.  And  yer, 
from  fome  circumftances,  I have  been  led  to  think,  that  the 
natives  of  thefe  ifles  were  formerly  cannibals.  Upon  alking 
Omai,  he  denied  it  ftoutly;  yet  mentioned  a fadt,  within  his 
own  knowledge,  which  almoft  confirms  fuch  an  opinion. 

When  the  people  of  Bolabola,  one  time,  defeated  thofe  of 
Huaheine,  a great  number  of  his  kinfmen  were  flain.  But 
one  of  his  relations  had,  afterward,  an  opportunity  of  re- 
venging himfelf,  when  the  Bolabola  men  were  worfted  in 
their  turn,  and  cutting  a piece  out  of  the  thigh  of  one  of 
his  enemies,  he  broiled  and  eat  it.  I have,  alfo,  frequently 
confidercd  the  offering  of  the  perfon’s  eye,  who  is  facrificed, 
to  the  Chief,  as  a veftige  of  a cuftom  which  once  really  ex- 
ifted  to  a greater  extent,  and  is  ftill  commemorated  by  this 
emblematical  ceremony. 

The  being  inverted  with  the  mtiro,  and  the  prefiding  at 
human  tocrifices,  feem  to  be  the  peculiar  charadtcriftics  of 
the  fovereign.  To  thefe,  perhaps,  may  be  added  the  blow- 
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D '7?7-  ing  a conch-lhell,  which  produces  a very  loud  found*  On 
— - hearing  ir,  all  his  fubjects  are  obliged  to  bring  food  of  every 
fort  to  bis  royal  rciidcncc,  in  proportion  to  their  abilities. 
On  fome  other  occafions,  they  carry  their  veneration  for  his 
very  name,  to  an  extravagant  and  very  deftrudtive  pitch.  For 
if,  on  his  accciHon  to  the  tnara , any  words  in  their  language 
be  found  to  have  a refcmblancc  to  it  in  found,  they  are  changed 
for  others  ; and  if  any  man  be  bold  enough  not  to  comply, 
and  continue  to  ufe  thofe  words,  not  only  he,  but  all  his 
relations,  are  immediately  put  to  death.  The  fame  feverity 
is  exercifcd  toward  thofe  who  fhalL  pfefume  to  apply  this 
facred  name  to  any  animal.  And,  agreeably  to  this  cuftom 
of  his  countrymen,  Omai  ufed  to  exprefs  his  indignation, 
that  the  Englifh  fiiould  give  the  names  of  prince  or  princefs 
• to  their  favourite  horfes  or  dogs.  But  while  death  is  the 
puniflunent  for  making  free  with  the  name  of  their  fove- 
reign,  if  abufe  be  only  levelled  at  his  government,  the  of- 
fender cfcapcs  with  the  forfeiture  of  land  and  houfes. 

The  king  never  enters  the  houfe  of  any  of  his  fubjedfs  ; 
but  has,  in  every  diftridt,  where  he  vifits,  houfes  belonging 
to  himfelf.  And  if,  at  any  time,  he  fliould  be  obliged  by 
accident  to  deviate  from  this  rule,  the  houfe  thus  honoured 
with  his  prefence,  and  every  part  of  its  furniture,  is  burnt. 
His  fubjedts  not  only  uncover  to  him,  when  prefent,  down 
to  the  wliftj  but  if  he  be  at  any  particular  place,  a pole, 
having  a piece  of  cloth  tied  to  it,  is  fet  up  fomewhere 
near,  to  which  they  pay  the  fame  honours.  His  brothers 
arc  alfo  intitled  to  the  firft  part  of  the  ceremony ; but  the 
women  only  uncover  to  the  females  of  the  royal  family. 
Inlhort,  they  feem  even  fuperftitious  in  their  refpedl:  to  him, 
and  efteem  his  perfon  little  lefs  than  facred.  And  it  is,  per- 
haps, to  thefe  circumflanccs,  that  he  owes  the  quiet  pof- 
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feflion  of  his  dominions.  For  even  the  people  of  Tiaraboo 
allow  him  the  fame  honours  as  his  right ; though,  at  the 
fame  time,  they  look,  upon  their  own  Chief  as  more  power- 
ful ; and  fay,  that  he  would  fucceed  to  the  government  of 
the  whole  ifland,  fhould  the  prefent  reigning  family  become 
cxtimfl.  This  is  the  more  likely,  as  Waheiadooa  not  only 
poflefles  Tiaraboo,  but  many  dill  riels  of  Opooreanoo.  His 
territories,  therefore,  are  almoft  equal,  in  extent,  to  thofe 
of  Otoo  j and  he  has,  befides,  the  advantage  of  a more  po- 
pulous and  fertile  part  of  the  ifland.  His  fubjetfls,  alfo, 
have  given  proofs  of  their  fuperiority,  by  frequent  victories 
over  thofe  of  Otaheitc-nooe,  whom  they  aflcift  to  fpeak  of 
as  contemptible  warriors,  eafily  to  be  worfted,  if,  at  any 
time,  their  Chief  fhould  with  to  put  it  to  the  tell. 

The  ranks  of  people,  befides  the  Eree  de  hoi,  and  his  fa- 
mily, are  the  Erees,  or  powerful  Chiefs ; the  Manaboone,  or 
vafl'als  ; and  the  Teou,  or  Toutou,  fervants,  or  rather  flaves. 
The  men  of  each  of  thefe,  according  to  the  regular  inflitu- 
tion,  form  their  connections  with  Women  of  their  refpcclivc 
ranks  ; but  if  with  any  inferior  one,  which  frequently  hap- 
pens, and  a child  be  born,  it  is  preferved,  and  has  the  rank 
of  the  father,  unlefs  he  happens  to  be  an  Free,  in  which 
cafe  it  is  killed.  If  a woman  of  condition  fhould  choofe 
an  inferior  perfon  to  officiate  as  a hufband,  the  children  he 
has  by  her  are  killed.  And  if  a Teou  be  caught  in  an  intrigue 
with  a woman  of  the  blood-royal,  he  is  put  to  death.  The 
fon  of  the  Eree  de  hoi  fuccceds  his  father  in  title  and  honours, 
as  foon  as  he  is  born ; but  if  he  fhould  have  no  children,  the 
brother  aflumes  the  government  at  his  death.  In  other  fa- 
milies, pofleffions  always  defeend  to  the  eldeil  fon  j but  he  is 
obliged  to  maintain  his  brothers  and  fillers,  who  arc  allowed 
houles  on  his  eflates. 

Z 2 


The 


The  boundaries  of  the  feveral  diftrifts,  into  which  Ota- 
heite  is  divided,  are,  generally,  either  rivulets,  or  low  hills, 
which,  in  many  places,  jut  out  into  the  fca.  But  the  fub- 
divifions  into  particular  property,  arc  marked  by  large  Hones, 
which  have  remained  from  one  generation  to  another.  The 
removal  of  any  of  thefe  gives  rife  to  quarrels,  which  are  de- 
cided by  arms;  each  party  bringing  his  friends  into  the 
field.  But  if  any  one  complain  to  the  Eret  de  boi,  he  ter- 
minates the  difference  amicably.  This  is  an  offence,  how- 
ever, not  common  ; and  long  cuftom  feems  to  fecure  pro- 
perty here  as  effetflually,  as  the  mod  fevere  laws  do  in  other 
countries.  In  conformity  alfo  to  ancient  practice  eftablillied 
amongft  them,  crimes  of  a lefs  general  nature  are  left  to  be 
punifhed  by  the  fufferer,  without  referring  them  to  a fupe- 
rior.  In  this  cafe,  they  feem  to  think,  that  the  injured  per- 
fon  will  judge  as  equitably  as  thofe  who  are  totally  uncon- 
cerned ; and  as  long  cuftom  has  allotted  certain  punifh- 
ment9  for  crimes  of  different  forts,  he  is  allowed  to  inflift 
them,  without  being  amenable  to  any  other  perfon.  Thus, 
if  any  one  be  caught  Healing,  which  is  commonly  done  in 
the  night,  the  proprietor  of  the  goods  may  put  the  thief  in- 
ftantly  to  death;  and  if  any  one  fhould  inquire  of  him 
after  the  deccafed,  it  is  fuffirient  to  acquit  him,  if  he  only 
inform  them  of  the  provocation  he  had  to  kill  him.  But 
fo  fevere  a punilhment  is  feldom  inflifled,  unlefs  the  articles 
that  are  ftolen  be  reckoned  very  valuable ; fuch  as  breaft- 
plates,  and  plaited  hair.  If  only  cloth,  or  even  hogs  be 
ftolen,  and  the  thief  efcape,  upon  his  being  afterward  dif- 
covered,  if  he  promife  to  return  the  fame  number  of  pieces 
of  doth,  or  of  hogs,  no  farther  punilhment  is  inflidled. 
Sometimes,  after  keeping  out  of  the  way  for  a few  days,  he 
is  forgiven,  or,  at  moft,  gets  a flight  beating.  If  a perfon 
i kill 
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kill  another  in  a quarrel,  the  friends  of  the  deceafed  af- 
femble,  and  engage  the  furvivor  and  his  adherents.  If  — »— 

they  conquer,  they  take  poileffion  of  the  houfe,  lands,  and 
goods  of  the  other  party  j but  if  conquered,  the  reverfe 
takes  place.  If  a Manabeone  kill  the  Toutou,  or  Have  of  a 
Chief,  the  latter  fends  people  to  take  poffeflion  of  the  lands 
and  houfe  of  the  former,  who  flies  either  to  fome  other 
part  of  the  ifland,  or  to  fome  of  the  neighbouring  iflands. 

After  fome  months  he  returns,  and  finding  his  flock  of 
hogs  much  increased,  be  offers  a large  prefect  of  thefc,  with 
fome  red  feathers,  and  other  valuable  articles,  to  the  Toutou’s 
mailer,  who  generally  accepts  the  compenfation,  and  per- 
mits him  to  repoflefs  his  houfe  and  lands.  This  practice  is 
the  height  of  venality  and  injuflicc ; and  the  flayer  of  the 
flave  feems  to  be  under  no  farther  neccflity  of  absconding, 
than  to  impofc  upon  the  lower  clafs  of  people  who  arc  the 
fufferers.  For  it  docs  not  appear,  that  the  Chief  has  the  lead 
power  to  punifh  this  Manahoone;  but  the  whole  management 
marks  a collufion  between  him  and  his  fuperior,  to  gratify 
the  revenge  of  the  former,  and  the  avarice  of  the  latter. 

Indeed,  we  need  not  wonder  that  the  killing  of  a man 
fhould  be  confidered  as  fo  venial  an  offence,  amongft  a people 
who  do  not  confider  it  as  any  crime  at  all,  to  murder  their 
own  children.  When,  talking  to  them  about  fuch  inftances 
of  unnatural  cruelty,  and  alking,  whether  the  Chiefs  or  ' 
principal  people  were  not  angry,  and  did  not  punifh  them  ? 

1 was  told,  that  the  Chief  neither  could  nor  would  interfere 
in  fuch  cafes ; and  that  every  one  had  a right  to  do  with 
his  own  child  what  he  pleafed.  . > 

Though  the  productions,  the  people,  and  the  cuftoms 
and  manners  of  all  the  iflands  in  the  neighbourhood,  may, 
in  general,  be  reckoned  the  fame  as  at  Otaheite,  there  are 

a few 
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• >777-  a few  differences  which  (hould  be  mentioned ; as  this  may 

Dec  cm  be.  J 

v — » < lead  to  an  inquiry  about  more  material  ones  hereafter,  if 

fuch  there  be,  of  which  we  are  now  ignorant. 

With  regard  to  the  little  illand  Mataia,  or  Ofnaburgh 
Illand,  which  lies  twenty  leagues  Eaft  of  Otaheite,  and  be- 
longs to  a Chief  of  that  place,  who  gets  from  thence  a kind 
of  tribute;  a different  dialeft  from  that  of  Otaheite  is 
there  fpoken.  The  men  of  Mataia  all'o  wear  their  hair 
very  long ; and,  when  they  fight,  cover  their  arms  with  a 
fubftancc  which  is  befet  with  fharks  teeth,  and  their  bodies 
with  a fort  of  fhagreen,  being  Ikin  of  fifties.  At  the  fame 
time,  they  are  ornamented  with  polilhed  pearl  fhells,  which 
make  a prodigious  glittering  in  the  fun  ; and  they  have  a 
very  large  one,  that  covers  them  before,  like  a ftiield  or 
breaft-plate. 

The  language  of  Otaheite  has  many  words,  and  even 
phrafes,  quite  unlike  thofe  of  the  iflands  to  the  Weftward  of 
it,  which  all  agree ; and  it  is  remarkable  for  producing  great 
quantities  of  that  delicious  fruit  we  called  apples,  which 
are  found  in  none  of  the  others,  except  Eimeo.  It  has  alfo 
the  advantage  of  producing  an  odoriferous  wood,  called 
rahoi,  which  is  highly  valued  at  the  other  ifics  where  there 
is  none  ; nor  even  in  the  South  Eaft  peninfula,  or  Tiaraboo, 
though  joining  it.  Huaheine  and  Eimeo,  again,  arc  re- 
markable for  producing  greater  quantities  of  yams  than 
the  other  iflands.  And  at  Mourooa,  there  is  a particular 
bird,  found  upon  the  hills,  much  efteemed  for  its  white 
feathers ; at  which  place  there  is  alfo  faid  to  be  fome  of  the 
apples,  though  it  be  the  moft  remote  of  the  Society  Iflands 
from  Otaheite  and  Eimeo,  where  they  are  produced. 

Though  the  religion  of  all  the  iflands  be  the  fame,  each 
of  them  has  its  particular,  or  tutelar  God ; Whofc  names, 
2 according 
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according  to  the  bell  information  I could  receive,  are  fet 
down  in  the  following  lift  : , > — 


Gods  of  the  Ifes. 

Huaheine,.  Tame. 

Ulietea,  Ohio. 

Otaha,  Tonne. 

Bolabola,  Oraa. 

Mourooa,  Otoo,  ce  tceiaboo. 

Toobaee,  Tamouee. 

Tabooymanoo,  or 
Saunders’s  Ifland,' 
which  is  fubjetfl  Taroa. 
to  Huaheine, 

Eimeo,  Orm  hadoo. 

SOtaheite  7 

„„„„  \Ooroo. 
nooe,  J 


• Tiaraboo, 


Mataia,  or  Ofna-  ? , , , . D 

, , , > fooboo,  toouocai,  Ry  rnaraiva. 

burgh  Ifland,  J J 

The  low  ifles,  Eaft-  ) _ 


. , f whom  they  have  late 

( Opoonooa , andl  ‘ 


UTatootecrce, 


changed  for  Oraa, 
God  of  Bolabola. 


1 Tammaree. 


Belides  the  duller  of  high  iflands  from  Mataia  to  Mou- 
rooa inclufive,  the  people  of  Otahcite  are  acquainted  with 
a low  uninhabited  ifland,  which  they  name  Mopeeha,  and 
feems  to  be  Howe’s  Ifland,  laid  down  to  the  YVcftward  of 
Mourooa  in  our  late  charts  of  this  ocean.  To  this  the  in- 
habitants of  the  moft  leeward  iflands  fometimes  go.  There 

are-. 
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arc  alfo  fcvcral  low  iflands,  to  the  North  Eaflward  of  Ota- 
heite,  which  they  have  fomctime3  vifited,  but  not  conflant- 
lys  and  are  faid  to  be  only  at  the  diflancc  of  two  days  fail 
with  a fair  wind.  They  were  thus  named  to  me : 

Mataeeva, 

f called  Oannah  in  Ealrymple’s  Letter  to 
Oanaa,  ^ Hawkcfworth. 

Taboohoe, 

Awehcc, 

Kaoora, 

Orootooa, 

Otavaoo,  where  are  large  pearls. 

The  inhabitants  of  thefe  ides  come  more  frequently  to 
Otaheite,  and  the  other  neighbouring  high  iflands,  from 
whofe  natives  they  differ  in  being  of  a darker  colour,  with 
a fiercer  afpecl,  and  differently  puniSlured.  I was  informed, 
that  at  Mataeeva,  and  others  of  them,  it  is  a cuflom  for  the 
men  to  give  their  daughters  to  ftrangers  who  arrive  amongfl 
them  ; but  the  pairs  mult  be  five  nights  lying  near  each 
other,  without  prefuming  to  proceed  farther.  On  the  fixth 
evening,  the  father  of  the  young  woman  treats  his  gueft 
with  food,  and  informs  his  daughter,  that  flie  muft,  that 
night,  receive  him  as  her  hufband.  The  flranger,  how- 
ever, mull  not  offer  to  exprefs  the  leaft  diflike,  though  the 
bed-fellow  allotted  to  him  lhould  be  ever  fo  difagreeable  s 
for  this  is  confidered  as  an  unpardonable  affront,  and  is 
puniflied  with  death.  Forty  men  of  Bolabola,  who,  in- 
cited by  curiofity,  had  roamed  as  far  as  Mataeeva  in  a 
canoe,  were  treated  in  this  manner  •,  one  of  them  having 
incautioully  mentioned  his  diflike  of  the  woman  who  fell 
to  his  lot,  in  ihe  hearing  of  a boy  who  informed  her  fa- 
ther. 
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tlicr.  In  confequence  of  this,  the  Matecvans  fell  upon  them  ; Dr'c^,fc 

hut  thefc  warlike  people  killed  three  times  their  own  num-  «■ — • 

berj  though  with  the  lofs  of  all  their  party,  except  five. 

Thefe  hid  themfclves  in  the  woods,  and  took,  an  opportu- 
nity, when  the  others  were  burying  their  dead,  to  enter 
fome  houfes,  where,  having  provided  themfclves  with  vic- 
tuals and  water,  they  carried  them  on  board  a canoe,  in 
which  they  made  their  cfcapc ; and,  after  palling  Mataia,  at 
which  they  would  not  touch,  at  laft  arrived  fafe  at  Eimco. 

The  Bolabolans,  however,  were  fenfible  enough  that  their 
travellers  had  been  to  blame  ; for  a canoe  from  Mateeva, 
arriving  fome  time  after  at  Bolabola,  fo  far  were  they  from 
retaliating  upon  them  for  the  death  of  their  countrymen, 
that  they  acknowledged  they  had  deferred  their  fate,  and 
•treated  their  vifxters  kindly. 

Thefe  low  ifles  are,  doubtlefs,  the  fartheft  navigation, 
which  thofe  of  Otaheite,  and  the  Society  Iflands,  perform  at 
prefent.  It  feems  to  be  a groundlefs  fuppofition,  made  by 
Monf.  de  Bougainville,  that  they  made  voyages  of  the  pro- 
digious extent*  he  mentions ; for  I found,  that  it  is  reckoned 
a l'ort  of  a prodigy,  that  a canoe,  once  driven  by  a llorin 
from  Otaheite,  fhould  have  fallen  in  with  Mopeeha,  or 
Howe’s  Ifland,  though  fo  near,  and  direflly  to  leeward.  The 
knowledge  they  have  of  other  dillant  illands  is,  no  doubt, 
traditional;  and  has  been  communicated  to  them  by  the 
natives  of  thofe  illands,  driven  accidentally  upon  their  coalts, 
who,"  bcfidcs  giving  them  the  names,  could  eafily  inform 
them  of  the  direction  in  which  the  places  lie  from  whence 
they  came,  and  of  the  number  of  days  they  had  been  upon 

• See  Bouc  unviile's  Voyage  auteur  du  Monde  > p.  218.  where  wc  arc  told,  that  thefe 
people  fometimes  navigate  at  the  diftance  of  more  than  three  hundred  leagues. 

Vol.  II.  A a the 
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the  fea.  In  this  manner,  it  may  be  fuppofcd,  that  the  na- 
tives of  Wateeoo  have  inereafed  their  catalogue  by  the  ad- 
dition of  Otaheite  and  its  neighbouring  ifles,  from  the  people 
we  met  with  there,  and  alfo  of  the  other  iflands  thefe  had 
heard  of.  We  may  thus  account  for  that  extenfivc  know- 
ledge attributed,  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  Endeavour  *,  to 
Tupia,  in  fuch  matters.  And,  with  all  due  deference  to  his 
veracity,  I prefumc  that  it  was,  by  the  fame  means  of  in- 
formation, that  he  was  able  to  dire«5t  the  fhip  to  Ohetcroa, 
without  having  ever  been  there  himfclf,  as  be  pretended  ■, 
which,  on  many  accounts,  is  very  improbable.” 

• Hawkcfworth’s  Collection,  Vol.  ii.  p.  278. 
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CHAP.  X. 

Progrefs  of  the  Voyage , after  leaving  the  Society  Ifiandt. — 
Cbriflmas  If  and  difcovered , and  Station  of  the  Ships 
there. — Boats  fent  afoore. — Great  Succefs  in  catching 
Turtle . — An  Eclipfe  of  the  Sun  cbferved. — Difrefs  of 
two  Seamen  who  had  lofi  their  Way. — Infcription  left 
in  a Bottle. — Account  of  the  If  and. — Its  Soil. — Trees 
and  Plants. — Birds. — Its  Size. — Form. — Situation. — 
Anchoring  Ground. 

o 

AFTER  leaving  Bolabola,  I fleered  to  the  Northward, 

clofe-'hawled,  with  the  wind  between  North  F.aft  and  ■ • 

Eaft;  hardly  ever  having  it  to  the  Southward  of  Eaft,  till  Monday  8' 
after  we  had  eroded  the  line,  and  had  gdt  into  North  lati- 
tudes. So  that  our  courfe,  made  good,  was  always  to  the 
Weft  of  North,  and,  fometimes,  no  better  than  North  Well. 

Though  feventeen  months  had  now  elapfed  fince  our  de- 
parture from  England,  during  which,  we  had  not,  upon 
the  whole,  been  unprofitably  employed,  I was  fcnflble  that, 
with  regard  to  the  principal  object  of  my  inftnnffions,  our 
voyage  was,  at  this  time,  only  beginning;  and,  therefore, 
my  attention  to  every  circumftancc  that  might  contribute 
toward  our  fafety,  and  our  ultimate  fucccls,  was  now  to  be 
called  forth  anew.  With  this  view  I had  examined  into  the 
Hate  of  our  provifions  at  the  laft  iflands  ; and,  as  foon  as 
I had  left  them,  and  got  beyond  the  extent  of  my  former  dif 
A a a coverics, 
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„ '7? 7-  covcries,  I ordered  a furvey  to  be  taken  of  all  the  boat- 
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v— — i fwain’s  and  carpenter’s  (lores  that  were  in  the  (hips,  that  I 
might  be  fully  informed  of  the  quantity,  (late,  and  condition 
of  every  article ; and,  by  that  means,  know  how  to  ufe  them 
to  the  greateft  advantage. 

Before  I failed  from  the  Society  Blands,  I loft  no  opportu- 
nity of  inquiring  of  the  inhabitants,  if  there  were  any  illands 
in  a North  or  a North  Weft  direction  from  them  ; but  I did 
not  find  that  they  knew  of  any.  Nor  did  we  meet  with  any 
thing  that  indicated  the  vicinity  of  land,  till  we  came  to 
about  the  latitude  of  8*  South,  where  we  began  to  fee  birds; 
fuch  as  boobies,  tropic  and  men-of-war-birds,  tern,  and 
fomc  other  forts.  At  this  time,  our  longitude  was  205*  Eaft. 
Mendana,  in  his  firft  voyage  in  1568*,  difeovered  an  illancl 
which  he  named  Ida  dc  jefus,  in  latitude  6°  45'  South,  and 
1450  leagues  from  Callao,  which  is  200'  Eaft  longitude  from 
• Greenwich.  Wc  crofted  this  latitude  near  a hundred  leagues 
to  the  Eaftward  of  this  longitude,  and  faw  there  many  of 
the  above-mentioned  birds  ; which  arc  feldom  known  to  go 
very  far  from  land. 

Monday  a:.  In  the  night,  between  the  22d  and  23d,  we  crofted  the 

TuefJay  aj.  jjne  jn  thc  longitude  of  203'  15'  Eaft.  I Icrc  the  variation  of 
the  compafs  was  6 ’ 30'  Eaft  nearly. 

Wednef.aa.  On  the  24th,  about  half  an  hour  after  day-break,  land 
was  difeovered  bearing  North  Eaft  by  Eaft,  half  Eaft.  Upon 
a nearer  approach,  it  was  found  to  be  one  of  thole  low 
iflatids  fo  common  in  this  ocean  ; that  is,  a narrow  bank  of 
land  inclofing  the  fea  Within.  A few  cocoa-nut  trees  were 
fecn  in  two  or  three  places  ; but,  in  general,  the  land  had 
a very  barren  appearance.  At  noon,  it  extended  from  North 
Eaft  by  Eaft,  to  South  by  Eaft,  half  Eaft,  about  four  miles 

* See  Dal rym pic’s  Collection,  VoLi.  p.  45. 
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Digitized  by  Google 


THE  PACIFIC  OCEAN.  i8x 

diftant.  The  wind  was  at  Eaft  South  Eaft ; Co  that  we  were  „ 1 777- 
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under  a nccemty  of  making  a few  boards,  to  get  up  to  the  u— < 
lee,  or  Weft  fide ; where  we  found  from  forty  to  twenty  and 
fourteen  fathoms  water,  over  a bottom  of  fine  fand ; the 
leaft  depth  about  half  a mile  from  the  breakers,  and  the 
greateft  about  one  mile.  The  meeting  with  foundings  de- 
termined me  to  anchor,  with  a view  to  try  to  get  fome 
turtle ; for  the  ifiand  feemed  be  a likely  place  to  meet  with 
them,  and  to  be  without  inhabitants.  Accordingly,  we 
dropped  anchor  in  thirty  fathoms  ; and  then  a boat  was 
difpatchcd  to  examine  whether  it  was  practicable  to  land  ; 
of  which  1 had  fome  doubt,  as  the  fca  broke  in  a dreadful 
furf  all  along  the  fiiore.  When  the  boat  returned,  the  of- 
ficer, whom  1 had  intruded  with  this  examination,  reported 
to  me,  that  he  could  fee  no  place  where  a boat  could  land  ; 
but  that  there  was  great  abundance  of  fifli  in  the  flioal  water, 
without  the  breakers. 

At  day-break,  the  next  morning,  I fent  two  boats,  one  from  Th>rfja}r2j. 
each  Ih ip,  to  fearch  more  accurately  for  a landing-place; 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  two  others,  to  filh  at  a grappling 
near  the  fliore.  Thefc  laft  returned  about  eight  o’clock, 
with  upward  of  two  hundred  weight  of  fiih.  Encouraged 
by  this  fuccefs,  they  were  difpatchcd  again  after  breakfaft  ; 
and  I then  went  in  another  boat,  to  take  a view  of  the  coafl, 
and  attempt  landing;  but  this  I found  to  be  wholly  im- 
practicable. Toward  noon,  the  two  boats,  fent  on  the  fame 
i'carch,  returned.  The  mailer,  who  was  in  that  belonging 
to  the  Ucfolution,  reported  to  me,  that,  about  a league  and 
a half  to  the  North,  was  a break  in  the  land,  and  a channel 
into  the  lagoon,  confcquenily,  that  there  was  a fit  place  tot- 
landing  ; and  that  he  had  found  the  fame  foundings  off 
this  entrance,  as  we  had  where  we  now  lay.  In  confe- 

qucnce 
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S> Umber  <luence  *his  report  the  (hips  weighed  anchor,  and,  after 
<— ■v- — < two  or  three  trips,  came  to  again  in  twenty  fathoms  water, 
over  a bottom  of  fine  dark  fand,  before  a fmall  ifland  that 
lies  at  the  entrance  of  the  lagoon ; and  on  each  fide  of  which 
there  is  a channel  leading  into  it;  but  only  fit  for  boats.  The 
water  in  the  lagoon  itfelf  is  all  very  (hallow. 

Friday  26.  On  the  2dth,  in  the  morning,  I ordered  Captain  Clerke  to 
fend  a boat,  with  an  officer,  to  the  South  Eaft  part  of  the  la- 
goon, to  look  for  turtle ; and  Mr.  King  and  I went  each  in 
a boat  to  the  North  Eall  part.  I intended  to  have  gone  to 
the  mod  Eallcrly  extremity ; but  the  wind  blew  too  frefh  to 
allow  it,  and  obliged  us  to  land  more  to  leeward,  on  a fandy 
flat,  where  we  caught  one  turtle ; the  only  one  that  we  faw 
in  the  lagoon.  We  walked,  or  rather  waded,  through  the 
water,  to  an  ifland ; where  finding  nothing  but  a few  birds, 
I left  it,  and  proceeded  to  the  land  that  bounds  the  fea  to  the 
North  Weft,  leaving  Mr.  King  to  obferve  the  fun’s  meridian 
altitude.  I found  this  land  to  be  even  more  barren  than  the 
ifland  I had  been  upon ; but  walking  over  to  the  fea-coaft,  I 
faw  five  turtles  clofe  to  the  Ihore.  One  of  thefe  we  caught, 
and  the  reft  made  their  efcapc.  Not  feeing  any  more,  1 re- 
turned on  board,  as  did  Mr.  King  foon  after,  without  having 
feen  one  turtle.  We,  however,  did  not  dcfpair  of  getting 
a fupply ; for  fonic  of  Captain  Clerkc's  officers,  who  had 
been  alliore  on  the  land  to  the  Southward  of  the  channel 
leading  in  to  the  lagoon,  had  been  more  fortunate,  and  caught 
fcvcral  there. 

Saturday.-;.  1,1  thc  morning  of  the  27th,  the  pinnace  and  cutter, 
under  the  command  of  Mr.  King,  were  fent  to  the  South 
Eaft  part  of  the  ifland,  within  the  lagoon-,  and  the  fmall  cut- 
ter to  the  Northward,  where  I had  been  the  day  before ; 
a both 
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both  parties  being  ordered  upon  the  fame  fervice,  to  catch 

turtle.  Captain  Clerke  having  had  fome  of  his  people  on  v — • 

Ihore  all  night,  they  had  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  turn  be- 
tween forty  and  fifty  on  the  fand,  which  were  brought  on. 
board,  with  all  expedition,  this  day.  And  in  the  after- 
noon, the  party  I had  fent  Northward  returned  with  fix. 

They  were  Cent  back  again,  and  remained  there  till  we  left 
the  ifland  ; having  in  general  pretty  good  fucccfs. 

On  the  28th,  I landed,  in  company  with  Mr.  Bayly,  on  the  Sunday ss. 
ifland  which  lies  between  the  two  channels  into  the  lagoon, 
to  prepare  the  telefcopes  for  obferving  the  approaching 
cclipfe  of  the  fun  ; which  was  one  great  inducement  to  my 
anchoring  here.  About  noon,  Mr.  King  returned  with  one 
boat,  and  eight  turtles;  leaving  feven  behind  to  he  brought, 
by  the  other  boat,  whofe  people  were  employed  in  catching 
more;  and,  in  the  evening,  the  fame  boat  was  fent  with 
water  and  provifions  for  them.  Mr.  Williamfon  now  went 
to  fuperintend  this  duty  in  the  room  of  Mr.  King,  who  re- 
mained on  board,  to  attend  the  obfervation  of  the  eclipfe. 

The  next  day,  Mr.  Williamfon  difpatched  the  two  boats. 
back  to  the  fhip,  laden  with  turtle.  At  the  fame  time,  he 
fent  me  a meflage,  defiring,  that  the  boats  might  be  ordered 
round  by  fea,  as  he  had  found  a landing-place  on  the  South 
Eaftfide  of  the  ifland,  where  mod  of  the  turtle  were  caught ; 
fo  that,  by  fending  the  boats  thither,  the  trouble  would  be 
faved  of  carrying  them  over  the  land  to  the  infide  of  the  ta- 
goon,  as  had  been  hitherto  done.  The  boats  were,  accord- 
ingly, difpatched  to  the  place  which  he  pointed  out. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  the  day  when  the  eclipfe  Tucfdayjo, 
was  to  happen,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Bayly,  and  myfelf,  went 
afliorc,  on  the  fmall  ifland  above-mentioned,  to  attend  the 

obfervation. 
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'777-  obfervation.  The  fky  was  over-cad,  till  pad  nine  o’clock, 

' 'll'—  when  the  clouds  about  the  lun  difperfed  long  enough  to 
take  its  altitude,  to  rectify  the  time  by  the  watch  we  made 
ufe  of.  After  this,  it  was  again  obfeured,  till  about  thirty 
minutes  pad  nine;  and  then  we  found,  that  the  eclipfe  was 
begun.  We  now  fixed  the  micrometers  to  the  tclefcopes, 
and  obferved,  or  meafured,  the  uncclipfcd  part  of  the  fun’s 
dilk.  At  thefe  obfervations,  1 continued  about  three-quarters 
of  an  hour  before  the  end,  when  1 left  off;  being,  in  fact, 
unable  to  continue  them  longer,  on  account  of  the  great 
heat  of  the  fun,  incrcafcd  by  the  reflection  from  the  fand. 


The  fun  was  clouded  at  times ; but  it  was  clear,  when 
the  eclipfe  ended,  the  time  of  which  was  obferved  as 
follows : 


It.  M.  S. 

(Mr.  Bayly  1 f o s6  3 1 

By  \ Mr.  King  > at  j o 26  1 > Apparent  Time  P.  M. 

(hlyfelf  J i o 25  37  J 

Mr.  Bayly  and  I obferved  with  the  large  achromatic  telc- 

fcopes  ; and  Mr.  King  with  a refledtor.  As  Mr.  Bayly’s  tele~ 
fcope  and  mine  were  of  the  fame  magnifying  power,  I 
ought  not  to  have  differed  fo  much  from  him  as  I did.  Per- 
haps, it  was,  in  part,  if  not  wholly,  owing  to  a protube- 
rance in  the  moon,  which  efcaped  my  notice,  but  was  feen 
by  both  the  other  gentlemen. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  boats  and  turtling  party,  at  the 
South  Had  part  of  the  ifland,  all  returned  on  board,  except 
a fcaman  belonging  to  the  Difcovery,  who  had  been  miffing 
two  days.  There  were  two  of  them  at  fird,  who  had  lod 
their  way  ; but  difagreeing  about  the  mod  probable  track  to 
bring  them  back  to  their  companions,  they  had  feparated.; 

. and 
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and  one  of  them  joined  the  party,  after  having  been  ab- 

fent  twenty-four  hours,  and  been  in  great  diilrefs.  Not  <> — . — * 

a drop  of  frella  water  could  be  had,  for  there  is  none  upon 

the  whole  ifland  : nor  was  there  a fingle  cocoa-nut  tree  on 

that  part  of  it.  In  order  to  allay  his  third,  he  had  rccourfe 

to  the  Angular  expedient  of  killing  turtle,  and  drinking 

their  blood.  His  mode  of  refrelhing  hinifclf,  when  weary, 

of  which  he  faid  he  felt  the  good  efiedts,  was  equally  whim- 

fical.  He  undrefled  himfelf,  and  lay  down  for  fome  time  in 

the  lhallow  water  upon  the  beach. 

It  was  a matter  of  furprize  to  every  one,  how  thefc  two 
men  could  contrive  tolofe  themfelves.  The  land  over  which  . 
they  had  to  travel,  from  the  fea-coaft  to  the  lagoon , where 
the  boats  lay,  was  not  more  than  three  miles  acrofs  ; nor 
was  there  any  thing  to  obflrudt  their  view ; for  the  country 
was  a flat,  with  a few  Ihrubs  fcattcrcd  upon  it ; and,  from 
many  parts  of  it,  the  malls  of  the  fhips  could  eafily  be  feen. 

But  this  was  a rule  of  direction  they  never  once  thought  of; 
nor  did  they  recollect  in  what  quarter  of  the  ifland  the  fliips 
had  anchored  ; and  they  were  as  much  at  a lofs  how  to  get 
back  to  them,  or  to  the  party  they  had  draggled  from,  as  if 
they  had  but  jufl  dropped  from  the  clouds.  Confidcring 
how  flrange  a fet  of  beings  the  generality  of  feamen  arc, 
when  on  lhore,  inflead  of  being  Unprized  that  thefe  two 
tnen  Ihould  thus  lofe  their  way,  it  is  rather  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  no  more  of  the  party  were  milling.  Indeed,  one 
of  thole  who  landed  with  me,  was  in  a ftmilar  fltuation ; but 
he  had  fagacity  enough  to  know  that  the  fliips  were  to  lee- 
ward, and  got  on  board  almoll  as  foon  as  it  was^  difeovered 
that  he  had  been  left  behind. 

Vol.  n.  B b As 
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De«mb«  As  foon  as  Captain  Clerke  knew,  that  one  of  the  flragglers 

< was  flill  in  this  awkward  iituation,  he  fent  a party  in  fearch 

v of  him ; but  neither  the  man  nor  the  party  having  come 
wednef.  ji.  back,  the  next  morning,  I ordered  two  boats  into  the  lagoon, 
to  go  different  ways,  in  profecution  of  the  fearch.  Not  long 
after,  Captain  Clerkc's  party  returned  with  their  loft  compa- 
nion ; and  my  boats  having  now  no  objc«5t  left,  I called 
them  back  by  fignal.  This  poor  fellow  muft  have  fuffered 
far  greater  diftrefs  than  the  other  ftragglcr;  not  only  as 
having  been  loft  a longer  time,  but  as  wc  found  that  he 
was  too  fqueamifli  to  drink  turtle’s  blood. 

Having  fome  cocoa-nuts  and  yams  on  board,  in  a ftate  of 
vegetation,  1 ordered  them  to  be  planted  on  the  little  ifland 
where  we  had  obferved  the  eclipfc  ; and  fome  melon-feeds 
were  fown  in  another  place.  I alfo  left,  on  the  little  ifland, 
a bottle  containing  this  infeription  : 

Georgius  fortius,  Rex,  31  Dccembris,  I “77- 
t Re/olution,  yac.  Cook,  Pr. 

‘UeS  l Dijcovery,  Car.  Clerke,  Pr. 

January  Junuai7  17i^'  1 lent  boats  to  bring  on  board 

Thurfday  i.  all  our  parties  from  the  land,  and  the  turtle  they  had 
caught.  Before  this  was  completed,  it  was  late  in  the  after- 
noon ; fo  that  1 did  not  think  proper  to  fail  till  next  morning. 

, We  got  at  this  ifland,  to  both  Ihips,  about  three  hundred 

turtle,  weighing,  one  with  another,  about  ninety  or  a hun- 
dred pounds.  They  were  all  of  the  green  kind ; and  per- 
haps as  good  as  any  in  the  world.  We  alfo  caught,  with 
hook  and  line,  as  much  fifh  as  we  could  confutne,  during 
our  flay.  They  confided  principally  of  cavalries,  of  dif- 
ferent fizes ; large  and  fmaU  fnappers ; and  a few  of  two 

forts 
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forts  of  rock-filh:  one  with  numerous  fpots  of  blue,  and  ,l77?- 

’ 1 January. 

the  other  with  whitifli  freaks  fcattcrcd  about.  >- — »— < 


The  foil  of  this  ifland,  in  fomc  places,  is  light  and  black, 
evidently  compofed  of  decayed  vegetables,  the  dung  of  birds, 
and  fand.  There  arc  other  places  again,  where  nothing 
but  marine  productions,  fuch  as  broken  coral  Hones,  and 
Ihells,  arc  to  be  feen.  Thefe  are  depolked  in  long,  nar- 
row ridges,  lying  in  a parallel  direction  with  the  fea-coall, 
not  unlike  a ploughed  field;  and  mult  have  been  thrown 
up  by  the  waves,  though,  at  this  time,  they  do  not  reach 
within  a.  mile  of  fome  of  tlicfe  places.  This  feems  to 
furnifh  an  incontcllable  proof,  that  the  illand  has  been  pro- 
duced by  acceifions  from  the  fea,  and  is  in  a Hate  of  in- 
create  ; for  not  only  the  broken  pieces  of  coral,  but  many 
of  the  Ihells,  are  too  heavy  and  large  to  have  been  brought 
by  any  birds,  from  the  beach,  to  the  places  where  they  now 
lie.  Not  a drop  of  frefh  water  was  any  where  found,  though 
frequently  dug  for.  We  met  with  fevcral  ponds  of  fait 
water,  which  had  no  vifible  communication  with  the  tea, 
and  mult,  therefore,  in  all  probability,  be  filled  by  the  water 
filtrating  through  the  fand,  in  high  tides.  One  of  the  loft 
men  found  fome  fait  on  the  South  Eaft  part  of  the  illand. 
Put,  though  this  was  an  article  of  which  v/c  were  in  want, 
a man  who  could  lolc  himtelf,  as  he  did,  and,  not  know 
whether  he  was  travelling  Eaft,  Weft,  North,  or  South,  was 
not  to  be  depended  upon  as  a fit  guide  to  conduct  us  to  the 
place. 

There  were  not  the  fmallell  traces  of  any  human  being 
having  ever  been  here  before  us  ; and,  indeed,  ihould  any 
one  be  fo  unfortunate  as  to  be  accidentally  driven  upon  the 
illand,  or  left  there,  it  is  hard  to  fay,  time  lie  could  be  able 
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to  prolong  exigence.  There  is,  indeed,  abundance  of  birds 
and  fi(h ; but  no  viliblc  means  of  allaying  third,  nor  any 
vegetable  that  could  fupply  the  place  of  bread,  or  corrcdt 
the  bad  efledts  of  an  animal  diet;  which,  in  all  probability, 
would  foon  prove  fatal  alone.  On  the  few  cocoa-trees  upon 
the  itland,  the  number  of  which  did  not  exceed  thirty,  very 
little  fruit  was  found;  and,  in  general,  what  was  found, 
was  either  not  fully  grown,  or  had  the  juice  fait,  or 
brackifh.  So  that  a fhip  touching  here,  mud  cxpedl  nothing 
but  ddi  and  turtle ; and  of  thefe  an  abundant  fupply  may 
be  depended  upon. 

On  fome  parts  of  the  land  were  a few  low  trees.  Mr. 
Anderfon  gave  me  an  account,  alfo,  of  two  fmall  fhrubs, 
and  of  two  or  three  fmall  plants ; all  which  we  had  fecn  on 
Palmerdon’s  Ifland,  and  Otakootaia.  There  was  alfo  a fpe- 
cies  of  fuUy  or  Indian  mallow;  a fort  of  purflain  ; and  ano- 
ther fmall  plant,  that  feemed,  from  its  leaves,  a mjembryan- 
tbenum ; with  two  fpecies  of  grafs.  But  each  of  thefe  vege- 
table productions  was  in  fo  fmall  a quantity,  and  grew  with 
fo  much  languor,  that  one  is  almod  furprized  that  the  fpecies 
do  not  become  extinct. 

Under  the  low  trees  above-mentioned,  fat  infinite  num- 
bers of  a new  fpecies  of  tern,  or  egg-bird.  Thefe  arc  black 
above,  and  white  below,  with  a white  arch  on  the  fore- 
head ; and  are  rather  larger  than  the  common  noddy.  Moft 
of  them  had  lately  hatched  their  young  ; which  lay  under 
old  ones,  upon  the  bare  ground.  The  red  had  eggs  ; 
of  which  they  only  lay  one,  larger  than  that  of  a pigeon, 
bluilh  and  fpeckled  with  black.  There  were  alfo  a good 
many  common  boobies;'  a fort  that  arc  almofl  like  a gan- 
nct;  and  a footy,  or  chocolate-coloured  one,  with  a white 
i belly. 
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belly.  To  this  lift  we  mult  add  men-of- war- birds  j tropic- 

birds  ; curlews  ; fand  pipers  ; a fmall  land-bird  like  a v — v— — * 

hedge-fparrow ; land-crabs  ; fmall  lizards ; and  rats. 

As  we  kept  our  Chriftmas  here,  I called  this  difeovery 
Chriftmas  Ifland.  I judge  it  to  be  about  fifteen  or  twenty 
leagues  in  circumference.  It  feemed  to  be  of  a femicir- 
cular  form  ; or  like  the  moon  in  the  laft  quarter,  the  two 
horns  being  the  North  and  South  points  j which  bear  from 
each  other  nearly  North  by  Eaft,  and  South  by  Weft,  four 
or  five  leagues  diftant.  This  Weft  fide,  or  the  little  ifle  at 
the  entrance  into  the  lagoon,  upon  which  we  obferved  the 
eclipfe,  lies  in  the  latitude  of  1°  39'  North,  and  in  the  lon- 
gitude of  202*  30'  Eaft,  determined  by  a confiderable  num- 
ber of  lunar  obfervations,  which  differed  only  7'  from  the 
time-keeper  ; it  being  fo  much  lefs.  The  variation  of  the 
compafs  was  b°  224/  Eaft ; and  the  dip  of  the  North  end  of 
the  needle  1 1°  54'. 

Chriftmas  Ifland,  like  mod  others  in  this  ocean,  is  bounded 
by  a reef  of  coral  rocks,  which  extends  but  a little  way 
from  the  fliorc.  Farther  out  than  this  reef,  on  the  Weft  fide, 
is  a bank  of  fine  fand,  extending  a mile  into  the  fea.  On 
this  bank  is  good  anchorage,  in  any  depth  between  eighteen 
and  thirty  fathoms.  In  lefs  than  the  lirft  mentioned  depth, 
the  reef  would  be  too  near ; and  in  more  than  the  laft,  the 
edge  of  the  bank  would  not  be  at  a fuflicient  diftance. 

During  the  time  we  lay  here,  the  wind  blew,  conftantly,  a 
frefli  gale  at  Eaft,  or  Eaft  by  South,  except  one  or  two  days. 

We  had,  always,  a great  fwell  from  the  Northward,  which 
broke  upon  the  reef,  in  a prodigious  furf.  We  had  found 
this  fwell  before  we  came  to  the  ifland  } and  it  continued 
for  fome  days  after  we  left  it. 

CI1A  P. 
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S.  me  Ifands  difeovered. — Account  of  the  Natives  cf 
Alcci , who  come  off  to  the  Ships,  and  their  Behaviour 
on  going  on  board.  — One  of  them  hilled. — Precautions 
ufed  to  prevent  Intcrcourfe  with  the  Females. — A wa- 
tering place  found. — Reception  upon  landing. — Excur- 
fwn  into  the  Country. — A Morai  viftied  and  defer ibed. — 
Graves  of  the  Chiefs,  and  of  the  human  Sacrifices,  there 
buried. — Another  If  and,  called  Oneeheow  vifted. — Ce- 
remonies performed  by  the  Natives,  who  go  off  to  the 
Ships. — Reafons  for  believing  that  they  are  Cannibals. — 
A Party  font  affore,  who  remain  two  Nights. — Account 
of  what  puffed  on  landing. — The  Ships  leave  the  If  anas, 
and  proceed  to  the  North. 

ON  the  :d  of  January,  at  day- break,  we  weighed  anchor, 
and  refumed  our  courfc  to  the  North  ; having  fine 
weather,  and  a gentle  breeze  at  Eaft,  and  Halt  South  Eaft, 
till  we  got  into  the  latitude  of  7°  45'  North,  and  the  longi- 
tude of  205°  liaft,  where  we  had  one  calm  day.  This  was 
fucceedcd  by  a North  Eaft  by  Eafi,  and  liaft  North  Ea'.l  wind. 
At  firlt  it  blew  faint,  but  frclhencd  as  we  advanced  to  the 
North.  We  continued  to  fee  birds  every  day,  of  the  forts 
lad  mentioned  i fometimes  in  greater  numbers  than  others  •, 
and  between  the  latitude  of  10°  and  n°,  we  faw  fcvcral 
turtle.  All  thefe  are  looked  upon  as  figns  of  the  vicinity  of 

j land. 
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land.  However,  we  difcovcrcd  none  till  day-break,  in  the  *"7*- 

' January. 

morning  of  the  i8th,  when  an  ifland  made  its  appearance, 

0 1 ■ Sonasy  iS. 

bearing  North  Eaft  by  Eaft  ; and,  foon  after,  we  faw  more 
land  bearing  North,  and  entirely  detached  from  the  former. 

Both  had  the  appearance  of  being  high  land.  At  noon,  the 
firft  bore  North  Eaft  by  Eaft,  half  Eaft,  by  cflima’ion  about 
eight  or  nine  leagues  diftant ; and  an  elevated  hill,  near  the 
Eaft  end  of  the  other,  bore  North,  half  Weft.  Our  latitude, 
at  this  time,  was  at*  12',  North;  and  longitude  zoo’  4,1', 

Eaft.  We  had  now  light  airs  and  calms,  by  turns;  fo  that, 
at  funfet,  we  were  not  lefs  than  nine  or  ten  leagues  from 
the  neareft  land. 

On  the  1 9th,  at  fun-rife,  the  ifland  firft  fecn,  bore  Eaft,  fe-  Hooky  19. 
veral  leagues  diftant.  This  being  dirctffly  to  windward, 
which  prevented  our  getting  near  it,  I flood  for  the  other, 
which  we  could  reach ; and,  not  long  after,  difeovered  a 
third  ifland  in  the  direction  of  Weft  North  Weft,  as  far  dif- 
tant as  land  could  be  feen.  We  had  now  a fine  breeze  at 
Eaft  by  North  ; and  I fteered  for  the  Eaft  end  of  the  fecond 
ifland ; which,  at  noon,  extended  from  North,  half  Eaft,  to 
Weft  North  Weft,  a quarter  Weft,  the  neareft  part  being 
about  two  leagues  diftant.  At  this  time,  we  were  in  fome 
doubt  whether  or  no  the  land  before  us  was  inhabited  ; 
but  this  doubt  was  foon  cleared  up,  by  feeing  fome  canoes 
coming  oft'  from  the  fhore,  toward  the  fliips.  I immedi- 
ately brought  to,  to  give  them  time  to  join  us.  They  had 
from  three  to  fix  men  each ; and,  on  their  approach,  we 
were  agreeably  furprized  to  find,  that  they  fpoke  the  lan- 
guage of  Otaheitc,  and  of  the  other  iflands  we  had  lately 
vifited.  It  required  but  very  little  addrefs,  to  get  them  to 
come  along-fide;  but  no  intrcatics  could  prevail  upon  any 
of  them  to  come  on  board.  I tied  fome  brafs  medals  to  a 

rope, 
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rope,  and  gave  them  to  thofc  in  one  of  the  canoes,  who,  in 
return,  tied  fome  fmall  mackerel  to  the  rope,  as  an  equi- 
valent. This  was  repeated ; and  fome  fmall  nails,  or  bits 
of  iron,  which  they  valued  more  than  any  other  article, 
were  given  them.  For  thefc  they  exchanged  more  filh,  and 
a fweet  potatoe ; a fure  fign  that  they  had  fome  notion  of 
bartering ; or,  at  lead,  of  returning  one  prefent  for  another. 
They  had  nothing  elfe  in  their  canoes,  except  fome  large 
gourd  fhells,  and  a kind  of  fifhing-nct ; but  one  of  them 
offered  for  fale  the  piece  of  Huff  that  he  wore  round  his 
waift,  after  the  manner  of  the  other  idands.  Thefe  people 
were  of  a brown  colour;  and,  though  of  the  common  fize, 
were  Iloutly  made.  There  was  little  difference  in  the 
calls  of  their  colour,  but  a confiderable  variation  in  their 
features ; fome  of  their  vifages  not  being  very  unlike  thofc 
of  Europeans.  The  hair  of  moll  of  them  was  cropt  pretty 
Ihort ; others  had  it  flowing  loofe ; and,  with  a few,  it  was 
tied  in  a bunch  on  the  crown  of  the  head.  In  all,  it  feemed 
to  be  naturally  black ; but  mod  of  them  had  Aaincd  it,  as 
is  the  practice  of  the  Friendly  Wanders,  with  fome  fluff 
which  gave  it  a brown  or  burnt  colour.  In  general,  they  wore 
their  beards.  They  had  no  ornaments  about  their  perfons, 
nor  did  we  obferve  that  their  ears  were  perforated ; but 
fome  were  pundlured  on  the  hands,  or  near  the  groin, 
though  in  a fmall  degree ; and  the  bits  of  cloth,  which 
they  wore,  were  curioufly  ftained  with  red,  black,  and  white 
colours.  They  feemed  very  mild  ; and  had  no  arms  of  any 
kind,  if  we  except  fome  fmall  Hones,  which  they  had  evi- 
dently brought  for  their  own  defence  ; and  thefc  they  threw 
overboard  when  they  found  that  they  were  not  wanted. 

Seeing  no  figns  of  an  anchoring-place  at  this  Eaftern  ex- 
treme of  the  ifland,  I bore  away  to  leeward,  and  ranged 

along 
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along  the  South  Eaft  fide,  at  the  diftancc  of  half  a league  j'77,8' 
from  the  fhore.  As  foon  as  we  made  fail,  the  canoes  left  i_ — 
us ; but  others  came  off,  as  we  proceeded  along  the  coaft, 
bringing  with  them  roafting-pigs,  and  fome  very  fine  pota- 
toes, which  they  exchanged,  as  the  others  had  done,  for 
whatever  was  offered  to  them.  Several  fmall  pigs  were 
purchafcd  for  a fixpenny  nail;  fo  that  we  again  found  our- 
felves  in  a land  of  plenty ; and  juft  at  the  time  when  the 
turtle,  which  we  had  fo  fortunately  procured  at  Chriftmas 
Ifland,  were  nearly  expended.  We  paffed  feveral  villages ; 
fome  feated  near  the  fca,  and  others  farther  up  the  country. 

The  inhabitants  of  all  of  them  crowded  to  the  Ihore,  and 
collected  themfelvcs  on  the  elevated  places  to  view  the  fhips. 

The  land  upon  this  fide  of  the  ifland  rifes,  in  a gentle  Hope, 
front  the  fea  to  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  which  occupy 
the  centre  of  the  country,  except  at  one  place  near  the  Eaft 
end,  where  they  rife  diredtly  from  the  fca,  and  feemed  to  be 
formed  of  nothing  but  ftone,  or  rocks  lying  in  horizontal 
firata.  We  faw  no  wood,  but  what  was  up  in  the  interior 
part  of  the  ifland,  except  a few  trees  about  the  villages  ; 
near  which,  alfo,  we  could  obferve  feveral  plantations  of 
plantains  and  fugar-canes,-  and  fpots  that  feemed  cultivated 
for  roots. 

We  continued  to  found,  without  ftriking  ground  with  a 
line  of  fifty  fathoms,  till  we  came  abreaft  of  a low  point, 
which  is  about  the  middle  of  this  fide  of  the  ifland,  or  ra- 
ther nearer  the  North  Weft  end.  Here  we  met  with  twelve 
and  fourteen  fathoms,  over  a rocky  bottom.  Being  paft  this 
point,  from  which  the  coaft  trended  more  Northerly,  we  had 
twenty,  then  fixtecn,  twelve,  and,  at  laft,  five  fathoms  over 
a fandy  bottom.  The  laft  foundings  were  about  a mile  from 
<hc  (hore.  Night  now  put  a flop  to  any  farther  rcfearches  ; 
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j.'nuar'y  an<'  we  *Pent  “ landing  off  and  on.  The  next  morning, 
«_  — we  flood  in  for  the  land,  and  were  met  with  feveral  canoes 
Tucfujy  .0.  £|jej  wjtjj  pe0pic . fomc  of  whom  took  courage,  and  ven- 
tured on  board. 

In  the  courfe  of  my  feveral  voyages,  I never  before  met 
with  the  natives  of  any  place  fo  much  aftonirtied,  as  thefe 
people  were,  upon  entering  a Ihip.  Their  eyes  were  con- 
tinually flying  from  object  to  objetfl ; the  wildnefs  of  their 
looks  and  geflurcs  fully  exprefling  their  entire  ignorance 
about  every  thing  they  faw,  and  ftrongly  marking  to  us, 
that,  till  now,  they  had  never  been  vilited  by  Europeans, 
nor  been  acquainted  with  any  of  our  commodities,  except 
iron  ; which,  however,  it  was  plain,  they  had  only  heard 
of,  or  had  known  it  in  fome  fmall  quantity,  brought  to 
them  at  fomc  diflant  period.  They  feemed  only  to  under- 
fland,  that  it  was  a fubftancc,  much  better  adapted  to  the 
purpofes  of  cutting,  or  of  boring  of  holes,  than  any  thing 
their  own  country  produced.  They  afked  for  it  by  the  name 
of  hamaite , probably  referring  to  fome  inflrument,  in  the 
making  of  which  iron  could  be  ufcfully  employed ; for  they 
applied  that  name  to  the  blade  of  a knife,  though  we 
could  be  certain  that  they  had  no  idea  of  that  particular  in- 
flrument nor  could  they,  at  all,  handle  it  properly.  For 
the  fame  reafon,  they  frequently  called  iron  by  the  name 
of  toe,  which,  in  their  language,  fignifies  a hatchet,  or  ra- 
ther a kind  of  adze.  On  afking  them  what  iron  was,  they 
immediately  anfwcrcd,  “ We  do  not  know ; you  know  what 
it  is,  and  we  only  underftand  it  as  toe , or  hamaite.”  When 
we  fhewed  them  fome  heads,  they  afked  firft,  “ What  they 
were ; and  then,  whether  they  Ihould  cat  them.”  But  on 
their  being  told,  that  they,  were  to  be  hung  in  their  ears, 
they  returned  them  as  ufclefs.  They  were  equally  indif- 
ferent 
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ferent  as  to  a looking-glafs,  which  was  offered  them,  and 
returned  it,  for  the  fame  reafon  ; but  fufficiently  expreffed 
their  defire  for  bamaitc  and  toe,  which  they  wifhed  might  be 
very  large.  Plates  of  earthen-ware,  china-cups,  and  other 
fuch  things,  were  fo  new  to  them,  that  they  alkcd  if  they 
were  made  of  wood ; but  wifhed  to  have  fome,  that  they 
might  carry  them  to  be  looked  at  on  Ihorc.  They  were,  in 
fome  refpedls,  naturally  well  bred ; or,  at  lead,  fearful  of 
giving  offence,  a iking,  where  they  fliould  fit  down,  whether 
they  might  fpit  upon  the  deck,  and  the  like.  Some  of  them 
repeated  a long  prayer  before  they  came  on  board ; and 
others,  afterward,  fung  and  made  motions  with  their  hands, 
fuch  as  we  had  been  accuftomed  to  fee  in  the  dances  of  the 
ifiands  we  had  lately  vifited.  There  was  another  circum- 
fiancc,  in  which  they  alfo  perfeftly  rcfembled  thofe  other 
irtanders.  At  firft,  on  their  entering  the  fhip,  they  endea- 
voured to  fteal  every  thing  they  came  near ; or  rather  to 
take  it  openly,  as  what  we  either  fhould  not  refent,  or  not 
hinder.  We  foon  convinced  them  of  their  miftake  s and  if 
they,  after  fome  time,  became  lefs  aftive  in  appropriating 
to  themfelvcs  whatever  they  took  a fancy  to,  it  was  becaufc 
they  found  that  we  kept  a watchful  eye  over  them. 

At  nine  o’clock,  being  pretty  near  the  fhorc,  I fent  three 
armed  boats,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  William- 
fon,  to  look  for  a landing-place,  and  for  frcfli  water.  I or- 
dered him,  that  if  he  fliould  find  it  neccfi'ary  to  land  in 
fearch  of  the  latter,  not  to  fuller  more  than  one  man  to  go 
with  him  out  of  the  boats.  Juft  as  they  were  putting  off 
from  the  fliip,  one  of  the  natives  having  ftolcn  the  butcher’s 
cleaver,  leaped  overboard,  got  into  his  canoe,  and  haflened 
to  the  lliorc,  the  boats  purfuing  him  in  vain. 

Cc  a The 
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‘77s-  The  order  not  to  permit  the  crews  of  the  boats  to  go  on 
. . fliorc  was  iffued,  that  I might  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to 

prevent  the  importation  of  a fatal  difeafe  into  this  ifland, 
which  1 knew  fome  of  our  men  now  laboured  under,  and 
which,  unfortunately,  had  been  already  communicated  by  us 
to  other  iflands  in  tliefe  fcas.  With  the  fame  view,  I ordered 
all  female  vifiters  to  be  excluded  from  the  {hips.  Many  of 
them  had  come  off  in  the  canoes.  Their  fixe,  colour,  and  fea- 
tures did  not  differ  much  from  thofe  of  the  men ; and  though 
their  countenances  were  remarkably  open  and  agreeable, 
there  were  few  traces  of  delicacy  to  be  fecn,  either  in  their 
faces,  or  other  proportions.  The  only  difference  in  their 
drefs,  was  their  having  a piece  of  cloth  about  the  body, 
reaching  from  near  the  middle,  to  half-way  down  the  thighs, 
inftcad  of  the  maro  worn  by  the  other  fex.  They  would  as 
readily  have  favoured  us  with  their  company  on  board  as 
the  men ; but  I wiflied  to  prevent  all  connection,  which 
might,  too  probably,  convey  an  irreparable  injury  to  them- 
felves,  and,  through  their  means,  to  the  whole  nation. 
Another  neceflary  precaution  was  taken,  by  ftriCtly  enjoin- 
ing, that  no  perl'on,  known  to  be  capable  of  propagating 
the  infection,  Ihould  be  fent  upon  duty  out  of  the  {hips. 

Whether  thefe  regulations,  dictated  by  humanity,  had  the 
defired  effeCt,  or  no,  time  only  can  difeover.  I had  been 
equally  attentive  to  the  fame  objeCt,  when  I firlt  viftted  the 
Friendly  Iflands ; yet  I afterward  found,  with  real  con- 
cern, that  I liad  not  fuccceded.  And  I am  much  afraid,  that 
this  will  always  be  the  cafe,  in  fuch  voyages  as  ours,  when- 
ever it  is  neceffary  to  have  a number  of  people  on  fliorc. 
The  opportunities  and  inducements  to  an  intercourfe  be- 
tween the  fexes  are  then  too  numerous  to  be  guarded 
4 againfl  j 
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againft;  and  however  confident  \vc  may  be  of  the  health 
of  our  men,  we  arc  often  undeceived  too  late.  It  is  even  ' — *—> 
a matter  of  doubt  with  me,  if  it  be  always  in  the  power  of 
the  moil  fkilful  of  the  faculty  to  pronounce,  with  any  cer- 
tainty, whether  a perfon  who  has  been  under  their  care,  in 
certain  ftages  of  this  malady,  is  fo  cffeiftually  cured,  as  to 
leave  no  poflibility  of  his  being  dill  capable  of  communi- 
cating the  taint.  1 think  I could  mention  fomc  inftances 
which  juflify  my  prefuming  to  hazard  this  opinion.  It  is, 
likewife,  well  known,  that,  amongll  a number  of  men, 
there  are,  generally,  to  be  found  fome  fo  bafhful  as  to  en- 
deavour to  conceal  their  labouring  under  any  fymptoms  of 
this  diforder.  And  there  arc  others,  again,  fo  profligate,  as 
not  to  care  to  whom  they  communicate  it.  Of  this  Iaft,  we 
had  an  inftance  at  Tongataboo,  in  the  gunner  of  the  Difco- 
very,  who  had  been  flationed  on  fhorc  to  manage  the  trade 
for  that  fhip.  After  he  knew  that  he  had  contratfled  this 
difeafe,  he  continued  to  have  connections  with  different 
women,  who  were  fuppofed  not  to  have  already  contracted 
it.  His  companions  expoftulated  with  him  without  effect, 
till  Captain  Clcrkc,  hearing  of  this  dangerous  irregularity 
of  condudt,  ordered  him  on  board. 

While  the  boats  were  occupied  in  examining  the  coafl, 
we  flood  on  and  ofT  with  the  fhips,  waiting  for  their  return. 

About  noon,  Mr.  Williamfon  came  back,  and  reported,  that 
he  had  feen  a large  pond  behind  a beach  near  one  of  the 
villages,  which  the  natives  told  him  contained  frcfh  water? 
and  that  there  was  anchoring-ground  before  it.  He  alia 
reported,  that  he  had  attempted  to  laud  in  another  place, 
but  was  prevented  by  the  natives,  who,  coming  down  to 
the  boats  in  great  numbers,  attempted  to  take  away  the 
oars,  mufkets,  and,  in  fliorr,  every  thing  that  they  could 
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<77*.  lav  hold  of;  and  prefled  fo  thick  upon  him,  that  he  was 
—v- — • obliged  to  fire,  by  which  one  man  was  killed.  But  this  un- 
happy circumftance  I did  not  know  till  after  we  had  left  the 
ifland ; l'o  that  all  my  meafures  were  directed  as  if  nothing 
of  the  kind  had  happened.  Mr.  Williamfon  told  me,  that,  af- 
ter the  man  fell,  his  countrymen  took  him  up,  carried  him 
off',  and  then  retired  from  the  boat ; but  ftill  they  made  fig- 
nals  for  our  people  to  land,  which  he  declined.  It  did  not 
appear  to  Mr.  Williamfon,  that  the  natives  had  any  defign 
to  kill,  or  even  to  hurt,  any  of  his  party  ; but  they  feemed 
excited  by  mere  curiofity,  to  get  from  them  what  they  had, 
being,  at  the  fame  time,  ready  to  give,  in  return,  any  thing 
of  their  own. 

After  the  boats  were  on  board,  I difpatched  one  of  them  to 
lie  in  the  beft  anchoring-ground ; and  as  foon  as  fhe  had  got  , 
to  this  ftation,  I bore  down  with  the  fhips,  and  anchored  in 
twenty-five  fathoms  water;  the  bottom  a fine  grey  fand. 
Tne  Eafl  point  of  the  road,  which  was  the  low  point  be- 
fore mentioned,  bore  South  j't*  Eafl;  the  VY'eft  point,  North 
65°  Weft ; and  the  village,  behind  which  the  water  was  faid 
to  be,  North  Eaft  by  Eaft,  dillant  one  mile.  But,  little  more 
than  a quarter  of  a mile  from  us,  there  were  breakers,  which  - 
I did  not  fee  till  after  the  Refolution  was  placed.  TheDif- 
covery  anchored  to  the  Eaftward  of  us,  and  Farther  from 
the  land.  The  fhips  being  thus  flationed,  between  three 
and  four  o’clock,  1 went  afhoic  with  three  armed  boats,  and 

O 

twelve  marines,  to  examine  the  water,  and  to  try  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  inhabitants,  feveral  hundred  of  whom  were 
aflembled  on  a fandy  beach  before  the  village ; behind  it 
was  a narrow  valley,  the  bottom  of  which  was  occupied  by 
the  piece  of  water. 
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The  very  inftant  I leaped  on  fliore,  the  collected  body  of  the  . 1778^ 
natives  all  fell  flat  upon  their  faces,  and  remained  in  that  -1-^-1-/ 
very  humble  pofture,  till,  by  expreflive  figns  I prevailed 
upon  them  to  rife.  They  then  brought  a g:cat  many  mall 
pigs,  which  they  prefented  to  me.  with  plantain  trees, 
uflng  much  the  fame  ceremonies  that  we  had  feen  prac- 
tifed,  on  fuch  occafions,  at  the  Society  and  oilier  iflands  ; 
and  a long  prayer  being  fpoken  by  a Angle  perfon,  in  which 
others  of  the  aflembly  fometims  joined.  I exprefl’ed  my  ac- 
ceptance of  their  prolfered  friendfhip,  by  giving  them,  in 
return,  fuch  prefents  as  I had  brought  wiih  me  from  the 
fliip  for  that  purpofe.  When  this  introductory  bufinefs  was 
finillicd,  I ftationed  a guard  upon  the  beach,  and  got  fome 
of  the  natives  to  conduct  me  to  the  water,  which  proved  to 
be  very  good,  and  in  a proper  fltuation  for  our  purpofe.  It 
was  fo  conflderable,  that  it  may  be  called  a lake  ; and  it  ex- 
tended farther  up  the  country  than  we  could  fee.  Having 
fatisficd  myfelf  about  this  very  eflential  point,  and  about  the 
peaceable  difpofition  of  the  natives,  I returned  on  board  ; 
and  then  gave  orders  that  every  thing  fliould  be  in  readi- 
nefs  for  landing  and  filling  our  water-calks  in  the  morning}  WcJncf. ». 
when  I went  alliore  with  the  people  employed  in  that  fervice, 
having  a party  of  mariners  with  us  for  a guard,  who  were  » 

flationed  on  the  beach. 

As  foon  as  we  landed,  a trade  was  fet  on  foot  for  hogs 
and  potatoes,  which  the  people  of  the  illand  gave  us  in  ex- 
change for  nails  and  pieces  of  iron,  formed  into  fomething 
like  chiflels.  We  met  with  no  obftruCtion  in  watering ; on 
the  contrary,  the  natives  aflifted  our  men  in  rolling  the 
calks  to  and  from  the  pool ; and  readily  performed  what- 
ever we  required.  Every  thing  thus  going  on  to  my  fatis- 
faction,  and  confidering  my  prefence  on  the  fpot  as  unne- 
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l??-’-  ceflary,  I left  the  command  to  Mr.  Williamfon,  who  had 
— v— ' landed  with  me,  and  made  an  excurfion  into  the  country,  up 
the  valley,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Anderfon  and  Mr.  Webber; 
the  former  of  whom  was  as  well  qualified  to  deferibe  with 
the  pen,  as  the  latter  was  to  reprefent  with  his  pencil,  every 
thing  we  might  meet  with  worthy  of  obfervation.  A nu- 
merous train  of  natives  followed  us  j and  one  of  them, 
whom  1 had  diflinguifhed  for  his  adlivity  in  keeping  the  reft 
in  order,  I made  choice  of  as  our  guide.  This  man,  from 
time  to  time,  proclaimed  our  approach ; and  every  one,  whom 
we  met,  fell  proftrate  upon  the  ground,  and  remained  in 
that  pofition  till  we  had  paired.  This,  as  I afterward  under- 
ftood,  is  the  mode  of  paying  their  rcfpcifl  to  their  own 
great  Chiefs.  As  we  ranged  down  the  coaft  from  the  Eaft, 
in  the  {hips,  we  had  observed  at  every  village  one  or  more 
elevated  white  objedls,  like  pyramids  or  rather  obelilks ; 
and  one  of  thefe,  which  I guelled  to  be  at  lcaft  fifty  feet  high, 
was  very  confpicuous  from  the  (hip’s  anchoring  ftation, 
and  feemed  to  be  at  no  great  diflancc  up  this  valley.  To 
have  a nearer  infpeetion  of  it,  was  the  principal  objedt  of 
my  walk.  Our  guide  pcrfedtly  undcrllood  that  we  wiflted 
to  be  condudted  to  it.  But  it  happened  to  be  fo  placed,  that 
we  could  not  get  at  it,  being  feparated  from  us  by  the  pool 
of  water.  However,  there  being  another  of  the  fame  kind 
within  our  reach,  about  half  a mile  ofT,  upon  our  fide  of 
the  valley,  we  fet  out  to  vifit  that.  The  moment  we  got  to 
it,  we  faw  that  it  flood  in  a burying-ground,  or  moral ; the 
rcfemblance  of  which,  in  many  refpedfs,  to  thofe  we  were 
fo  well  acquainted  with  at  other  iflands  in  this  ocean,  and 
particularly  Otahcite,  could  not  but  ftrike  us ; and  we  alfo 
foon  found,  that  the  feveral  parts  that  compofe  it,  were 
called  by  the  fame  names.  It  was  an  oblong  fpace,  of 
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confiderable  extent,  furrounded  by  a wall  of  flone,  about  four  *77*- 

* January. 

feet  high.  The  fpace  inclofed  was  loofcly  paved  with  fmaller  1 r— 

Hones  j and  at  one  end  of  it,  Hood  what  I call  the  pyramid,  but, 
in  the  language  of  the  illand,  is  named  henananoo ; which  ap- 
peared evidently  to  be  an  exaft  model  of  the  larger  one,  ob- 
ferved  by  us  from  the  (hips.  It  was  about  four  feet  fquare  at 
the  bafe,  and  about  twenty  feet  high.  The  four  fides  were 
compofed  of  fmall  poles  interwoven  with  twigs  and  branches, 

, thus  forming  an  indifferent  wicker-work,  hollow  or  open 
within,  from  bottom  to  top.  It  feemed  to  be  rather  in  a ruin- 
ous ftatc ; but  there  were  fufficient  remaining  marks,  to  fliew, 
that  it  had  originally  been  covered  with  a thin,  light,  grey 
cloth  ; which  thefe  people,  it  fhould  feem,  confecrate  to  re- 
ligious purpofes  ; as  we  could  fee  a good  deal  of  it  hang- 
ing in  different  parts  of  the  inarm  ; and  fomc  of  it  had  been 
forced  upon  me  when  I firft  landed.  On  each  fide  of  the 
pyramid  were  long  pieces  of  wicker-work,  called  hcreancc, 
in  the  fame  ruinous  condition  ; with  two  flender  poles,  in- 
clining to  each  other,  at  one  corner,  where  fome  plantains 
were  laid  upon  a board,  fixed  at  the  height  of  fiv?  or  fix  feet. 

This  they  called  beralremy ; and  informed  us,  that  the  fruit 
was  an  offering  to  their  God,  which  makes  it  agree  exattly 
with  the  •what Ui  of  Otahcitc.  Before  the  henananoo  were  a 
few  pieces  of  wood,  carved  into  fomething  like  human 
figures,  which,  with  a flone  near  two  feet  high,  covered 
with  pieces  of  cloth,  called  bobo,  and  confecrated  to  Tongarooa, 
who  is  the  God  of  thefe  people,  flill  more  and  more  re- 
minded us  of  what  we  ufed  to  meet  with  in  the  merait  of  the 
iflands  we  had  lately  left  *.  Adjoining  to  thefe,  on  the 
outfide  of  the  morai,  was  a fmall  Hied,  no  bigger  than  a dog- 

• See  the  description  of  the  mtrai , in  Otahcite,  where  the  human  facriiicc  was  of- 
fered, at  which  Captain  Cooit  was  prefen t. 
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kennel,  which  they  called  bareepabv) ; and  before  it  was  a 
grave,  where,  as  we  were  told,  the  remains  of  a wo- 
man lay. 

On  the  farther  fide  of  the  area  of  the  mirai,  flood  a houfe 
or  fhed,  about  forty  feet  long,  ten  broad  in  the  middle,  each 
end  being  narrower,  and  about  ten  feet  high.  This,  which, 
though  much  longer,  was  lower  than  their  common  dwell- 
ing-places, we  were  informed,  was  called  hemanaa.  The 
entrance  into  it  was  at  the  middle  of  the  fide,  which  was 
in  the  moral.  On  the  farther  fide  of  this  houfe,  oppofite  tire 
entrance,  flood  two  wooden  images,  cut  out  of  one  piece, 
withpedcftals,  in  all  about  three  feet  high ; neither  very  in- 
differently defigned  nor  executed.  Thefe  were  faid  to  be 
Eat 00a  no  Vehnna,  or  representations  of  goddefles.  On  the 
head  of  one  of  them  was  a carved  helmet,  not  unlike  thofe 
worn  by  the  ancient  warriors  ; and  on  that  of  the  other,  a 
cylindrical  cap,  refcmbling  the  head-drefs  at  Otaheitc,  called 
tomou-,  and  both  of  them  had  pieces  of  cloth,  tied  about  the 
loins,  and  hanging  a confiderablc  way  down.  At  the  fide  of 
each,  was  alfo  a piece  of  carved  wood,  with  bits  of  the  cloth 
hung  on  them,  in  the  fame  manner ; and  between,  or  be- 
fore, the  pedcflals,  lay  a quantity  of  fern,  in  a heap.  It  was 
obvious,  that  this  had  been  depofited  there,  piece  by  piece, 
and  at  different  times ; for  there  was  of  it,  in  all  dates, 
from  what  was  quite  decayed,  to  what  was  ftill  frefh  and 
green. 

In  the  middle  of  the  houfe,  and  before  the  two  images, 
was  an  oblong  Space,  inclofcd  by  a low  edging  of  Hone,  and 
covered  with  Ihreds  of  the  cloth  fo  often  mentioned.  This, 
on  inquiry,  we  found,  was  the  grave  of  feven  Chiefs,  whole 
names  were  enumerated,  and  the  place  was  called  llentene. 
We  had  met  already  with  fo  many  ftriking  inftanccs  of  rc- 
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fcmblancc,  between  the  burying-place  we  were  now  vifiting, 
and  thofe  of  iflands  we  had  lately  come  from  in  the  South 
Pacific,  that  we  had  little  doubt  in  our  minds,  that  the  re- 
fcmblance  exilled  alfo,  in  the  ceremonies  pra&ifed  here,  and 
particularly  in  the  horrid  one  of  offering  human  faCrifices. 
Our  fufpieions  were  too  loon  confirmed,  by  direct  evidence. 
For,  on  coming  out  of  the  houfe,  juft  on  one  fide  of  the  en- 
trance, we  law  a frnall  fquare  place,  and  another  ftill  lefs, 
near  it ; and  on  afking,  what  thefe  were  ? Our  guide  imme- 
diately informed  us,  that  in  the  one  was  buried  a man  who 
had  been  facrificed ; a Taata  (Tanata  or  Tangata,  in  this 
country)  taboo  (tafoo,  as  here  pronounced);  and  in  the  other, 
a hog,  which  had  alfo  been  made  an  offering  to  the  divi- 
nity. At  a little  diftance  from  thefe,  near  the  middle  of  the 
tnorai,  were  three  more  of  tbefe  fquare,  inclofed  places,  with 
two  pieces  of  carved  wood  at  each,  and  upon  them  a heap 
of  fern.  Thefe,  we  were  told,  were  the  graves  of  three 
Chiefs  ; and  before  them,  was  an  oblong,  inclofed  fpace,  to 
which  our  conductor  alfo  gave  the  name  of  Taiigata-iaboo ; 
telling  us,  fo  explicitly,  that  we  could  not  miftake  his 
meaning,  that  three  human  facrifices  had  been  buried 
there ; that  is,  one  at  the  funeral  of  each  Chief.  It  was  with 
moft  finccrc  concern,  that  I could  trace,  on  fuch  undoubted 
evidence,  the  prevalence  of  thefe  bloody  rites,  throughout 
th  is  immenfe  ocean,  amongft  people  disjoined  by  fuch  a 
diftance,  and  even  ignorant  of  each  other’s  exiftence,  though 
fo  ftrongly  marked  as  originally  of  the  fame  nation.  It 
was  no  frnall  addition  to  this  concern,  to  refleift,  that  every 
appearance  led  us  to  believe,  that  the  barbarous  praifticc. 
was  very  general  here.  The  ifland  feemed  to  abound  with 
fuch  places  of  facrifice  as  this  which  we  were  now  vifiting, 
and  which  appeared  to  be  one  of  the  moll  incoufiderable  of 
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January  them  5 being  far  lefs  confpicuous  than  feveral  others  which 
.v — *—>  we  had  feen,  as  we  failed  along  the  coaft,  and  particularly 
than  that  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  water,  in  this  valley ; 
the  white  benananoo,  or  pyramid,  of  which,  we  were  now  al- 
moft  fure,  derived  its  colour  only  from  pieces  of  the  confe- 
crated  cloth  laid  over  it.  In  feveral  parts,  -Within  the  in- 
clofurc  of  this  burying-ground,  were  planted  trees  of  the 
cordia  febejlina  ; feme  of  the  morinda  citri/'olia ; and  feveral 
plants  of  the  ctee,  or  jejee,  of  Tongataboo,  with  the  leaves  of 
which  the  hemanaa  was  thatched ; and,  as  I obferved,  that 
this  plant  was  not  made  ufc  of  in  thatching  their  dwell- 
ing-houfes,  probably  it  is  referved  entirely  for  religious 
purpofes. 

Our  road  to  and  from  the  moral,  which  I have  deferibed, 
lay  through  the  plantations.  The  greateft  part  of  the 
ground  was  quite  flat,  with  ditches  full  of  water  interfer- 
ing different  parts,  and  roads  that  feemed  artificially  raifed 
to  fome  height.  The  interfpaces  were,  in  general,  planted 
with  taro, which  grows  herewith  great  flrength, as  the  fields 
are  funk  below  the  common  level,  fo  as  to  contain  the  water 
neceffary  to  nourifli  the  roots.  This  water  probably  comes 
from  the  fame  fource,  which  fupplies  the  large  pool  from 
which  we  filled  our  calks.  On  the  drier  fpaccs  were  feveral 
fpots,  where  the  cloth-mulbdrry  was  planted,  in  regular  rows ; 
alfo  growing  vigoroufly,  and  kept  very  clean.  The  cocoa- 
trees  were  not  in  fo  thriving  a Hate,  and  were  all  low  ; but 
the  plantain-trees  made  a better  appearance ; though  they 
were  not  large.  In  general,  the  trees  round  this  village, 
and  which  were  feen  at  many  of  thofe  which  we  paffed  be- 
fore we  anchored,  are  the  cordia  febejlina ; but  of  a more  di- 
minutive fize  than  the  product  of  the  Southern  ifles.  The 
grcatdl  part  of  the  village  Hands  near  the  beach,  and  eon- 
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fills  of  above  fixty  houfes  there  ; but,  perhaps,  about  forty 
more  Hand  fcattercd  about,  farther  up  the  country,  toward  > — * — * 
the  burying-placc. 

After  we  had  examined,  very  carefully,  every  thing  that 
was  to  be  feen  about  the  morai,  and  Mr.  Webber  had  taken 
drawings  of  it,  and  of  the  adjoining  country,  we  returned 
by  a different  route.  I found  a great  crowd  affcmblcd  at  the 
beach ; and  a brifk  trade  for  pigs,  fowls,  and  roots,  going 
on  there,  with  the  greateft  good  order ; though  I did  not 
obferve  any  particular  perfon,  who  took  the  lead  amongft 
the  reft  of  his  countrymen.  At  noon,  I went  on  board  to 
dinner,  and  then  fent  Mr.  King,  to  command  the  party 
alhore.  He  was  to  have  gone  upon  that  fervice  in  the 
morning,  but  was  then  detained  in  the  Ihip,  to  make  lunar 
obfervations.  In  the  afternoon,  I landed  again,  accompa- 
nied by  Captain  Clerke,  with  a view  to  make  another  cx- 
curlion  up  the  country.  But,  before  this  could  be  put  in 
execution,  the  day  was  too  far  fpent ; lb  that  I laid  afidc  my 
intention  for  the  prefent ; and  it  fo  happened,  that  I had  not 
another  opportunity.  At  fun-fet,  l brought  every  body  on 
board ; having  procured,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  nine 
tons  of  water;  and,  by  exchanges,  chiefly  for  nails  and 
pieces  of  iron,  about  feventy  or  eighty  pigs,  a few  fowls,  a 
quantity  of  potatoes,  and  a few  plantains,  and  taro  roots. 

Thefc  people  merited  our  beft  commendations,  in  this  com- 
mercial intercourfc,  never  once  attempting  to  cheat  us, 
either  afhore,  or  along-fide  the  Ihips.  Some  of  them,  in- 
deed, as  already  mentioned,  at  firft,  betrayed  a thievifh  dif- 
pofuion ; or  rather,  they  thought,  that  they  had  a right  to 
every  thing  they  could  lay  their  hands  upon ; but  they  foon 
laid  afide  a conduct,  which,  we  convinced  them,  they  could 
not  perfevere  in  with  impunity. 
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Amongff  the  articles  which  they  brought  to  barter,  this 
/ day,  we  could  not  help  taking  notice  of  a particular  fort  of 
cloak  and  cap,  which,  even  in  countries  where  drefs  is  more 
particularly  attended  to,  might  be  reckoned  elegant.  The 
firft,  are  nearly  of  the  fize  and  fhape  of  the  fliort  cloaks 
worn  by  the  women  in  England,  and  by  the  men  in  Spain, 
reaching  to  the  middle  of  the  back,  and  tied  loofely  before. 
The  ground  of  them  is  a net-work,  upon  which  the  molt 
beautiful  red  and  yellow  feathers  arc  fo  clofely  fixed,  that 
the  furfacc  might  be  compared  to  the  thickcff  and  richeft 
velvet,  which  they  refemble,  both  as  to  the  feel,  and  the 
gloffy  appearance.  The  manner  of  varying  the  mixture  is 
very  different;  fomc  having  triangular  Ipaces  of  red  and 
yellow,  alternately ; others,  a kind  of  crefcent ; and  fome 
that  were  entirely  red,  had  a broad  yellow  border,  which 
made  them  appear,  at  fome  diftance,  exactly  like  a fcarlet 
cloak  edged  with  gold  lace.  The  brilliant  colours  of  the 
feathers,  in  thofe  that  happened  • he  ne  v,  added  not  a little 
to  their  fine  appearance;  and  we  * ;u  .d,  thu  they  were  in 
high  effimation  with  their  owners;  r ,r  they  would  not,  at 
firft,  part  with  one  of  them,  for  any  thing  that  we  offered, 
afleing  no  lefs  a price  than  a mufquct.  However,  fomc  were 
afterward  purchafed  for  very  large  nails.  Such  of  them  as 
were  of  the  bell  fort,  were  fcarcc;  and  it  fhould  feem,  that 
they  are  only  ufed  on  the  occafion  of  fome  particular  cere- 
mony, or  diverfion  ; for  the  people  who  had  them,  always 
made  fome  gefticulations,  which  wc  had  feen  ufed  before  by 
thofe  who  fung. 

The  cap  is  made  almoft  exatffly  like  a helmet,  with  the 
middle  part,  or  creft,  fometimes  of  a hand’s  breadth  ; and  it 
fits  very  clofe  upon  the  head,  having  notches  to  admit  the 
cats.  It  is  a frame  of  twigs  and  ofiers,  covered  with  a nct- 
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work,  into  which  are  wrought  feathers,  in  the  fame  man-  *n*- 

u January. 

ner  as  upon  the  cloaks,  though  rather  clofer,  and  lefs  diver-  v v — • 

filled;  the  greater  part  being  red,  with  fome  black,  yellow, 
or  green  dripes,  on  the  fidcs,  following  the  curve  direction 
of  the  crcd.  Thefc,  probably,  complete  the  drefs,  with 
the  cloaks;  for  the  natives,  fometimes,  appeared  in  both 
together. 

We  were  at  a lofs  to  guefs  from  whence  they  could  get 
fuch  a quantity  of  thefc  beautiful  feathers  ; but  were  foon 
informed,  as  to  one  fort ; for  they  afterward  brought  great 
numbers  of  fkins  of  fmall  red  birds  for  fale,  which  were  often 
tied  up  in  bunches  of  twenty  or  more,  or  liad  a fmall 
wooden  fkewer  run  through  their  nodrils.  At  the  firll, 
thofe  that, were  bought,  confided  only  of  the  ikin  from  be- 
hind the  wings  forward  ; but  we,  afterward,  got  many  with 
the  hind  part,  including  the  tail  and  feet.  The  fil'd,  how- 
ever, firuck  us,  at  once,  with  the  origin  of  the  fable  for- 
merly adopted  of  the  birds  of  paradiie  wanting  legs ; and  fuf- 
ficiently  explained  that  circumdance.  Probably  the  people 
of  the  iflands  Ead  of  the  Moluccas,  from  whence  the  fkins 
of  the  birds  of  paradife  are  brought,  cut  ofF  their  feet,  for 
the  very  rcafon  afhgned  by  the  people  of  Atooi,  for  the  like 
practice;  which  was,  that  they  hereby  can  preferve  them 
with  greater  cafe,  without  lofing  any  part  which  they 
reckon  valuable.  The  red-bird  of  our  idand,  was  judged  by 
Mr.  Anderfon  to  be  a fpecies  of  mcropsv  about  the  fize  of  a 
fparrow ; of  a beautiful  fcarlet  colour,  with  a black  tail  and 
wings ; and  an  arched  bill,  twice  the  length  of  the  head, 
which,  with  the  feet,  was  alfo  of  a reddifh  colour.  The 
contents  of  the  heads  were  taken  out,  as  in  the  birds  of  pa- 
radife ; but  it  did  not  appear,  that  they  ufed  any  other 
method  to  preferve  them,  than  by  Ample  drying ; for  the 
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fkins,  though  moirt,  had  neither  a tafte  nor  fmell  that 
could  give  room  to  fufpcifl  the  ufe  of  antiputrefcent  fub- 
ftances  *. 

In  the  night,  and  all  the  morning,  on  the  22d,  it  rained 
almoft  continually.  The  wind  was  at  South  Eaft,  South 
South  Eaft,  and  South ; which  brought  in  a Ihort,  chopping 
fea  ; and  as  there  were  breakers  little  more  than  two  cables 
length  from  the  ftern  of  our  Ihip,  her  fituation  was  none  of 
the  fafeft.  The  furf  broke  fo  high  againft  the  Ihore,  that 
we  could  not  land  in  our  boats ; but  the  day  was  not  wholly 
loft  ; for  the  natives  ventured  in  their  canoes,  to  bring  off  to 
the  lliips  hogs  and  roots,  which  they  bartered  as  before. 
One  of  our  viGtcrs,  on  this  occaGon,  who  offered  fomc  fifli- 
liooks  to  fale,  was  obferved  to  have  a very  fmall  parcel,  tied 

* It  is  matter  of  real  curiofity  to  obferve,  how  very  attentively  the  prediledion  for 
red  feathers  is  fpread  throughout  all  the  iflands  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  : and  the  addi- 
tional circum fiance,  mentioned  in  this  paragraph,  will^  probably,  be  looked  upon,  by 
thofc  who  amulc  themfelves  in  tracing  the  wonderful  migrations  of  the  fame  family,  or 
tribe,  as  a confirmation  of  that  hypothefis  (built  indecJ  on  other  inftances  of  icfem- 
blnncc),  which  confiJcre  New  Guinea,  and  its  neighbouring  Eaft  India  iflands,  from 
whence  the  Dutch  bring  their  birds  of  paradife,  as  originally  peopled  by  the  fame  race, 
which  Captain  Cook  found  at  every  iiland  from  New  Zealand  to  this  new  group, 
to  which  Aiooi  belongs. 

What  Mr.  Sonncrat  tells  us,  about  the  bird  of  paradife,  agrees  perfc&ly  with  the 
account  here  given  of  the  preferved  red-birds.  Speaking  of  the  Papawty  he  pro- 
ceeds thus:  “ Ils  nous  pr  fenterent  'pluficurs  efpcccs  d’oifcaux,  aufli  elegants  par 
«*  leur  forme,  que  brilhints  par  I'eclat  delcur  couleurs. , La  dcpouille  des  oifeaux  fert 
**  a la  parurc  dcs  Chefs,  qui  la  portent  attache?  a leuts  bonnets  cn  forme  d’aigrettes. 
ct  A fait  en  pr,' par  ant  Us  peauxy  i/s  tsuprnt  let  puds.  Lcs  Hollandois,  qui  trafiquent  far 
ccs  cotes,  y uchctcnt  deecs  pcaux  aitifi  preparees,  lcs  tranfportent  en  Perfe,  a Su- 
“ rate,  dans  Ic*  indcs,  ou  ils  les  vendent  fort  chcrc  aux  habitans  riches,  qui  cn  font 
« des  aigrettes  pour  leurs  turbans,  fic  pour  le  cafque  des  guerriers,  & qui  cn  parent 
“ leur  chevaux.  C’eft  dc  la  qu’cft  venue  I 'opinion,  qu’unc  de  ccs  efpcccs  d’oifeaux 
“ (I’o.k  iu  dc  paradis)  n*a  paint  de  pattrs.  Lcs  Hollandois  ont  accreditc  ccs  fables, 

“ qui,  cn  jetant  du  incrvcillcux  ur  Pobjct  dont  ils  traffiquoient,  etoient  propres  a le 
“ rcndrc  plus  prccicux,  fie  a en  rccliaufler  hi  valcur.” 

V oyagt  a la  Nottvellt  Cuinie , p.  1 54. 
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to  the  firing  of  one  of  them,  which  he  feparated  with  great  *r»*- 

care,  and  referved  for  himfelf,  when  he  parted  with  the  * — . * 

hook.  Being  afleed,  what  it  was?  He  pointed  to  his  belly, 

and  fpokc  fomething  of  its  being  dead ; at  the  fame  time  * 

faying,  it  was  bad  ; as  if  he  did  not  with  to  anfwcr  any 
more  queftions  about  it.  On  feeing  him  fo  anxious  to  con- 
ceal the  contents  of  this  parcel,  he  was  requefted  to  open  it, 
which  he  did  with  great  reluftance,  and  fome  difficulty,  as 
it  was  wrapped  up  in  many  folds  of  cloth.  We  found,  that 
it  contained  a thin  bit  of  flefh,  about  two  inches  long, 
which,  to  appearance,  had  been  dried,  but  was  now  wet 
with  fait  water.  It  ftruck  us,  that  it  might  be  human  flefh, 
and  that  thefc  people  might,  perhaps,  eat  their  enemies ; a* 
we  knew,  that  this  was  the  practice  of  fome  of  the  natives 
of  the  South  Sea  iilands.  The  queflion  being  put  to  the 
perfon  who  produced  it,  he  anfwcrcd,  that  the  flefh  was 
part  of  a man.  Another  of  his  countrymen,  who  flood  by 
him,  was  then  afked,  whether  it  was  their  cuflom  to  eat 
thofc  killed  in  battle ! and  he  immediately  anfwered  in  the 
affirmative. 

There  were  fome  intervals  of  fair  weather  in  the  after- 
noon ; and  the  wind  then  inclined  to  the  Eaft  and  North 
Eaft ; but,  in  the  evening,  it  veered  back  again  to  South 
South  Eaft,  and  the  rain  alfo  returned,  and  continued  all 
night.  Very  luckily,  it  was  not  attended  with  much  wind. 

We  had,  however,  prepared  for  the  worft,  by  dropping  the 
fmall  bower  anchor  * and  ftriking  our  top-gallant-yards. 

At  feven  o’clock,  the  next  morning,  a breeze  of  wind  TMty 
fpringing  up  at  North  Eaft,  I took  up  the  anchors,  with  a 
view  of  removing  the  Ihip  farther  out.  The  moment  that 
the  laft  anchor  was  up,  the  wind  veered  to  the  Eaft,  which 
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'779-  made  it  necefTary  to  fet  all  the  fail  wc  could,  in  order  to 

January. 

- — . — > clear  the  fhorc  5 fo  that,  before  we  had  tolerable  fea-room, 
we  were  driven  fome  diflance  to  leeward.  We  made  a ftretch 
off,  with  a view  to  regain  the  road  but  having  very  little 
wind,  and  a ftrong  current  againft  us,  1 found,  that  this  wa3 
not  to  be  effected.  I therefore  difpatched  Meffrs.  King  and 
Williamfon  afhore,  with  three  boats,  for  water,  and  to  trade 
for  rcfrefhments.  At  the  fame  time,  1 font  an  order  to  Cap- 
tain Clerke,  to  put  to  fea  after  me,  if  he  fhould  fee  that  I 
could  not  recover  the  road.  Being  in  hopes  of  finding  one* 
or  perhaps  a harbour,  at  the  Weft  end  of  the  iiland,  I was 
the  lefs  anxious  about  getting  back  to  my  former  ftation. 
But  as  I had  fent  the  boats  thither,  we  kept  to  windward  as 
much  as  pofEble  j notwithflanding  which,  at  noon,  we  were 
three  leagues  to  leeward.  As  we  drew  near  the  Weft  end  of 
the  iiland,  We  found  the  coaft  to  round  gradually  to  the 
North  Eaft,  without  forming  a crcck,  or  cove,  to  fhelter  a 
▼effel  from  the  force  of  the  fwell,  which  rolled  in  from  the 
North,  and  broke  upon  the  fhore  in  a prodigious  furfj  fo 
that  all  hopes  of  finding'  a harbour  here  vanilhed. 

Several  canoes  came  off  in  the  morning,  and  followed  U3 
as  we  flood  out  to  fea,  bartering  their  roots  and  other  ar- 
ticles. Being  very  averfe  to  believe  thefe  people  to  be  can- 
nibals, notwithflanding  the  fufpicious  cireumftancc  which, 
had  happened  the  day  before,  we  took  occafion  now  to  make 
fome  more  inquiries  about  this.  A fmall  wooden  inftru- 
ment,  befet  with  fharks  teeth,  had  been  purchafed  j and 
from  its  rcfemblance  to  the  faw  or  knife  ufed  by  the  New 
Zealanders,  to  diffefb  the  bodies  pf  their  enemies,  it  was 
fufpccted  to  have  the  fame  ufc  here.  One  of  the  natives 
being  alked  about  this,  immediately  gave  the  name  of  the 
inflrument,  and  told  us,  that  it  was  ufed  to  cut  out  the 
j flefhy 
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flelhy  part  of  the  belly,  when  any  perfon  was  killed.  This  *7r«- 
explained  and  confirmed  the  circumftance  above-mentioned,  < — ' 
of  the  perfon  pointing  to  his  belly.  The  man,  however, 
from  whom  wc  now  had  this  information,  being  afked,  if 
his  countrymen  eat  the  part  thus  cut  out  ? denied  it  ftrong- 
ly;  but,  upon  the  queftion  being  repeated,  fliewed  fomc 
degree  of  fear,  and  fwam  to  his  canoe.  Juft  before  lie 
reached  it,  he  made  ligns,  as  he  had  done  before,  expreflive 
of  the  ufe  of  the  inftrument.  And  an  old  man,  who  fat 
foremoft  in  the  canoe,  being  then  a Iked,  whether  they  cat 
the  ftefli  ? anfwercd  in  the  affirmative,  and  laughed,  feem- 
ingly  at  the  fimplicity  of  fuch  a queftion.  He  affirmed  the 
fad,  on  being  aiked  again ; and  alfo  faid,  it  was  excellent 
food,  or,  as  he  exprefled  it,  “ favoury  eating.” 

At  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  boats  returned,  with 
two  tons  of  water,  a few  hogs,  a quantity  of  plantains,  and 
fome  roots.  Mr.  King  informed  me,  that  a great  number 
of  the  inhabitants  were  at  the  watering  or  landing  place. 

He  fuppofed,  that  they  had  come  from  all  parts  of  the 
ifland.  They  had  brought  with  them  a great  many  fine  fat 
hogs,  to  barter ; but  my  people  had  not  commodities  with 
them  equal  to  the  purchafc.  This,  however,  was  no  great 
lofs  ; for  we  had  already  got  as  many  on  board,  as  we  could 
well  manage  for  immediate  ufe ; and,  wanting  the  mate- 
rials, we  could  not  have  falted  them.  Mr.  King  alfo  told 
me,  that  a great  deal  of  rain  had  fallen  afhore,  whereas,  out 
at  fea,  we  had  only  a few  Ihowers ; and  that  the  furf  had 
run  fo  high,  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  our  men 
landed,  and  got  back  into  the  boats. 

We  had  light  airs  and  calms,  by  turns,  with  ffiowers  of 
rain,  all  night ; and  at  day-break,  in  the  morning  of  the 
24th,  we  found,  that  the  currents  had  carried  the  ffiip  to  sitiirJay !+. 
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*778-  the  North  Weft  and  North;  fo  that  the  Weft  end  of  the 

January. 

< — . — 1 ifland,  upon  which  we  had  been,  called  Atooi  by  the  na- 
tives, bore  Eaft,  one  league  diilant ; another  ifland,  called 
Oreehoua,  Weft  by  South ; and  the  high  land  of  a third 
ifland,  called  Onecheow,  from  South  Weft  by  Weft,  to  Weft 
South  Weft.  Soon  after,  a breeze  fprung  up  at  North  ; and, 
as  I expected  that  this  would  bring  the  Difcovery  to  fea,  I 
fleered  for  Oncehcow,  in  order  to  take  a nearer  view  of  it,  and 
to  anchor  there,  if  I lhould  find  a convenient  place.  I con- 
tinued to  ftecr  for  it,  till  part  eleven  o’clock,  at  which  time 
we  were  about  two  leagues  from  it.  But  not  feeing  the  Dif- 
covery, and  being  doubtful  whether  they  could  fee  us,  I was 
fearful  left  fome  ill  confcquencc  might  attend  our  feparat- 
ing  fo  far.  I,  therefore,  gave  up  the  defign  of  vifiting  Onee- 
heow  for  the  prefent,  and  flood  back  to  Atooi,  with  an  in- 
tent to  anchor  again  in  the  road,  to  complete  our  water.  At 
two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  Northerly  wind  died  away, 
and  was  fucccedcd  by  variable  light  airs  and  calms,  that 
continued  till  eleven  at  night,  with  which  we  flrctched  to 
Sunday  15.  the  South  Eaft,  till  day-break  in  the  morning  of  the  25th, 
when  we  tacked  and  flood  in  for  Atooi  road,  which  bore 
altout  North  from  us ; and,  foon  after,  wc  were  joined  by 
the  Difcovery. 

We  fetched  in  with  the  land  about  two  leagues  to  leeward 
of  the  road,  which,  though  fonear,  we  never  could  recover  ; 
for  what  we  gained  at  one  time,  we  loft  at  another;  fo  that, 
TWdayi$.  by  the  morning  of  the  29th,  the  currents  had  carried  us 
Wcftward,  within  three  leagues  of  Oncehcow.  Being  tired 
with  plying  fo  unfuccefsfully,  I gave  up  all  thoughts  of 
getting  back  to  Atooi,  and  came  to  the  refolution  of  trying, 
whether  we  could  not  procure  what  we  wanted  at  the  other 
illand,  which  was  within  our  reach.  With  this  view,  1 fent 
1 the 
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(he  Matter  in  a boat,  to  found  the  coaft  ; to  look  out  for  a '??s- 

January. 

landing-place ; and,  if  he  Ihould  find  one,  to  examine  if  > — v— * 
frelh  water  could  be  conveniently  got  in  its  neighbourhood. 

To  give  him  time  to  execute  his  committion,  we  followed, 
under  an  eafy  fail,  with  the  (hips.  As  foon  as  we  were 
abreatt,  or  to  the  Weflward  of  the  South  Point  of  Onceheow, 
we  found  thirty,  twenty-five,  and  twenty  fathoms  water, 
over  a bottom  of  coral  fand,  a mile  from  the  fhore. 

At  ten  o'clock,  the  Matter  returned,  and  reported,  that  he 
had  landed  in  one  place,  but  could  find  no  frelh  water;  and 
that  there  was  anchorage  all  along  the  coaft.  Seeing  a vil- 
lage a little  farther  to  leeward;  and  fome  of  the  illanders, 
who  had  come  off  to  the  fhips,  informing  us,  that  frelh 
•water  might  be  got  there,  I ran  down,  and  came  to  an  an- 
chor before  it,  in  twenty-fix  fathoms  water,  about  three 
quarters  of  a mile  from  the  fltore.  The  South  Eaft  point  of 
the  illand  bore  South,  65*  Eaft,  three  miles  diftant ; the 
other  extreme  of  the  illand  bore  North  by  Eaft,  about  two 
or  three  miles  diftant ; a peaked  hill,  inland,  North  Eaft,  a 
quarter  Eaft  ; and  another  illand,  called  Tahoora,  which  was 
difeovered  the  preceding  evening,  bore  South,,  61“  Weft, 
diftant  feven  leagues. 

Six  or  feven  canoes  had  come  off  to  us,  before  we  an- 
chored, bringing  fome  fmall  pigs  and  potatoes,  and  a good 
many  yams  and  mats.  The  people  in  them  refcrtibled  thofc 
of  Atooi ; and  feemed  to  be  equally  well  acquainted  with 
the  ufc  of  iron,  which  they  alked  for  alfo  by  the  names  of 
hamaitt  and  /or ; parting  readily  with  all  their  commodities 
for  pieces  of,  this  precious  metal.  Several  more  canoes  foon 
reached  the  (hips,  after  they  had  anchored;  but  the  nar 
lives  in  thefe  feemed  to  have  no  other  objeeft,  than  to  pay 
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ns  a formal  -vifir.  Many  of  them  came  readily  on  board, 
crouching  down  upon  the  deck,  and  not  quitting  that 
humble  poflurc,  till  they  were  defired  to  get  up.  They 
had  brought  feveral  females  with  them,  who  remained 
along  fide  in  the  canoes,  behaving  with  far  lefs  modelly 
than  their  countrywomen  of  Atooi ; and,  at  times,  all  join- 
ing in  a fong,  not  remarkable  for  its  melody,  though  per- 
formed in  very  exaCt  concert,  by  beating  time  upon  their 
breads  with  their  hands.  The  men  who  had  come  on  board 
did  not  day  long;  and  before  they  departed,  fome  of  them 
requeded  our  permiflion  to  lay  down,  on  the  deck,  locks  of 
their  hair. 

Thcfe  vidters  furnifhed  us  with  an  opportunity  of  agitat- 
ing again,  this  day,  the  curious  inquiry,  whether  they  were 
cannibals;  and  the  fubjcCt  did  not  take  its  rife  from  any 
quedions  of  ours,  but  from  a circumdancc  that  feemed  to 
remove  all  ambiguity.  One  of  the  idanders,  who  wanted  to 
get  in  at  the  gun-room  port,  was  refufed  ; and,  at  the  fame 
time,  afked,  whether,  if  he  fhould  come  in,  we  would  kill 
and  eat  him?  accompanying  this  quedion  with  figns  fo  cx- 
predive,  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  about  his  meaning. 
This  gave  a proper  opening  to  retort  the  quedion  as  to  this 
practice ; and  a perfon  behind  the  other,  in  the  canoe,  who 
paid  great  attention  to  what  was  pading,  immediately  an- 
fwered,  that  if  we  were  killed  on  fhorc,  they  would  cer- 
tainly eat  us.  He  fpokc  with  fo  little  emotion,  that  it  ap- 
peared plainly  to  be  his  meaning,  that  they  would  not  dc- 
droy  us  for  that  purpofe ; but  that  their  eating  us  would 
be  the  confequcncc  of  our  being  at  enmity  with  them.  I 
have  availed  myfelf  of  Mr.  Anderfon’s  collections  for  the 
decifion  of  this  matter;  and  anr  forry  to  fay,  that  I cannot 
fee  the  lead  reafon  to  hefitate  in  pronouncing  it  to  he  cer- 
tain. 
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tain,  that  the  horrid  banquet  of  human  fldli,  is  as  much  »77s- 
icliflicd  here,  amidft  plenty,  as  it  is  in  New  Zealand.  v — <~-i 

In  the  afternoon,  I fent  Lieutenant  Gore,  with  three 
armed  boats,  to  look  for  the  moll  convenient  landing-place; 
and,  when  on  fhorc,  to  fearch  for  frelh  water.  In  the 
evening  he  returned,  having  landed  at  the  village  above 
mentioned,  and  acquainted  me,  that  he  had  been  conduced 
to  a well  half  a mile  up  the  country;  but,  by  his  account 
the  quantity  of  water  it  contained  was  too  inconfiderable 
for  our  purpofc,  and  the  road  leading  to  it  exceedingly  bad. 

On  the  .30th,  I fent  Mr.  Gore  afhore  again,  with  a guard  Friday  jo. 
of  mariners,  and  a party  to  trade  with  the  natives  for  re- 
frefltments.  I intended  to  have  followed  foon  after,  and 
went  from  the  fhip  with  that  defign.  But  the  furf  had  in- 
creafed  fo  much,  by  this  time,  that  I was  fearful,  if  I got 
afltore,  I Ihould  not  be  able  to  get  off  again.  This  really 
happened  to  our  people  who  had  landed  with  Mr.  Gore, 
the  communication  between  them  and  the  Ihips,  by  our 
own  boats,  being  foon  flopped.  In  the  evening,  they  made 
a flgnal  for  the  boats,  which  were  font  accordingly;  and,  not 
long  after,  they  returned  with  a few  yams  and  fomc  fait. 

A tolerable  quantity  of  both  had  been  procured  in  the  courfe 
of  the  day  ; but  the  furf  was  fo  great,  that  the  greateft  part 
of  both  thefe  articles  had  been  loft  in  conveying  them  to  the 
boat3.  The  officer  and  twenty  men,  deterred  by  the  dan- 
ger of  coming  oIF,  were  left  afliore  all  night;  and,  by  this 
unfortunate  circumftance,  the  very  thing  happened,  which, 
as  I have  already  mentioned,  I wiffied  fo  heartily  to  pre- 
vent, and  vainly  imagined  I had  eiTeiflually  guarded  againfe. 

The  violence  of  the  furf,  which  our  own  boats  could  noc 
aft  againft,  did  not  hinder  the  natives  from  coming  off  to 
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177*  the  fhips  in  their  canoes.  They  brought  refrelhments  with 
v-U  them,  which  were  purchafed,  in  exchange  for  nails,  and 
pieces  of  iron  hoops  ; and  I didributed  a good  many  pieces 
of  ribbon,  and  fome  buttons,  as  bracelets,  amongft  the  wo- 
men in  the  canoes.  One  of  the  men  had  the  figure  of  a 
lizard  puntflured  upon  his  bread,  and  upon  thofe  of  others 
were  the  figures  of  men  badly  imitated.  Thefe  vifiters  in- 
formed us,  that  there  was  no' Chief,  or  Hairee,  of  this  idand  ; 
but  that  it  was  fubjedt  to  Teneooncoo,  a Chief  of  Atooi ; 
which  illand,  they  faid,  was  not  governed  by  a Angle  Chief, 
but  that  there  were  many  to  whom  they  paid  the  honour  of 
moe,  or  proftration ; and,  amongd  others,  they  named  Otacaio 
and  Terarotoa.  Among  other  things,  which  thefe  people 
now  brought  off,  was  a fmall  drum,  almod  like  thofe  of 
Otaheite. 

About  ten  or  eleven  o’clock  at  night,  the  wind  veered  to 
the  South,  and  the  fky  feemed  to  forebode  a dorm.  With 
fuch  appearances,  thinking  that  we  were  rather  too  near 
the  fliore,  1 ordered  the  anchors  to  be  taken  up,  and,  having 
carried  the  fliips  into  forty-two  fathoms,  came  to  again  in 
that  fafer  dation.  The  precaution,  however,  proved  to  be 
unneceffary ; for  the  wind,  foon  after,  veered  to  North  North 
Ead,  from  which  quarter  it  blew  a frelh  gale,  with  fqualls, 
attended  with  very  heavy  Ihowcrs  of  rain. 

Saturday  ji.  This  wca,her  continued  all  the  next  day ; and  the  fea  ran 
fo  high,  that  we  had  no  manner  of  communication  with 
* our  party  on  ffiorc  ; and  even  the  natives  thcmfelves  durd 
not  venture  out  to  the  (hips  in  their  canoes.  In  the  even- 
ing, 1 fent  the  mailer  in  a boat  up  to  the  South  Ead  head, 
or  point  of  the  ifland,  to  try  if  he  could  land  under  it.  He 
returned  with  a favourable  report;  but  it  was  too  late,  now,  to 
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fend  for  our  party  till  the  next  morning ; anti  thus  they  had 

January. 

another  night  to  improve  their  intercourfe  with  the  na-  v—  -v— — ^ 
tives. 

Encouraged  by  the  matter's  report,  I fent  a boat  to  the  February. 
South  Eaft  point,  as  foon  as  day-light  returned,  with  an  or-  SunJa)'  *• 
der  to  Mr.  Gore,  that,  if  he  could  not  embark  his  people 
from  the  fpot  where  they  now  were,  to  march  them  up  to 
the  point.  As  the  boat  could  not  get  to  the  beach,  one  of 
the  crew  fwarn  alhorc,  and  carried  the  order.  On  the  return 
of  the  boat,  I went  myfelf  with  the  pinnace  and  launch  up 
to  the  point,  to  bring  the  party  on  board  ; taking  with  me 
a ram-goat  and  two  ewes,  a boar  and  fow  pig  of  the  Eng- 
lilh  breed  ; and  the  feeds  of  melons,  pumpkins,  and  onions; 
being  very  defirous  of  benefiting  thefc  poor  people,  by  fur- 
nilhing  them  with  fome  additional  articles  of  food.  I 
landed  with  the  greateft  cafe,  under  the  Weft  fide  of  the 
point,  and  found  my  party  already  there,  with  fome  of  the 
natives  in  company.  To  one  of  them,  whom  Mr.  Gore  had 
obferved  attuming  fome  command  over  the  reft,  I gave  the 
goats,  pigs,  and  feeds.  I fliould  have  left  thefe  well-in- 
tended prefents  at  Atooi,  had  we  not  been  fo  unexpectedly 
driven  from  it. 

While  the  people  were  engaged  in  filling  four  water-calks, 
from  a fmall  flream  occafioned  by  the  late  rain,  I walked  a 
little  way  up  the  country,  attended  by  the  man  above-men- 
tioned, and  followed  by  two  others  carrying  the  two  pigs.  A s 
foon  as  we  got  upon  a rifing  ground,  I (topped  to  look  round 
me ; and  obferved  a woman,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  valley 
where  I landed,  calling  to  her  countrymen  w ho  attended  me. 

Upon  this,  the  Chief  began  to  mutter  fomething  which  I fup- 
pofed  was  a prayer;  and  the  two  men,  who  carried  the  pigs, 
continued  to  walk  round  me  alL  the  time,  making,  at  lcaft, 
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_ »7/8-  a dozen  circuits  before  the  other  had  finifhed  his  oraifon. 

February. 

»■ — — 1 This  ceremony  being  performed,  we  proceeded ; and,  pre- 
fcntly,  met  people  coming  from  all  parts,  who,  on  being 
called  to  by  my  attendants,  threw  thcmfclves  proftrate  on 
their  faces,  till  I was  out  of  fight.  The  ground,  through 
which  I paffed,  was  in  a Hate  of  nature,  very  llony,  and 
the  foil  feemed  poor.  It  was,  however,  covered  with  Ihrubs 
and  plants,  fome  of  which  perfumed  the  air,  with  a more 
delicious  fragrancy  than  I had  met  with  at  any  other  of  the 
illands  vifited  by  us  in  this  ocean.  Our  people,  who  had 
been  obliged  to  remain  fo  long  on  Ihore,  gave  me  the  fame 
account  of  thofc  parts  of  the  ifland  which  they  had  traverfed. 
They  met  with  feveral  fait  ponds,  fome  of  which  had  a little 
water  remaining,  but  others  had  none;  and  the  fait  that 
was  left  in  them  was  fo  thin,  that  no  great  quantity  could 
have  been  procured.  There  was  no  appearance  of  any  run- 
ning ftream  ; and  though  they  found  fome  fmall  wells,  in 
which  the  frelh  water  was  tolerably  good,  it  feemed  fcarce. 
The  habitations  of  the  natives  were  thinly  fcattered  about ; 
and  it  was  fuppofed,  that  there  could  not  be  more  than  five 
hundred  people  upon  the  ifland,  as  the  greateft  part  were- 
feen  at  the  marketing-place  of  our  party,  and  few  found- 
about  the  houfes  by  thofe  who  walked  up  the  country.  They 
had  an  opportunity  of  obferving  the  haethod  of  living 
amongft  the  natives,  and  it  appeared  to  be  decent  and 
cleanly.  They  did  not,  however,  fee  any  inllancc  of  the 
men  and  women  eating  together;  and  the  latter  feemed  ge- 
nerally aflociated  in  companies  by  themfelvcs.  It  was. 
found,  that  they  burnt  here  the  oily  nuts  of1  the  dooe  doae  for 
lights  in  the  night,  as  at  Otahcite;  and  that  they  baked 
their  hogs  in  ovens  ; but,  contrary  to  the  pra&icc  of  the  So- 
ciety and  Friendly  Iflands,  fplit  the  carcafes  through  their 
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whole  length.  They  met  with  a pofitivc  proof  of  the  exiftence 
of  the  taboo  (or  as  they  pronounce  it  the  tafo:),  for  one  woman  >- — v— 
fed  another  who  was  under  that  interdi&ion.  They  alfo  ob- 
ferved  fome  other  myflcrious  ceremonies ; one  of  which  was 
performed  by  a woman,  who  took  a fmall  pig,  and  threw 
it  into  the  furf,  till  it  was  drowned,  and  then  tied  up  a 
bundle  of  wood,  which  Ihe  alfo  difpofed  of  in  the  fame 
manner.  The  fame  woman,  at  another  time,  beat  with  a 
flick  upon  a man’s  fliouldcrs,  who  fat  down  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  A particular  veneration  feemed  to  be  paid  here  to 
owls,  which  they  have  very  tame  ; and  it  was  obferved  to  be 
a pretty  general  practice,  amongfl  them,  to  pull  out  one  of 
their  teeth*;  for  which  odd  cuftom,  when  alked  the  rca- 
fon,  the  only  anfwer  that  could  be  got  was,  that  it  was  tceha% 
which  was  alfo  the  rcafon  affigned  for  another  of  their 
practices,  the  giving  a lock  of  their  hair. 

After  the  water-cafks  had  been  filled  and  conveyed  into 
the  boat,  and  we  had  purchafcd  from  the  natives  a few 
roots,  a little  fait,  and  fome  failed  fifh,  1 returned  on  board 
with  all  the  people,  intending  to  vifit  the  ifland  the  next 
day.  But,  about  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  an- 
chor of  the  Rcfolution  darted,  and  flte  drove  ofT  the  bank. 

As  we  had  a whole  cable  out,  it  was  fome  time  before  the 
anchor  was  at  the  bows  ; and  then  we  had  the  launch  to 
hoift  up  along-fidc,  before  we  could  make  fail.  By  this  un- 
lucky accident,  we  found  ourfclvcs,  at  day-break  next 
morning,  three  leagues  to  the  leeward  of  our  lad  Ration;  Monday*, 
and  forefeeing  that  it  would  require  more  time  to  recover 

• It  is  very  remarkable,  that,  in  this  cuftoni,  which  one  would  think  isfo  unnatural, 
as  not  to  be  adopted  by  two  different  tribes,  originally  unconnctf  cd,  the  people  of  this 
ifland,  and  Dampicr’s  natives  on  the  Weft  fide  of  New  Holland,  at  fuch  an  immenfe 
diitance,  fhould  be  found  to  agree. 
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February  **  ^an  * chofe  to  fpend,  I made  the  fignal  for  the  Difcovery 
i — -v — > to  weigh  and  join  us.  This  was  done  about  noon  ; and  wc 
immediately  flood  away  to  the  Northward,  in  profccution 
of  our  voyage.  Thus,  after  fpending  more  time  about  thefe 
iflatids,  than  was  ncceflary  to  liave  anfwered  all  our  pur- 
pofes,  wc  were  obliged  to  leave  them  before  we  had  com- 
pleted our  water,  and  got  from  them  fuch  a quantity  of  re- 
frefliments  as  th.eir  inhabitants  were  both  able  and  willing 
to  have  fupplied  us  with.  But,  as  it  was,  our  fhip  pro- 
cured from  them  provifions,  fufficient  for  three  weeks  at 
lead;  and  Captain  Clerke,  more  fortunate  than  u's,  got,  of 
their  vegetable  productions,  a fupply  that  lafted  his  people 
upward  of  two  months.  The  obfervations  I was  enabled  to 
make,  combined  with  thofe  of  Mr.  Anderfon,  who  was  a 
very  ufeful  afliftant  on  all  fuch  occafions,  will  furnifh  ma- 
terials for  the  next  chapter. 
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7 he  Situation  of  the  If.  an. is  now  difcrcered. — Their  Names. 
— Called  the  Sandwich  If  and s. — Atooi  defer  Used — The  . 
Soil — Climate. — V i egetable  Productions. — Birds. — Fife. 
— Dome  fie  Animals. — Pcrfrns  of  the  Inhabitants. — Their 
Df [of lion. — Drefs. — Ornaments. — Habitations.— Food. 
— Coolery. — Amufements. — Manufactures. — JVor  king- 
tools. — Knowledge  of  Iron  accounted  for. — Canoes. — 
Agriculture. — Account  of  one  of  their  Chiefs. — Wea- 
pons.— Cuftoms  agreeing  with  tbofe  of  Tongataboo  and 
Otaheite. — Their  Language  the  fame. — Extent  of  this 
Nation  throughout  the  Pacific  Ocean. — Reflections  on  the 
ufeful  Situation  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands. 


IT  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  the  iflands  in  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean,  which  our  late  voyages  hare  added  to  the 
geography  of  the  globe,  have  been  generally  found  lying  in 
groups  or  chillers } the  fingle  intermediate  iflands,  as  yet 
difeovered,  being  few  in  proportion  to  the  others ; though, 
probably,  there  are  many  more  of  them  Hill  unknown,  which 
ferve  as  fteps  between  the  feveral  clutters.  Of  what  number 
this  newly-difcovered  Archipelago  confifts,  mud  be  left  for 
future  invefligation.  We  faw  five  of  them,  whofe  names,  as 
given  to  us  by  the  natives,  are  Woahoo,  Atooi,  Oneeheow, 
Oreehoua,  and  Tahoora.  The  laft  is  a fmall  elevated  illand, 
lying  four  or  five  leagues  from  the  South  Eatt  point  of  Oncc- 
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i778-  heow,  in  the  direction  of  South,  69*  Weft.  We  were  told, 

< , — -/  that  it  abounds  with  birds,  which  are  its  only  inhabitants. 

We  alfo  got  fome  information  of  the  exiftence  of  a low  un- 
inhabited ifland  in  the  neighbourhood,  whofe  name  is 
Tammata  pappa.  Befides  thefe  fix,  which  we  can  diftinguifli 
by  their  names,  it  appeared,  that  the  inhabitants  of  thofe 
with  whom  we  had  intercourfe,  were  acquainted  with  fome 
other  iflands  both  to  the  Eaftward  and  Weftward.  I named 
the  whole  group  the  Sandwich  Illands,  in  honour  of  the 
Earl  of  Sandwich.  Thofe  that  I faw,  arc  fituated  between 
the  latitude  of  210  30',  and  22*  15' North,  and  between  the 
longitude  of  199*  20',  and  201*  30'  Eaft. 

Of  Woahoo,  the  moft  Eafterly  of  thefe  iflands,  feen  by 
us,  which  lies  in  the  latitude  of  21°  36',  we  could  get  no 
other  intelligence,  but  that  it  is  high  land,  and  is  inha- 
bited. 

We  had  opportunities  of  knowing  fome  particulars  about 
Oncehcow,  which  have  been  mentioned  already.  It  lies  fc- 
ven  leagues  to  the  Weftward  of  our  anchoring-place  at 
Atooi ; and  is  not  above  fifteen  leagues  in  circuit.  Its  chief 
vegetable  produce  is  yams;  if  we  may  judge  from  what  was 
brought  to  us  by  the  natives.  They  have  fait,  which  they 
call  patai ; and  is  produced  in  fait  ponds.  With  it  they  cure 
both  fifh  and  pork  ; and  fome  fait  fifh,  which  we  got  from 
them,  kept  very  well,  and  were  found  to  be  very  good.  This 
ifland  is  moftly  low  land,  except  the  part  facing  Atooi, 
which  rifes  diredlly  from  the  fca  to  a good  height ; as  does 
alfo  the  South  Eaft  point  of  it,  which  terminates  in  a round 
hill.  It  was  on  the  Weft  fide  of  this  point  where  our  fhips 
anchored. 

Of  Oreehoua  we  know  nothing  more  than  that  it  is  a fmall 
elevated  ifland,  lying  clofe  to  the  North  fide  of  Oneeheow. 
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Atooi,  which  is  the  larged,  being  the  principal  feene  of  ^7^ 

our  operations,  I (hall  now  proceed  to  lay  before  ray  readers  ... > 

what  information  I was  able  to  collet  about  it,  either  from 
actual  obfervation,  while  on  fliorc,  or  from  converfation 
with  its  inhabitants,  who  were  perpetually  on  board  the 
Ihips  while  we  lay  at  anchor;  and  w»ho,  in  general,  could 
be  tolerably  well  underftood,  by  thofc  of  us  who  had  ac- 
quired an  acquaintance  with  the  dialects  of  the  South  Pa- 
cific Illands.  It  is,  however,  to  be  regretted,  that  we  fliould* 
have  been  obliged,  fo  foon,  to  leave  a place,  which,  as  far  as 
our  opportunities  of  knowing  reached,  feemed  to  be  highly 
worthy  of  a more  accurate  examination. 

Atooi,  from  what  we  faw  of  it,  is,  at  lead,  ten  leagues 
in  length  from  Ead  to  Wed  ; from  whence  its  circuit  may 
nearly  be  guefled,  though  it  appears  to  be  much  broader 
at  the  Ead  titan  at  the  Wed  point,  if  we  may  judge  front' 
the  double  range  of  hills  which  appeared  there.  The  road, 
or  anchoring-place,  which  we  occupied,  is  on  the  South 
Wed  fide  of  the  idand,  about  fix  miles  from  the  Wed  end, 
before  a village  which  has  the  name  of  Wymoa.  As  far  as 
we  founded,  we  found,  that  the  bank  has  a fine  grey  fand 
at  the  bottom,  and  is  free  from  rocks ; except  a little  to  the 
Eadward  of  the  village,  w'here  there  fpits  out  a iltoal,  on 
which  arc  fome  rocks  and  breakers ; but  they  are  not  far 
from  the  fhore.  This  road  would  be  entirely  flteltered  from 
the  trade  wind,  if  the  height  of  the  land,  over  which  it 
blows,  did  not  alter  its  direction,  and  make  it  follow  that  of 
the  coad ; fo  that  it  blows  at  North  Ead,  on  one  fide  of  the 
idand,  and  at  Ead  South  Ead,  or  South  Ead,  on  the  other, 
falling  obliquely  upon  the  fliore.  Thus  the  road,  though 
fituated  on  the  lee  fide  of  the  idand,  is  a little  expofed  to  the 
trade  wind;  but,  notwithdanding  this  defeat,  is  far  from- 
4 being. 
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February  being  a bad  flation,  and  much  fuperior  to  thofe  which  ne- 
— ceflity  obliges  Ihips  daily  to  ufe,  in  regions  where  the  winds 
are  both  more  variable  and  more  boiflerous ; as  ac  Tenerifl'e, 
Madeira,  the  Azores,  and  elfewhere.  The  landing  too  is 
more  eafy  than  at  mod  of  thofe  places  ; and,  unlefs  in  very 
bad  weather,  always  prafticable.  The  water  to  be  got  in  the 
neighbourhood  is  excellent,  and  eafy  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
boats.  But  no  wood  can  be  cut  at  any  didance,  convenient 
enough  to  bring  it  from,  unlefs  the  natives  could  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  part  with  the  few  ctoia  trees  (for  fo  they  call 
the  cordia fsbajlina),  that  grow  about  their  villages,  or  a fort 
called  dooe  dooe,  that  grow  farther  up  the  country. 

The  land,  as  to  its  general  appearance,  does  not,  in  the 
lead,  refemble  any  of  the  iflands  we  have  hitherto  vifited 
within  the  tropic,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  equator ; if  we  ex- 
cepu  its  hills  near  the  centre,  which  are  high,  but  dope 
gently  to  the  fea,  or  lower  lands.  Though  it  be  deftitute  of 
the  delightful  borders  of  Otaheite,  and  of  the  luxuriant 
plains  of  Tongataboo,  covered  with  trees,  which  at  once 
afford  a friendly  Ihelter  from  the  fcorching  fun,  and  an 
enchanting  profpect  to  the  eye,  and  food  for  the  natives, 
which  may  be  truly  faid  to  drop  from  the  trees  into  their 
mouths,  without  the  laborious  tafk  of  rearing;  though,  I 
fay,  Atooi  be  deditute  of  thefc  advantages,  its  poflefling  a 
greater  quantity  of  gently-riCng  land,  renders  it,  in  fome 
meafure,  fuperior  to  the  above  favourite  iflands,  as  being 
more  capable  of  improvement^ 

The  height  of  the  land  within,  the  quantity  of  clouds 
which  we  faw,  during  the  whole  time  we  ftaid,  hanging 
over  it,  and  frequently  on  the  other  parts,  feems  to  put  it  be- 
yond all  doubt,  that  there  is  a fuflicient  fupply  of  water ; and 
S that 
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that  there  are  fome  running  dreams  which  we  did  not  fee, 
cfpccially  in  the  deep  valleys,  at  the  entrance  of  which  < — . — > 
the  villages  commonly  Hand.  From  the  wooded  part  to  the 
fea,  the  ground  is  covered  with  an  excellent  fort  of  grafs, 
about  two  feet  high,  which  grows  fometimes  in  tufts,  and, 
though  not  very  thick  at  the  place  where  we  were,  feemed 
capable  of  being  converted  into  plentiful  crops  of  fine  hay. 

But  not  even  a Ihrub  grows  naturally  on  this  extenfive 
fpacc. 

In  the  break,  or  narrow  valley,  through  which  we  had 
our  road  to  the  moral,  the  foil  is  of  a brownilh  black  colour, 
fomewhat  loofe ; but  as  we  advanced  upon  the  high  ground, 
it  changed  to  a reddifh  brown,  more  flifT  and  clayey,  though, 
at  this  time,  brittle  from  its  drynefs.  It  is  mod  probably 
the  fame  all  over  the  cultivated  parts  j for  what  adhered  to 
mod  of  the  potatoes,  bought  by  us,  which,  no  doubt,  came 
from  very  different  fpots,  was  of  this  fort.  Its  quality, 
however,  may  be  better  underftood  from  its  products,  than 
from  its  appearance.  For  the  vale,  or  moifl:  ground,  pro- 
duces taro,  of  a much  larger  fize  than  any  we  had  ever  feen ; 
and  the  higher  ground  furnifhes  fweet  potatoes,  that  often 
weigh  ten,  and  fometimes  twelve  or  fourteen  pounds ; very 
few  being  under  two  or  three. 

The  temperature  of  the  climate  may  be  eafily  guefled 
from  the  fituation  of  the  ifland.  Were  we  to  judge  of  it 
from  our  experience,  it  might  be  faid  to  be  very  variable  ; 
for,  according  to  the  generally  received  opinion,  it  was 
now  the  fcafon  of  the  year,  when  the  weather  is  fuppofed 
to  be  moll  fettled,  the  fun  being  at  his  greateft  annual  dif- 
tance.  The  heat  was,  at  this  time,  very  moderate;  and 
few  of  thofc  inconveniences,  which  many  tropical  countries 
arc  fubjedt  to,  either  from  heat  or  moiflure,  feem  to  be 
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i778-  experienced  here,  as  the  habitations  of  the  natives  are  quite 
— v — - clofe;  and  they  fait  both  fifii  and  pork,  which  keepwell, 
contrary  to  what  has  ufually  been  obferved  to  be  the  cafe, 
when  this  operation  is  attempted  in  hot  countries.  Neither 
did  we  find  any  dews  of  confcqucncc,  which  may,  in  fomc 
mcafure,  be  accounted  for,  by  the  lower  part  of  the  country 
being  deftitute  of  trees. 

The  rock  that  forms  the  fides  of  the  valley,  and  which 
feems  to  be  the  fame  with  that  feen  by  us  at  different 
parts  of  the  coafl,  is  a greyith  black,  ponderous  (lone ; but 
honey-combed,  with  fome  very  minute  fhining  particles, 
and  fome  fpots  of  a rufty  colour  interfperfed.  The  laft  gives 
it  often  a reddifh  cafl,  when  at  a diftance.  It  is  of  an  im- 
tnenfc  depth,  but  feems  divided  into  Jlrata,  though  nothing 
is  interpofed.  For  the  large  pieces  always  broke  off  to  a 
determinate  thicknefs,  without  appearing  to  have  adhered 
to  thofe  below  them.  Other  ftones  arc  probably  much 
more  various,  than  in  the  Southern  iflands.  For,  during 
our  ffiort  flay,  befides  the  lapis  lydius,  which  feems  com- 
mon all  over  the  South  Sea,  we  found  a fpccies  of  cream- 
coloured  whetftonc,  icmetimes  variegated  with  blacker  or 
whiter  veins,  as  marble ; or  in  pieces,  as  breccU ; and  com- 
mon writing  flate,  as  well  as  a coarfer  fort ; but  we  Jaw  none 
of  them  in  their  natural  Hate  ; and  the  natives  brought  fome 
pieces  of  a coarfe  whitilh  pumice-ftone.  We  got  alfo  a 
brown  fort  of  hematites , which,  from  being  ftrongly  at- 
tratffed  by  the  magnet,  difeovered  the  quantity  of  metal  that 
it  contained,  and  feems  to  belong  to  the  fecond  fpccies  of 
Cronftedt,  though  Linnatus  has  placed  it  amongfl  his  intraila- 
bilia.  But  its  variety  could  not  be  dilcovered  ; for  what  we 
faw  of  it,  as  well  as  the  Hates  and  whetftones,  was  cut  arti- 
ficially. 3 
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Qcfidcs  the  vegetable  articles,  bought  by  us  as  refrclh- 
mcnts,  amongll  which  were,  ac  Ieaft,  five  or  fix  varieties  of 
plantains,  the  ifland  produces  bread-fruit;  though  it  feems 
to  be  fcarcc,  as  we  law  only  one  tree,  which  was  large,  and 
had  fomc  fruit  upon  it.  There  arc  alfo  a few  cocoa-palms  ; 
yams,  as  we  were  told,  for  we  faw  none ; the  kappe  of  the 
Friendly  Illands,  or  Virginian  arum  ; the  etooa  tree,  and  fweet 
imelling  gardenia,  or  cape  jafm'uie.  We  faw  feveral  trees  of 
the  doac  dooe,  fo  ufeful  at  Otaheitc,  as  bearing  the  oily  nuts, 
which  are  ftuck  upon  a kind  of  lkcwer,  and  burnt  as 
candles.  Our  people  faw  them  ufed,  in  the  fame  manner, 
at  Onceheow.  We  were  not  on  (horc  at  Atooi  but  in  the 
day  time,  and  then  we  faw  the  natives  wearing  thefe  nuts, 
hung  on  firings,  round  the  neck.  There  is  a fpecies  of  fida, 
or  Indian  mallow,  fomewhat  altered,  by  the  climate,  from 
what  we  faw  at  Chriftmas  Ifland ; the  morinda  cilrifolia,  which 
is  called  none-,  a fpecies  of  convolvulus ; the  ava,  or  intoxicat- 
ing pepper;  and  great  numbers  of  gourds-  Thefe  lall 
grow  to  a very  large  lize,  and  arc  of  a vaft  variety  of  fliapes, 
which  probably  is  effected  by  art.  Upon  the  dry  land, 
about  the  village,  grew  a plant,  that  we  had  never  feen  in 
thefe  fcas,  of  the  fize  of  a common  thiftle,  and  prickly,  like 
that ; but  bearing  a fine  flower,  almoft  refcmbling  a white 
poppy.  This,  with  another  fmali  one,  were  the  only  un- 
common plants,  which  our  Ihort  excurlion  gave  us  an  op- 
portunity of  obferving. 

The  fcarlet  birds,  already  deferibed,  which  were  brought 
for  fale,  were  never  met  with  alive ; but  we  faw  a fingie 
fmali  one,  about  the  fize  of  a canary-bird,  of  a deep  crimfon 
colour ; a large  owl ; two  large  brown  hawks,  or  kites  ; and  a 
wild  duck.  The  natives  mentioned  the  names  of  feveral  other 
birds ; amongll  which  we  knew  the  otoo,  or  blucilh  heron  ; 
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and  the  torala,  a fort  of  whimbrel,  which  are  known  by  the 
< fame  names  at  Otaheitc ; and  it  is  probable,  that  there  are 
a great  many  forts,  judging  by  the  quantity  of  fine  yellow, 
green,  and  very  fmall,  velvet-like,  black  feathers  ufed 
upon  the  cloaks,  and  other  ornaments,  worn  by  the  in- 
habitants. 

Fifh,  and  other  marine  productions  were,  to  appearance, 
not  various;  as,  befides  the  fmall  mackerel,  we  only  faw 
common  mullets  ; a fort  of  a dead  white,  or  chalky  colour; 
a fmall,  brownilh  rock-filh,  fpotted  with  blue  j a turtle,, 
which  was  penned  up  in  a pond ; and  three  or  four  forts  of 
fifh  falted.  The  few  fhell-fifh,  that  we  faw,  were  chiefly 
converted  into  ornaments,  though  they  neither  had  beauty 
nor  novelty  to  recommend  them. 

The  hogs,  dogs,  and  fowls,  which  were  the  only  tame  or 
domellic  animals  that  wc  found  here,  were  all  of  the  fame 
kind  that  we  met  with  at  the  South  Pacific  iflands.  There 
were  alfo  fmall  lizards;  and  fome  rats,  refembling  thofc 
feen  at  every  ifland  at  which  we  had,  as  yet,  touched. 

The  inhabitants  arc  of  a middling  ftature,  firmly  made, 
with  fome  exceptions,  neither  remarkable  for  a beautiful 
ihape,  nor  for  ftriking  features,  which  rather  exprefs  an 
opennefs  and  good-nature,  than  a keen,  intelligent  difpofi- 
tion.  Their  vifage,  efpecially  amongft  the  women,  is  fome- 
times  round;  but  others  have  it  long;  nor  can  we  fay,  that 
they  arc  diftinguilhed,  as  a nation,  by  any  general  call  of 
countenance.  Their  colour  is  nearly  of  a nut  brown;  and 
it  may  be  difficult  to  make  a nearer  companion,  if  we  take 
in  all  the  different  hues  of  that  colour;  but  fome  individuals 
are  darker.  The  women  have  been  already  mentioned,  as 
being  little  more  delicate  than  the  men,  in  their  formation ; 
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and  I may  fay,  that,  with  a very  few  exceptions,  they  have  Fe{”®‘r 
little  claim  to  thofc  peculiarities  that  diftinguifh  the  fex,  in  *— v— — * 
other  countries.  There  is,  indeed,  a more  remarkable  equa- 
lity in  the  fize,  colour,  and  figure  of  both  fexes,  than  in 
molt  places  I have  vifited.  However,  upon  the  whole,  they 
arc  far  from  being  ugly,  and  appear  to  have  few  natural  de- 
formities of  any  kind.  ■ Their  fkin  is  not  very  fofr,  nor 
fhining ; perhaps  for  want  of  oiling,  which  is  pra&ifed  at 
the  Southern  illands ; but  their  eyes  and  teeth  are,  in  gene- 
ral, very  tolerable.  The  hair,  for  the  greateft  part,  is 
flraight,  though,  in  fome,  frizzling;  and  though  its  na- 
tural colour  be,  commonly,  black,  it  is  ilained,  as  at  the 
Friendly  and  other  illands.  We  faw  but  few  inftanccs  of 
corpulence ; and  thefc  oftener  amongft  the  women  than  the 
men ; but  it  was  chiefly  amongft  the  latter  that  perfonal 
defedls  were  obferved,  though,  if  any  of  them  can  claim 
a fharc  of  beauty,  it  was  mod  confpicuous  amongft  the 
young  men. 

They  are  vigorous,  active,  and  mod  expert  fwimmers ; 
leaving  their  canoes  upon  the  mod  trifling  occafion  ; diving 
under  them  ; and  fwimming  to  others  though  at  a great 
diltancc.  It  was  very  common  to  fee  women,  with  infants 
at  the  bread,  when  the  furf  was  fo  high,  that  they  could 
not  land  in  the  canoes,  leap  overboard,  and  without  endan- 
gering their  little  ones,  fwim  to  the  Ihore,  through  a fea 
that  looked  dreadful. 

They  feem  to  be  bleft  with  a frank,  cheerful  difpofition; 
and  were  I to  draw  any  comparifons,  fliould  fay,  that  they 
arc  equally  free  from  the  fickle  levity  which  diftinguilhes 
the  natives  of  Otahcite,  and  the  fedate  call  obfervable 
amongft  many  of  thofe  of  Tongataboo.  They  feem  to  live 
very  1‘ociably  in  their  intcrcourfc  with  one  another;  and, 
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except  the  propenfity  to  thieving,  which  feems  innate  in 
' mod  of  the  people  we  have  vilited  in  this  ocean,  they  were 
exceedingly  friendly  to  us.  And  it  does  their  fenfibility  no 
little  credit,  without  flattering  ourfclves,  that  when  they 
faw  the  various  articles  of  our  European  manufacture,  they 
could  not  help  expreffing  their  furprize,  by  a mixture  of  joy 
and  concern,  that  feemed  to  apply  the  cafe,  as  a lcll'on  of 
humility  to  thcmfelvcs ; and,  on  all  occasions,  they  ap- 
peared deeply  impreffed  with  a confcioufnefs  of  their  own 
inferiority ; a behaviour  which  equally  exempts  their  na- 
tional character  from  the  prepofterous  pride  of  the  more 
polilhed  Japanefe,  and  of  the  ruder  Greenlander.  It  was  a 
pleafure  to  obferve  with  how  much  affection  the  women 
managed  their  infants,  and  how  readily  the  men  lent  their 
afliftance  to  fuch  a tender  oflicc  j thus  fufhciently  diflin- 
guifhing  themfelvcs  from  thofe  favages,  who  eftcem  a wife 
and  child  as  things  rather  neceffary,  than  defirable,  or 
worthy  of  their  notice. 

From  the  numbers  which  we  faw  collected  at  every  vil- 
lage, as  we  failed  pad,  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that  the  inhabit- 
ants of  this  ifland  are  pretty  numerous.  Any  computation, 
that  we  make,  can  be  only  conjectural.  But,  that  fome 
notion  may  be.  formed,  which  fhall  not  greatly  err  on 
cither  fide,  1 would  fuppofe,  that,  including  the  draggling 
houfes,  there  might  be,  upon  the  whole  ifland,  fixty  fuch 
villages,  as  that  before  which  we  anchored ; and  that,  al- 
lowing five  perfons  to  each  houfe,  there  would  be,  in  every 
village,  five  hundred ; or  thirty  thoufand  upon  the  ifland. 
This  number  is,  certainly,  not  exaggerated } for  we  had 
fometimes  three  thoufand  perfons,  at  lead,  upon  the  beach  • 
when  it  could  not  be  fuppofed,  that  above  a tenth  part  of 
the  inhabitants  were  prefent. 
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lias  been  already  dcfcribed.  The  firft  have  often  much  -> 

larger  pieces  of  cloth  wrapped  round  them,  reaching  from 
juft  below  the  breafts  to  the  hams,  or  lower;  and  feveral 
were  fcen  with  pieces  thrown  loofely  about  the  flioulders, 
which  covered  the  greateft  part  of  the  body;  but  the  chil- 
dren, when  very  young,  are  quite  naked.  They  wear  no- 
thing upon  the  head  ; but  the  hair,  in  both  fexes,  is  cut  in 
different  forms  ; and  the  general  fafhion,  efpecially  among 
the  women,  is,  to  have  it  long  before,  and  fhort  behind. 

The  men  often  had  it  cut,  or  fliaved,  on  each  fide,  in  fuch  a 

manner,  that  the  remaining  part,  in  fome  meafure,  re-  ' 

fembles  the  creft  of  their  caps  or  helmets,  formerly  de- 

feribed.  Both  fexes,  however,  feem  very  carelefs  about 

their  hair,  and  have  nothing  like  combs  to  drefs  it  with. 

Inftances  of  wearing  it,  in  a Angular  manner,  were  fome- 
times  met  with  among  the  men,  who  twift  it  into  a num- 
ber of  feparate  parcels,  like  the  tails  of  a wig,  each  about 
the  thicknefs  of  a finger ; though  the  greateft  part  of  thefe, 
which  are  fo  long  that  they  reach  far  down  the  back,  we 
obferved,  were  artificially  fixed  upon  the  head,  over  their 
own  hair*. 

It  is  remarkable,  that,  contrary  to  the  general  practice  of 
the  iflands  we  had  hitherto  difeovered  in  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
the  people  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands  have  not  their  cars  per- 
forated ; nor  have  they  the  leaft  idea  of  wearing  ornaments 
in  them.  Both  fexes,  neverthelefs,  adorn  thcmfelves  with 
necklaces  made  of  bunches  of  fmall  black  cord,  like  our 

♦ The  print  of  Horn  Ifland,  which  we  meet  with  in  Mr.  Dalrymplc's  account  of 
Le  Mairc  and  Schouten’s  voyage,  reprefer.es  fome  of  the  natives  of  that  ifland  with 
fuch  long  tails,  hanging  from  their  heads,  as  arc  here  described.  See  Dalrymplc* 

V ;yagei  to  the  South  Pacific*  Vol.  ii.  p.  58. 
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hat-firing,  often  above  a hundred-fold;  exa&Iy  like  thofc 
of  Watceoo;  only,  that,  inftead  of  the  two  little  balls,  on 
the  middle  before,  they  fix  a fmall  bit  of  wood,  flone,  or 
fhcll,  about  two  inches  long,  with  a broad  hook,  turning 
forward  at  its  lower  part,  well  polifhed.  They  have,  like- 
wife,  necklaces  of  many  firings  of  very  fmall  fiiclls,  or  of 
the  drigd  flowers  of  the  Indian  mallow.  And,  fometimes, 
a fmall  human  image  of  bone,  about  three  inches  long, 
neatly  polifhed,  is  hung  round  the  neck.  The  women  alfo 
wear  bracelets  of  a Angle  fhcll,  pieces  of  black  wood,  with 
bits  of  ivory  interfperfed,  and  well  polifhed,  fixed  by  a firing 
drawn  very  clofely  through  them  ; or  others  of  hogs  teeth, 
laid  parallel  to  each  other,  with  the  concave  part  outward, 
and  the  points  cut  off,  fattened  together  as  the  former ; 
fomc  of  which,  made  only  of  large  boars’  tufks,  are  very 
elegant*.  The  men,  fometimes,  wear  plumes  of  the  tropic 
birds  feathers,  ftuck  in  their  heads ; or  thofc  of  cocks,  fatt- 
ened round  neat  polifhed  flicks,  two  feet  long,  commonly 
decorated,  at  the  lower  part,  with  oora  j and,  for  the  fame 
purpofe,  the  fkin  of  a white  dog’s  tail  is  fewed  over  a flick, 
with  its  tuft  at  tlie  end.  They  alfo,  frequently,  wear  on 
the  head  a kind  of  ornament,  of  a finger’s  thicknefs,  or  "A 

more,  covered  with  red  and  yellow  feathers,  curioufly  va- 
ried, and  tied  behind  j and  on  the  arm,  above  the  elbow,  a 
a kind  of  broad  fhell-work,  grounded  upon  net- work. 

The  men  are  frequently  punttured,  though  not  in  any 
particular  part,  as  the  Otaheiteans,  and  thofe  of  Tongataboo. 

Sometimes  there  arc  a few  marks  upon  their  hands,  or 
arms,  and  near  the  groin ; but  frequently  we  could  obferve 
none  at  all;  though  a few  individuals  had  more  of  this  fort 

* See  Pl«tc,  N LX VII. 
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of  ornament,  than  we  had  ufually  fcen  at  other  places,  and  _ '7tJ- 
ingenioufly  executed  in  a great  variety  of  lines  and  figures,  < 

on  the  arms  and  fore-part  of  the  body  j on  which  latter,  foinc 
of  them  had  the  figure  of  the  taame,  or  breaft-plate,  of  Ota- 
heite,  though  we  did  not  meet  with  the  thing  itfelf  atnongft 
them.  Contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  the  Society  and  Friendly 
Klands,  they  do  not  flit,  or  cut  off,  part  of  the  prepuce ; but 
have  it,  univerfally,  drawn  over  the  plans,  and  tied  with 
a firing,  as  praefifed  by  fome  of  the  natives  of  New 
Zealand. 

Though  they  feem  to  have  adopted  the  mbde  of  living  in 
villages,  there  is  no  appearance  of  defence,  or  fortification, 
near  any  of  them  ; and  the  houfes  are  fcattered  about,  with- 
out any  order,  cither  with  refpeft  to  their  difiances  from 
each  other,  or  their  pofition  in  any  particular  direction. 

Neither  is  there  any  proportion  as  to  their  fizc  ; fome  being 
large  and  commodious,  from  forty  to  fifty  feet  long,  and 
twenty  or  thirty  broad,  while  others  of  them  are  mere  ho- 
vels. Their  figure  is  not  unlike  oblong  corn,  or  hay-ftacks ; 
or,  perhaps,  a better  idea  may  be  conceived  of  them,  if  we 
fuppofe  the  roof  of  a barn  placed  on  the  ground,  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  form  a high,  acute  ridge,  with  two  very  low 
fidcs,  hardly  difcemible  at  a diftance.  The  gable,  at  each 
end,  correfponding  to  the  fidcs,  makes  thefe  habitations  per- 
fcfrly  clofe  all  round ; and  they  are  well  thatched  with 
long  grafs,  which  is  laid  on  flender  poles,  difpofed  with 
fome  regularity.  The  entrance  is  made  indifferently  in  the 
end  or  fide,  and  is  an  oblong  hole,  fo  low,  that  one  mult 
rather  creep  than  walk  in ; and  is  often  Ihut  up  by  a board 
of  planks,  fattened  together,  which  ferves  as  a door,  but 
having  no  hinges,  mult  be  removed  occafionally.  No  light 
enters  the  houfe,  but  by  this  opening ; and  though  fuch 
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clofe  habitations  may  afford  a comfortable  retreat  in  bad 
weather,  they  fecm  but  ill-adapted  to  the  warmth  of  the 
climate.  They  are,  however,  kept  remarkably  clean  ; and 
their  floors  are  covered  with  a large  quantity  of  dried  grafs, 
over  which  they  fpread  mats  to  fit  and  fleep  upon.  At  one 
end  Hands  a kind  of  bench,  about  three  feet  high,  on  which 
their  houfehold  utenfils  are  placed.  The  catalogue  is  not  long. 
Jt  confifts  of  gourd-fliells,  which  they  convert  into  veflels  that 
ferve  as  bottles  to  hold  water,  and  as  bafkets  to  contain  their 
vidtuals,  and  other  things,  with  covers  of  the  fame ; and  of 
a few  wooden  bowls  and  trenchers,  of  different  fizes.  Judg- 
ing from  what  we  faw  growing,  and  from  what  was  brought 
to  market,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  greatefl  part  of  their 
vegetable  food  confifts  of  fwcet  potatoes,  taro,  and  plantains ; 
and  that  bread-fruit  and  yams  are  rather  to  be  efteemed  ra- 
rities. Of  animal  food,  they  can  be  in  no  want  •,  as  they 
have  abundance  of  hogs,  which  run,  without  reftraint, 
about  the  houfc9  ; and  if  they  cat  dogs,  which  is  not  im- 
probable, their  flock  of  thefe  feemed  to  be  very  confiderable. 
The  great  number  of  fifhing-hooks  found  amongft  them, 
fhewed,  that  they  derive  no  inconfidcrable  fupply  of  animal 
food  from  the  fca.  But  it  fliould  feem,  from  their  practice 
of  falling  filh,  that  the  opennefs  of  their  coaft  often  inter- 
rupts the  bufinefs  of  catching  them  j as  it  may  be  naturally 
fuppofed,  that  no  fet  of  people  would  ever  think  of  preferv- 
ing  quantities  of  food  artificially,  if  they  could  depend  upon 
a daily,  tegular  fupply  of  it,  in  its  frelh  ftate.  This  fort  of 
reafoning,  however,  will  not  account  for  their  cuftom  of 
falling  their  pork,  as  well  as  their  fifli,  which  arc  preferved 
in  gourd-lhells.  The  fait,  of  which  they  ufe  a great  quan- 
tity for  this  purpofe,  is  of  a red  colour,  not  very  coarfe,  and 
feems  to  be  much  the  fame  with  what  our  ftragglers  found 
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at  Chriftmas  Ifland.  It  has  its  colour,  doubtlcfs,  from  a mix-  'V9- 

t ebruary. 

ture  of  the  mud,  at  the  bottom  of  the  part  where  it  is  ' 

formed ; for  fome  of  it,  that  had  adhered  in  lumps,  was  of 
a fufficient  whitenefs  and  purity. 

They  bake  their  vegetable  food  with  heated  ftoncs,  as  at 
the  Southern  Iflands  ; and,  from  the  vaft  quantity  whicli  we 
faw  drefled  at  one  time,  we  fufpcdled,  that  the  whole  vil- 
lage, or,  at  leafl,  a confidcrable  number  of  people,  joined 
in  the  ufe  of  a common  oven.  We  did  not  fee  them  drefs 
any  animal  food  at  this  ifland;  but  Mr.  Gore’s  party,  as 
already  mentioned,  had  an  opportunity  of  fatisfying  them- 
felves,  that  it  was  drefled  in  Oneeheotv  in  the  fame  fort  of 
ovens;  which  leaves  no  doubt  of  this  being  alfo  the  pradlice  in 
Atooi ; efpecially  as  we  met  with  no  utenfil  there,  that  could 
be  applied  to  the  purpofe  of  Hewing  or  boiling.  The  only 
artificial  difh  we  met  with,  was  a taro  pudding;  which, 
though  a difagreeable  mefs  from  its  fournefs,  was  greedily 
devoured  by  the  natives.  They  eat  off  a kind  of  wooden 
plates,  or  trenchers;  and  the  women,  as  far  a3  we  could 
judge  from  one  inftance,  if  reftrained  from  feeding  at  the 
fame  difh  with  the  men,  as  at  Otaheite,  are,  at  leafl,  per- 
mitted to  eat  in  the  fame  place  near  them. 

Their  amufements  feem  pretty  various ; for,  during  our 
fhort  flay,  feveral  were  difeovered.  The  dances,  at  which 
they  ufe  the  feathered  cloaks  and  caps,  were  not  feen  -,  but 
from  the  motions  which  they  made  with  their  hands,  on 
other  occafions,  when  they  fung,  wc  could  form  fome  judg- 
ment that  they  arc,  in  fome  degree  at  leafl,  fimilar  to  thofe 
wc  had  met  with  at  the  Southern  Iflands,  though  not  exe- 
cuted fo  Ikilfully.  Neither  had  they,  amongft  them,  either 
flutes  or  reeds;  and  the  only  two  mufical  inflruments 
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February  which  wc  obferved,  were  of  an  exceedingly  rude  kind.  One 
*> — * — ' of  them  docs  not  produce  a melody  exceeding  that  of  a 
child’s  rattle.  It  confifts  of  what  may  be  called  a conic  cap 
inverted,  out  fcarcely  hollowed  at  the  bafe  above  a foot 
high,  made  of  a coarfe,  fedge-like  plant ; the  upper  part  of 
■which,  and  the  edges,  are  ornamented  with  beautiful  red 
feathers  ; and  to  the  point,  or  lower  part,  is  fixed  a gourd- 
fhcll,  larger  than  the  fift  Into  this  is  put  fomething  to 
rattle ; which  is  done  by  holding  the  inftrument  by  the 
fmall  part,  and  Ihaking,  or  rather  moving  it,  from  place  to 
place  brifkly,  either  to  different  fides,  or  backward  and  for- 
ward, juft  before  the  face,  ftriking  the  breaft  with  the  other 
hand  at  the  fame  time*.  The  other  mufical  inftrument  (if 
either  of  them  deferve  that  name)  was  a hollow  vcflcl  of 
wood,  like  a platter,  combined  with  the  ufe  of  two  flicks, 
on  which  one  of  our  gentlemen  faw  a man  performing. 
He  held  one  of  the  flicks,  about  two  feet  long,  as  we  do  a 
fiddle,  with  one  hand,  and  ftruck  it  with  the  other,  which 
was  fmallcr,  and  rcfcmblcd  a drum-flick,  in  a quicker  or 
flower  meafure ; at  the  fame  time  beating  with  his  foot 
upon  the  hollow  vcflel,  that  lay  inverted  upon  the  ground, 
and  thus  producing  a tune,  that  was  by  no  means  difagree- 
able.  This  muftc  was  accompanied  by  the  vocal  perform- 
ance of  fome  women,  whofe  fong  had  a pleafing  and  tender 
effect. 

We  obferved  great  numbers  of  fmall  polifhed  rods,  about 
four  or  five  feet  long,  fomewhat  thicker  than  the  rammer 
of  a mufquet,  with  a tuft  of  long,  white  dog’s  hair  fixed  on 
the  fmall  cgd.  Thefe  are,  probably,  ufed  in  their  diver- 
fions.  We  faw  a perfon  take  one  of  them  in  his  hand,  and, 

• Sec  Plate,  N"  LXVII. 
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holding  it  up,  give  a fmart  ftrokc,  till  he  brought  it  into  an 
horizontal  pofition,  linking  with  the  foot,  on  the  fame  fide,  i — — ~ / 
upon  the  ground,  and,  with  his  other  hand,  beating  his 
bread  at  the  fame  time.  They  play  at  bowls,  with  pieces 
of  the  whetftone  mentioned  before,  of  about  a pound  weight, 
fliaped  fomewhat  like  a fmall  cheefe,  but  rounded  at  the 
fides  and  edges,  which  are  very  nicely  poliihed ; and  they 
have  other  bowls  of  the  fame  fort,  made  of  a heavy,  red- 
diih  brown  clay,  neatly  glazed  over  with  a compofuion  of 
the  fame  colour,  or  of  a coarfe,  dark  grey  flaie.  They  alfo 
ufe,  in  the  manner  that  we  throw  quoits,  fmall,  flat,  rounded 
pieces  of  the  writing  flate,  of  the  diameter  of  the  bowls,  but 
fcarcely  a quarter  of  an  inch  thick,  alfo  well  polifhed. 

From  ihefe  circumftances,  one  would  be  induced  to  think, 
that  their  games  are  rather  trials  of  fkill  than  of  ftrength. 

In  every  thing  manufactured  by  thefe  people,  there  ap- 
pears to  be  an  uncommon  degree  of  neatnefs  and  ingenuity. 

Their  cloth,  which  is  the  principal  manufacture,  is  made 
from  the  mortis  fapyrlfera ; and,  doubtlefs,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  at  Otaheite  and  Tongatabooj  for  we  bought  fomc  of 
the  grooved  flicks,  with  which  it  is  beaten.  Its  texture,  how- 
ever, though  thicker,  is  rather  inferior  to  that  of  the  cloth  of 
either  of  the  other  places ; but,  in  colouring  or  ftaining  it,  the 
people  of  Atooi  difplay  a fuperiority  of  taile,  by  the  endlcls 
variation  of  figures  which  they  execute.  One  would  fup- 
pofe,  on  feeing  a number  of  their  pieces,  that  they  had  bor- 
rowed their  patterns  from  fome  mercer’s  fliop,  in  which  the 
mod  eleganc  productions  of  China  and  Europe  are  collected; . 
belides  fomc  original  patterns  of  their  own.  Their  colours, 
indeed,  except  the  red,  are  not  very  bright  j but  the  regula- 
rity of  the  figures  and  flripcs  is  truly  fuprizing ; for,  as  far 
as  wc  knew,  they  have  nothing  like  damps  or  prints,  tt> 
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*77>-  make  the  imprefiions.  In  what  manner  they  produce  their 
colours,  we  had  not  opportunities  of  learning;  but  befidcs 
the  party-coloured  forts,  they  have  fome  pieces  of  plain 
white  cloth,  and  others  of  a Angle  colour,  particularly  dark 
brown  and  light  blue.  In  general,  the  pieces  which  they 
brought  to  us,  were  about  two  feet  broad,  and  four  or  five 
yards  long,  being  the  form  and  quantity  that  they  ufe  for 
their  common  drefs,  or  man ; and  even  thefe  we  fometimes 
found  were  compofed  of  pieces  fewed  together;  an  art 
which  we  did  not  find  to  the  Southward,  but  is  llrongly, 
though  not  very  neatly,  performed  here.  There  is  alfo  a 
particular  • fort  that  is  thin,  much  refembling  oil-cloth; 
and  which  is  actually  either  oiled  or  foaked  in  fome  kind 
of  varnilh,  and  feems  to  refill  the  adlion  of  water  pretty 
well.  t 

They  fabricate  a great  many  white  mats,  which  arc 
flrong,  with  many  red  llripcs,  rhombufes,  and  other  figures 
interwoven  on  one  fide;  and  often  pretty  large.  Thefe,  pro- 
bably, make  a part  of  their  drefs  occafionally ; for  they 
put  them  on  their  backs  when  they  offered  them  to  fale. 
But  they  make  others  coarfer,  plain  and  llrong,  which  they 
fpread  ovex  their  floors  to  lleep  upon. 

They  llain  their  gourd-lhclls  prettily  with  undulated  lines, 
„ triangles,  and  other  figures  of  a black  colour ; inllances  of 

which  wc  faw  pradtifed  at  New  Zealand.  And  they  feem 
to  poflefs  the  art  of  varnilhing ; for  fome  of  thefe  flained 
gourd- (hells  are  covered  with  a kind  of  lacker;-  and  on 
other  occafions,  they  ufe  a llrong  fizc,  or  gluey  fubllance,  to 
fallen  their  things  together.  Their  wooden  dilhes  and 
bowls,  out  of  which  they  drink  their  ava,  are  of  the  ttooa- 
tree,  or  cordia , as  neat,  as  if  made  in  our  turning-lathe;,  and 

perhaps 
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perhaps  better  polifhed.  And  among!!  their  articles  of 
handicraft,  may  be  reckoned  fmall  fquare  fans  of  mat 
or  wicker-work,  with  handles  tapering  from  them  of  the 
fame,  or  of  wood ; which  are  neatly  wrought  with  fmall 
cords  of  hair,  and  fibres  of  the  cocoa-nut  coir,  intermixed. 
The  great  variety  of  fi(hing-hooks  arc  ingcnioully  made ; 
fome  of  bone,  others  of  wood  pointed  with  bone,  and  many 
of  pearl  (hell.  Of  the  laft,  fome  are  like  a fort  that  we 
faw  at  Tongataboo ; and  others  limply  curved,  as  the  com- 
mon fort  at  Otaheite,  as  well  as  the  wooden  ones.  The 
bones  are  moflly  fmall,  and  compofcd  of  two  pieces;  and 
all  the  different  forts  have  a barb,  cither  on  the  infidc,  like 
ours,  or  on  the  outfide,  oppofite  the  fame  part ; but  others 
have  both,  the  outer  one  being  fartheft  from  the  point.  Of 
this  laft  fort,  one  was  procured,  nine  inches  long,  of  a fingle 
piece  of  bone,  which,  doubtlefs,  belonged  to  fome  large 
fifh.  Tire  elegant  form  and  polifh  of  this  could  nor,  cer- 
tainly, be  outdone  by  any  European  artift,  even  if  he  fhould 
add  all  his  knowledge  in  defign,  to  the  number  and  conve- 
nience of  his  tools.  They  polifh  their  ftones,  by  conftant 
ffidlion,  with  pumice-ftone  in  water;  and  fuch  of  their 
working  inftruments,  of  tools,  as  I faw,  rcfembled  thofeof 
the  Southern  Iflands.  Their  hatchets,  or  rather  adzes,  were 
exadlly  of  the  fame  pattern,  and  either  made  of  the  fame 
fort  of  blackifh  ftone,  or  of  a clay-coloured  one.  They 
have  alfo  little  inftruments  made  of  a fingle  fhark’s  tooth, 
fome  of  which  are  fixed  to  the  forepart  of  a dog's  jaw- 
bone, and  others  to  a thin  wooden  handle  of  the  fame 
fhape;  and  at  the  other  end  there  is  a bit  of  firing  fatten- 
ed through  a fmall  perforation.  Thefe  ferve  as  knives  oc- 
cafionally,  and  are,  perhaps,  ufed  in  carving. 


A VOYAGE  TO 


V:». 

Fcbruwy, 


Tiic  only  iron  tools,  or  rather  bits  of  iron,  feen  amongfl 
them,  and  which  they  had  before  our  arrival,  were  a piece 
of  iron  hoop,  about  two  inches  long,  fitted  into  a wooden 
-handle*;  and  another  edge-tool,  which  bur  people  guefled 
-to  be  made  of  the  point  of  a broad-fword.  Their  having 
the  actual  pofiefiion  of  thefe,  and  their  fo  generally  know- 
ing the  ufe  of  this  metal,  inclined  fome  on  board  to  think, 
that  we  had  not  been  the  firft  European  vifiters  of  thefe 
illands.  l!ur,  it  feems  to  me,  that  the  very  great  furprize 
exprefied  by  them,  on  feeing  our  fhips,  and  their  total  ig- 
norance of  the  ufe  of  fire-arms,  cannot  be  reconciled  with 
fuch  a notion.  There  are  many  ways,  by  which  fuch  people 
may  get  pieces  of  iron,  or  acquire  the  knowledge  of  the  ex- 
iilcnce  of  fuch  a metal,  without  having  ever  had  an  imme- 
diate connc&ion  with  nations  that  uie  if.  It  can  hardly 
be  doubted,  that  it  was  unknown  to  all  the  inhabitants  of 
this  fea,  before  Magellan  led  the  way  into  it;  for  no  difeo- 
vercr,  immediately  after  his  voyage,  ever  found  any  of  this 
metal  in  their  pofiefiion ; though,  in  the  courfe  of  our  late 
voyages,  it  has  been  oblcrved,  that  the  ufe  of  it  was  known 
at  feveral  ifiands,  to  which  no  former  European  fhips  had 
ever,  as  far  as  we  know,  found  their  way.  At  all  the  places 
where  Mendana  touched,  in  his  two  voyages,  it  muft  have 
been  feen  and  left;  and  this  would  extend  the  knowledge  of 
it,  no  doubt,  to  all  the  various  ifiands  with  which  thofe, 
whom  he  had  vifited,  had  any  immediate  intcrcourfe.  It 
might  even  be  carried  farther ; and  where  fpccimcns  of  this 
favourite  article  could  not  be  procured,  deferiptions  might, 
in  fome  meafure,  ferve  to  make  it  known,  when  afterward 
feen.  The  next  voyage  to  the  Southward  of  the  line,  in 

* Captain  King  purchafcd  this,  and  has  it  now  in  his  poSciEon. 
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which  any  intercourfe  was  had  with  the  natives  of  this 
ocean,  was  that  of  Quiros,  who  landed  at  Sagittaria,  the  *■ 
Illand  of  Handfomc  People,  and  at  Tierra  del  Efpiritu 
Santo ; at  all  which  places,  and  at  thofc  with  whom  they 
had  any  communication,  it  mud,  of  confequcncc,  have 
been  made  known.  To  him  fuccecded,  in  this  navigation, 
Lc  Maire  and  Schouten,  whofe  connexions  with  the  na- 
tives commenced  much  farther  to  the  Eaflward,  and  ended 
at  Cocos  and  Horn  Illands.  It  was  not  furprifing,  that,  when 
I vifited  Tongataboo  in  1773,  I fhould  find  a bit  of  iron  there, 
as  we  knew  that  Tafman  had  vifited  it  before  me ; but, 
let  us  fuppofe,  that  he  had  never  difeovered  the  Friendly 
Illands,  our  finding  iron  among!!  them  would  have  occa- 
fioned  much  fpcculation  ; though  we  have  mentioned  be- 
fore *,  the  method  by  which  they  had  gained  a renewal  of 
their  knowledge  of  this  metal,  which  confirms  my  hypo- 
thefis.  For  Neeootaboo  taboo,  or  Bofcawen’s  Ifland,  where 
Captain  Wallis’s  fhips  left  it,  and  from  whence  Poulaho  re- 
ceived it,  lies  fome  degrees  to  the  North  Weft  of  Tonga- 
taboo.  It  is  well  known,  that  Roggcwcin  loft  one  of  his 
fhips  on  the  Pernicious  Iflands ; which,  from  their  fituation, 
are,  probably,  not  unknown  to,  though  not  frequently  vi- 
fited by,  the  inhabitants  of  Otaheite  and  the  Society  Illands. 

It  is  equally  certain,  that  thefe  laft  people  had  a knowledge 
of  iron,  and  purchafed  it  with  the  grcateft  avidity,  when 
Captain  Wallis  difeovered  Otaheite:  and  this  knowledge 
could  only  have  been  acquired,  through  the  mediation  of 
thofe  neighbouring  iflands  where  it  had  been  originally 
left.  Indeed  they  acknowledge,  that  this  was  aXtially  the 
cafe ; and  they  have  told  us  fince,  that  they  held  it  in  fuch 

• See  Vol.  t.  p.  37©. 
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1778-  eftimation,  before  Captain  Wallis’s  arrival,  that  a Chief  of 
^ February, , who  had  got  two  nails  into  his  pofleflion,  re- 

ceived no  fmall  emolument,  by  letting  out  the  ufe  of  thefe 
to  his  neighbours,  for  the  purpofe  of  boring  holes,  when 
their  own  methods  failed,  or  were  thought  too  tedious*. 
The  men  of  the  Society  Iflands,  whom  we  found  at  Wateeoo, 
had  been  driven  thither,  long  after  the  knowledge  and 
ufe  of  iron  had  thus  been  introduced  amongft  their  coun- 
trymen ; and  though,  probably,  they  had  no  fpccimen  of  it 
with  them,  they  would  naturally,  and  with  eafe,  communi- 
cate at  that  ifland  their  knowledge  of  this  valuable  mate- 
rial, by  defeription.  From  the  people  of  Wateeoo  again, 
thofe  of  Hervey’s  Ifland  might  derive  that  defire  to  po fiefs 
fome  of  it,  of  which  we  had  proofs  during  our  fliort  inter- 
courfe  with  them. 

The  confideration  of  thefe  fatfts  fufficiently  explains  how 
the  knowledge  of  iron  has  been  conveyed  throughout  this 
ocean,  to  iflands  which  never  have  had  an  immediate  inter- 
courfe  with  Europeans ; and  it  may  cafily  be  conceived,  that 
wherever  the  hiftory  of  it  only  has  been  reported,  or  a very 
fmall  quantity  of  it  has  been  left,  the  greater  eagernefs  will 
be  fhewn  by  the  natives  to  get  copious  fupplies  of  it.  The 
application  of  thefe  particulars,  to  the  inflance  now  under 
confideration,  is  obvious.  The  people  of  Atooi  and  Oncc- 
heow,  without  having  ever  been  vifited  by  Europeans  be- 
fore us,  might  have  received  it  from  intermediate  iflands, 

* A fimilar  inftance  of  profitable  revenue,  drawn  from  the  ufe  of  nails  by  the 
Chiefs  of  the  Caroline  Iflands,  is  mentioned  by  father  Cantova  ; «*  Si,  par  hazard,  un 
“ vaifleau  ctranger  laiflc  dans  leurs  ifles  quclqucs  vieux  morccaux  dc  fer,  ils  appar- 
4t  tiennent  dc  droit  aux  Tamolcs,  qui  cn  font  ftu'rc  dcs  outils,  1c  mieux  qu’il  eft  pof- 
il  fible.  Cts  outils  font  un  fond  dont  le  Tamulc  tire  un  revenu  confidcrable,  car  il 
4‘  les  donne  a Jouage,  & cc  leuage  fe  payc  aflez  chcre.”  p.  314, 
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lying  between  them  and  the  Ladroncs,  which  have  been  f.c'b7r^ 
frequented  by  the  Spaniards,  almod  ever  fince  the  date  of  v— > — ■ 
Magellan’s  voyage.  Or,  if  the  diftant  Weftern  fituation  of 
the  Ladrones  fliould  render  this  folution  Id's  probable,  is 
there  not  the  extenfivc  continent  of  America  to  windward, 
where  the  Spaniards  have  been  fettled  for  more  than  two 
hundred  years ; during  which  long  period  of  time,  fhip- 
wrecks  mud  have  frequently  happened  on  its  coads?  It 
cannot  be  thought  at  all  extraordinary,  that  part  of  fucli 
wrecks,  containing  iron,  Ihould,  by* the  Eadcrly  trade  wind, 
be,  from  time  to  time,  call  upon  illands  feattered  about  this 
vaft  ocean.  The  diftance  of  Atooi  from  America,  is  no  ar- 
gument again!!  this  fuppofition.  But  even  if  it  were,  it 
would  not  deftroy  it.  This  ocean  is  traverfed  every  year  by 
Spanilh  fliips  j and  it  is  obvious,  that,  befides  the  accident 
of  lofing  a mad,  and  its  appendages,  calks  with  iron  hoops, 
and  many  other  things  containing  iron,  may  be  thrown, 
or  may  fall  overboard,  during  fo  long  a paflage,  and  thus 
find  their  way  to  land.  But  thefe  are  not  mere  conjeftures 
and  podibilities  ; for  one  of  my’  people  actually  did  fee  fome 
wood  in  one  of  the  houfes  at  Wymoa,  which  he  judged  to 
be  fir.  It  was  worm-eaten,  and  the  natives  gave  him  to  un- 
derdand,  that  it  had  been  driven  afhore  by  the  waves  of  the 
fea  ; and  we  had  their  own  exprefs  tedimony,  that  they  had 
got  the  inconfiderable  fpecimcns  of  iron  found  amongd 
them,  from  fome  place  to  the  Eadward. 


From  this  digreffion  (if  it  can  be  called  fo),  I return  to  the 
obfervations  made  during  our  day  at  Atooi ; and  fome  ac- 
count mud  now  be  given  of  their  canoes.  Thefe,  in  ge- 
neral, are  about  twenty-four  feet  long,  and  have  the  bottom, 
for  the  mod  part,  formed  of  a Angle  piece  or  log  of  wood, 
hollowed  out  to  the  thicknefs  of  an  inch,  or  an  inch  and  an 
1 i 2 • half. 
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half,  and  brought  to  a point  at  each  end.  The-fides  confilt 
of  three  boards,  each  about  an  inch  thick,  and  neatly  fitted 
and  lalhed  to  the  bottom  part.  The  extremities,  both  at 
head  and  Hern,  are  a little  raifed,  and  both  are  made  fharp, 
lbmewhat  like  a wedge ; but  they  flatten  more  abruptly ; 
fo  that  the  two  fide-boards  join  each  other,  fide  by  fide,  for 
more  than  a foot.  But  Mr.  Webber’s  drawing  will  explain 
their  conilruiftion  more  accurately  than  my  defeription  in 
words.  As  they  are  not  more  than  fifteen  or  eighteen  inches 
broad,  thofc  that  go  finale  (for  they  fometimes  join  them  as 
at  the  other  iflands),  have  out-riggers,  which  are  fhaped 
and  fitted  with  more  judgment  than  any  I had  before  feen, 
They  are  rowed  by  paddles,  fuch  as  we  had  generally  met 
with ; and  fome  of  them  have  a light  triangular  fail,  like 
thofe  of  the  Friendly  Iflands,  extended  to  a mall  and  boom. 
The  ropes  ufed  for  their  boats,  and  the  fmallcr  cords  for 
their  fiflting-tackle,  are  flrong  and  well  made. 

What  we  faw  of  their  agriculture,  furnished  fufficicnc 
proofs  that  they  are  not  novices  in  that  art.  The  vale 
ground  has  already  been  mentioned  as  one  continued  plant- 
ation of  taro,  and  a few  other  things,  which  have  all  the 
appearance  of  being  well  attended  to.  The  potatoc  fields, 
and  fpots  of  fugar-canc,  or  plantains,  on  the  higher  grounds, 
are  planted  with  the  fame  regularity  ; and  always  in  fome 
determinate  figure  ; generally  as  a fquare  or  oblong  j but 
neither  thefe,  nor  the  others,  are  inclofed  with  any  kind  of 
fence,  unlefs  we  reckon  the  ditches  in  the  low  grounds  fuch ; 
which,  it  is  more  probable,  are  intended  to  convey  water 
to  the  taro.  The  great  quantity  and  goodnefs  of  thele  ar- 
ticles may  alfo,  perhaps,  be  as  much  attributed  to  lkilful 
culture,  as  to  natural  fertility  of  foil,  which  feems  better 
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adapted  to  them  than  to  bread-fruit  and  cocoa-nut  trees 5 

the  few  which  we  faw  of  thefe  latter  not  being  in  a thriv-  < 

ing  Hate,  which  will  fufficiently  account  for  the  preference 
given  to  the  culture  of  the  other  articles,  though  more 
labour  be  required  to  produce  them.  Cut  notwithftanding 
this  Ikill  in  agriculture,  the  general  appearance  of  the  ifland 
fhewed,  that  it  was  capable  of  much  more  extenfive  im- 
provement, and  of  maintaining,  at  lead,  three  times  the 
number  of  the  inhabitants  that  are  at  prefent  upon  it ; for 
the  far  greater  part  of  it,  that  now  lies  quite  wade,  feemed 
to  be  as  good  a foil  as  thofe  parts  of  it  that  are  in  cultiva- 
tion. We  muft  therefore  conclude,  that  thefe  people,  from 
fome  caufe,  which  we  were  not  long  enough  among!!  them  * 
to  be  able  to  trace,  do  not  increafe  in  that  proportion,  which 
would  make  it  ncceflary  to  avail  thcmfelves  of  the  extent  of 
their  ifland,  toward  raifing  a greater  quantity  of  its  vegetable 
productions  for  their  fubfiflcnce. 

Though  I did  not  fee  a Chief  of  any  note,  there  were, 
however,  feveral,  as  the  natives  informed  us,  who  refide 
upon  Atooi,  and  to  whom  they  proftrate  themfelves  as  a 
mark  of  fubmiffion ; which  feems  equivalent  to  the  ime, 
moea,  paid  to  the  Chiefs  of  the  Friendly  Iflands,  and  is  called 
here  hamoca  or  moc.  Whether  they  were,  at  firft,  afraid  to 
fhew  themfelves,  or  happened  to  be  abfent,  I cannot  fay ; 
but  after  I had  left  the  ifland,  one  of  rhefe  great  men  made 
his  appearance,  and  paid  a vifit  to  Captain  Clerke  on  board' 
the  Difcovery.  He  came  off  in  a double  canoe ; and,  like 
the  king  of  the  Friendly  Iflands,  paid  no  regard  to  the  fmall 
canoes  that  happened  to  lie  in  his  way,  but  ran  againft,  or 
over  them,  without  endeavouring,  in  the  leail,  to  avoid  them. 

And  it  was  not  poflible  for  thefe  poor  people  to  avoid  him,  for 
they  could  not  manage  their  canoes ; it  being  a neceflary 
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■ 77*-  mark  of  their  fubmiflion,  that  they  fhould  He  down  till  he 
. ' Y‘.  had  palTcd.  His  attendants  helped  him  into  the  Ihip,  and 

placed  him  on  the  gang-way.  Their  care  of  him  did  not 
ceafc  then ; for  they  flood  round  him,  holding  each  other 
by  the  hands  ; nor  would  they  fuffer  any  one  to  come  near 
him  but  Captain  Clerke  himfelf.  He  was  a young  man, 
clothed  from  head  to  foot ; and  accompanied  by  a young 
woman,  fuppofed  to  be  his  wife.  His  name  was  faid  to  be 
Tamahano.  Captain  Clerke  made  him  fome  fuitable  pre- 
sents ; and  received  from  him,  in  return,  a large  bowl, 
Supported  by  two  figures  of  men,  the  carving  of  which, 
both  as  to  the  defign  and  the  execution,  fhewed  fome  degree 
of  Skill.  This  bowl,  as  our  people  were  told,  ufed  to  be 
filled  with  the  kava,  or  eva  (as  it  is  called  at  Otahcite), 
which  liquor  they  prepare  and  drink  here,  as  at  the  other 
iflands  in  this  ocean.  Captain  Clerke  could  not  prevail  upon 
this  great  man  to  go  below,  nor  to  move  from  the  place 
where  his  attendants  had  firft  fixed  him.  After  flaying  fome 
time  in  the  fhip,  he  was  carried  again  into  his  canoe,  and 
returned  to  the  illand,  receiving  the  fame  honours  from  all 
the  natives,  as  when  he  came  on  board.  The  next  day,  Se- 
veral meflages  were  Sent  to  Captain  Clerke,  inviting  him  to 
return  the  vifit  alhore,  and  acquainting  him,  that  the  Chief 
had  prepared  a large  prefent  on  that  occafion.  But  being 
anxious  to  get  to  fca,  and  join  the  Rcfolution,  the  Captain 
did  not  think  it  advifeable  to  accept  of  the  invitation. 

The  very  Short  and  imperfect  intercourfe  which  we  had 
with  the  natives,  put  it  out  of  our  power  to  form  any  ac- 
curate judgment  of  the  mode  of  government  cftablilhed 
amongft  them ; but,  from  the  general  refemblance  of  cus- 
toms, and  particularly  from  what  we  obferved  of  the  ho- 
nours paid  to  their  Chiefs,  it  Seems  reafonable  to  believe, 
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that  it  is  of  the  fame  nature  with  that  which  prevails 

1 February. 

throughout  all  the  iflands  we  had  hitherto  vifited ; and,  — > 

probably,  their  wars  amongft  thcmfelvcs  are  equally  fre- 
quent. This,  indeed,  might  be  inferred  from  the  num- 
ber of  weapons  which  we  found  them  pofleffed  of,  and 
from  the  excellent  order  thefe  were  kept  in.  But  we  had 
dirett  proof  of  the  fact  from  their  own  confeflion ; and,  as 
we  underflood,  thefe  wars  arc  between  the  different  diftrifls 
of  their  own  ifland,  as  well  as  between  it  and  their  neigh- 
bours of  Oneeheow  and  Orrehoua.  We  need  fcarcely  aflign 
any  other  caufe  belides  this,  to  account  for  the  appear- 
ance, already  mentioned,  of  their  population  bearing  no  pro- 
portion to  the  extent  of  their  ground  capable  of  cultivation. 

Belides  their  fpears  or  lances,  made  of  a fine  chefnut- 
coloured  wood,  beautifully  polilhed,  fome  of  which  are 
barbed  at  one  end,  and  flattened  to  a point  at  the  other, 
they  have  a fort  of  weapon  which  we  had  never  feen  be- 
fore, and  not  mentioned  by  any  navigator,  as  ufed  by  the 
natives  of  the  South  Sea.  It  is  fomewhat  like  a dagger ; in 
general,  about  a foot  and  a half  long,  fharpened  at  one  or 
both  ends,  and  fecured  to  the  hand  by  a firing.  Its  ufe  is 
to  flab  in  clofe  fight;  and  it  feenis  well  adapted  to  the  pur- 
pofe.  Some  of  thefe  may  be  called  double  daggers,  having 
a handle  in  the  middle,  with  which  they  are  better  enabled 
to  ftrike  different  ways.  They  have  alfo  bows  and  arrows  ; 
but,  both  from  their  apparent  fcarcity,  and  their  flender 
make,  it  may  almofl  be  prefumed  that  they  never  ufe  them 
in  battle.  The  knife  or  faw,  formerly  mentioned,  with 
which  they  diffeft  the  dead  bodies,  may  alfo  be  ranked 
amongft  their  weapons,  as  they  both  ftrike  and  cut  with  it, 
when  clofely  engaged.  It  is  a fmall  flat  wooden  inftrumcnr, 
of  an  oblong  fliape,  about  a foot  long,  rounded  at  the 

corners, 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  TO 


-4* 

_ ‘77s-  corners,  with  a handle,  almoft  like  one  fort  of  the  patois  of 

February.  . * 

\ — . — New  Zealand;  but  ns  edges  are  entirely  furrounded  with 
fharks’  teeth  flrongly  fixed  to  it,  and  pointing  outward  ; 
having  commonly  a hole  in  the  handle,  through  which 
pafles  a long  firing,  which  is  wrapped  feveral  times  round 
the  writl.  We  alfo  fufpefted  that  they  ufe  flings  on  fome 
occ&fions  ; for  we  got  fome  pieces  of  the  hematites,  or  blood- 
flone,  artificially  made  of  an  oval  fhape,  divided  longitudi- 
nally, with  a narrow  groove  in  the  middle  of  the  convex 
part.  To  this  the  perfon,  who  had  one  of  them,  applied  a 
cord  of  no  great  thicknefs,  but  would  not  part  with  it, 
though  he  had  no  objection  to  part  with  the  llone,  which 
muH  prove  fatal  when  thrown  with  any  force,  as  it  weighed 
a pound.  We  likewife  faw  fome  oval  pieces  of  whetflone 
well  polifhed,  but  fomewliat  pointed  toward  each  end, 
nearly  refembling  in  fliapc  fome  Hones  which  we  had  feen 
at  New  Caledonia  in  1774,  and  ufed  there  in  their  flings. 

What  we  could  learn  of  their  religious  inHitutions,  and 
the  manner  of  difpofing  of  their  dead,  which  may,  pro- 
perly, be  confidercd  as  clofely  connected,  has  been  already 
mentioned.  And  as  nothing  more  flrongly  points  out  the 
affinity  between  the  manners  of  thefe  people  and  of  the 
Friendly  and  Society  Iflands,  I muH  juH  mention  fome  other 
circumllanccs  to  place  this  in  a flrong  point  of  view  ; and, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  fhew  how  a few  of  the  infinite  modifi- 
cations of  which  a few  leading  principles  are  capable,  may 
diflinguifh  any  particular  nation.  The  people  of  Tonga- 
taboo  inter  their  dead  in  a very  decent  manner,  and  they 
alfo  inter  their  human  facrifices ; but  they  do  not  oiler,  or 
expofe  any  other  animal,  or  even  vegetable,  to  their  Gods, 

as  far  as  we  know.  Thofe  of  Otaheite  do  not  inter  their 
* 

dead,  but  expofe  them  to  wafie  by  time  and  putrefaction, 
/ 7 though 
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though  the  bones  are  afterward  buried  ; and,  as  this  is  the  PH^, 
cafe,  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  they  fliould  inter  the  entire  v- — *— 
bodies  of  their  human  facrificcs.  They  alfo  offer  other 
animals,  and  vegetables,  to  their  gods ; but  are,  by  no 
means,  attentive  to  the  ftate  of  the  facred  places,  where  thofc 
folemn  rites  are  performed;  mod  of  their  Morait  being  in  a 
ruinous  condition,  and  bearing  evident  marks  of  negledfc. 

The  people  of  Atooi,  again,  inter  both  their  common  dead, 
and  human  facrifices,  as  at  Tongataboo ; but  they  refcmble 
thofe  of  Otaheite,  in  the  flovenly  date  of  their  religious 
places,  and  in  offering  vegetables  and  animals  to  their 
gods. 

The  taboo  alfo  prevails  in  Atooi,  in  its  full  extent,  and 
feemingly  with  much  more  rigour  than  even  at  Tongataboo. 

For  the  people  here  always  aiked,  with  great  cagcrncfs  and 
figns  of  fear  to  offend,  whether  any  particular  thing,  which 
they  defired  to  fee,  or  we  were  unwilling  to  fliew,  was  taboo, 
or,  as  they  pronounced  the  word,  tafoo?  The  maia,  rad , or 
forbidden  articles  at  the  Society  Idands,  though,  doubtlefs, 
the  fame  thing,  did  not  feem  to  be  fo  ftriidly  obferved  by 
them,  except  with  refpett  to  the  dead,  about  whom  we 
thought  them  more  fuperditious  than  any  of  the  others  were. 

But  thefe  are  circumdances  with  which  we  are  not,  as  yet, 
fufliciently  acquainted,  to  be  decifive  about ; and  I fhall  only 
jud  obferve,  to  fliew  the  fimilitude  in  other  matters,  connected 
with  religion,  that  the  prieds,  or  tabounas,  here,  are  as  nu- 
merous as  at  the  other  idands  ; if  we  may  judge,  from  our 
being  able,  during  our  fliort  day,  to  didinguifli  feveral,  fay- 
ing their  poore,  or  prayer. 

But  whatever  refetnblance  we  might  difeover,  in  the  gene- 
ral manners  of  the  people  of  Atooi,  to  thofc  of  Otaheite,  thefe, 
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February  cour^»  wcrc  lefs  firiking  than  the  coincidence  of  lan- 
t — *—Lj  guage.  Indeed,  the  languages  of  both  places  may  be  faid 
to  be  almofl,  word  for  word,  the  fame.  It  is  true,  that  we 
fometimes  remarked  particular  words  to  be  pronounced  ex- 
actly as  we  had  found  at  New  Zealand,  and  the  Friendly 
Wands  j but  though  all  the  four  dialeCts  are  indifputably 
the  fame,  thefe  people,  in  general,  have  neither  the  ilrong 
guttural  pronunciation  of  the  former,  nor  a lefs  degree  of 
it,  which  alfo  diltinguifhes  th§  latter ; and  they  have  not 
only  adopted  the  foft  mode  of  the  Otaheiteans,  in  avoiding 
harfli  founds,  but  the  whole  idiom  of  their  language  } uOng 
not  only  the  fame  affixes  and  fuflixes  to  their  words,  but  the 
fame  meafure  and  cadence  in  their  fongs ; though  in  a man- 
ner fomewhat  lefs  agreeable.  There  feems,  indeed,  at  firft 
hearing,  fome  difagreement,  to  the  car  of  a Granger;  but 
it  ought  be  confidered,  that  the  people  of  Otaheite,  from 
their  frequent  connections  with  the  Englifh,  had  learnt,  in 
i fome  meafure,  to  adapt  themfelves  to  our  fcanty  knowledge 
of  their  language,  by  ufing  not  only  the  mod  common, 
but  even  corrupted  expreflions,  in  converfation  with  us ; 
whereas,  when  they  converfed  among  themfelves,  aniTufed 
the  feveral  parts  neceflary  to  propriety  of  fpcech,  they  were 
fcarcely  at  all  underftood  by  thofc  amongtl  us,  who  had 
made  the  greateft  proficiency  in  their  vocabulary.  A cata- 
logue of  words  was  collected  at  Atooi,  by  Mr.  Andcrfon, 
who  loft  no  opportunity  of  making  our  voyage  ufeful  to 
thofe,  who  amufe  themfelves  in  tracing  the  migrations  of 
the  various  tribes,  or  families,  that  have  peopled  the  globe, 
by  the  moft  convincing  of  all  arguments,  that  drawn  from 
affinity  of  language. 

How  fhall  we  account  for  this  nation’s  having  fpread  ir- 
felf,  in  fo  many  detached  iflands,  fo  widely  disjoined  from 
5 cacti 
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each  other,  in  every  quarter  of  the  Pacific  Ocean ! Wc  find 
it,  from  New  Zealand,  in  the  South,  as  far  as  the  Sandwich 
Iflands,  to  the  North  ! And,  in  another  direction,  fromEafter 
Ifland,  to  the  Hebrides  ! Thac  is,  over  an  extent  of  fixty  de- 
grees of  latitude,  or  twelve  hundred  leagues,  North  and 
South ! And  eighty-three  degrees  of  longitude,  or  fixteen 
hundred  and  fixty  leagues,  Eall  and  Weft  ! How  much  far- 
ther, in  either  direction,  its  colonies  reach,  is  not  known  } 
but  what  wc  know  already,  in  confcquence  of  this  and  our 
former  voyage,  warrants  our  pronouncing  it  to  be,  though 
perhaps  not  the  mod  numerous,  certainly,  by  far,  the  moft 
extenfivc  nation  upon  earth*. 

Had  the  Sandwich  Iflands  been  difeovered  at  an  early  pe- 
riod, by  the  Spaniards,  there  is  little  doubt  that  they  would 
have  taken  advantage  of  fo  excellent  a fituation,  and  have 
made  ufc  of  Atooi,  or  fome  other  of  the  iflands,  as  a refrefh. 
ing  place  to  the  fhips,  that  fail  annually  from  Acapulco  for 
Manilla.  They  lie  almoft  midway  between  the  firfl  place 
and  Guam  one  of  the  Ladrones,  which  is  at  prefent  their  only 
port  in  traverfing  this  vaft  ocean;  and  it  would  not  have 
been  a week's  fail  out  of  their  common  route,  to  have 
touched  at  .them  ; which  could  have  been  done,  without 
running  the  leaf!  hazard  of  lofing  the  paflage,  as  they  are 
fufliciently  within  the  verge  of  the  Eaftcrly  trade-wind.  An 
acquaintance  with  the  Sandwich  Iflands  would  have  been 
equally  favourable  to  our  Buccaneers  ; who  ufed  fometimes 
to  pafs  from  the  coafl  of  America  to  the  L adrones,  with  a flock 
of  food  and  water  fcarccly  fufficient  to  preferve  life.  Here 
they  might  always  have  found  plenty,  and  have  been  within 
a month’s  fure  fail  of  the  very  part  of  California,  which  the 

• See  more  about  the  great  extent  of  the  colonics  of  this  nation,  in  the  Intro- 
Wludory  Preface, 
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'77s-  Manilla  fliip  is  obliged  to  make,  or  clfc  have  returned  to  the 
• coaft  of  America,  thoroughly  refuted,  after  an  abfencc  of 

two  months.  How  happy  would  Lord  Anfon  have  been,  and 
what  hardfhips  would  he  have  avoided,  if  he  had  known 
that  there  was  a group  of  iflands,  half  way  between  Ame- 
rica and  Tinian,  where  all  his  wants  could  have  been 
cflc&ually  fupplied ; and  in  deferibing  which,  the  elegant 
hiilorian  of  that  voyage,  would  have  prefented  his  reader 
with  a more  agreeable  pitflurc,  than  I have  been  able  to  draw 
in  this  chapter  ? 9 
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CHAP.  xnr. 

Objervatiotis  made  at  the  Sandwich  Ifandsy  on  the  Longi- 
tude, Variation  of  the  Compafsy  and  Tides. — Profecu- 
tion  of  the  Voyage. — Remarks  on  the  Mildnefs  of  the 
lVeathery  as  far  as  the  Latitude  44°  North. — Paucity 
of  Sea  Birds , in  the  Northern  Hemifphere. — Small  Sea 
Animals  defcribed. — Arrival  on  the  Coafl  of  America. 

— Appearance  of  the  Country. — Unfavourable  JVindsy 
and  boiflerous  Weather.  — Remarks  on  Martin  de  Agui- 
lar's River , and  "Juan  de  Fuca's  pretetided  Strait. — 

An  Inlet  dif covered , where  the  Skips  anchor. — Behaviour 
of  the  Natives. 

AFTER  the  Difcovery  had  joined  us,  we  flood  away  to  '-?&■ 
the  Northward,  clofe  hauled,  with  a gentle  gale  from 
the  Eaft ; and  nothing  occurring,  in  this  lituation,  worthy  2‘ 

of  a place  in  my  narrative,  the  reader  will  permit  me  to 
infert  here  the  nautical  obfervations  which  I had  opportu- 
nities of  making,  relative  to  the  iflands  we  had  left ; and 
which  we  had  been  fortunate  enough  to  add  to  the  geogra- 
phy of  this  part  of  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

The  longitude  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  was  determined 
by  feventy-two  fets  of  lunar  obfervations ; fome  of  which 
were  made  while  we  were  at  anchor,  in  the  road  of 
Wymoa;  others,  before  we  arrived,  and  after  we  left  it, 
and  reduced  to  it,  by  the  watch,,  or  time-keeper.  By  the 
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mean  rcfult  of  thcfe  obfervations,  the  longitude  of  the 
road  is  — — 200’  13'  o"  Eaft. 

C Greenwich  rate,  202°  o'  o" 

rime-keeper  | yjjetea  ratc  200°  21'  o" 

The  latitude  of  the  road,  by  the  mean  of ) . 

two  meridian  obfervations  of  the  fun  ) 21  * 1 °rt 


The  obfervations  for  the  variation  of  the  compafs,  did  not 
agree  very  well  among  thcmfelves.  It  is  true,  they  were 
not  all  made  exactly  in  the  fame  fpot.  The  different  fitua- 
tions,  however,  could  make  very  little  difference.  But  the 
whole  will  be  befl  feen  by  cafting  an  eye  on  the  following 
table. 


Time. 

Latitude.  Longitude. 

Compafs. 

Eaft 

Variation. 

Mean 

Variation. 

[ Gregory’s 

10° 

10'  10"] 

I 

January  18th. 

A.  M. 

21°  12' 

200°  41'. 

\ Knight’s 

9° 

20'  5" 

j-  9°  s*‘  38" 

[ Martin’s 

I0'J 

4 40"  J 

19th. 

P.  M. 

21“  st' 

200°  20'  • 

[ Knight’s 
Gregory’s 

10° 

11° 

2'  tO"j 
12'  30"  J 

* 10°  37'  20" 

[ Gregory’s 

9° 

l'  20"'] 

| 

28th. 

A.M. 

21°  22' 

*99°  Sfr's 

| Knight’s 

9" 

1'  25" 

K 9°  76'  57" 

[ Mania’s 

10° 

18'  s-J 

1 

( 

’ Gregory’s 

n° 

**'  *s'] 

28th. 

P.  M. 

*1°  36' 

*99°  5°N 

| Knight's 

10° 

40'  o' 

| 11°  12*  SJ~ 

1 

[ Martin’s 

n° 

37'  S°". 

Means  of  the  above 

2l”  29' 

200°  12' 

»o°  17'  11* 

•On  January  iSth.  2i°  12'  200°  41'  the  North  end  of 
the  needle  dipped  42°  l'  7*. 


The  tides,  at  the  Sandwich  Klands,  are  fo  inconfiderable, 
that,  with  the  great  furf  which  broke  againfl  the  fhore,  it 
was  hardly  poflible  to  tell,  at  any  time,  whether  we  had 
high  or  low  water,  or  whether  it  ebbed  or  flowed.  On  the 
South  fide  of  Atooi,  we  generally  found  a current  fetting  to 
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the  Weft  ward,  or  North  Weftward.  But  when  we  were  at  'P*- 

Fc  jruiry«- 

anchor  oft  Oneeheow,  the  current  fet  nearly  North  Weft  *— * 

and  South  Eaft,  fix  hours  one  way,  and  fix  the  other,  and  fo 
flrong  as  to  make  the  Oiips  tend,  though  the  wind  blew 
frefh.  This  was  certainly  a regular  tide ; and,  as  far  as  I 
Could  judge,  the  flood  came  from  the  North  Weft. 

I now  return  to  the  progrcfs  of  our  voyage.  On  the  7th,  Saturday  7. 
being  in  the  latitude  of  a</  North,  and  in  the  longitude  of 
aoo'’  Eaft,  the  wind  veered  to  South  Eaft.  This  enabled  us 
to  ficcr  North  Eaft  and  Eaft  ; which  courfe  we  continued  till 
the  12th,  when  the  wind  had  veered  round  by  the  South  and  TiwrfiUytj. 
Weft,  to  North  Eaft  and  Eaft  North  Eaft.  I therj  tacked,  and 
flood  to  the  Northward,  our  latitude  being  30*  North,  and 
our  longitude  206°  15'  Eaft.  Notwithftanding  our  advanced 
latitude,  and  its  being  the  winter  feafon,  we  had  only  be- 
gun, for  a few  days  paft,  to  feel  a fenfation  of  cold  in  the 
mornings  and  evenings.  This  is  a fign  of  the  equal  and  lad- 
ing influence  of  the  fun’s  heat,  at  all  feafons,  to  30*  on  each 
fide  the  line.  The  difproportion  is  known  to  become  very 
great  after  that.  This  muft  be  attributed,  almoft  entirely, 
to  the  dire&ion  of  the  rays  of  the  fun,  independent  of  the 
bare  diftance,  which  is,  by  no  means,  equal  to  the  effcift. 

On  the  19th,  being  now  in  the  latitude  of  37*  North,  and  Thurfd-.yig- 
in  the  longitude  of  Eaft,  the  wind  veered  to  South  Eaft* 
and  I was  enabled  again  to  fleer  to  the  Eaft,  inclining  to  the 
North.  We  lnd,  on  the  25th,  reached  the  latitude  of  42*  30', 
and  the  longitude  of  219”;  and  then  we  began  to  meet  with 
the  rock-weed,  mentioned  by  the  writer  of  Lord  Anfon’s 
voyage,  under  the  name  of  fea-leck,  which  the  Manilla 
Ihips  generally  fall  in  with.  Now  and  then,  a piece  of  wood 
alfo  appeared.  But,  if  we  had  not  known,  that  the  continent 
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>77*-  of  North  America  was  not  far  diflant,  we  might,  from  the 

February*  . , , 

< — -v-w  few  iigas  of  the  vicinity  of  land  hitherto  met  with,  have 
concluded,  that  there  was  none  within  fome  thoufand 
leagues  of  us.  We  had  hardly  feen  a bird,  or  any  other 
oceanic  animal,  fince  we  left  Sandwich  Iilands. 

Mwh.  On  the  i ft  of  March,  our  latitude  being  now  44°  49'  North, 

Sunday  i.  an<j  our  longitude  2a8°  Eaf!,  we  had  one  calm  day.  This 
was  fuccceded  by  a wind  from  the  North,  with  which  I 
flood  to  the  Eafl  clofc  hauled,  in  order  to  make  the  land. 
According  to  the  charts,  it  ought  not  to  have  been  far  from 
us.  It  was  remarkable,  that  we  fhould  flill  carry  with  us 
fuch  moderate  and  mild  weather,  fo  far  to  the  Northward, 
and  fo  near  the  coafl  of  an  extenfive  continent,  at  this  time 
of  the  year.  The  prefent  feafon  either  mull  be  uncommon 
for  its  mildnefs,  or  we  can  aflign  no  reafon,  why  Sir  Francis 
Drake  fhould  have  met  with  fuch  fevere  cold,  about  this  la- 
titude, in  the  month  of  June*.  Vifcaino,  indeed,  who  was 
near  the  fame  place,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  fays  little  of 
the  cold,  and  fpeaks  of  a ridge  of  fnowy  mountains,  fomc- 
wherc  on  the  coafl,  as  a thing  rather  remarkable f.  Our 
feeing  fo  few  birds,  in  comparifon  of  what  wc  met  with  in 
the  fame  latitudes,  to  the  South  of  the  line,  is  another  Angu- 
lar circumftance,  which  mull  either  proceed  from  a fcarcity 
of  the  different  forts,  or  from  a deficiency  of  places  to  reft 
upon.  From  hence  wc  may  conclude,  that  beyond  40°  in 
the  Southern  hemifphcrc,  the  fpccics  are  much  more  nu- 
merous, and  the  ifles  where  they  inhabit  alfo  more  plenti- 

• Sec  the  account  of  Sir  Francis's  voyage,  in  Campbell's  edition  of  Harris,  VoJ.  i, 
(v  18.  and  other  Collections. 

f Sec  Torqucmada’s  Narrative  of  Vifcaino**  Expedition,  in  x6oa  and  1603,  in 
the  fecond  volume  of  Vancgas’s  Hiftory  of  California,  English  translation,  from 
. r>.  229.  to  p.  308. 
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fully  fcattered  about,  than  any  where  between  the  coa!t  of 
California  and  Japan,  in  or  near  that  latitude.  < . — j 

During  a calm,  on  the  morning  of  the  ad,  fomc  parts  of  Monday  a. 
the  fea  feemed  covered  with  a kind  of  llime ; and  Tonic  fmall 
fea  animals  were  fwimming  about.  The  mod  confpicuous 
of  which,  were  of  the  gelatinous,  or  medufa  kind,  almod 
globular;  and  another  fort  fmaller,  that  had  a white,  or 
fhining  appearance,  and  were  very  numerous.  Some  of 
thefe  lad  were  taken  up,  and  put  into  a glafs  cup,  with  fome 
fait  water,  in  which  they  appeared  like  fmall  fcales,  or  bits 
of  diver,  when  at  red,  in  a prone  Gtuation.  When  they  be- 
gan to  fwim  about,  which  they  did,  with  equal  eafe,  upon 
their  back,  Gdes,  or  belly,  they  emitted  the  briglued  co- 
lours of  the  mod  precious  gems,  according  to  their  podtion 
with  refpeiff  to  the  light.  Sometimes  they  appeared  quite 
pellucid,  at  other  times  affirming  various  tints  of  blue, 
from  a pale  fapphirine,  to  a deep  violet  colour ; which  were 
frequently  mixed  with  a ruby,  or  opaline  rednefs ; and 
glowed  with  a drength  fufficient  to  illuminate  the  veffet 
and  water.  Thefe  colours  appeared  mod  vivid,  when  the 
glafs  was  held  to  a drong  light;  and  modly  vanifhed,  on  the 
1'ubGding  of  the  animals  to  the  bottom,  when  they  had  a 
brownilh  cad.  But,  with  candle  light,  the  colour  was, 
chicdy,  a beautiful,  pale  green,  tinged  with  a burnilhed 
glofs  ; and,  in  the  dark,  it  had  a faint  appearance  of  glow- 
ing Gre.  They  proved  to  be  a new  fpecies  of  onifeus,  and, 
from  their  properties,  were,  by  Mr.  Andcrfon  (to  whom  wc 
owe  this  account  of  them),  called  onifeus  fulgent  \ being,  pro- 
bably, an  animal  which  has  a Iharc  in  producing  fomc  forts 
of  that  lucid  appearance,  often  obfcrvcd.near  Ihips  at  fea, 
in  the  night.  On  the  fame  day,  two  large  birds  fettled  on 
the  water,  near  the  fhip.  One  of  thefe  was  the  proctUaria 
Vot.  II.  L 1 maxima 
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maxima  (the  qucbrantahueffoi ),  and  the  other,  which  was  little 
more  than  half  the  fize,  feemed  to  be  of  the  albatrofi  kind. 
The  upper  part  of  the  wings,  and  tip  of  the  tail,  were  black, 
with  the  reft  white  ; the  bill  yellowifh  ; upon  the  whole, 
not  unlike  the  fea-gull,  though  larger. 

On  the  6th,  at  noon,  being  in  the  latitude  of  44*  10'  North, 
and  the  longitude  of  334  l * Eaft,  we  faw  two  feals,  and  feve- 
ral  whales;  and  at  day-break,  the  next  morning,  the  long- 
looked  for  coaft  of  New  Albion  * was  feen,  extending  from 
North  Eaft  to  South  Eaft,  diftant  ten  or  twelve  leagues.  At 
noon,  our  latitude  was  44“  33'  North,  and  our  longitude 
235*  20'  Eaft ; and  the  land  extended  from  North  Eaft  half 
North,  to  South  Eaft  by  South,  about  eight  leagues  diftant. 
In  this  fituation,  we  had  feventy-three  fathoms  water,  over 
a muddy  bottom,  and  about  a league  farther  off  found 
ninety  fathoms.  The  land  appeared  to  be  of  a moderate 
height,  diverfified  with  hills  and  vallies,  and,  almoft  every 
where,  covered  with  wood.  There  was,  however,  no  very 
flriking  object  on  any  part  of  it,  except  one  hill,  whofe  ele- 
vated fummit  was  flat.  This  bore  Eaft  from  us,  at  noon. 
At  the  Northern  extreme,  the  land  formed  a point,  which  I 
called  Cape  Foul-weather , from  the  very  bad  weather  that  we, 
foon  after,  met  with.  I judge  it  to  lie  in  the  latitude  of  44* 
33'  North,  and  in  the  longitude  of  235°  54'  Eaft. 

We  had  variable  light  airs  and  calms,  till  eight  o’clock  in 
the  evening,  when  a breeze  fprung  up  at  South  Weft.  With 
it,  I flood  to  the  North  Weft,  under  an  eafy  fail,  waiting  for 
day-light  to  range  along  the  coaft.  But  at  four,  next  morn- 
ing, the  wind  fhifted  to  North  Weft,  and  blew  in  fqualls, 
with  rain.  Our  courfe  was  North  Eaft,  till  near  ten  o’clock, 

* This  part  of  the  Weft  fide  of  North  America,  was  fo  named  by  Sir  Francifr 
Drake. 
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•when,  finding  that  I could  make  no  progrefs  on  tliis  tack,  jg*- 

and  feeing  nothing  like  a harbour,  I tacked,  and  flood  off  < — 1 

South  Weft.  At  this  time,  Cape  Foulwcather  bore  North 
Eaft  by  North,  about  eight  leagues  diflant.  Toward  noon, 
the  wind  veered  more  to  the  Weftward,  and  the  weather 
became  fair  and  clear ; fo  that  we  were  enabled  to  make 
lunar  obfervations.  Having  reduced  all  thofe  that  we  had 
made  fincc  the  ipthoflaft  month  to  the  prefent  ones,  by 
the  time-keeper,  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  feventy-two 
fets ; their  mean  refult  determined  the  longitude  to  be 
235°  15'  26"  Eaft,  which  was  14'  n"  lefs  than  what  the 
time-keeper  gave.  This  longitude  is  made  ufc  of  for  fettling 
that  of  the  coaft  5 and  1 have  not  a doubt  of  its  being  with- 
in a very  few  miles  of  the  truth. 

Our  difficulties  now  began  to  incrcafe.  In  the  evening, 
the  wind  came  to  the  North  Weft,  blowing  in  fqualls  with 
hail  and  fleet ; and  the  weather  being  thick  and  hazy,  I flood 
out  to  fea  till  near  noon  the  next  day,  when  I tacked  and  Mond»y  9. 
flood  in  again  for  the  land,  which  made  its  appearance  at 
two  in  the  afternoon,  bearing  Eaft  North  Eaft.  The  wind 
and  weather  continued  the  fame  ; but,  in  the  evening,  the 
former  veered  more  to  the  Weft,  and  the  latter  grew  worfe  ; 
which  made  it  neccflary  to  tack  and  Hand  off  till  four  the 
next  morning,  when  I ventured  to  (land  in  again. 

At  four  in  the  afternoon,  we  faw  the  land,  which,  at  fix,  Toefday  10. 
extended  from  North  Eaft  half  Eaft,  to  South  Eaft  by  South, 
about  eight  leagues  diflant.  In  this  fituation,  we  tacked  and 
founded ; but  a line  of  a hundred  and  fixty  fathoms  did  not 
reach  the  ground.  I flood  off  till  midnight,  then  flood  in  w<dncf.  n. 
again;  and,  at  half  paft  fix,  we  were  within  three  leagues 
of  the  land,  which  extended  from  North  by  Eaft,  half  Eaft, 
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to  South,  half  Eaft ; each  extreme  about  feven  leagues  dif- 
tant.  Seeing  no  figns  of  a harbour,  and  the  weather  being 
Hill  unfettlcd,  I tacked  and  flrctchcd  off  South  Weft,  having 
then  fifty-five  fathoms  water  over  a muddy  bottom. 

That  part  of  the  land,  which  we  were  fo  near  when  we 
tacked,  is  of  a moderate  height,  though,  in  fome  places,  it 
rifes  higher  within.  It  was  diverfified  with  a great  many 
rifing  grounds  and  (mail  hills  j many  of  which  were  entirely 
covered  with  tall,  ftraight  trees ; and  others,  which  were 
lower,  and  grew  in  fpots  like  coppices  •,  but  the  intcrfpaces, 
and  fides  of  many  of  the  rifing  grounds,  were  clear.  The 
whole,  though  it  might  make  an  agreeable-  fummer  pro- 
fpeft,  had  now  an  uncomfortable  appearance ; as  the  bare 
grounds  toward  the  coaft  were  all  covered  with  fnow,  which 
feemed  to  be  of  a confiderablc  depth  between  the  little  hills 
and  rifing  grounds ; and,  in  feveral  places  toward  the  fea, 
might  eafily  have  been  miftaken,  at  a diftance,  for  white 
cliffs.  The  fnow  on  the  rifing  grounds  was  thinner  fpread ; 
and  farther  inland,  there  was  no  appearance  of  any;  from 
whence  we  might,  perhaps,  conclude,  that  what  we  faw  to- 
ward the  fea,  had  fallen  during  the  night ; .which  was  cold- 
er than  any  we  had  experienced  fince  our  arrival  on  the 
coaft ; and  we  had  fometitnes  a kind  of  fleet.  The  coaft 
feemed  every  where  almoft  ftraight,  without  any  opening 
or  inlet;  and  it  appeared  to  terminate  in  a kind  of  white 
fandy  beach  ; though  fome  on  board  thought  that  appear- 
ance was  owing  to  the  fnow.  Each  extreme  of  the  land 
that  was  now  before  us,  feemed  to  fhoot  out  into  a point. 
The  Northern  one  was  the  fame  which  wc  had  firft  feen  on 
the  7th ; and,  on  that  account,  1 called  it  Cape  Ferpelua. 
It  lies  in  the  latitude  of  44"  6'  North,  and  in  the  longitude  of 
sis’  S*'  The  Southern  extreme  before  us,  1 named 

Cape 
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Cafe  Gregory*.  Its  latitude  is  43*30',  and  its  longitude  . 

2350  57'  Eaft.  It  is  a remarkable  points  the  land  of  it  rifing  v_ — „ — , 
almoft  dircftly  from  the  fca,  to  a tolerable  height,  while  that 
on  each  fide  of  it  is  low. 

I continued  Handing  off  till  one  in  the  afternoon.  Then 
I tacked,  and  Hood  in,  hoping  to  have  the  wind  off  from 
the  land  in  the  night.  But  in  this  I was  miftaken ; for  at 
live  o'clock  it  began  to  veer  to  the  Weft  and  South  Weft 3 
which  obliged  me,  once  more,  to  Hand  out  to  fea.  At  this 
time,  Cape  Perpetua  bore  North  Eaft  by  North ; and  the 
fartheft  land  we  could  fee  to  the  South  of  Cape  Gregory, 
bore  South  by  Eaft,  perhaps  ten  or  twelve  leagues  diftant. 

If  I am  right  in  this  eftimation,  its  latitude  will  be  43°  to', 
and  its  longitude  235°  53'  Eaft,  which  is  nearly  the  fttuation 
of  Cape  Blanco,  djfcovered  or  feen  by  Martin  d’Aguilar,  on 
the  19th  of  January,  1603.  It  is  worth  obferviug,  that,  in 
the  very  latitude  where  we  now  were,  geographers  have 
been  plcafcd  to  place  a large  entrance  or  ftrair,  the  difeo- 
very  of  which  they  take  upon  them  to  aferibe  to  the  fame 
navigators  whereas  nothing,  more  is  mentioned  in  the  ac- 
count of  his  voyage,  than  his  having  feen,  in  this  fttuation, 
a large  river,  which  he  would  have  entered,  but  was  prev 
vented  by  the  currents  f- 

The  wind,  as  I have  obferved,  had  veered  to  South  Weft 
in  the  evening ; but  it  was  very  unfcttled,  and  blew  in 
fqualls  with  fnow  Ihowers.  In  one  of  thefc,  at  midnight, 
it  fhifted  at  once  to  Weft  North  Weft,  and  foon  increafed  to  • 
a very  hard  gale,  with  heavy  fqualls,  attended  with  lleet 
or  fnow.  There  was  no  choice  now  ; and  we  were  obliged 

• In  our  calendar,  'the  7th  of  March  is  diftinguiihed  by  the  name  of  Perpetua  M; 
and  the  12th  by  that  of  Gregory  B. 

t See  the  Hi  (lory  of  California.  Eng.  tranf.  Vol.  ii.  p. 
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M«ch  t0  ^rctc*1  t0  t^le  Southward,  in  order  to  get  dear  of  the 
< — , — ' coaft.  This  was  done  under  courfes,  and  two  dofe-reefed 
topfails ; being  rather  more  fail  than  the  Ihips  could  fafely 
bear ; but  it  was  ncccflary  to  carry  it  to  avoid  the  more 
prefling  danger  of  being  forced  on  fliorc.  This  gale  con- 
Friday  13.  tinued  till  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  13th ; when 
it  abated,  and  I flood  in  again  for  the  land.  We  had  been 
forced  a confiderable  way  backward ; for  at  the  time  of 
our  tacking,  we  were  in  the  latitude  of  42’  45',  and  in  the 
longitude  of  233'  30'. 

The  wind  continued  at  Weft,  and  North  Weft ; ftorms, 
moderate  weather,  and  calms,  fucceeding  each  other  by 
Saturday  21.  turns,  till  the  morning  of  the  21ft  ; when,  after  a few  hours 
calm,  a breeze  fprung  up  at  South  Weft.  This  bringing 
with  it  fair  weather,  I ftccrcd  North  Eafterly,  in  order  to 
fall  in  with  the  land,  beyond  that  part  of  it  where  we  had 
already  fo  unprofitably  been  tolled  about  for  the  laft  fort- 
night. In  the  evening,  the  wind  veered  to  the  Weftward ; 
Sunday  aa.  and,  at  eight  o’clock,  the  next  morning,  we  law  the  land, 
extending  from  North  Eafl  to  Eaft,  nine  leagues  diftant.  At 
this  time  we  were  in  the  latitude  of  47"  5'  North,  and  in 
the  longitude  of  235“  10'  Eaft. 

I continued  to  Hand  to  the  North  with  a fine  breeze  at 
Weft,  and  Weft  North  Weft,  till  near  feven  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  when  I tacked  to  wait  for  day-light.  At  this 
time,  we  were  in  forty-eight  fathoms  water,  and  about  four 
leagues  from  the  land,  which  extended  from  North  to  South 
Eaft  half  Eaft,  and  a fmall  round  hill,  which  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  an  ifland,  bore  North  three  quarters  Eaft, 
diftant  fix  or  feven  leagues,  as  1 guefled ; it  appears  to  be  of 
a tolerable  height,  and  was  but  juft  to  be  feen  from  the 
4 deck. 
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deck.  Between  this  ifland  or  roek,  and  the  Northern  ex-  Jg*; 
treme  of  the  land,  there  appeared  to  be  a fmall  opening,  1 — • — j • 
■which  flattered  us  with  the  hopes  of  finding  an  harbour. 

Theie  hopes  leflcned  as  we  drew  nearer ; and,  at  laft,  we 
had  fome  reafon  to  think,  that  the  opening  was  clofed  by 
low  land.  On  this  account  I called  the  point  of  land  to  the 
North  of  it  Cape  Flattery.  It  lies  in  the  latitude  of  48*  15' 

North,  and  in  the  longitude  o?  23 50  3'  Eaft.  There  is  a 
round  hill  of  a moderate  height  over  it;  and  all  the  land 
upon  this  part  of  the  coaft  is  of  a moderate  and  pretty  equal 
height,  well  covered  with  wood,  and  had  a very  pleafant 
and  fertile  appearance.  It  is  in  this  very  latitude  where  we 
now  were,  that  geographers  have  placed  the  pretended 
ftrait  of  Juan  de  Fuca.  But  we  faw  nothing  like  it  ; nor  is 
there  the  leaft  probability  that  ever  any  fuch  thing  ex- 
iiled  *. 

I flood  off  to  the  Southward  till  midnight,  when  I tack-,  , 

ed,  and  fleered  to  the  North  Weft,  with  a gentle  breeze  at 
South  Weft,  intending  to  Hand  in  for  the  land  as  foon  as 
day-light  fliould  appear.  But,  by  that  time,  we  were  re-  Monday  ,3. 
duced  to  two  courfes  and  clofe-reefed  top- fails,  having  a 
very  hard  gale,  with  rain,  right  on  fliore ; fo  that,  inftead 
of  running  in  for  the  land,  I was  glad  to  get  an  offing,  or  to 
keep  that  which  we  had  already  got.  The  South  Weft  wind 
was,  however,  but  of  fliort  continuance ; for,  in  the  even- 
ing, it  veered  again  to  the  Weft.  Thus  had  we  perpetually 
ftrong  Weft  and  North  Weft  winds  to  encounter.  Sometimes, 
in  an  evening,  the  wind  would  become  moderate,  and  veer 
to  the  Southward;  but  this  was  always  a furc  prelude  to  at 

* Sec  Michael  Locke’s  apocryphal  account  of  Juan  de  Fuca,  and  his  pretended 
ftrait,  in  Purchas,  Vol.  iii,  p.  849 — 852.  and  many  later  Collections. 
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'77J-  dorm,  which  blew  the  hardeft  at  South  South  Eaft,  and  was 
— v — ->  attended  with  rain  and  fleet.  It  fcldom  laflcd  above  four 
or  fix  hours,  before  it  was  fucceeded  by  another  gale  from 
the  North  Weft,  which,  generally,  brought  with  it  fair  wea- 
ther. It  was,  by  the  means  of  thefe  Southerly  blafts,  that 
we  were  enabled  to  get  to  the  North  Weft  at  all. 


S-inJiyzi).  At  length,  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  29th,  as 
we  were  Handing  to  the  North  Eaft,  we  again  faw  the  land, 
which,  at  noon,  extended  from  North  Weft  by  Weft,  to  Eaft 
South  Eaft,  the  ncareft  part  about  fix  leagues  diftant.  Our 
latitude  was  now  49’  29'  North,  and  our  longitude  232°  29' 
Eaft.  The  appearance  of  the  country  differed  much  front 
that  of  the  parts  which  we  had  before  feen ; being  full  of 
high  mountains,  whofe  fummits  were  covered  with  fnow. 
But  the  valleys  between  them,  and  the  grounds  on  the  fca 
coaft,  high  as  well  as  low,  were  covered  to  a confiderablc 
breadth  with  high,  ftraight  trees,  that  formed  a beautiful 
.prolpecl,  as  of  one  vaft  foreft.  The  South  Eaft  extreme  of 
the  land  formed  a low  point,  off  which  are  many  breakers, 
occafioncd  by  fun  ken  rocks.  On  this  account  it  was  called 
Point  Breakers.  It  lies  in  the  latitude  of  49°  13'  North,  and  in 
the  longitude  of  2 33° 20'  Eaft;  and  the  other  extreme,  in  about 
the  latitude  of  50°,  and  the  longitude  of  232*.  I named 
this  lad  U'oody  Point.  It  projefts  pretty  much  out  to  the 
South  Weft,  and  is  high  land.  Between  thefe  two  points, 
the  fliore  forms  a large  bay,  which  I called  Hope  Bay ; 
hoping,  from  the  appearance  of  the  land,  to  find  in  it  a 
good  harbour.  The  event  proved,  that  we  were  not  mif- 
taken. 

As  we  drew  nearer  the  coaft,  we  perceived  the  appear- 
ance of  two  inlets;  one  in  the  North  Weft,  and  the  other  in 
1 the 
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the  North  Eaft  comer  of  the  bay.  As  I could  not  fetch  the 
former,  1 bore  up  for  the  latter;  and  palled  fome  breakers,  -> 

or  funken  rocks,  that  lay  a league  or  more  from  the  fliorc. 

We  had  nineteen  and  twenty  fathoms  water  half  a league 
without  them ; but  as  foon  as  wc  had  paffed  them,  the 
depth  increafed  to  thiry,  forty,  and  fifty  fathoms,  with  a 
fandy  bottom;  and  farther  in  we  found  no  ground  with 
the  greateft  length  of  line.  Notwithftanding  appearances, 
we  were  not  yet  fure  that  there  were  any  inlets ; but,  as  we 
were  in  a deep  bay,  I had  refolved  to  anchor,  with  a view 
to  endeavour  to  get  fome  water,  of  which,  by  this  time,  we  ' 
were  in  great  want.  At  length,  as  we  advanced,  the  exift- 
cncc  of  the  inlet  was  no  longer  doubtful.  At  five  o’clock  we 
reached  the  Weft  point  of  it,  where  wc  were  becalmed  for 
fome  time.  While  in  this  fituation,  I ordered  all  the  boats 
to  be  hoifted  out  to  tow  the  fhips  in.  But  this  was  hardly 
done,  before  a frefli  breeze  fprung  up  again  at  North  Weft, 
with  which  we  were  enabled  to  ftretch  up  into  an  arm  of 
the  inlet,  that  was  obferved  by  us  to  run  in  to  the  North  Eafl. 

There  we  were  again  becalmed,  and  obliged  to  anchor  in 
eighty-five  fathoms  water,  and  fo  near  the  lhore  as  to  reach 
it  with  a liawfer.  The  wind  failed  the  Difcovery  before 
Ihe  got  within  the  arm,  where  Ihc  anchored,  and  found  only 
feventy  fathoms. 

Wc  no  fooncr  drew  near  the  inlet  than  we  found  the 
coaft  to  be  inhabited ; and  at  the  place  where  we  were  firll 
becalmed,  three  canoes  came  oil'  to  the  Ihip.  In  one  of 
thefe  were  two  men,  in  another  fix,  and  in  the  third  ten. 

Having  come  pretty  near  us,  a perfon  in  one  of  the  two 
Taft  flood  up,  and  made  a long  harangue,  inviting  us  to 
land,  as  we  guefled,  by  his  geftures.  At  the  fame  time,  he 
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Mrn'h  kept  (hewing  handfuls  of  feathers  toward  us*;  and  fome  of 
— v — j his  companions  threw  handfuls  of  a red  duft  or  powder  in 
the  fame  manner.  The  perfon  who  played  the  orator, 
wore  the  Ikin  of  fome  animal,  and  held,  in  each  hand, 
fomething  which  rattled  as  he  kept  lhakingit.  After  tiring 
himlclf  with  Iris  repeated  exhortations,  of  which  we  did 
not  underftand  a word,  he  was  quiet ; and  then  others  took 
it,  by  turns,  to  fay  fomething,  though  they  a fled  their  part 
neither  fo  long,  nor  with  fo  much  vehemence  as  the  other. 
We  obferved  that  two  or  three  had  their  hair  quite  llrcwcd 
over  with  fmall  white  feathers  ; and  others  had  large  ones 
(luck  into  different  parts  of  the  head.  After  the  tumul- 
tuous noife  had  ceafcd,  they  lay  at  a little  diflance  from  the 
(hip,  and  convcrfed  with  each  other  in  a very  ealy  manner ; 
nor  did  they  feem  to  (hew  the  lead  furprize  or  diftruft. 
Some  of  them,  now  and  then,  got  up,  and  faid  fomething 
after  the  manner  of  their  firft  harangues ; and  one  fung  a 
very  agreeable  air,  with  a degree  of  foftnefs  and  melody 
which  we  could  not  have  cipefled ; the  word  bae!ay  being 
often  repeated  as  the  burden  of  the  fong.  The  breeze 
which  foon  after  fprung  up,  bringing  us  nearer  to  the  (liore, 
the  canoes  began  to  come  offin  greater  numbers ; and  we  had, 
at  one  time,  thirty-two  of  them  near  the  (hip,  carrying  from 
three  to  feven  or  eight  perfons  each,  both  men  and  women. 
Several  of  thefe  flood  up  in  their  canoes  haranguing,  and 
making  gefturcs  after  the  manner  of  our  firft  vifiters.  One 
canoe  was  remarkable  for  a Angular  head,  which  had  a 
bird’s  eye  and  bill,  of  an  enormous  fize,  painted  on  it*  and 
a perfon  who  was  in  it,  who  feemed  to  be  a Chief,  was  no 

• The  natives  of  this  coaft,  twelve  degrees  farther  South,  alfo  brought  feathers  as 
prefents  to  Sir  Francis  Drake  on  his  arrival.  Sec  an  account  of  his  voyage  in  Camp- 
Ms  edit,  tf  Harrity  Vd.  i.  p.  18. 
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lefs  remarkable  for  his  uncommon  appearance  i having 

many  feathers  hanging  from  his  head,  and  being  painted  » ' 

in  an  extraordinary  manner*.  He  held  in  his  hand  a carved 
bird  of  wood,  as  large  as  a pigeon,  with  which  he  rattled  as 
the  perfon  firft-mentioned  had  done ; and  was  no  lefs  vo- 
ciferous in  his  harangue,  which  was  attended  with  fomc 
expreflive  geRurcs. 

Though  our  vifiters  behaved  very  peaceably,  and  could 
not  be  fufpedted  of  any  hoflile  intention,  we  could  not  pre- 
vail upon  any  of  them  to  come  on  board.  They  fhewed 
great  readinefs,  however,  to  part  with  any  thing  they  had, 
and  took  from  us  whatever  we  offered  them  in  exchange  i 
but  were  more  defirous  of  iron,  than  of  any  other  of  our 
articles  of  commerce  ; appearing  to  be  perfcdlly  acquainted 
with  the  ufe  of  that  metal.  Many  of  the  canoes  followed 
us  to  our  anchoring-place  ; and  a group  of  about  ten  or  a 
dozen  of  them  remained  along -fide  the  Refolution  mod  part 
of  the  night. 

Thefe  circumdanccs  gave  us  a reafonablc  ground  of  hope, 
that  we  fhould  find  this  a comfortable  Ration  to  fupply  all 
our  wants,  and  to  make  us  forget  the  hardfhips  and  delays 
experienced  during  a conRant  fucceRion  of  adverfe  winds, 
and  boiRerous  weather,  almoR  ever  fincc  our  arrival  upon 
the  coaR  of  America. 


• Vifcaino  met  with  natives  on  the  coaft  of  California,  while  he  was  in  the  har- 
bour of  San  Diego,  who  tw re  painted  or  hefmeared  with  black  and  white , and  had  their 
beads  loaded  with  feathers,  Hiftory  of  California , Vol.  ii.  p.  27  a. 
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BOOK  IV. 

Tranfa&ions  amongft  the  Natives  of  North 
America  $ Difcoveries  along  that  Coaft  and 
the  Eaftern  Extremity  of  Afia,  Northward 
to  Icy  Cape  j and  Return  Southward  to  the 
Sandwich  Iflands. 

CHAP.  I. 

The  Ships  enter  the  Sound , and  moor  in  a Harbour. — In- 
ter cour/e  with  the  Natives. — Articles  brought  to  barter. 

— Thefts  committed. — The  Obfervatorits  ereBed,  and 
Carpenters  fet  to  work. — Jealoufy  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Sound  to  prevent  other  Tribes  having  Inter courfe  with 
the  Ships. — Stormy  and  rainy  Weather. — Progrefs  round 
the  Sound. — Behaviour  of  the  Natives  at  their  Villages. 

— Their  Manner  of  drying  Fijb,  &c. — Remarkable  Vift 
from  Strangers , and  introduBory  Ceremonies.— A fecond 
Vifst  to  one  of  the  V illages. — Leave  to  cut  Grafs, purchajcd. 

— The  Ships  fail. — Prefents  given  and  received  at  parting. 

THE  (hips  haying  happily  found  fo  excellent  fhclter  ,,.s. 

in  an  inlet,  the  coafts  of  which  appeared  to  be  in-  . . 

habited  by  a race  of  people,  whofc  inoffenfive  be- 
haviour promifed  a friendly  intercourfe,  the  next  morn-  Monday  jo. 
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'77*  ing,  after  coming  to  anchor,  I loft  no  time  in  endeavouring 

' » — ■ to  find  a commodious  harbour  where  we  might  ftation  our- 

felvcs  during  our  continuance  in  the  Sound.  Accordingly, 
I fent  three  armed  boats,  under  the  command  of  Mr.  King, 
upon  this  fervice  ; and  foon  after,  I went  myfelf,-in  a irnall 
boat,  on  the  fame  fearch.  I had  very  little  trouble  in  find- 
ing what  we  wanted.  On  the  North  Weft  of  the  arm  we 
were  now  in,  and  not  far  from  the  fhips,  I met  with  a con- 
venient fnug  cove  well  fuited  to  our  purpofe.  Mr.  King 
was  equally  fuccefsful ; for  he  returned  about  noon,  with 
an  account  of  a flill  better  harbour,  which  he  had  feen  and 
examined,  lying  on  the  North  Weft  fide  of  the  land.  But 
as  it  would  have  required  more  time  to  carry  the  fhips  thi- 
ther, than  to  the  cove  where  I had  been,  which  was  imme- 
diately within  our  reach  ; this  rcafon  operated  to  determine 
my  choice  in  favour  of  the  latter  fituation.  But  being  ap- 
prehenfivc,  that  we  Ihould  not  be  able  to  tranfport  our  fhips 
to  it,  and  to  moor  them  properly,  before  night  came  on, 
I thought  it  beft  to  remain  where  we  were  till  next  morn- 
ing; and,  that  no  time  might  be  loft,  I employed  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day  to  feme  ufeful  purpofes,  ordering  the 
fails  to  be  unbent,  the  top-mafts  to  be  ftruck,  and  the  fore- 
man of  the  Rcfolution  to  be  unrigged,  in  order  to  fix  a new 
bib,  one  of  the  old  ones  being  decayed. 

A great  many  canoes,  filled  with  the  natives,  were  about 
the  (hips  all  day ; and  a trade  commenced  betwixt  us  and 
them,  which  was  carried  on  with  the  ftri-fteft  honefty  on 
both  fides.  The  articles  which  they  offered  to  fale  were 
fkins  of  various  animals,  fuch  as  bears,  wolves,  foxes, 
deer,  rackoons,  polecats,  martins ; and,  in  particular,  of 
the  fea  otters,  which  arc  found  at  the  illands  Eaft  of  Kamt- 
fchatka.  Bcfidcs  the  fkins  in  their  native  fhape,  they  alfo 
brought  garments  made  of  them,  and  another  fort  of  cloth- 
ing 
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ingmade  of  the  bark  of  a tree,  or  fome  plant  like  hemp;  wea- 
pons. fuchas  bows,  arrows, and  fpears;  filh-hooks,  and  inftru- 
ments  of  various  kinds ; wooden  vizors  of  many  different 
monftrous  figures;  a fort  of  woollen  (tuff,  or  blanketing;  bags 
filled  with  red  ochre ; pieces  of  carved  work ; beads ; and  feve- 
ral  other  little  ornaments  of  thin  brafs  and  iron,  ttiapcd  like  a 
horfe-fhoe,  which  they  hang  at  their  nofes;  and  feveral  chif- 
fels,  or  pieces  of  iron,  fixed  to  handles.  From  their  poffcfling 
which  metals,  we  could  infer  that  they  had  either  been 
vifited  before  by  fome  civilized  nation,  or  had  connexions 
with  tribes  on  their  continent,  who  had  communication 
with  them.  But  the  molt  extraordinary  of  all  the  articles 
which  they  brought  to  the  fhips  for  fale,  were  human 
ikulls,  and  hands  not  yet  quite  ftripped  of  the  flefh,  which 
they  made  our  people  plainly  underftand  they  had  eaten ; 
and,  indeed,  fome  of  them  had  evident  marks  that  they  had 
been  upon  the  fire.  We  had  but  too  much  reafon  to  fufpeX, 
from  this  circumftance,  that  the  horrid  pradlice  of  feeding 
on  their  enemies  is  as  prevalent  here,  as  we  had  found  it 
to  be  at  New  Zealand  and  other  South  Sea  illands.  For 
the  various  articles  which  they  brought,  they  took  in  ex- 
change knives,  duffels,  pieces  of  iron  and  tin,  nails,  look- 
ing-glafies,  buttons,  or  any  kind  of  metal.  Glafs  beads 
they  were -not  fond  of;  and  cloth  of  every  fort  they  re- 
jected. 

We  employed  the  next  day  in  hauling  our  fhips  into  the 
cove,  where  they  were  moored  head  and  Hern,  fattening 
our  hawfers  to  the  trees  on  fhore.  On  heaving  up  the  an- 
chor of  the  Refolution,  we  found,  notwithftanding  the  great 
depth  of  water  in  which  it  was  let  go,  that  there  were  rocks 
at  the  bottom.  Thefe  had  done  fotne  confiderable  damage 
to  the  cable ; and  the  hawfers  that  were  carried  out,  to 

warp 

3 


271 

>778. 

March. 


Tudtfajr  p. 


Digitized  by  Google 


27  = 


A VOYAGE  TO 


<77*-  warp  the  (hip  into  the  cove,  alfo  got  foul  of  rocks ; from 
■ ■ which  it  appeared  that  the  whole  bottom  was  (hewed  with 

them.  The  (hip  being  again  very  leaky  in  her  upper 
works,  I ordered  the  carpenters  to  go  to  work  to  caulk  her, 
and  to  repair  fuch  other  defedts  as,  on  examination,  we 
might  difeover. 

The  fame  of  our  arrival  brought  a great  concourfe  of  the 
natives  to  our  fliips  in  the  courfe  of  this  day.  We  counted 
above  a hundred  canoes  at  one  time,  which  might  be  fup- 
pofed  to  contain,  at  an  average,  five  perfons  each  ; for  few 
of  them  had  lefs  than  three  on  board  i great  numbers  had 
feven,  eight,  or  nine ; and  one  was  manned  with  no  lefs 
than  feventeen.  Amongft  thefc  vifiters,  many  now  favoured 
us  with  their  company  for  the  firft  time,  which  wc  could 
guefs,  from  their  approaching  the  fliips  with  their  orations 
and  other  ceremonies.  If  they  had  any  diftruft  or  fear  of  us 
at  firft,  they  now  appeared  to  have  laid  it  afide ; for  they 
came  on  board  the  fliips,  and  mixed  with  our  people  with 
the  greateft  freedom.  We  foon  difeovered,  by  this  nearer 
intercourfe,  that  they  were  as  light-fingered  as  any  of  our 
friends  in  the  iilands  we  had  vifited  in  the  courfc  of  the 
voyage.  And  they  wer?  far  more  dangerous  thieves  s for, 
poflefling  (harp  iron  inftruments,  they  could  cut  a hook 
from  a tackle,  or  any  other  piece  of  iron  from  a rope,  the 
inftant  that  our  backs  were  turned.  A large  hook,  weigh- 
ing between  twenty  and  thirty  pounds,  fevcral  fmaller  ones, 
and  other  articles  of  iron,  were  loft  in  this  manner.  And, 
as  to  our  boats,  they  ftripped  them  of  every  bit  of  iron 
that  was  worth  carrying  away,  though  we  had  always 
men  left  in  them  as  a guard.  They  were  dextrous  enough 
in  efledling  their  purpoies  ; for  one  fellow  would  contrive 
to  atnufe  the  boat-keeper,  at  one  end  of  a boat,  while  an- 
i other 
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other  was  pulling  out  the  iron  work  at  the  other.  If  we  •u’** 
milled  a thing  immediately  after  it  hail  been  llolen,  vc  > — v- — j 
found  little  difficulty  in  detecting  the  thief,  as  they  were 
ready  enough  to  impeach  one  another.  But  the  guilty  per- 
fon  generally  rclinquilhed  his  prize  with  reluiftance  ; and 
fometimes  we  found  it  ncccll'ary  to  have  rccourfe  to  force. 

The  fliips  being  fccurely  moored,  we  began  our  other  April, 
neceflary  bufinefs  the  next  day.  The  obfervatories  were  Wct!r'cf' '' 
carried  alhore,  and  placed  upon  an  elevated  rock  on  one  fide 
of  the  cove,  clofe  to  the  Refolution.  A party  of  men,  with 
an  officer,  was  fent  to  cut  wood,  and  to  clear  a place  for  the 
convenicncy  of  watering.  Others  were  employed  to  brew 
fpruce-becr,  as  pine  trees  abounded  here.  The  forge  was 
alfo  fet  up,  to  make  the  iron-work  wanting  for  the  re- 
pairs of  the  fore-mall.  For,  befides  one  of  the  bibs  being 
defective,  the  larboard  trellle-tree,  and  one  of  the  crofs-trecs 
were  fprung. 

A confiderable  number  of  the  natives  vifited  us  daily  ; 
and,  every  now  and  then,  we  faw  new  faces.  On  their  firit 
coming,  they  generally  went  through  a fingular  mode  of 
introducing  themfelves.  They  would  paddle,  with  all  their 
ftrength,  quite  round  both  fliips,  a Chief,  or  other  principal 
perfon  in  the  canoe,  Handing  up  with  a fpear,  or  fomc  other 
weapon,  in  his  hand,  and  fpcaking,  or  rather  hollowing, 
all  the  time.  Sometimes  the  orator  of  the  canoe  would 
have  his  face  covered  with  a mafk,  reprefenting  either  a 
human  vifage,  or  that  of  fomc  animal;  and,  inflead  of  a 
weapon,  would  hold  a rattle  in  his  hand,  as  before  de- 
feribed.  After  making  this  circuit  round  the  fliips,  they 
would  come  along-fide,  and  begin  to  trade  without  further 
ceremony.  Very  often,  indeed,  they  would  firll  give  us  a 
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j^7»-  fong,  in  which  all  in  the  canoe  joined,  with  a very  pleaCng 

i — ' harmony.  • 

During  thefe  vifits,  they  gave  us  no  other  trouble, 
than  to  guard  againft  their  thievifh  tricks.  But,  in  the 
Saturday  +.  morning  of  the  4th,  we  had  a ferious  alarm.  Our  party 
on  fhorc,  who  were  employed  in  cutting  wood,  and  filling 
water,  obferved,  that  the  natives  all  around  them  were 
arming  themfelves  in  the  beft  manner  they  could  ; thofe, 
who  were  not  pofielTed  of  proper  weapons,  preparing  flicks, 
and  collecting  floncs.  On  hearing  this,  I thought  it  prudent 
toarmalfo;  but,  being  determined  to  aCt  upon  the  defen- 
fivc,  I ordered  all  our  workmen  to  retreat  to  the  rock,  upon 
which  we  had  placed  our  obfervatories  ; leaving  the  natives 
in  quiet  pofTefEon  of  the  ground  where  they  had  alFcmbled, 
which  was  within  a flone’s  throw  of  the  Rcfolution’s  ftern; 
Our  fears  were  ill-grounded : thefe  hoflile  preparations  were 
not  directed  againll  us,  but  againft  a body  of  their  own 
countrymen,  who  were  coming  to  fight  them  ; and  our 
friends  of  the  Sound,  on  obferving  our  apprehenfions,  ufed 
their  beft  endeavours  to  convince  us  that  this  was  the  cafe. 
We  could  fee,  that  they  had  people  looking  out,  on  each 
point  of  the  cove,  and  canoes  frequently  palled  between- 
them  and  the  main  body  aftcmbled  near  the  fhips.  At 
length,  the  adverfe  party,  in  about  a dozen  large  canoes, 
appeared  off  the  South  point  of  the  cove,  where  they  flop- 
ped, and  lay  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  a negociation  hav- 
ing commenced.  Some  people  in  canoes,  in  conducting  the 
treaty,  paflcd  between  the  two  parties,  and  there  was  fomc 
fpeaking  on  both  fides.  At  length,  the  difference,  what- 
ever it  was,  feemed  to  be  compromifed ; but  the  flrangcrs 
were  not  allowed  to  come  along-fidc  the  fhips,  nor  to  have 
any  trade  or  intcrcourfe  with  us.  Probably  we  were  the 
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caufe  of  the  quarrel ; the  (hangers,  perhaps,  being  defirous  '?7*- 
to  111  arc  in  the  advantages  of  a trade  with  us  ; and  our  firft 
friends,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Sound,  being  determined  to 
engrofs  us  entirely  to  themfelvcs.  We  had  proofs  of  this 
on  feveral  other  occalions ; nay,  it  appeared,  that  even  thofe 
who  lived  in  the  Sound  were  not  united  in  the  fame  caufe  ; 
for  the  weaker  were  frequently  obliged  to  give  way  to  the 
ftronger  parry,  and  plundered  of  every  thing,  without  at- 
tempting to  make  the  lealt  refiflance. 

We  refumed  our  work  in  the  afternoon,  and,  the  next  Sunday;, 
day,  rigged  the  fore-mall ; the  head  of  which  being  rather 
too  fmall  for  the  cap,  the  carpenter  went  to  work,  to  fix  a 
piece  on  one  fide,  to  fill  up  the  vacant  fpace.  In  cutting  in- 
to the  mad-head  for  this  purpofe,  and  examining  the  date  of 
it,  both  cheeks  were  found  to  be  fo  rotten,  that  there  was  no 
poflibility  of  repairing  them  ; and  it  became  ncccffary  to  get 
the  mad  out,  and  to  fix  new  ones  upon  it.  It  was  evident, 
that  one  of  the  cheeks  had  been  defective  at  the  fird,  and 
that  the  unfound  part  had  been  cut  out,  and  a piece  put  in; 
which  had  not  only  weakened  the  mad-head,  but  had,  in 
a great  meafure,  been  the  occafion  of  rotting  every  other 
part  of  both  checks.  Thus,  when  we  were  almod  ready  to 
put  to  fea,  we  had  all  our  work  to  do  over  again ; and, 
what  was  dill  more  provoking,  an  additional  repair  was  to 
be  undertaken,  which  would  require  foine  time  to  be  com- 
pleted. But,  as  there  was  no  remedy,  we  immediately  fet 
about  it.  It  was  fortunate  for  the  voyage,  that  thefe  defedis 
were  difeovered,  when  wc  were  in  a place,  where  the  ma- 
terials requifite  were  to  be  procured.  For,  amongll  the  drift- 
wood, in  the  cove  where  the  fliips  lay,  were  fome  fmall  fea- 
foned  trees  very  fit  for  our  purpofe.  One  of  thefe  was  pitch- 
ed upon;  tnd  the  carpenters  began,  without  lofs  of  time,  to 
make  out  of  it  two  new  cheeks. 
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In  the  morning  of  the  7th,  we  got  the  fore-mad  out,  and 
hauled  it  afliorc ; and  the  carpenters  of  the  (hips  were  fet 
to  work  upon  it.  Some  parts  of  the  lower  Handing  rig- 
ging having  been  found  to  be  very  much  decayed,  as  we  had 
time  now  to  put  them  in  order,  while  the  carpenters  were 
repairing  the  foremaft,  I ordered  a new  fet  of  main-rigging 
to  be  fitted,  and  a more  perfect  fet  of  fore-rigging  to  be  fe- 
ledled  out  of  the  belt  parts  of  the  old. 

From  the  time  of  our  putting  into  the  Sound  till  now,  the 
weather  had  been  exceedingly  fine,  without  cither  wind  or 
rain.  That  comfort,  at  the  very  moment  when  the  conti- 
nuance of  it  would  have  been  of  mod  fervice,  was  with- 
■Wcdntf.  s.  drawn.  In  the  morning  of  the  8th,  the  wind  frefhened  at 
South  Eaft,  attended  with  thick  hazy  weather  and  rain.  In 
the  afternoon  the  wind  incrcafcd;  and,  toward  the  evening-, 
it  blew  very  hard  indeed.  It  came,  in  excellively  heavy 
fqualls,  from  over  the  high  land  on  the  oppofite  Ihore,  right 
into  the  cove ; and,  though  the  (hips  were  very  well  moor- 
ed, put  them  in  fome  danger.  Thefe  tempeftuous  blafU 
fuccccded  each  other  pretty  quick ; but  they  were  of  Ihort 
duration ; and  in  the  intervals  between  them  we  had  a per- 
fect calm.  According  to  the  old  proverb.  Misfortunes  fel- 
dom  come  fingle ; the  mizen  was  now  the  only  mad  on 
board  the  Refolution  that  remained  rigged,  with  its  top- 
mad  up.  The  former  was  fo  defective,  that  it  could  not 
fupport  the  latter  during  the  violence  of  the  fqualls,  but 
gave  way  at  the  head  under  the  rigging.  About  eight 
o’clock  the  gale  abated  } but  the  rain  continued  with  very 
little  intermiflion  for  fcveral  days  ; and,  that  the  carpenters 
might  be  enabled  to  proceed  in  their  labours,  while  it  pre- 
vailed, a tent  was  ereifted  over  the  fore-mad,  where  they 
could  work  with  fome  degree  of  convenience. 

The 
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The  bad  weather  which  now  came  on,  did  nor,  however, 
hinder  the  natives  from  vifiting  us  daily ; and,  in  fuch  cir- 
cumftanccs,  their  vilits  were  very  advantageous  to  us.  For 
they  frequently  brought  us  a tolerable  fupply  of  fifh,  when 
we  could  not  catch  any  ourfelves  with  hook  and  line;  and 
there  was  not  a proper  place  near  us  where  we  could  draw 
a net.  The  filh  which  they  brought  us  were  cither  fardincs  j 
or  what  refembled  them  much,  a fmall  kind  of  bream ; and 
fometimes  fmall  cod. 

On  the  nth,  notwithftanding  the  rainy  weather,  the  main-  Saturday  ir. 
rigging  was  fired  and  got  over  head  ; and  our  employment, 
the  day  after,  was  to  take  down  the  mizen-maft,  the  head  Suoday  ia. 
of  which  proved  to  be  fo  rotten,  that  it  dropped  off  while  in 
the  flings.  In  the  evening  we  were  vifited  by  a tribe  of 
natives  whom  we  had  never  feen  before ; and  who,  in  ge- 
neral, were  better  looking  people  than  moll  of  our  old 
friends,  fome  of  whom  attended  them.  I prevailed  upon 
thefc  vifiters  to  go  down  into  the  cabin  for  the  firft  time ; 
and  obferved,  that  there  was  not  a Angle  objetft:  that  fixed 
the  attention  of  molt  of  them  for  a moment ; their  coun- 
tenances nfcrking,  that  they  looked  upon  all  our  novel- 
ties with  the  utmoll  indifference.  This,  however,  was  not 
without  exception ; for  a few  of  the  company  fhewed  a 
certain  degree  of  curiofity. 

In' the  afternoon  of  the  next  day,  I went  into  the  woods  Monday  ij. 
with  a party  of  our  men,  and  cut  down  a tree  for  a mizen- 
maft.  On  the  day  following,  it  was  brought  to  the  place  T«fdsyi4. 
where  the  carpenters  were  employed  upon  the  fore-maft. 

In  the  evening  the  wind,  which  had  been,  for  fome  timej 
Wefterly,  veered  to  South  Eaft,  and  increafcd  to  a very  hard 
gale,  with  rain,  which  continued  till  eight  o’clock  the  next  Wcd«r.  15. 
morning,  when  it  abated,  and  veered  again  to  the  Weft. 
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The  forc-maft  being,  by  this  lime,  fmifiicd,  we  hauled  It 
along-  fide;  but  the  bad  weather  prevented  our  getting  it  in 
till  the  afternoon ; and  we  let  about  rigging  it  with  the 
grcatcil  expedition,  while  the  carpenters  were  going  on  with 
the  mizen-maft  on  fhorc.  They  had  made  very  confidcrable 
progrefs  in  it  on  the  i6ihj  when  they  difeovered,  that  the 
flick  upon  which  they  were  at  work  was  fprung,  or  wound- 
ed ; owing,  as  fuppolcd,  to  fomc  accident  in  cutting  it  down. 
So  that  all  their  labour  was  thrown  away ; and  it  became 
neccflary  to  get  another  tree  out  of  the  woods,  which  em- 
ployed all  hands  above  half  a day.  During  thefe  various 
operations,  feveral  of  the  natives,  who  were  about  the  (hips, 
looked  on  with  an  expreflive  filent  fur  prize,  which  we  did 
not  cxpciff,  from  their  general  indifference  and  inattention. 

On  the  1 8th,  a party  of  llrangcrs,  in  fix  or  eight  canoes, 
came  into  the  cove,  where  they  remained,  looking  at  us, 
for  fome  time ; and  then  retired,  without  coming  along- 
fide  either  Ihip.  We  fuppofed,  that  our  old  friends,'  who 
were  more  numerous,  at  this  time,  about  us,  than  thefe  new 
vifiters,  would  not  per  mit  them  to  have  any  intercourfe  with 
us.  It  was  evident,  upon  this  and  feveral  other  occafions, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  adjoining  parts  of  the  Sound  en- 
groffed  us  entirely  to  themfclvcs;  or  if,  at  any  time,  they 
did  not  hinder  llrangcrs  from  trading  with  us,  they  con- 
trived to  manage  the  trade  for  them  in  fuch  a manner,  that 
the  price  of  their  commodities  was  always  kept  up,  while 
the  value  of  ours  was  ledcning  every  day.  We  alfo  found, 
that  many  of  the  principal  natives,  who  lived  near  us,  car- 
ried on  a trade  with  more  dillant  tribes,  in  the  articles 
they  had  procured  from  us.  For  we  obferved,  that  they 
would  frequently  difappear  for  four  or  five  days  at  a time, 
and  then  return  with  frelh  cargoes  of  fkins  and  curiofities, 

which 
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■which  our  people  were  fo  paffionately  fond  of,  that  they  al- 
ways  came  to  a good  market.  But  we  received  mod  bene-  t — v — * 
fit  from  fuch  of  the  natives  as  vifited  us  daily.  Thefe,  after 
difpofing  of  all  their  little  trifles,  turned  their  attention  to 
fifhings  and  we  never  failed  to  partake  of  what  they 
caught.  We  alfo  got  from  thefe  people  a confiderablc  quan- 
tity of  very  good  animal  oil,  which  they  had  referved  in 
bladders.  In  this  traffic  fome  would  attempt  to  cheat  us,  by 
mixing  water  with  the  oil ; and,  once  or  twice,  they  had 
the  addrefs  to  carry  their  impofition  fo  far,  as  to  fill  their 
bladders  with  mere  water,  without  a Angle  drop  of  oil.  Ir 
was  always  better  to  bear  with  thefe  tricks,  than  to  make 
them  the  foundation  of  a quarrel ; for  our  articles  of  traffic 
confided,  for  the  mod  parr,  of  mere  trifles;  and  yet  we  were 
put  to  our  ffiifts  to  find  a conflant  fupply  even  of  thefe. 

Beads,  and  fuch  other  toys,  of  which  I had  dill  fome  left, 
were  in  little  edimation.  Nothing  would  go  down  with  our 
vifiters  but  metal;  and  brafs  had,  by  this  time,  fupplanted 
iron ; being  fo  eagerly  fought  after,  that  before  we  left  this 
place,  hardly  a bit  of  it  was  left  in  the  ffiips,  except  what 
belonged  to  our  ncccflary  indruments.  Whole  fuits  of 
clothes  were  dripped  of  every  button  ; bureaus  of  their  fur- 
niture ; and  copper  kettles,  tin  cannidcrs,  candledicks,  and 
the  like,  all  went  to  wreck  ; fo  that  our  American  friends 
here  got  a greater  medley  and  variety  of  things  from  us, 
than  any  other  nation  whom  we  had  vifited  in  the  courfe  of 
the  voyage. 

After  a fortnight’s  bad  weather,  the  19th  proving  a fair  Sunday 
day,  we  availed  ourfelves  of  it,  to  get  up  the  top-mafls  and 
yards,  and  to  fix  up  the  rigging.  And,  having  now  finiffied 
mod  of  our  heavy  work,  I let  out  the  next  morning  to  take  Monday  to. 
a view  of  the  Sound.  I fiid  went  to  the  Wed  point,  wherc 
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» 77.8*  I found  a large  village,  and,  before  it,  a very  fnug  har- 
^ • bour,  in  which  was  from  nine  to  four  fathoms  water,  over 

a bottom  of  fine  fand.  The  people  of  this  village,  who 
were  numerous,  and  to  mod  of  whom  1 was  well  known, 
received  me  very  courteoully ; every  one  prefling  me  to  go 
into  his  houfe,  or  rather  his  apartment , for  feveral  families 
live  under  the  fame  roof.  I did  not  decline  the  invitations ; and 
my  hofpitable  friends,  whom  I vifited,  fpread  a mat  for  me 
to  fit  down  upon,  and  fhewed  me  every  ether  mark  of  civility. 
In  moft  of  the  houfes  were  women  at  work,  making  drefles 
of  the  plant  or  bark  before  mentioned,  which  they  executed 
exactly  in  the  fame  manner  that  the  New  Zealanders  ma- 
nufacture their  cloth.  Others  were  occupied  in  opening 
fardines.  I had  feen  a large  quantity  of  them  brought  on 
Ihore  from  canoes,  and  divided  by  meafure  amongft  feveral 
people,  who  carried  them  up  to  their  houfes,  where  the 
operation  of  curing  them  by  fmoke-drying  is  performed. 
They  hang  them  on  fmall  rods  ; at  firfl,  about  a foot  from 
the  fire;  afterward  they  remove  them  higher  and  higher,  to 
make  room  for  others,  till  the  rods,  on  which  the  fi(h  hang, 
reach  the  top  of  the  houfe.  When  they  arc  completely 
dried,  they  are  taken  down  and  packed  clofe  in  bales,  which 
they  cover  with  mats.  Thus  they  are  kept  till  wanted ; and 
they  arc  not  a difagreeable  article  of  food.  Cod,  and  other 
large  filh,  are  alfo  cured  in  the  fame  manner  by  them ; 
though  they  fometimes  dry  thefe  in  the  open  air,  without 
fire. 

From  this  village  I proceeded  up  the  Weft  fide  of  the 
Sound.  For  about  three  miles,  I found  the  Ihore  covered 
with  fmall  illands,  which  arc  fo  fituaced  as  to  form  feveral 
convenient  harbours,  having  various  depths  of  water,  from 
thirty  to  feven  fathoms,  with  a good  bottom.  Two  leagues 
2 within 
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within  the  Sound,  on  this  Weft  fide,  there  runs  in  an  arm  '77.S- 

April. 

in  the  direction  of  North  North  Weft  j and  two  miles  far-  ' - 

ther,  is  another  nearly  in  the  fame  direction,  with  a pretty 
large  illand  before  it.  I had  no  time  to  examine  either 
of  thefe  arms ; but  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  they  do  not 
extend  far  inland,  as  the  water  was  no  more  than  brackilh 
at  their  entrances.  A mile  above  the  fecond  arm,  I found 
the  remains  of  a village.  The  logs  or  framings  of  the  houfes 
were  Handing;  but  the  boards  that  had  compofcd  their  (ides 
and  roofs  did  not  cxift.  Before  this  village  were  fome 
large  filhing  wears ; but  I faw  nobody  attending  them. 

Thefe  wears  were  compofcd  of  pieces  of  wicker-work  made 
of  fmall  rods,  fome  clofer  than  others,  according  to  the 
fize  of  the  fifh  intended  to  be  caught  in  them.  Thefe  pieces 
of  wicker-work  (fome  of  whofe fuperficiei  are,  at  lead,  twenty 
feet  by  twelve),  arc  fixed  up  edgewife  in  fhallow  water,  by 
ftrong  poles  or  pickets,  that  Hand  firm  in  the  ground.  Be- 
hind this  ruined  village  is  a plain  of  a few  acres  extent, 
covered  with  the  largeft  pine-trees  that  I ever  faw.  This 
was  more  remarkable,  as  the  elevated  ground,  on  moft 
other  parts  of  this  Weft  fide  of  the  Sound,  was  rather  naked. 

From  this  place,  I crofted  over  to  the  other,  or  Eaft  fide  of 
the  Sound,  parting  an  arm  of  it  that  runs  in  North  North 
Eaft,  to  appearance  not  far.  I now  found,  what  I had  be- 
fore conjectured,  that  the  land,  under  which  the  (hips  lay, 
was  an  illand  ; and  that  there  were  many  fmaller  ones  lying 
fcattered  in  the  Sound  on  the  Weft  fide  of  it.  Oppofite  the 
North  end  of  our  large  illand,  upon  the  main  land,  I ob- 
ferved  a village,  and  there  I landed.  The  inhabitants  of  it 
were  not  fo  polite  as  thofe  of  the  other  I had  juft  viGtcd.  But 
this  cold  reception  1‘ccmed,  in  a great  mcafure,  if  not  en- 
tirely, owing  to  one  furlv  Chief,  who  would  not  let  me 
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i77*j  enter  their  houfcs,  following  me  wherever  I went ; and 
' — feveral  times,  by  expreilive  figns,  marking  his  impatience 
that  I (hould  be  gone.  I attempted  in  vain  to  footh  him  by 
prefents;  but  though  he  did  not  refufe  them,  they  did  not 
alter  his  behaviour.  Some  of  the  young  women,  better 
pleafed  with  us  than  was  their  inhofpitablc  Chief,  drelTed 
thcmfelves  expeditioufly  in  their  bell  apparel,  and,  aflem- 
bling  in  a body,  welcomed  us  to  their  village,  by  joining 
in  a fong,  which  was  far  from  harlh  or  difagreeable. 

The  day  being  now  far  fpent,  I proceeded  for  the  (hips, 
round  the  North  end  of  the  large  ifland ; meeting,  in  my 
way,  with  feveral  canoes  laden  with  fardincs,  which  had 
been  juft  caught,  fomewhere  in  the  Eaft  corner  of  the  Sound. 
When  1 got  on  board,  I was  informed,  that,  while  1 was  ab- 
fent,  the  lhips  had  been  vifited  by  fome  ftrangers,  in  two  or 
three  large  canoes,  who,  by  figns,  made  our  people  underfland 
that  they  had  come  from  the  South  F.aft,  beyond  the  bay. 
They  brought  feveral  (kins,  garments,  and  other  articles, 
which  they  bartered.  But  what  was  moft  fingular,  two  filver 
tablc-fpoons  were  purchased  from  them,  which,  from  their 
peculiar  fhape,  we  fuppofed  to  be  of  Spani(h  manufacture. 
One  of  thefe  ftrangcr3  wore  them  round  his  neck,  by  way 
of  ornament.  Thcfc  vifiters  alfo  appeared  to  be  more  plenti- 
fully fupplied  with  iron  than  the  inhabitants  of  the  Sound. 

The  mizen-maft  being  fmilhed,  it  was  got  in,  and  riggedi 
T.tfflar  j».  on  the  21ft  ; and  the  carpenters  were  fet  to  work  to  make  a 
new  fore-top  maft,  to  replace  the  one  that  had  been  carried 
away  fome  time  before. 

WeJdcf.  it.  Next  morning,  about  eight  o’clock,  we  were  vifited  by  a 
number  of  ftrangers,  in  twelve  or  fourteen  canoes.  They 
came  into  the  cove  from  the  Southward ; and  as  foon 
as  they  had  turned  the  point  of  it,  they  flopped,  and  lay 
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drawn  up  in  a body  above  half  an  hour,  about  two  or  three 
hundred  yards  from  the  ihips.  At  firrt,  we  thought,  that 
they  were  afraid  to  come  nearer ; but  wc  were  miftaken  in 
this,  and  they  were  only  preparing  an  introductory  cere- 
mony. On  advancing  toward  the  Clips,  they  all  flood  up  in 
their  canoes,  and  began  to  ling.  Some  of  their  fongs,  in 
which  the  whole  body  joined,  were  in  a flow,  and  others  in 
in  quicker  time ; and  they  accompanied  their  notes  with 
the  molt  regular  motions  of  their  hands  ; or  beating  in  con- 
cert, with  their  paddles,  on  the  iides  of  the  canoes ; and 
making  other  very  expreflive  geftures.  At  the  end  of  each 
long,  they  remained  Client  a few  feconds,  and  then  began 
again,  fometimes  pronouncing  the  word  booee forcibly,  as 
a chorus.  After  entertaining  us  with  this  fpecimen  of  their 
mufic,  which  we  liftened  to  with  admiration,  for  above  half 
an  hour,  they  came  along  fide  the  lhips,  and  bartered  what 
they  had  to  difpofc  of.  Some  of  our  old  friends  of  the 
Sound,  were  now  found  to  be  amongft  them  ; and  they  took 
the  whole  management  of  the  traffic  between  us  and  the 
flrangers,  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  latter. 


Our  attendance  on  thefe  vifiters  being  finiflied,  Captain 
Clcrkc  and  I went,  in  the  forenoon,  with  two  boats,  to  the 
village  at  the  Weft  point  of  the  Sound.  When  1 was  there 
the  day  before,  I had  obferved,  that  plenty  of  grafs  grew 
near  it ; and  it  was  neceflary  to  lay  in  a quantity  of  this,  as 
food  for  the  few  goats  and  fheep  which  were  flill  left  on 
board.  The  inhabitants  received  us  with  the  lame  demon- 
ftrations  of  friendlhip  which  I had  experienced  before ; and 
the  moment  we  landed,  I ordered  fomc  of  my  people  to  be- 
gin theip  operation  of  cutting.  I had  not  the  lead  imagina- 
tion, that  the  natives  could  make  any  objection  to  our  fur- 
nilliing  ourfelves  with  what  feemed  to  be  of  no  ufe  to  them, 
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but  was  ncceffary  for  us.  However,  I was  miftaken  j for, 
— *-—t  the  moment  that  our  men  began  to  cut,  fome  of  the  inhabit- 
ants interpofcd,  and  would  not  permit  them  to  proceed, 
faying  they  muft  “ makook that  is,  mult  firft  buy  it.  I 
was  now  in  one  of  the  houfcs ; but  as  foon  as  I heard  of 
this,  I went  to  the  field,  where  I found  about  a dozen  of  the 
natives,  each  of  whom  laid  claim  to  fome  part  of  the  grafs 
that  grew  in  this  place.  I bargained  with  them  for  it,  and 
having  completed  the  purchafe,  thought  that  we  were  now 
at  liberty  to  cut  wherever  we  pleafed.  But  here,  again-, 
it  appeared,  that  1 was  under  a miftake •,  for  the  liberal 
manner  in  which  1 had  paid  the  firlt  pretended  proprietors, 
brought  frelh  demands  upon  me  from  others ; fo  that  there 
did  not  feem  to  be  a finglc  blade  of  grafs,  that  had  not  a 
feparatc  owner ; and  fo  many  of  them  were  to  be  fatisfied, 
that  I very  foon  emptied  my  pockets.  When  they  found, 
that  I really  had  nothing  more  to  give,  their  importunities 
ccafcd,  and  we  were  permitted  to  cut  wherever  we  pleafed, 
and  as  much  as  we  chofe  to  carry  away. 

Here  1 muft  obferve,  that  I have  no  where,  in  my  fcveral 
voyages,  met  with  any  uncivilized  nation,  or  tribe,  who  had 
fuch  Uriel  notions  of  their  having  a right  to  the  exclufivc 
property  of  every  thing  that  their  country  produces,  as  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Sound.  At  firft,  they  wanted  our  people 
to  pay  for  the  wood  and  water  that  they  carried  on  board  } 
and  had  1 been  upon  the  fpot,  when  thefe  demands  were 
made,  1 fhould  certainly  have  complied  with  them.  Our 
workmen,  in  my  abfence,  thought  differently ; for  they 
took  but  little  notice  of  fuch  claims  ■,  and  tire  natives,  ■ 
when  they  found  that  we  were  determined  to  pay  no- 
thing, at  laft  ceafed  to  apply.  But  they  made  a merit  of 
ncccility ; and  frequently  afterward,  took  occafton  to  re- 
mind 
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mind  us,  that  they  had  given  us  wood  and  water  out  of  J7J*- 
friend<hip•.  1‘  '■  • ’’  ' — ■ — ' 

During  the  time  I was  at  this  village,  Mr.  Webber,  who 
had  attended  me  thither,  made  drawings  of  every  thing 
that  was  curious,  both  within  and  without  doors.  I had 
alfo  an  opportunity  of  infpciffing,  more  narrowly,  the  con- 
ftruflion  of  the  houfes,  houfehold  furniture,  and  utenfils, 
and  the  ftriking  peculiarities  of  the  cuftoms  and  modes  of 
living  of  the  inhabitants.  Thefe  fhall  be  deferibed  in  ano- 
ther place,  in  the  bell  manner  I can,  calling  in  to  my  allid- 
ance  the  observations  of  Mr.  Andcrfon.  When  we  had  com- 
pleted all  our  operations  at  this  village,  the  natives  and  we 
parted  very  good  friends ; and  we  got  back  to  the  fhips  in 
the  afternoon. 

The  three  following  days  were  employed  in  getting  ready  Thnrfdtyjj. 
to  put  to  fea ; the  fails  were  bent ; the  obfervatories  and  in-  Saturday4^, 
flruments,  brewing  veffels,  and  other  things,  were  moved 
from  the  lhore ; fbme  fmall  fpars,  for  different  ufes,  and 
pieces  of  timber,  which  might  be  occafionally  fawn  into 
boards,  were  prepared  and  put  on  board ; and  both  fhips 
were  cleared,  and  put  into  a failing  condition. 

Every  thing  being  now  ready,  in  the  morning  of  the  26th,  Sunday  «6. 

I intended  to  have  put  to  fea ; but  both  wind  and  tide  being 
agaiull  us,  was  obliged  to  wait  till  noon,  when  the  South 
Well  wind  was  fucceeded  by  a calm * and  the  tide  turning 

• Similar  to  the  behaviour  of  the  natives  of  Nootka,  on  this  occafion,  was  that 
«f  another  tribe  of  Indians,  farther  North,  in  latitude  57  18',  to  the  Spaniards, 

who  hod  preceded  Captain  Cook  only  three  years,  in  a voyage  to  explore  thccoaftof 
America,  Northward  of  California.  Sec  the  journal  of  that  voyage,  writ  by  the 
ibcond  pilot  of  the  fleet,  and  pubhflicd  by  the  Honourable  Mr.  Daincs  Barrington, 
to  whom  the  literary  world  owes-  fo  many  obligations.  Mifccihmu,  p.  505,  506. 
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in  our  favour,  we  cad  off  the  moorings,  and  with  our 
boats  towed  the  (hips  out  of  the  cove.  After  this,  we  had 
variable  light  airs  and  calms,  till  foi^r  in  the  afternoon, 
when  a breeze  fprung  up  Northerly,  with  very  thick,  hazy 
weather.  The  mercury  in  the  barometer  fell  unufually 
low ; and  we  had  every  other  fore-runner  of  an  approach- 
ing (lorm,  which  we  had  rcafon  to  expert  would  be  from 
the  Southward.  This  made  me  hefuate  a little,  as  night  was 
at  hand,  whether  I (hould  venture  to  fail,  or  wait  till  the 
next  morning.  But  my  anxious  impatience  to  proceed  upon 
the  voyage,  and  the  fear  of  lpfmg  this  opportunity  of  get- 
ting out  of  the  Sound,  making  a greater  impreflion  on  my 
mind,  than  any  apprehenfion  of  immediate  danger,  I deter- 
mined to  put  to  fea  at  all  events. 

Our  friends,  the  natives,  attended  us,  till  we  were  almod 
out  of  the  Sound  ; Come  on  board  the  (hips,  and  others  in 
their  canoes.  One  of  their  Chiefs,  who  had,  fome  time  be- 
fore, attached  himfclf  to  rric,  was  amongd  the  lad  who  left 
us.  Having,  before  lie  went,  bellowed  upon  him  a Irnall 
prefent,  l received  in  return,  a beaver-fkin,  of  much  greater 
value.  This  called  upon  me  to  make  fome  addition  to  my 
prefent,  which  pleafed  him  fo  much,  that  he  infided  upon 
my  acceptance  of  the'  beaver- (kin  cloak  which  he  then 
wore  s and  of  which  I knew  he  was  particularly  fond. 
Struck  with  this  indance  of  gcncroiity,  and  defirous  that  he 
(hould  be  no  fuffercr  by  his  fricndiliip  to  me,  1 prefented  to 
him  a new  broad- fword,  with  a brafs  hilt ; the  poffeflion  of 
which  made  him  completely  happy.  He,  and  alfo  many 
others  of  his  countrymen,  importuned  us  much  to  pay 
them  another  vifit ; and,  by  way  of  encouragement,  pro- 
mi  fed  to  lay  in  a good  dock  of  lkins.  I make  no  doubt, i 
that  whoever  comes  after  me  to  this  place,  will  find  the  na- 
■j  - tives 
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tives  prepared  accordingly,  with  no  inconfiderable  fupply  Wg* 
of  an  article  of  trade,  which,  they  could  obferve,  we  were  ' — •>- — > 
eager  to  poflefs  ; and  which  we  found  could  be  purchafed 
to  great  advantage. 

Such  particulars  about  the  country,  and  its  inhabitants,  as 
came  to  our  knowledge,  during  our  ftiort  flay,  and  have 
not  been  mentioned  in  the  courfc  of  the  narrative,  will  fur- 
ni(l»  materials  for  the  two  following  Chapters. 
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CHAP.  II. 

The  Name  of  the  Sound,  and  Dir eEl ions  for  failing  into  it. 
Account  of  the  adjacent  Country. — Weather. — Climate. 
— Trees. — Other  vegetable  ProduElions. — Quadrupeds, 
whofe  Skins  were  brought  for  Sale. — Sea  Animals. — 
Defcription  of  a Sea  Otter. — Birds. — Water  Fowl. — 
Fijh. — Sbell-fijh,  &c. — Reptiles. — InfeEls. — Stones,  &c. 
— Perfons  of  the  Inhabitants. — Their  Colour  .—Common 
Drefs  and  Ornaments. — Occafional  Drejfes,  and  tnon- 
firous  Decorations  of  wooden  Mq/ks. — Their  general  Dif- 
pofitions. — Songs.— Mufecal  Injlruments. — Their  Eager - 
nefs  to  pojfefs  Iron  and  ether  Metals. 

ON  my  arrival  in  this  inlet,  I had  honoured  it  with  the 
name  of  King  George’s  Sound  ; but  I afterward  found, 
that  it  is  called  Nootka  by  the  natives.  The  entrance  is  fnu- 
ated  in  the  Eall  corner  of  Hope  Bay,  in  the  latitude  of  49*  33' 
North,  and  in  the  longitude  of  233*  12'  Fad.  The  Fall  coaft 
of  that  bay,  all  the  way  from  Breakers  Point  to  the  entrance 
of  the  Sound,  is  covered  by  a chain  of  funken  rocks,  that 
feemed  to  extend  fome  diflance  from  the  fhore ; and,  near 
the  Sound,  are  fome  illands  and  rocks  above  water. 

We  enter  this  Sound  between  two  rocky  points,  that  lie 
Eaft  South  Eall,  and  Well  North  Weft  from  each  other,  dis- 
tant between  three  and  four  miles.  Within  thefe  points 
the  Sound  widens  confiderably,  and  extends  in,  to  the  North- 
ward, 
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ward,  four  leagues  at  lead,  cxclufiveof  the  fcveral  branches 
toward  its  bottom,  the  termination  of  which  we  had  not  an  ' — -v — 
opportunity  to  afeertain.  But,  from  the  circumflance  of 
finding  that  the  water  frefhened  where  our  boats  eroded 
their  entrance,  it  is  probable  that  they  had  almoft  reached 
its  utmoft  limits.  And  this  probability  is  incrcafcd  by  the 
hills  that  bounded  it  toward  the  land,  being  covered  with 
thick  fnow,  when  thofe  toward  the  fea,  or  where  we  lay,  had 
not  a fpeck  remaining  on  them ; though,  in  general,  they 
were  much  higher.  In  the  middle  of  the  Sound  arc  a num- 
ber of  iilands  of  various  fizes.  But  the  chart  or  Iketch  of 
the  Sound,  here  annexed,  though  it  has  r,o  pretenfions  to 
accuracy,  will,  with  all  its  imperfetffions,  convey  a better 
idea  of  thefe  iflands,  and  of  the  figure,  and  tire  extent  of 
the  Sound,  than  any  written  defeription.  The  depth  of 
water  in  the  middle  of  the  Sound,  and  even  clofe  home  to 
fomc  parts  of  its  fiiorc,  is  from  forty-feven  to  ninety  fa- 
thoms, and  perhaps  more.  The  harbours,  and  anchoring- 
places  within  its  circuit,  are  numerous  ; but  we  had  no 
time  to  furvey  them.  The  cove  in  which  our  fhips  lay  is  on 
the  Eaft  fide  of  the  Sound,  and  on  the  Eaft  fide  of  the  largcft 
of  the  ifiands.  It  is  covered  from  the  fea,  but  has  little  clfc 
to  recommend  it,  being  expofed  to  the  South  Eaft  winds, 
which  we  found  to  blow  with  great  violence ; and  the  de- 
vaftation  they  make  fometimes,  was  apparent  in  many 
places. 

The  land  bordering  upon  the  fca-coaft  is  of  a middling 
height  and  level;  but  within  the  Sound,  it  rifes  almoft  every 
where  into  fteep  hills,  which  agree  in  their  general  form- 
ation, ending  in  round  or  blunted  tops,  with  fomc  fliarp, 
though  not  very  prominent,  ridges  on  their  fidcs.  Some  of 
thefe  hills  may  be  reckoned  high,  while  others  of  them 
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177*.  are  of  a very  moderate  height ; but  even  the  higheft  are  en- 
■ Af'J'  -»  tirely  covered  to  their  tops  with  the  thickeft  woods  ; as  well 
as  every  flat  part  toward  the  fea.  There  arc  fomeiimes  fpots 
upon  the  lides  of  fame  of  the  hills  which  are  bare ; but  they 
arc  few,  in  comparifon  of  the  whole,  though  they  fufli- 
ciently  point  out  the  general  rocky  difpolition  of  thefe  hills. 
Properly  fpeaking,  they  have  no  foil  upon  them,  except  a 
kind  of  compofl,  produced  from  rotten  mofles  and  trees,  of 
the  depth  of  two  feet  or  more.  Their  foundations  arc, 
therefore,  to  be  confideredas  nothing  more  than  flupendous 
rocks,  of  a whitifh  or  grey  call,  where  they  have  been 
expofed  to  the  weather;  but,  when  broken,  they  appeared 
to  be  of  a blueilh  grey  colour,  like  that  univerfal  fort  which 
were  found  at  Kerguelen’s  Land.  The  rocky  fhores  are  a 
continued  mafs  of  this;  and  the  little  coves,  in  the  Sound, 
have  beaches  compofcd  of  fragments  of  it,  with  a few  other 
pebbles.  All  thefe  coves  arc  furniflied  with  a great  quaa- 
tity  of  fallen  wood  lying  in  them,  which  is  carried  in  by 
the  tide ; and  with  rills  of  frelh  water,  fuffleient  for  the  ufc 
a fhip,  which  feem  to  be  fupplied  entirely  from  the  rains 
and  fogs  that  hover  about  the  tops  of  the  hills.  For  few 
fprings  can  be  expected  in  fo  rocky  a country,  and  the  frelh 
water  found  farther  up  the  Sound,  mod  probably  arofe 
from  the  melting  of  the  fnow  ; there  being  no  room  to  fuf- 
pedt,  that  any  large  river  falls  into  the  Sound,  either  from 
ilrangcrs  coming  down  it,  or  from  any  other  circumftancc. 
.The  water  of  thefe  rills  is  perfectly  clear,  and  diflolves  foap 
eafily. 

The  weather,  during  our  flay,  correfponded  pretty  nearly 
with  that  which  wc  had  experienced  off  the  coaft.  That  is, 
when  the  wind  was  any  where  between  North  and  Well, 
the  weather  was  line  and  clear ; but  if  to  the  Southward  of 
8 Weft, 
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Weft,  hazy  with  rain.  The  climate,  as  far  as  we  had  any 

* ilpnl. 

experience  or  it,  is  infinitely  milder  than  that  on  the  Eall  v- — » — 
coaft  of  America,  under  the  fame  parallel  of  latitude.  The 
mercury  in  the  thermometer  never,  even  in  the  night,  fell 
lower  than  42';  and  very  often,  in  the  day,  it  rofc  to  60’. 

No  fuch  thing  as  froft  was  perceived  in  any  of  the  low 
ground ; on  the  contrary,  vegetation  had  made  a confider- 
able  progrefs  ; for  I met  with  grafs  that  was  already  above 
a foot  long. 

The  trees  which  chiefly  compofc  the  woods,  are  the  Ca- 
nadian pine,  white  cyprefs,  cypreffits  tbxoides,  the  wild  pine, 
with  two  or  three  other  forts  of  pine  lefs  common.  The 
two  firft  make  up  almoft  two  thirds  of  the  whole;  and,  at 
a diftancc,  might  be  miftaken  for  the  fame  tree ; as  they 
both  run  up  into  pointed  fpire-Jike  tops;  but  they  arc  eafily 
diftinguiflied  on  coming  nearer,  from  their  colour;  the 
cyprefs  being  of  a much  paler  green,  or  Ihade,  than  the 
other.  The  trees,  in  general,  grow  with  great  vigour,  and 
arc  all  of  a large  Czc. 

There  is  but  little  variety  of  other  vegetable  productions, 
though,  doubtlcfs,  fevcral  had  not  yet  fprung  up  at  the 
early  fcafon  when  we  vifited  the  place ; and  many  more 
might  be  hid  from  the  narrow  fphere  of  our  rcfearches. 

About  the  rocks,  and  verge  of  the  woods,  we  found  ftraw- 
berry-plants,  fomc  raiberry,  currant,  and  goofeberry  bullies ; 
which  were  all  in  a mod  flourifliing  ftatc ; with  a few  fmall 
black  alder-trees.  There  are,  likewife,  a fpecies  of  fow- 
thiftle;  goofe-grafs;  fome  crow’s-foot,  which  has  a very 
fine  crimfon  flower;  and  two  forts  of  tmthcricwn ; one  with  ’ 
a large  orange  flower,  and  the  other  with  a blue  one.  We 
alfo  found,  in  thefe  fttuations,  fome  wild  rofe-buflies,  which 
P p 2 were 
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•77*-  were  juft  budding ; a great  quantity  of  young  leeks,  with 
e — C— > triangular  leaves  ; a fmall  fort  of  grafs ; and  fome  water- 
crefles,  which  grow  about  the  fidcs  of  the  rills  ; befides 
great  abundance  of  andromeda.  Within  the  woods,  befides 
two  forts  of  underwood  Ihrubs  unknown  to  us,  are  mofles 
and  ferns.  Of  the  firft  of  which,  are  feven  or  eight  dif- 
ferent forts;  of  the  laft,  not  above  three  or  four;  and  the 
fpccif:  of  both,  are  moftly  fuch  as  are  common  to  Europe  and 
America. 

As  the  feafon  of  the  year  was  unfavourable  to  our  gain- 
ing much  knowledge  of  the  vegetable  productions  of  this 
country,  fo  our  own  fituation  while  there,  put  it  out  of  our 
power  to  learn  much  about  its  animals.  For  as  the  want 
of  water  made  it  neceflary  that  we  Ihould  enter  the  Sound 
at  firft,  the  unforefeen  accidents  which  happened  after- 
ward, though  they  lengthened  our  ftay,  were  rather  un- 
favourable to  our  obtaining  any  knowledge  of  this  kind. 
The  emergency  of  the  cafe  required,  that  every  perfon 
ihould  be  conftantly  employed  in  the  neceflary  bufinefs  of 
the  (hips,  which  was  the  capital  object ; as  the  feafon  was 
advancing  very  fall,  and  the  fuccefs  of  the  voyage  depended 
upon  their  diligence  and  alacrity  in  expediting  the  various 
talks  afligned  to  them.  Hence  it  happened,  that  excurfions 
of  every  kind,  either  on  the  land,  or  by  water,  were  never 
attempted.  And  as  we  lay  in  a cove  on  an  ifland,  no  other 
animals  were  ever  feen  alive  in  the  woods  there,  than  two 
or  three  racoons,  martins,  and  fquirrels.  Befides  thefe,  fome 
of  our  people  who,  one  day,  landed  on  the  continent,  near 
the  South  Eaft  fide  of  the  entrance  of  the  Sound,  obferved 
the  prints  of  a bear’s  feet  near  the  fhore.  The  account, 
therefore,  that  we  can  give  of  the  quadrupeds,  is  taken 
from  the  Ikins  which  the  natives  brought  to  fell ; andthefc 
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were  often  fo  mutilated  with  refpedt  to  the  diftinguifhing  '77.8- 
parts,  fuch  as  the  paws,  tails,  and  heads,  that  it  was  itn-  » Ap'~  ■ 
pofliblc  even  to  guefs  at  the  animals  to  whom  they  belong- 
ed ; though  others  were  fo  perfetfl,  or,  at  lead,  fo  well 
known,  that  they  left  no  room  to  doubt  about  them. 

Of  thefe  the  mod  common  were  bears,  deer,  foxes,  and 
wolves.  The  bear-lkins  were  in  great  numbers  ; few  of 
them  very  large  ; but,  in  general,  of  a Ihining  black  co- 
lour. The  dccr-lkins  were  fcarcer,  and  they  feem  to  be- 
long to  that  fort  called  the  fallow-deer  by  the  hiflorians  of 
Carolina ; though  Mr.  Pennant  thinks  it  quite  a dif- 
ferent fpecies  from  ours,  and  diftinguUhcs  it  by  the 
name  of  Virginian  deer  •.  The  foxes  are  in  great  plen- 
ty, and  of  feveral  varieties  j fome  of  their  Ikins  being 
quite  yellow,  with  a.  black  tip  to  the  tail  ; others  of  a deep 
or  reddifh  yellow,  intermixed  with  black  ; and  a third  fort 
of  a whitifh  grey  or  afh-colour,  alfo  intermixed  with 
black.  Our  people  ufed  to  apply  the  name  of  fox  or 
wolf  indiferiminately,  when  the  fkins  were  fo  mutilated  as 
to  leave  room  for  a doubt.  Cut  we  got,  at  laft,  an  entire 
wolf’s  fkin  with  the  head  on  ; and  it  was  grey-  Befides 
the  common  fort  of  martin,  the  pine-martin  is  alfo  here  ; 
and  another,  whofe  Ikin  is  of  a lighter  brown  colour  than 
either,  with  coarfer  hair;  but  is  not  fo  common,  and  is, 
perhaps,  only  a mere  variety  arifing  from,  age,  or  fome  other 
accidental  circumllance.  The  ermine  is  alfo  found  at  this 
place;  but  is  rare  and  fmall ; nor  is  the  hair  remarkably 
fine,  though  the  animal'  appeared  to  be  perfctSlly  white, 
except  an  inch  or  more  at  the  tip  of  the  tail.  The  racoons 
and  fquirrels  are  of  the  common  fort ; but  the  latter  is  ra- 
ther fmaller  than  ours,  and  has  a deeper  rufty  colour  run- 
ning along  the  back. 

• Sec  Virginian  titer ; Pennant’s  Hift«  Quad.  Vol.  i.  N"  46 ; and  Ar&ic  Zoo!.  N66. 
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We  were  clear  as  to  the  cxiflencc  of  all  the  animals  al- 
ready mentioned;  but  there  arc  two  others,  bcfidcs,  which 
we  could  not  diflinguifh  with  fuflicient  certainty.  Of  the 
fir  ft  of  thefe  we  faw  none  of  the  fkins,  but  what  were 
dreflcd  or  tanned  like  leather.  The  natives  wear  them  on 
fome  occafions;  and,  from  the  fize  as  well  as  thickncfs, 
they  were  generally  concluded  to  belong  to  the  elk,  or 
moufe-deer;  though  fome  of  them  perhaps  might  belong 
to  the  buffalo.  The  other  animal,  which  feems  by  no 
means  rare,  was  guefled  to  be  a fpecics  of  the  wild  cat  or 
lynx.  The  length  of  the  fkins,  without  the  head,  which 
none  of  them  had,  was  about  two  feet  two  inches.  They 
are  covered  with  a very  fine  wool  or  fur,  of  a very  light 
brown  or  whitifh  yellow  colour,  intermixed  with  long  hairs, 
which  on  the  back,  where  they  are  fhorteft,  are  blackifh ; 
on  the  fidcs,  where  they  arc  longer,  of  a filver  white;  and  on 
the  belly,  where  they  are  longcll,  of  the  colour  of  the  wool; 
but  the  whitifh,  or  filver  hairs,  arc  often  fo  predominant, 
that  the  whole  animal  acquires  a caft  of  that  kind.  The  tail 
is  only  three  inches  long,  and  has  a black  tip.  The  whole 
flcin  being,  by  the  natives,  called  i wanfhee ; that,  moll  pro- 
bably, is  their  name  for  this  animal.  Hogs,  dogs,  and 
goats,  have  not  as  yet  found  their  way  to  this  place.  Nor 
do  the  natives  feem  to  have  any  knowledge  of  our  brown 
rats,  to  which,  when  they  faw  them  on  board  the  fhips, 
they  applied  the  name  they  give  to  fquirrels.  And  though 
they  called  our  goats  cincct/a,  this,  moft  probably,  is  their 
name  for  a young  deer  or  fawn. 

The  fca  animals  feen  off  the  coaft,  were  whales,  por- 
poiles,  and  feals.  The  lad  of  thefe  feem  only  of  the  com- 
mon fort,  judging  from  the  fkins  which  we  faw  here;  their 
colour  being  cither  filvcrly,  yellowifh, plain,  or  fpotted,  with 
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black.  The  porpoife  is  the  phoccna.  I have  chofen  to  refer 
to  this  clafs  the  fea-ottcr,  as  living  moftly  in  the  water.  It 
might  have  been  fufllcient  to  have  mentioned,  that  this 
animal  abounds  here,  as  it  is  fully  deferibed  in  different 
books,  taken  from  the  accounts  of  the  Ruffian  adventurers 
in  their  expeditions  Eaftward  from  Karntfchatka,  if  there  had 
not  been  a fmall  difference  in  one  that  we  faw.  We,  for 
fome  time,  entertained  doubts,  whether  the  many  fkins 
which  the  natives  brought,  really  belonged  to  this  animal ; as 
our  only  reafon  for  being  of  that  opinion,  was  founded  on 
the  fize,  colour,  and  finenefs  of  the  fur ; till  a fliort  while 
before  our  departure,  when  a whole  one,  that  had  been  julL 
killed,  was  purchafed  from  fome  Ilrangers  who  came  to 
barter}  and  of  this  Mr.  Webber  made  a drawing.  It  was 
rather  young,  weighing  only  twenty -five  pounds  j of  a 
llrining  or  gloffy  black  colour ; but  many  of  the  hairs  being 
tipt  with  white,  gave  it  a greyilh  cart  at  firft  fight.  The  face, 
throat,  and  bread;  were  of  a yellowifli  white,  or  very  light 
brown  colour,  which,  in  many  of  the  lkins,  extended  the 
whole  length  of  the  belly.  It  had  fix  cutting  teeth  in  each 
jaw ; two  of  thofe  of  the  lower  jaw  being  very  minute,  and 
placed  without,  at  the  bafe  of  the  two  middle  ones.  In 
thefe  circumftanccs,  it  feems  to  difagree  with  thofe  found 
by  the  Ruffians  ; and  alfo  in  not  having  the  outer  toes  of 
the  hind  feet  fkirted  with  a membrane.  There  feemed  alfo 
a greater  variety  in  the  colour  of  the  lkins,  than  is  men- 
tioned by  the  deferibers  of  the  Ruflian  fea-otters.  Thefe 
changes  of  colour  certainly  take  place  at  the  different  gra- 
dations of  life.  The  very  young  ones  had  brown  hair, 
which  was  coarfe,  with  very  little  fur  underneath ; but  thofe 
of  the  fizc  of  the  entire  animal,  which  came  into  our  pol- 
felllon,  and  juft  deferibed,  had  a confidcrablc  quantity  of 
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177*-  that  fubrtance  ; and  both  in  that  colour  and  Hate  the  fea- 
i i otters  fcem  to  remain,  till  they  have  attained  their  full 
growth.  After  that,  they  lofe  the  black  colour,  and  affume 
a deep  brown  or  footy  colour ; but  have  then  a greater 
quantity  of  very  fine  fur,  and  fcarccly  any  long  hairs. 
Others,  which  we  fufpetted  to  be  ftill  older,  were  of  a 
chefnut  brown  ; and  a few  Ikins  were  feen  that  had  even 
acquired  a perfeftly  yellow  colour.  The  fur  of  thefe  ani- 
mals, as  mentioned  in  the  Ruffian  accounts,  is  certainly 
fofter  and  finer  than  that  of  any  others  we  know  of ; and, 
therefore,  the  difeovery  of  this  part  of  the  continent  of 
North  America,  where  fo  valuable  an  article  of  commerce 
may  be  met  with,  cannot  be  a matter  of  indifference  *. 

Birds,  in  general,  are  not  only  rare  as  to  the  different 
fpccies,  but  very  fcarce  as  to  numbers ; and  thefe  few  arc 
fo  £hy,  that,  in  all  probability,  they  are  continually  ha- 
raffed  by  the  natives;  perhaps  to  cat  them  as  food,  certainly 
to  get  poffcffion  of  their  feathers,  which  they  ufe  as  orna- 
ments. Thofe  which  frequent  the  woods,  arc  crows  and 
ravens,  not  at  all  different  from  our  Englifli  ones  ; a blueifli 
jay  or  magpie ; common  wrens,  which  are  the  only  fing- 
ing  bird  that  we  heard;  the  Canadian,  or  migrating  thrufli ; 
and  a confidcrable  number  of  brown  eagles,  wiilt  white 
heads  and  tails ; which,  though  they  feem  principally  to 
frequent  the  coaft,  come  into  the  Sound  in  bad  weather, 
and  fometimes  perch  upon  the  trees.  Amongft  fome  other 
birds,  of  which  the  natives  either  brought  fragments,  or 
dried  Ikins,  we  could  diftinguifh  a fmall  fpecies  of  hawk  ; 
a heron;  and  the  alcyon,  or  large-crefled  American  king- 

• Mr.  Coxc,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Pallas,  informs  ut,  that  the  old  and  middle* 
aged  fea-otters  Ikins  arc  fold,  at  Kiachta,  by  the  Ruffians,  to  the  Chinefe,  from  80  ro 
xoo  rubles  a fldn ; that  is,  from  16I.  to  20 1.  each.  See  Cvtt'f  RuJJum  Difcsveriety  p.  13* 
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fiflicr.  There  are  alfo  fomc,  which,  I believe,  are  nor  men- 
tioned, or  at  lead  vary,  very  confiderably,  from  the  accounts 
given  of  them  by  any  writers  who  have  treated  profefi'cdly 
on  this  part  of  natural  hiftory.  The  two  firll  of  thefe  arc 
fpccies  of  wood-peckers.  One  lefs  than  a thrufh,  of  a black 
colour  above,  with  white  fpots  on  the  wings,  a crimfon 
head,  neck  and  bread,  and  a yellowifh  olive-coloured  belly; 
from  which  lad  circumdance  it  might,  perhaps,  not  im- 
properly be  called  the  yellow-bellied  wood-pecker.  The 
other  is  a larger,  and  much  more  elegant  bird,  of  a dufky 
brown  colour,  on  the  upper  part,  richly  waved  with  black, 
except  about  the  head ; the  belly  of  a reddifh  cad,  with 
round  black  fpots  ; a black  fpot  on  the  bread ; and  the  un- 
der-fide  of  the  wings  and  tail  of  a plain  fcarlet  colour, 
though  blackifh  above ; with  a crimfon  dreak  running 
from  the  angle  of  the  mouth,  a little  down  the  neck  on  each 
fide.  The  third  and  fourth,  are  a fmall  bird  of  the  finch 
kind,  about  the  fize  of  a linnet,  of  a dark  dufky  colour, 
whitifh  below,  with  a black  head  and  neck,  and  white  bill ; 
and  a fand-piper,  of  the  fize  of  a fmall  pigeon,  of  a dufky 
brown  colour,  and  white  below,  except  the  throat  and  bread, 
with  a broad  white  band  acrofs  the  wings.  There  are  alfo 
humming-birds ; which  yet  feem  to  differ  from  the  nu- 
merous forts  of  this  delicate  animal  already  known,  unlefs 
they  be  a mere  variety  of  the  trocbilut  colubris  of  Linnxus. 
Thefe,  perhaps,  inhabit  more  to  the  Southward,  and  fpread 
Northward  as  the  feafon  advances  ; becaufe  we  faw  none  at 
fird,  though,  near  the  time  of  our  departure,  the  natives 
brought  them  to  the  fhips  in  great  numbers. 


The  birds  which  frequent  the  waters  and  the  fliores,  are 
not  more  numerous  than  the  others.  The  quebrantahuedos, 
gulls,  and  fhags  were  feen  off  the  coad;  and  the  two  lad 
Vol.  II.  Qjl  alfo 
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W7»-  alfo  frequent  the  Sound.  They  are  of  the  common  forts  ; 
<- — » — _»  the  fhags  being  our  cormorant  or  water-crow.  Wc  faw  two1 
forts  of  wild-ducks  ; one  black,  with  a white  head,  which 
were  in  confiderable  flocks  ; the  other  white,  with  a red  bill, 
but  of  a larger  fize  ; and  the  greater  lumme,  or  diver,  found 
in  our  northern  countries.  There  were  alfo  feen,  once  or 
twice,  fome  fwans  flying  acrofs  the  Sound  to  the  Northward  ;■ 
but  we  knew  nothing  of  their  haunts.  On  the  Ihores,  be- 
• fides  the  fand-piper,  deferibed  above,  we  found  another, 

about  the  fize  of  a lark,  which  bears  a great  affinity  to  the 
burre  s and  a plover  differing  very  little  from  our  common 
fea-lark. 

Fifli  are  more  plentiful  in  quantity  than  birds,  though 
the  variety  is  not  very  great ; and  yet,  from  feveral  circum- 
flances,  it  is  probable,  that  even  the  variety  is  confiderably 
increafed  at  certain  feafons.  The  principal  forts,  which  we 
found  in  great  numbers,  are  the  common  herring,  but 
fcarcely  exceeding  feven  inches  in  length ; a fraallcr  fort, 
which  is  the  fame  with  the  anchovy,  or  fardine,  though 
rather  larger ; a white,  or  filver-coloured  bream,  and  an- 
other of  a gold-brown  colour,  with  many  narrow  longitu- 
dinal blue  ftripes.  The  herrings  and  fardines,  doubtlcfs, 
come  in  large  fhoals,  and  only  at  Hated  feafons,  as  is  com- 
mon with  that  fort  of  filh.  The  bream,  of  both  forts,  may 
be  reckoned  the  next  to  thefe  in  quantity  t and  the  full 
grown  ones  weighed,  at  leaft,  a pound.  The  other  fifli, 
which  are  all  fcarce,  are  a fmall  brown  kind  of  feutpin,  fuch 
as  is  found  on  the  coaft  of  Norway  i another  of  a brownifli 
red  caff;  froll-fiCh;  a large  one,  fomewhat  refembling  the 
bull-head,  with  a tough  fkin,  deftittite  of  feales ; and  now 
and  then,  toward  the  time  of  our  leaving  the  Sound,' the 
natives  brought  a fmall  brownilh  cod,  fpotted  with  white  ; 
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and  a red  filh  of  the  fame  fize,  which  fomc  of  our  people 
faid  they  had  feen  in  the  Straits  of  Magellan ; befides  an-  v. — , — » 
other  differing  little  from  the  hake.  There  are  alfo  confi- 
derable  numbers  of  thole  fifli  called  the  cbimere,  or  little  fca 
wolves,  by  fome ; which  is  a-kin  to,  and  about  the  fize  of, 
the  pczegallo , or  elcphant-fifli.  Sharks,  likewife,  fometimes 
frequent  the  Sound ; for  the  natives  have  fome  of  their  teeth 
in  their  poffelfion ; and  we  faw  fome  pieces  of  ray,  or  fcate, 
which  feemed  to  have  been  pretty  large.  The  other  marine 
animals  that  ought  to  be  mentioned  here,  are  a linall  cru- 
ciated  medufa , or  blubber ; llar-filh,  which  differ  fomewhat 
from  the  common  ones ; two  fmall  forts  of  crabs ; and  two 
others,  which  the  natives  brought ; one  of  them  of  a thick, 
tough,  gelatinous  confluence ; and  the  other  a fort  of  mem- 
branaceous tube  or  pipe,  both  which  aic  probably  taken  from 
the  rocks.  And  we,  alfo,  purchafcd  from  them,  once,  a very 
large  cuttle-filh. 

There  is  abundance  of  large  mufcles  about  the  rocks ; 
many  fea-ears ; and  we  often  faw  Ihells  of  pretty  large 
plain  chain*.  The  fmallcr  forts  arc  fome  troebi  of  two  fpecies ; 
a curious  murex ; rugged  wilks ; and  a fnail ; all  which  are, 
probably,  peculiar  to  this  place ; at  leaft  I do  not  recollect 
to  have  feen  them  in  any  country  near  the  fame  latitude,  in 
either  hemifphere.  There  arc,  befides  thefe,  fome  fmall 
plain  cockles,  limpets  ; and  fome  flrangers,  who  came  into 
the  Sound,  wore  necklaces  of  a fmall  bluilh  volute,  or  pana- 
mae.  Many  of  the  mufcles  arc  a fpan  in  length ; and  fome 
having  pretty  large  pearls ; which,  however,  are  both  badly 
fhaped  and  coloured.  We  may  conclude,  that  there  is  red 
coral  in  the  Sound,  orfomewhere  upon  the  coaft;  fome  thick 
pieces,  or  branches,  having  been  feen  in  the  canoes  of  the 
natives. 

Q^q  2 The 
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v?*-  The  only  animals  of  the  reptile  kind  obferved  here,  and 

i i found  in  the  woods,  were  brown  fnakes  two  feet  long,  with 

whitilh  ftripcs  on  the  back  and  fidcs  ; which  are  harmlefs, 
as  we  often  faw  the  natives  carry  them  alive  in  their  hands; 
and  brownilh  water-lizards,  with  a tail  exactly  like  that 
of  an  eel,  which  frequented  the  fmall  Handing  pools  about 
the  rocks. 

The  infetH  tribe  feem  to  be  more  numerous.  For  though 
the  feafon,  which  is  peculiarly  fitted  to  their  appearing 
abroad  was  only  beginning,  we  faw  four  or  five  different 
forts  of  butterflies,  none  of  which  were  uncommon  ; a good 
many  humble-bees ; fomc  of  our  common  goofeberry 
moths  ; two  or  three  forts  of  flies  ; a few  beetles  ; and  fome 
mufquitocs,  which,  probably,  may  be  more  numerous  and 
troublefomc  in  a country  fo  full  of  wood,  during  the 
Summer,  though  at  this  time  they  did  little  mifehief. 

As  to  the  mineral  fubftances  in  this  country,  though  we 
found  both  iron  and  copper  here,  there  is  little  reafon  to  be- 
lieve that  cither  of  them  belong  to  the  place.  Neither 
were  the  ores  of  any  metal  feen,  if  we  except  a coarfe,  redi 
earthy,  or  ochry  fubftance,  ufed  by  the  natives  in  paint- 
ing themfelves,  which  probably  may  contain  a little 
iron  ; with  a white  and  a black  pigment  ufed  for  the  fame 
purpofe.  But  we  did  not  procure  fpecimens  of  them,  and 
therefore  cannot  pofitively  determine  what  are  their  compo- 
nent parts. 

Befides  the  flone  or  rock  that  conftitutes  the  mountains 
and  fliorcs,  which  fometimes  contains  pieces  of  very  coarfe 
quartz,  we  found,  amongft  the  natives  things  made  of  a 
hard  black  granite,  though  not  remarkably  compact  or  fine 
grained;  a greyilh  whctllone;  the  common  oil  flone  of  our 
r carpenters. 
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carpenters,  in  coarfer  and  finer  pieces;  and  fome  black  jjw*- 
■bits  which  are  little  inferior  to  the  hone-ftone.  The  natives  * — ^v— • 
alfo  ufe  the  tranfparent  leafy  glimmer,  or  Mufcovy  glafs ; 
a brown  leafy  or  martial  fort ; and  they,  fometimes, 
brought  to  us  pieces  of  rock-cryftal,  tolerably  tranfparent. 

The  two  firft  are,  probably,  found  near  the  fpot,  as  they 
feemed  to  be  in  confiderablc  quantities;  but  the  latter  feems 
to  be  brought  from  a greater  diflance,  or  is  very  fcarce;  for 
our  vifiters  always  parted  with  it  reluctantly.  Some  of  the 
pieces  were  octangular,  and  had  the  appearance  of  being 
formed  into  that  fliape  by  art. 

The  perfons  of  the  natives  are,  in  general,  under  the 
common  flature  ; but  not  {lender  in  proportion,  being  com- 
monly pretty  full  or  plump,  though  not  mufcular.  Neither 
doth  the  foft  flefhinefs  feem  ever  to  fwell  into  corpulence ; 
and  many  of  the  older  people  are  rather  fpare,  or  lean.  The 
•vifage  of  moft  of  them  is  round  and  full ; . and  fometimes, 
alfo,  broad,  with  high  prominent  cheeks;  and,  above  thefe, . 
the  face  is  frequently  much  deprefled,  or  feems  fallen  in 
quite  acrofs  between  the  temples ; the  nofe  alfo  flattening  at 
its  bafe,  with  pretty  wide  noflrils,  and  a rounded  point. 

The  forehead  rather  low ; the  eyes  fmall,  black,  and  rather 
languilhing  than  fparkling ; the  mouth  round,  with  large 
round  thickifli  lips;  the  teeth  tolerably  equal  and  well  fet, 
but  not  remarkably  white.  They  have  either  no  beards  at 
all,  which  was  moft  commonly  the  cafe,  or  a fmall  thin  one 
upon  the  point  of  the  chin ; which  does  not  arife  from  any 
natural  defect  of  hair  on  that  part,  but  from  plucking  it  out 
more  or  lefs ; for  fome  of  them,  and  particularly  the  old 
men, ' have-  not  only  conftderable  beards  all  over  the 
chin,  but  whifkers,  or  muftachios ; both  on  the  upper 
lip,  and  running  from  thence  toward  the  lower  jaw  ob- 
liquely* 
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liqucly  downward*.  Their  eye-brows  are  alfo  fcanty,  and 
always  narrow ; but  the  hair  of  the  head  is  in  great  abun» 
dance,  very  coarfe  and  ftrong ; and,  without  a Angle  excep- 

• One  of  the  mod  curious  fingularitiec  oWervable  in  the  natural  hiftory  of  the  hu- 
man fpccies,  is  the  fuppofed  defeft  in  the  habit  and  temperature  of  the  bodies  of  the 
American  Indians,  exemplified  in  their  having  no  beards,  while  they  are  fumifhed  with 
a profufiun  of  hair  on  their  heads.  M.  de  Paw,  the  ingenious  author  of  Rtcbercbn. 
fur  Us  Americains ; Dr.  Robcrtfon,  in  his  Hijfory  of  America ; and,  in  general,  the 
writers  for  whofe  authority  we  ought  to  have  the  higheft  deference,  adopt  this  as  an 
indifputable  matter  of  fa&.  May  we  not  be  permitted  to  requeft  thofc  who  cfpoufe 
their  fentiments,  to  reconfidor  the  queftion,  when  wc  can  produce  Captain  Cook’s 
evidence  on  the  oppofitc  fide,  at  lcaft  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  American  tribe,  whom  he 
had  intercourfe  with  at  Nootka  f Nor  is  Captain  Cook  lingular  in  his  report.  What 
he  faw  on  the  fea  coalt,  Captain  Carver  alfo  met  with  amongft  the  American  Indians 
far  up  in  the  country.  His  words  are  as  follow:  “From  minute  inquiries,  and  a 
“ curious  inlpc&ion,  I am  able  to  declare  (however  rcfpectable  I may  hold  the  autho- 
**  rity  of  tbefc  Hiftorians  in  other  points),  that  their  afiertions  arc  erroneous,  and  pro- 
44  cecding  from  a want  of  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  cuftoms  of  the  Indians.  After 
44  the  age  of  puberty,  their  bodies,  in  their  natural  ftatc,  arc  covered  in  the  fame  man- 
**  ner  as  thofc  of  the  Europeans.  The  men,  indeed,  efteem  a beard  very  unbecoming, 
41  and  take  great  pains  to  get  rid  of  it  j nor  is  there  any  ever  to  be  perceived  on  th«ir 
« faces,  except  when  they  grow  old,  and  become  inattentive  to  appearances. — The 
“ Naudowefles,  and  the  remote  nations,  pluck  them*  out  with  bent  pieces  of  hard 
“ wood,  formed  into  a kind  of  nippers  j w'hilft  thofe  who  have  communication 
44  with  Europeans,  procure  from  them  wire,  which  they  twill  into  a ferew  or  worm  ; 

44  applying  this  to  the  part,  they  prefs  the  rings  together,  and  with  a fudden  twitch 
“ draw  out  all  the  hairs  that  are  inclofed  in  them.’*  Carver's  Travels , p.  224,  225. 
The  remark  made  by  Mr.  Marfden,  who  alfo  quotes  Carver,  is  worth  attending  to, 
that  the  vizor  or  malk  of  Montezuma's  armour,  preferved  at  BruHcls,  has  remarkably 
large  whi filers  •,  and  that  thofe  Americans  could  not  have  imitated  this  ornament,  unlefs 
nature  had  prefented  them  with  the  model.  From  Captain  Cook’s  obfervation  on  the 
Weft  coaft  of  North  America,  combined  with  Carver’s  in  the  inland  parts  of  that  con- 
tinent* and  confirmed  by  the  Mexican  Vizor  as  above,  there  fee  ms  abundant  reafon  to 
agree  with  Mr.  Marfden,  who  thus  modcftly  expreffes  hintfelf : “ Were  it  not  for  the 
“ numerous  and  very  rcfpcftable  authorities,  from  .which  we  are  allured  that  the  na- 
44  lives  of  America  are  naturally  heardlefs,  I fliould  think  that  the  common  opinion 
44  on  that  fubje^had  been  haftily  adopted  j and  that  their  appearing  thus  at  a mature 
44  age,  was  only  the  confcqucnce  of  an  early  practice,  ftmilar  to  that  obferved  among 
44  the  Sumatrans.  Even  now,  I mud  confefs,  that  it  would  remove  fomc  fmall  degree 
44  of  doubt  from  my  mind,  could r it  be  afeertained  that  no  fuch  cuftom  prevails.’* 
Marfdvts  HiJIery  »f  Sum{ray  p.  39,  40. 
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fion,  black,  flraiglK,  and  lank,  or  hanging  down  over  the  *778. 

fhoulders.  The  neck  is  fhort ; the  arms  and  body  have  no  < , > ’ 

particular  mark  of  beauty  or  elegance  in  their  formation, 
but  are  rather  clumfy  ; and  the  limbs,  in  all,  are  very  fmall 
in  proportion  to  the  other  parts,  and  crooked,  or  ill  made, 
with  large  feet  badly  fhaped,  and  projecting  ankles.  This 
laR  defedt  feems,  in  a great  meafure,  to  arife  from  their 
fitting  fo  much  on  their  hams  or  knees,  both  in  their  canoes 
and  houfes. 

Their  colour  we  could  never  pofitively  determine;  as  their 
bodies  were  incruRed  with  paint  and  dirt ; though,  in  par- 
ticular cafes,  when  thefe  were  well  rubbed  off,  the  whitenefs 
of  the  fkin  appeared  almoR  to  equal  that  of  Europeans; 
though  rather  of  that  pale  effete  cafl  which  diftinguifhes 
thofc  of  our  Southern  nations.  Their  children,  whofe  fkins 
had  never  been  Rained  with  paint,  alfo  equalled  ours  in 
whitenefs.  During  their  youth,  fume  of  them  have  no  dif- 
agreeable  look,  if  compared  to  the  generality  of  the  people ; 
but  this  feems  to  be  entirely  owing  to  the  particular  anima- 
tion attending  that  period  of  life ; for,  after  attaining  a cer- 
tain age,  there  is  hardly  any  diRindtion.  Upon  the  whole,, 
a very  remarkable  famenefs  feems  to  characterize  the  coun- 
tenances of  the  whole  nation ; a dull  phlegmatic  want  of 
expreflion,  with  very  little  variation,  being  flrongly  marked 
in  all  of  them. 

The  women  are  nearly  of  the  fame  fize,  colour,  and  form, 
with  the  men;  from  whom  it  is  not  eafy  to  diRinguifh? 
them,  as  they  poflefs  no  natural  delicacies  fufficient  to  ren- 
der their  perfons  agreeable ; and  hardly  any  one  was  feen, 
even  amongR  thofe  who  were  in  the  prime  of  life,  who  had- 
the  lcafl  pretentions  to  be  called  handfome. 

Their 
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^77.*-  Their  common  drefs  is  a flaxen  garment,  or  mantle,  or- 
« — » — » namenred  On  the  upper  edge  by  a narrow  (trip  of  fur,  and, 
at  the  lower  edge,  by  fringes  or  taflels.  It  pafles  under  the 
left  arm,  and  is  tied  over  the  right  fhoulder,  by  a firing  be- 
fore, and  one  behind,  near  its  middle ; by  which  means 
both  arms  are  left  free ; and  it  hangs  evenly,  covering  the 
left  fide,  but  leaving  the  right  open,  except  from  the  loofc 
part  of  the  edges  falling  upon  it,  unlefs  when  the  mantle  is 
fattened  by  a girdle  (of  coarfe  matting  or  woollen)  round  the 
waift,  which  is  often  done.  Over  this,  which  reaches  below 
the  knees,  is  worn  a fmall  cloak  of  the  fame  fubftance,  like- 
wife  fringed  at  the  lower  part.  In  fliape  this  refembles  a 
round  difii  cover,  being  quite  clofe,  except  in  the  middle, 
where  there  is  a hole  juft  large  enough  to  admit  the  head; 
and  then,  refting  upon  the  Ihoulders,  it  covers  the  arms  to 
the  elbows,  and  the  body  as  far  as  the  waift.  Their  head  is 
covered  with  a cap,  of  the  figure  of  a truncated  cone,  or  like 
a flower-pot,  made  of  fine  matting,  having  the  top  frequently 
ornamented  with  a round  or  pointed  knob,  or  bunch  of  lea- 
thern taflels  ; and  there  is  a firing  that  pafles  under  the  chin, 
to  prevent  its  blowing  off. 

Befides  the  above  drefs,  which  is  common  to  both  fexes, 
die  men  frequently  throw  over  their  other  garments  the  lkin 
of  a bear,  wolf,  or  fea-otter,  with  the  hair  outward,  and  tie 
it,  as  a. cloak,  near  the  upper  part,  wearing  it  fometimes 
before,  and  fometimes  behind.  In  rainy  weather,  they 
throw  a coarfe  mat  about  their  flhouldcrs.  They  have  alfo 
woollen  garments,  which,  however,  are  little  in  ufe.  The 
hair  is  commonly  worn,  hanging  down  loofc;  but  fome, 
when  they  have  no  cap,  tie  it  in  a bunch  on  the  crown  of 
the  head.  Their  drefs,  upon  the  whole,  is  convenient,  and 
would  by  no  means  be  inelegant,  were  it  kept  clean.  But 
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as  they  rub  their  bodies  confiantly  over  with  a red  paint,  of 
a clayey  or  coarfe  ochry  fubflancc,  mixed  with  oil,  their 
garments,  by  this  means,  contract  a rancid  offenfive  fmell, 
and  a greafy  naflinefs.  So  that  they  make  a very  wretched 
dirty  appearance ; and  what  is  Gill  worfe,  their  heads  and 
their  garments  fwarm  with  vermin,  which,  fo  depraved  is 
their  tafte  for  cleanlincfs,  wc  ufed  to  fee  them  pick  oil'  with 
great  compofure,  and  eat. 

Though  their  bodies  are  always  covered  with  red  paint, 
their  faces  arc  often  Gained  with  a black,  a brighter  red,  or 
a white  colour,  by  way  of  ornament.  The  laG  of  thefe  gives 
them  a ghallly,  difgufling  afpetft.  They  alfo  Grew  the 
brown  martial  mica  upon  the  paint,  which  makes  it  glitter. 
The  ears  of  many  of  them  are  perforated  in  the  lobe,  where 
they  make  a pretty  large  hole ; and  two  others  higher  up  on 
the  outer  edge.  In  thefe  holes  they  hang  bits  of  bone ; 
quills  fixed  upon  a leathern  thong;  fmall  fhells;  bunches 
of  woollen  taflcls ; or  pieces  of  thin  copper,  which  our 
beads  could  never  fupplant.  The  feptum  of  the  nofe,  in 
many,  is  alfo  perforated,  through  which  they  draw  a piece 
of  foft  cord  ; and  others  wear,  at  the  fame  place,  fmall  thin 
pieces  of  iron,  brafs,  or  copper,  ftiaped  almoG  like  a horfe- 
Ihoe,  the  narrow  opening  of  which  receives  the  feptum,  fo  as 
that  the  two  points  may  gently  pinch  it  j and  the  ornament 
thus  hangs  over  the  upper  lip.  The  rings  of  our  brafs  but- 
tons, which  they  eagerly  purchafed,  were  appropriated  to 
this  ufe.  About  their  wrifis  they  wear  bracelets  or  bunches 
of  white  bugle  beads,  made  of  a conic  Ihelly  fubfiancc; 
bunches  of  thongs,  with  taflcls;  or  a broad  black  fijining 
horny  fubfiance,  of  one  piece.  And  about  their  ankles  they 
alfo  frequently  wear  many  folds  of  leathern  thongs,  or  the 
finews  of  animals  twified  to  a confiderablc  thicknef9. 
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Thus  far  of  their  ordinary  drefs  and  ornaments  ; but  they 
have  fome  that  feem  to  be  ufed  only  on  extraordinary  occa- 
fions  ; either  when  they  exhibit  themfelvcs  as  ftrangers,  in 
vifits  of  ceremony,  or  when  they  go  to  war.  Amongil  the 
firft  may  be  confidered  the  fkins  of  animals,  fuch  as  wolves 
or  bears,  tied  on  in  the  ufual  manner,  but  ornamented  at  the 
edges  with  broad  borders  of  fur,  or  of  the  woollen  ftufF 
manufactured  by  them,  ingenioufly  wrought  with  various 
figures.  Thcfc  are  worn  either  feparately,  or  over  their  other 
common  garments.  On  fuch  occaiions,  the  moft  common 
head-drefs  is  a quantity  of  withe,  or  half  beaten  bark, 
wrapped  about  the  head;  which,  at  the  fame  time,  has  va- 
rious large  feathers,  particularly  thofe  of  eagles,  fluck  in  ir, 
or  is  entirely  covered,  or,  wc  may  fay,  powdered  with  fmall 
white  feathers.  The  face,  at  the  fame  time,  is  varioufly 
painted,  having  its  upper  and  lower  pans  of  different  co- 
lours, the  flrokes  appearing  like  frefh  gafhes ; or  it  is  be- 
fmeared  with  a kind  of  tallow,  mixed  with  paint,  which  is 
afterward  formed  into  a great  variety  of  regular  figures,  and 
appears  like  carved  work.  Sometimes,  again,  the  hair  is 
feparated  into  fmall  parcels,  which  are  tied  at  intervals  of 
about  two  inches,  to  the  end,  with  thread ; and  others  tie 
it  together,  behind,  after  our  manner,  and  flick  branches  of 
the  cupreffus  tbyoides  in  it.  Thus  dreffed,  they  have  a truly 
favage  and  incongruous  appearance ; but  this  is  much 
heightened  when  they  affumc,  what  may  be  called,  their 
monflrous  decorations.  Thefe  confifl  of  an  endlefs  variety 
of  carved  wooden  mafks  or  vizors,  applied  on  the  face,  or 
to  the  upper  part  of  the  head  or  forehead.  Some  of  thefe 
r^femble  human  faces,  furnifhed  with  hair,  beards,  and 
eye-brows  j others,  the  heads  of  birds,  particularly  of 
eagles  and  quebrantahueflos ; and  many,  the  heads  of  land 
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and  fca-animals,  fuch  as  wolves,  deer,  and  porpoifes,  and 

others.  But,  in  general,  thefe  rcprcfentations  much  exceed  ' > 

the  natural  fize;  and  they  are  painted,  and  often  ftrewed 
with  pieces  of  the  foliaccous  mica,  which  makes  them  glit- 
ter, and  ferves  to  augment  their  enormous  deformity.  They 
even  exceed  this  fometimes,  and  fix  on  the  fame  part  of  the 
head  large  pieces  of  carved  work,  refembling  the  prow  of 
a canoe,  painted  in  the  fame  manner,  and  projecting  to  a 
confiderable  diftance.  So  fond  are  they  of  thefe  difguifes, 
that  1 have  fecn  one  of  them  put  his  head  into  a tin  kettle 
he  had  got  from  us,  for  want  of  another  fort  of  mafk. 

Whether  they  ufe  thefe  extravagant  mafquerade  ornaments 
on  any  particular  religious  occafion,  or  diverfion  ; or  whether 
they  be  put  on  to  intimidate  their  enemies  when  they  go  to 
battle,  by  their  monfirous  appearances  or  as  decoys  when  they 
go  to  hunt  animals,  is  uncertain.  But  it  may  be  concluded, 
that,  if  travellers  or  voyagers,  in  an  ignorant  and  credulous 
age,  when  many  unnatural  or  marvellous  things  were  fup- 
pofed  to  exift,  had  feen  a number  of  people  decorated  in 
this  manner,  without  being  able  to  approach  fo  near  as  to 
be  undeceived,  they  would  readily  have  believed,  and,  in 
their  relations,  would  have  attempted  to  make  others  be- 
lieve, that  there  exified  a race  of  beings,  partaking  of  the 
nature  of  man  and  beaft  s more  efpecially,  when,  befidcs 
the  heads  of  animals  on  the  human  fhoulders,  they  might 
have  feen  the  whole  bodies  of  their  mcn-monftcrs  covered 
with  quadrupeds’  fkins  *. 

The  only  drefs  amongft  the  people  of  Nootka,  obferved  by 
us,  that  feems  peculiarly  adapted  to  war,  is  a thick  leathern 

• The  reflection  in  the  text  may  furnifh  the  admirers  of  Herodotus,  in  particular, 
with  an  excellent  apology  for  fome  of  his  wonderful  tales  of  thi»  fort. 
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mantle  doubled,  which,  from  its  fize,  appears  to  be  the  fkirt 
of  an  elk,  or  buffalo  tanned.  This  they  fatten  on,  in  the 
common  manner ; and  it  is  fo  contrived,  that  it  may  reach 
up,  and  cover  the  bread  quite  to  the  throat,  falling,  at  the 
fame  time,  almoft  to  the  heels.  It  is,  fometimes,  ingenioufly 
painted  in  different  compartments ; and  is  not  only  fuffi- 
ciently  flrong  to  refill  arrows  j but,  as  they  informed  us  by 
figns,  even  fpears  cannot  pierce  it ; fo  that  it  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  their  coat  of  mail,  or  mod  complete  defenfive  ar- 
mour. Upon  the  fame  occafion,  they  fometimes  wear  a 
hind  of  leathern  cloak,  covered  with  rows  of  dried  hoofs  of 
deer,  difpofed  horizontally,  appended  by  leathern  thongs, 
covered  with  quills  ; which,  when  they  move,  make  a loud 
rattling  noife,  almoft  equal  to  that  of  many  fmall  bells.  It 
feems  doubtful,  however,  whether  this  part  of  their  garb 
be  intended  to  Al  ike  terror  in  war,  or  only  is  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  belonging  to  their  eccentric  ornaments  on  cere- 
monious occafions.  For  we  faw  one  of  their  mufical  enter- 
tainments, condudled  by  a man  dreffed  in  this  fort  of  cloak, 
with  his  malk  on,  and  lhaking  his  rattle. 

Though  thefe  people  cannot  be  viewed  without  a kind  of 
horror,  when  equipped  in  fuch  extravagant  drefles,  yet, 
when  diverted  of  them,  and  beheld  in  their  common  habit 
and  aftions,  they  have  not  the  leaft  appearance  of  ferocity 
in  their  countenances ; and  feem,  on  the  contrary,  as  ob- 
ferved  already,  to  be  of  a quiet,  phlegmatic,  and  inaflive 
difpofition ; deftitute,  in  fome  meafure,  of  that  degree  of 
animation  and  vivacity  that  would  render  them  agreeable 
as  focial  beings.  If  they  are  not  referved,  they  are  far  from 
being  loquacious;  but  their  gravity  is,  perhaps,  rather  a 
confequencc  of  the  difpofition  juft  mentioned,  than  of  any 
conviftion  of  its  propriety,  or  the  effetft  of  any  particular 
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mode  of  education.  For,  even  in  the  grcatefl  parosyfms  of  jr*** 

their  rage,  they  feem  unable  to  exprefs  it  fufliciently,  either  ' — • 

with  warmth  of  language,  or  fignificancy  of  geftures. 

Their  orations,  which  are  made  cither  when  engaged  in 
any  altercation  or  difpute.or  to  explain  their  fentiraents  pub- 
licly on  other  occafions,  feem  little  more  than  fliort  fentcnces, 
or  rather  finglc  words,  forcibly  repeated,  and  conflantly  in 
one  tone  and  degree  of  flrcngth,  accompanied  only  with  a 
finglc  gefture,  which  they  ufe  at  every  fentence,  jerking 
their  whole  body  a little  forward,  by  bending  the  knees, 
their  arms  hanging  down  by  their  fides  at  the  fame  time. 

Though  there  be  but  too  much  reafon,  from  their  bring- 
ing to  fale  human  fkulls  and  bones,  to  infer  that  they  treat 
their  enemies  with  a degree  of  brutal  cruelty,  this  circum- 
flance  rather  marks  a general  agreement  of  character  with 
that  of  almoft  every  tribe  of  uncivilized  man,  in  every  age, 
and  in  every  part  of  the  globe,  than  that  they  are  to  be  re:- 
proached  with  any  charge  of  peculiar  inhumanity.-  We 
had  no  reafon  to  judge  unfavourably  of  their  difpofition  in 
this  rcfpcifl.  They  feem  to  be  a docile,  courteous,  good- 
natured  people  ; but  notwithftanding  the  predominant 
phlegm  of  their  tempers,  quick  in  relenting  what  they  look 
upon  as  an  injury  ; and,  like  moft  other  paflionate  people,  as 
foon  forgetting  it.  I never  found  that  thefe  fits  of  pafiion 
went  farther  than  the  parties  immediately  concerned  j the 
fpeftators  not  troubling  themfelves  about  the  quarrel,  whe- 
ther it  was  with  any  of  us,  or  amongd  their  own  body  ; 
and  preferving  as  much  indifference  as  if  they  had  not 
known  any  thing  about  it.  I have  often  feen  one  of  them 
rave  and  fcold,  without  any  of  his  countrymen  paying  the 
leaf!  attention  to  his  agitation  5 and  when  none  of  us  could 
7 trace 
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trace  die  caufe,  or  the  objetd  of  his  difplcafure.  In  fuch 
cafes  they  never  difeover  the  lead  fymptom  of  timidity, 
but  feem  determined,  at  all  events,  to  punidi  the  infult. 
For,  even  with  rcfpeift  to  us,  they  never  appeared  to  be  un- 
der the  lead  apprehenton  of  our  fuperiority  ; but  when  any 
difference  happened,  were  juft  as  ready  to  avenge  the  wrong, 
as  amongft  themfelves. 

Their  other  pailions,  cfpccially  their  curiofity,  appear  in 
fomc  meafure  to  lie  dormant.  For  few  expreffed  any  defire 
to  fee  or  examine  things  wholly  unknown  to  them  ; and 
which,  to  thofe  truly  pofleded  of  that  paflion,  would  have 
appeared  aftonidring.  They  were  always  contented  to  pro- 
cure the  articles  they  knew  and  wanted,  regarding  every 
thing  elfe  with  great  indifference ; nor  did  our  perfons,  ap- 
parel, and  manners,  fo  different  from  their  own,  or  even  the 
extraordinary  fize  and  conftrueftion  of  our  fhips,  feem  to  ex- 
cite admiration,  or  even  engage  attention. 

One  caufe  of  this  may  be  their  indolence,  which  feems 
confiderablc.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  they  arc  certainly  1 
not  wholly  unfufccptiblc  of  the  tender  padions  ; if  we  may 
judge  from  their  being  fo  fond  of  mufic,  which  is  moftly 
of  the  grave  or  ferious,  but  truly  pathetic  fort.  They  keep 
the  exacted  concert  in  their  fongs,  which  are  often  fung  by 
great  numbers  together, 'as  thofe  already  mentioned,  with 
which  they  ufed  to  entertain  us  in  their  canoes.  Thefe  are 
generally  dow  and  folemn;  but  the  muGc  is  not  of  that  con- 
fined fort  found  amongft  many  rude  nations  ; for  the  vari- 
ations are  very  numerous  and  expreftive,  and  the  cadence  or 
melody  powerfully  foothing.  Befidcs  their  full  concerts, 
fonnets  of  the  fame  grave  cad  were  frequently  fung  by 
fingle  performers,  who  keep  time  by  driking  the  band 
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againft  the  thigh.  However,  the  muftc  was  fomctimes  va- 
ried, from  its  predominant  folemnity  of  air;  and  there  were 
inftances  of  llanzas  being  fung  in  a more  gay  and  lively 
flrain,  and  even  with  a degree  of  humour. 

The  only  inftruments  of  muftc  (if  fuch  they  may  be  called) 
which  1 f.nvamongft  them,  were  a rattle;  and  a fmall  whittle, 
about  an  inch  long,  incapable  of  any  variation,  from  hav- 
ing but  one  hole.  They  ufe  the  rattle  when  they  fing  ; but 
upon  what  occaftons  they  ufe  the  whittle  I know  not,  unlefs 
it  be  when  they  drefs  themfelves  like  particular  animals, 
and  endeavour  to  imitate  their  howl  or  cry.  I once  fsw 
one  of  them  drclfed  in  a wolf’s  Hein,  with  the  head  over  his 
own,  and  imitating  that  animal  by  making  a fqueaking 
noife  with  one  of  thefc  whittles,  which  he  had  in  his  mouth. 
The  rattles  arc,  for  the  moft  part,  made  in  the  fhape  of  a 
bird,  with  a few  pebbles  in  the  belly ; and  the  tail  is  the 
handle.  They  have  others,  however,  that  bear  rather  more 
refemblancc  to  a child’s  rattle. 

In  trafficking  with  us,  fomc  of  them  would  betray  a 
knaviffi  difpofition,  and  carry  olF our  goods  without  making 
any  return.  But,  in  general,  it  was  otherwife  ; and  we  had 
abundant  reafon  to  commend  the  fairnefs  of  their  conduit. 
However,  their  eagernefs  to  poflefs  iron  and  brafs,  and,  in- 
deed, any  kind  of  metal,  was  fo  great,  that  few  of  them 
could  refill  the  temptation  to  Heal  it,  whenever  an  opportu- 
nity offered.  The  inhabitants  of  the  South  Sea  Iflands,  as 
appears  from  a variety  of  inftances  in  the  courfe  of  this 
voyage,  rather  than  be  idle,  would  Heal  any  thing  that  they 
could  lay  their  hands  upon,  without  ever  confidering,  whe- 
ther it  could  be  of  ufe  to  them  or  no.  The  novelty  of  the 
object,  with  them,  was  a fufficicnt  motive  for  their  endea- 
vouring. 


Digitized  by  Google 


vouring,  by  any  indued  means,  to  get  pofleflion  of  it; 
yvhich  marked  tliat,  in  fuch  cafes,  they  were  rather  actuated 
by  a childifli  curiofity,  than  by  a difhoneft  difpofuion,  re- 
gardlefs  of  the  modes  of  fupplying  real  wants.  The  inha- 
bitants of  Nootka,  who  invaded  our  property,  cannot  have 
fuch  apology  made  for  them.  They  were  thieves  in  the 
ilritfleft  fenfe  of  the  word  ; for  they  pilfered  nothing  from 
us,  but  what  they  knew  could  be  converted  to  the  purpofes 
of  private  utility,  and  had  a real  value  according  to  their 
eftimation  of  things.  And  it  was  lucky  for  us,  that  nothing 
was  thought  valuable  by  them,  but  the  ftnglc  articles  of  our 
metals.  Linen,  and  fuch  like  things,  were  perfectly  fe- 
curc  from  their  depredations;  and  we  could  fafely  leave 
them  hanging  out  afhorc  all  night,  without  watching.  The 
fame  principle  which  prompted  our  Nootka  friends  to  pilfer 
from  us,  it  was  natural  to  fuppofc,  would  produce  a fimilar 
condufl  in  their  intercourfc  with  each  other.  And,  ac- 
cordingly, we  had  abundant  reafon  to  believe,  that  Healing 
is  much  praftifed  among!!  them  ; and  that  it  chiefly  gives 
rife  to  their  quarrels ; of  which  we  faw  more  than  one  in- 
ftance. 
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Manner  of  building  the  Hcufcs  in  Nootka  Sound. — Iujide 
of  them  deferibed. — Furniture  and  Utenfils. — Wooden 
Images. — Employments  of  the  Men. — Of  the  W omen. — 

Food,  animal  and  vegetable. — Manner  of  preparing  it. 

— Weapons. — ManufaElures  ami  mechanic  Arts. — 

Carving  and  Painting. — Canoes. — Implements  for  ffhirig 
and  hunting. — Iron  Fools. — Manner  of  procuring  that 
Metal. — Remarks  on  their  Language , and  a Specimen 
of  it. — Agronomical  and  nautical  Obfervationi  made  in 
Nootka  Sound. 

Til E two  towns  or  villages,  mentioned  in  the  courfe  i?-s. 

of  my  Journal,  feem  to  he  the  only  inhabited  parts  ■ A‘"nl'  . 
of  the  Sound.  The  number  of  inhabitants  in  both  might 
he  pretty  exactly  computed  from  the  canoes  that  were  about 
the  fhips  the  fecond  day  after  our  arrival.  They  amounted 
to  about  a hundred;  which,  at  a very  moderate  allowance, 
mult,  upon  an  average,  have  held  five  perfons  each.  But 
as  there  were  fcarcely  any  women,  very  old  men,  children, 
or  youths  amongft  them  at  that  time,  I think  it  will  rather 
be  rating  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  two  towns 
too  low,  if  we  fuppofe  they  could  be  lc.l’s  than  four  times  the 
number  of  our  vifiters ; that  is,  two  thoufand  in  the  whole. 

The  village  at  the  entrance  of  the  Sound  Hands  on  the 
fide  of  a riling  ground,  which  has  a pretty  fteep  afeent 
Vol.  II.  S f from 


Digitized  by  Google 


3*4 


A VOYAGE  TO 


jy?*  from  the  beach  to  the  verge  of  the  wood,  in  which  fpacc  it 
« — » is  fituated. 

The  houfes  arc  difpofed  in  three  ranges  or  rows,  riling 
gradually  behind  each  other  j the  larged  being  that  in 
front,  and  the  others  lefs  ; befides  a few  draggling,  or  fmgle 
ones,  at  each  end.  Thefe  ranges  arc  interrupted  or  disjoin- 
ed at  irregular  didances,  by  narrow  paths,  or  lanes,  that 
pal's  upward;  but  thofe  which  run  in  the  direction  of  the 
houfes,  between  the  rows,  are  much  broader.  Though 
there  be  fome  appearance  of  regularity  in  this  difpofition, 
there  is  none  in  the  finglc  houfes ; for  each  of  the  divifions, 
made  by  the  paths,  may  be  confidered  either  as  one  houfc, 
or  as  many  j there  being  no  regular  or  complete  repara- 
tion, either  without  or  within,  to  didinguilh  them  by.  They 
arc  built  of  very  long  and  broad  planks  *,  reding  upon  the 
edges  of  each  other,  fadened  or  tied  by  withes  of  pine 
bark,  here  and  there ; and  have  only  (lender  pods,  or  ra- 
ther poles,  at  confiderablc  didances,  on  the  outfidc,  to 
which  they  alfo  are  tied  ; but  within  arc  fome  larger  poles 
placed  adant.  The  height  of  the  fides  and  ends  of  rhefe 
habitations,  is  feven  or  eight  feet ; but  the  back  part  is  a 
little  higher,  by  which  means  the  planks,  that  compofe  the 
roof,  dant  forward,  and  are  laid  on  loofe,  fo  as  to  be  moved 
about;  either  to  be  put  dofe,  to  exclude  the  rain;  or,  in  fair 
weather,  to  be  feparated,  to  let  in  the  light,  and  carry  out 
the  fmoke.  They  are,  however,  upon  the  whole,  miferablc 
dwellings,  and  condrudcd  with  little  care  or  ingenuity. 
For,  though  the  fidc-planks  be  made  to  fit  pretty  clofely  in 

• Tltc  habitations  of  the  natives,  more  to  the  North  upon  this  coaft,  where 
Behring's  people  landed  in  1741,  fee m to  refcmble  thofe  of  Nootka.  Muller  deferibeg 
them  thus:  “ Ccs  cabanes  etoient  dc  bois  re  vet  u dc  planches  bien  unics,  & mane  en- 
**  char. tr ccs  en  qud ques  endroits.”  Muller,  Dtccuvtrteiy  p.255. 
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fame  places,  in  others  they  are  quite  open ; and  there  are 
no  regular  doors  into  them  ; the  only  way  of  entrance  being  ' — - — 
either  by  a hole,  where  the  unequal  length  of  the  planks 
has  accidentally  left  an  opening ; or,  in  fome  cafes,  the 
planks  arc  made  to  pafs  a little  beyond  each  other,  or  over- 
lap, about  two  feet  afunder;  and  the  entrance  is  in  this 
fpace.  There  arc  alfo  holes,  or  windows,  in  the  fides  of  the 
houfes  to  look  out  at ; but  without  any  regularity  of  lhape 
or  difpofition  ; and  thefe  have  bits  of  mat  hung  before 
them,  to  prevent  the  rain  getting  in. 

On  the  in  fide,  one  may  frequently  fee  from  one  end  to 
the  other  of  thefe  ranges  of  building  without  interruption. 

For  though,  in  general,  there  be  the  rudiments,  or  rather 
veftiges,  of  feparations  on  each  fide,  for  the  accommodation 
of  different  families,  they  are  fuch  as  do  not  intercept  the 
fight ; and  often  confift  of  no  more  than  pieces  of  plank, 
running  from  the  fide  toward  the  middle  of  the  houfc ; fo 
that,  if  they  were  complete,  the  whole  might  be  compared 
to  a long  liable,  with  a double  range  of  flails,  and  a broad 
paffage  in  the  middle.  Clofe  to  the  fides,  in  each  of  thefe 
parts,  is  a little  bench  of  boards,  raifed  five  or  fix  inches 
higher  than  the  reft  of  the  floor,  and  covered  with  mats,  on 
which  the  family  fit  and  fleep.  Thefe  benches  are  common- 
ly feven  or  eight  feet  long,  and  four  or  five  broad.  In  the 
middle  of  the  floor,  between  them,  is  the  fire-place,  which 
has  neither  hearth  nor  chimney.  In  one  houfe,  which  was 
in  the  end  of  a middle  range,  almoft  quite  feparated  from 
the  reft  by  a high  clofe  partition,  and  the  moft  regular,  as  to 
defign,  of  any  that  I faw,  there  were  four  of  thefe  benches} 
each  of  which  held  a Angle  family,  at  a corner,  but  with- 
out any  feparation  by  boards ; and  the  middle  part  of  the 
houfe  appeared  common  to  them  all. 

S f 2 Their 
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Their  furniture  confifls  chiefly  of  a great  number  of 
chefts  ami  boxes  of  all  fizes,  which  are  generally  piled 
upon  each  other,  clofe  to  the  lides  or  ends  of  the  houfe  ; 
and  contain  their  fpare  garments,  fkins,  mafks,  and  other 
things  which  they  fet  a value  upon.  Some  of  thefe  are 
double,  or  one  covers  'the  other  as  a lid  ; others  have  a lid 
faflened  with  thongs ; and  fome  of  the  very  large  ones- 
have  a fquare  hole,  or  fcuttle,  cut  in  the  upper  part ; by 
which  the  things  are  put  in  and  taken  out.  'I  hey  are  often 
painted  black,  ftudded  with  the  teeth  of  different  animals, 
or  carved  with  a kind  of  freeze-work,  and  figures  of  birds 
or  animals,  as  decorations.  Their  other  domeflic  utenfils 
are  moftly  fquare  and  oblong  pails  or  buckets  to  hold 
water  and  other  things ; round  wooden  cups  and  bowls  y 
and  frnall  fhallow  wooden  troughs,  about  two  feet  long, 
out  of  which  they  eat  their  food ; and  bafkets  of  twigs, 
bags  of  matting,  &e.  Their  fifhing  implements,  and  other 
things  alfo,  lie  or  hang  up  in  different  parts  of  the  houfe, 
but  without  the  lead  order;  fo  that  the  whole  is  a complete 
fccne  of  confufion  ; and  the  only  places  that  do  not  partake 
of  this  confufion  arc  the  ilceping-bcnches,  that  have  no- 
thing on  them  but  the  mats  ; which  are  alfo  cleaner,  or  of 
a finer  fort,  than  thofc  they  commonly  have  to  fit  on  in  their 
boats. 

The  naftinefs  and  flench  of  their  houfes  are,  however,  at 
lead  equal  to  the  confufion.  For,  as  they  dry  their  fifli 
within  doors,  they  alfo  gut  them  there,  which,  with  their 
■bones  and  fragments  thrown  down  at  meals,- and  the  addi- 
tion of  other  forts  of  filth,  lie  every  where  in  heaps,  and 
are,  1 believe,  never  carried  away,  till  it  becomes  trouble- 
fome,  from  their  fize,  to  walk  over  them.  In  a word,  their 
houfes  are  as  filthy  as  hog-dies ; every  thing  in  and  about 
them  flinking  of  fifli,  train-oil,  and  fmokc. 
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But,  a mid  ft  all  the  filth  and  confufion  that  arc  found  in  the 
houfes,  many  of  them  arc  decorated  with  images.  Thefc 
arc  nothing  more  than  the  trunks  of  very  large  trees,  four 
or  five  feet  high,  fet  up  fingly,  or  by  pairs,  at  the  upper  end 
of  the  apartment,  with  the  front  carved  into  a human  face; 
the  arms  and  hands  cut  out  upon  the  fidcs,  and  varioufly 
painted;  fo  that  the  whole  is  a truly  monilrous  figure.  The 
general  name  of  thefe  images  is  Klumma ; and  the  names  of 
two  particular  ones,  which  flood  abreaft  of  each  other,  three 
or  four  feet  afunder,  in  one  of  the  houfes,  were  Natcbkoa 
and  Matfecta.  Mr.  Webber’s  view  of  the  infide  of  a N'ootka 
houfe,  in  which  thefc  images  are  reprefented,  will  convey  a 
more  pcrfcift  idea  of  them  than  any  defeription.  A mat,  by 
way  of  curtain,  for  the  mod  part  hung  before  them,  which 
the  natives  were  not  willing,  at  all  times,  to  remove ; and 
when  they  did  unveil  them,  they  feemed  to  fpcak  of  them 
in  a very  myftcrious  manner.  It  fhould  feem  that  they  are, 
at  times,  accuftomed  to  make  offerings  to  them;  if  we  can 
draw  this  inference  from  their  defiring  us,  as  we  interpreted 
their  figns,  to  give  fomething  to  thefe  images,  when  they 
drew  afide  the  mats  that  covered  them  *.  It  was  natural, 

from 


• It  (hould  feem,  that  Mr.  Webber  was  obliged  to  repeat  his  offerings  pretty  fre- 
quently, before  he  could  be  permitted  to  finifh  his  drawing  of  thefc  images.  The  fol- 
lowing account  is  in  his  own  words  : **  After  having  made  a general  view  of  their 
“ habitations,  I fought  for  an  infide,  which  might  furnilh  me  with  fuffident  matter 
“ to  convey  a perfect  idea  of  the  mode  in  which  thefe  people  live.  Such  was  foon 
“ found.  While  I was  employed,  a man  approached  me  with  a lar^c  knife  in  his 
“ hand,  fccmingly  difplcafcd,  when  he  obferved  that  my  eyes  were  fixed  on  two  renre- 
“ fentations  of  human  figures,  which  were  placed  at  one  end  of  the  apartment,  carv- 
“ cd  on  planks,  of  a gigantic  proportion,  and.  painted  after  their  cuff om.  However, 
“ I took  as  little  notice  of  him  as  pofljblc,  and  proceeded  ; to  prevent  which,  he  foon 
“ provided  himfclf  with  a mat,  and  placed  it  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  hinder  my  having 
“ any  longer  a fight  of  them.  Being  pretty  certain  that  I could  have  no  future  op- 
“ portunity  to  finUh  my  drawing,  and  the  object  being  too  intcrefting  to  be  omitted, 
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w:*;  from  thefe  circumftances,  for  us  to  think  that  they  were  re- 

April.  ' 

— v ' prefentatives  of  their  gods,  or  fymbolsof  fomc  religious  or 

fuperititious  object:  and  yet  we  had  proofs  of  the  little  real 
eftimation  they  were  in ; for  with  a fmall  quantity  of  iron  or 
brafs,  I could  have  purchafcd  all  the  gods  (if  their  images 
were  fuch)  in  the  place.  I did  not  fee  one  that  was  no: 
offered  to  me  j and  I actually  got  two  or  three  of  the  very 
fmalleft  fort. 

The  chief  employment  of  the  men  l'ecms  to  be  that  of 
filhing,  and  killing  land  or  fca  animals,  for  the  ludenance 
of  their  families  i for  we  faw  few  of  them  doing  any 
thing  in  the  houfes;  whereas  the  women  were  occupied  in 
manufacturing  their  flaxen  or  woollen  garments,  and  in 
preparing  the  fardines  for  drying  ; which  they  alfo  carry  up 
from  the  beach  in  twig-bafkets,  after  the  men  have  brought 
them  in  their  canoes.  The  women  are  alfo  fent  in  the 
fmall  canoes  to  gather  mufcles,  and  other  fhcll-fifh  and 
perhaps  on  fome  other  occasions  j for  they  manage  thefe 
with  as  much  dexterity  as  the  men  j who,  when  in  the  ca- 
noes with  them,  feem  to  pay  little  attention  to  their  fex,  by 
offering  to  relieve  them  from  the  labour  of  the  paddle;  nor, 
indeed,  do  they  treat  them  with  any  particular  refpecT  or 
tendernefs  in  other  fituations.  The  young  men  appeared  to 
be  the  moll  indolent  or  idle  fet  in  this  community ; for  they 
were  either  fitting  about,  in  fcattcrcd  companies,  to  balk 


“ I confidcred  that  a little  bribery  might  probably  have  fome  effecl.  Accordingly  I 
44  made  an  offer  of  a button  from  my  coat,  which,  being  of  metal,  1 thought  they 
44  would  be  pleafed  with.  This,  inflantly,  produced  the  defired  etfccl.  For  the  mat 
44  was  removed,  and  I was  left  at  liberty  to  proceed  as  before.  Scarcely  had  I fca  ted 
44  myfclf,  and  made  a beginning,  when  he  returned  and  renewed  his  former  practice, 
44  continuing  it  till  I had  parted  with  every  tingle  button  ; and  when  he  law  that  he 
•4  had  completely  ltrippcd  me,  I met  with  no  farther  obftruclion.” 
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tliemfelvcs  in  the  fun;  or  lay  wallowing  in  the  fand  upon  w*- 

the  beach,  like  a number  of  hogs,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  — » — 

without  any  covering.  But  this  difregard  of  decency  was 
confined  to  the  men.  The  women  were  always  properly 
clothed,  and  behaved  with  the  utmod  propriety ; judly  de- 
fending all  commendation,  for  a bafhfulnefs  and  modedy 
becoming  their  fex ; but  more  meritorious  in  them,  as  the 
men  feem  to  have  no  fenfe  of  fhame.  It  is  impoflible,  how- 
ever, that  wc  Ihould  have  been  able  to  obferve  the  exatfl 
mode  of  their  domcdic  life  and  employments,  from  a fingle 
vifit  (as  the  firfl  was  quite  tranfitory)  of  a few  hours.  For  it 
may  be  eafily  fuppofed,  that,  on  fuch  an  occafion,  mod  of 
the  labour  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  would  ceafe 
upon  our  arrival,  and  an  interruption  be  given  even  to  the 
ufual  manner  of  appearing  in  their  houfes,  during  their 
more  remifs  or  fociable  hours,  when  left  to  them  Tel ve$. 

We  were  much  better  enabled  to  form  fome  judgment  of  their 
difpofition,  and,  in  fome  meafure,  even  of  their  method  of 
living,  from  the  frequent  vifits  fo  many  of  them  paid  us  at 
our  Ihips,  in  their  canoes ; in  which,  it  Ihould  feem,  they 
fpend  a great  deal  of  time,  at  lead  in  the  fummer  feafon. 

For  we  obferved  that  they  not  only  eat  and  deep  frequently 
in  them,  but  drip  off  their  clothes,  and  lay  themfelves  along 
to  balk  in  the  fun,  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  had  feen 
praftifed  at  their  village.  Their  canoes  of  the  larger  fort, 
arc,  indeed,  fufficicntly  fpacious  for  that  purpofe,  and  per- 
fectly dry ; fo  that,  under  flielter  of  a Ikin,  they  are,  except 
in  rainy  weather,  much  more  comfortable  habitations  than 
their  houfes. 

Though  their  food,  dridlly  fpeaking,  may  be  faid  to  con- 
fid  of  every  thing  animal  or  vegetable  that  they  can  procure, 
the  quantity  of  the  latter  bears  an  exceedingly  fmall  proper-  • 
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tion  to  that  of  the  former.  Their  greateff  reliance  feems  to 
be  upon  the  fea,  as  affording  fifli,  mufclcs,  and  fmallcr 
{hell-fifli,  and  fea-animals.  Of  the  firft,  the  principal  are 
herrings  and  fardines;  the  two  fpecics  of  bream  formerly 
mentioned ; and  fmall  cod.  But  the  herrings  and  fardines 
arc  not  only  eaten  frefh,  in  their  feafon,  but  likewife  ferve 
as  ftores,  which,  after  being  dried  and  fmoked,  are  pre- 
ferved  by  being  fewed  up  in  mats,  fo  as  to  form  large  bales, 
three  or  four  feet  fquarc.  It  feems  that  the  herrings  alfo 
iupplv  them  with  another  grand  refource  for  food;  which 
is  a vaft  quantity  of  roe,  very  curioufly  prepared.  It  is 
Brewed  upon,  or,  as  it  were,  incruftated  about,  fmall 
branches  of  the  Canadian  pine.  They  alfo  prepare  it  upon 
a long  narrow  fea-grafs,  which  grows  plentifully  upon  the 
rocks,  under  water.  This  caviare,  if  it  may  be  fo  called, 
is  kept  in  bafkets  or  bags  of  mat,  and  ufed  occalionally,  be- 
ing firff  dipped  in  water.  It  may  be  confidered  as  the  win- 
ter bread  of  thefc  people,  and  has  no  difagrccable  tafte. 
They  alfo  cat  the  roe  of  fome  other  fifli,  which,  from  the 
fize  of  its  grains,  muff' be  very  large;  but  it  has  a rancid 
taffc  and  fmell.  It  does  not  appear  that  they'  prepare  any 
other  fifli  in  this  manner,  to  preferve  them  for  any  length  of 
time.  For  though  they  fplit  and  dry  a few  of  the  bream  and 
tbinure,  which  are  pretty  plentiful;  they  do  not  fmoke  them 
as  the  herrings  and  fardines. 

The  next  article,  on  which  they  feem  to  depend  for  a large 
proportion  of  their  food,  is  the  large  mufcle ; great  abund- 
ance of  which  are  found  in  the  Sound.  Thefc  are  roaffed 
in  their  fliells,  then  ftuck  upon  long  wooden  Ikewers,  and 
taken  olF  occafionally  as  wanted;  being  eat  without  any 
other  preparation,  though  they  often  dip  them  in  oil,  as  a 
fauce.  1 he  other  marine  productions,  fuch  as  the  fmaller 
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fliell-fifti,  though  they  contribute  to  increafe  the  general  J77*. 
(lock,  are  by  no  means  to  be  looked  upon  as  a ftanding  or  1 — — > 
material  article  of  their  food,  when  compared  to  thofe  juft 
mentioned. 

Of  the  fea-animals,  the  mod  common  that  wc  faw  in  ufe 
amongft  them,  as  food,  is  the  porpoife ; the  fat  or  rind  of 
which,  as  well  as  the  flelh,  they  cut  in  large  pieces,  and 
having  dried  them,  as  they  do  the  herrings,  cat  them  with- 
out any  farther  preparation.  They  alfo  prepare  a fort  of 
broth  from  this  animal,  in  its  frefli  ftate,  in  a Angular  man- 
ner, putting  pieces  of  it  in  a fquare  wooden  veflel  or  bucket, 
with  water,  and  then  throwing  heated  flones  into  it.  This 
operation  they  repeat  till  they  think  the  contents  are  fuflici- 
ently  ftewed  or  feethed.  They  put  in  the  ffeih,  and  take 
out  the  other  flones,  with  a cleft  flick,  which  ferves  as 
tongs ; the  veflel  being  always  placed  near  the  fire,  for  that 
purpofc  *.  This  is  a pretty  common  difh  amongft  them  s 
and,  from  its  appearance,  feems  to  be  ftrong,  nourifh- 
ing  food.  The  oil  which  they  procure  from  thefe 
and  other  fea-animals,  is  alfo  ufed  by  them  in  great 
quantities;  both  flipping  it  alone,  with  a large  fcoop 
or  fpoon,  made  of  horn;  or  miring  it  with  other  food, 
as  fauce. 

It  may  alfo  be  prefumed  that  they  feed  upon  other 
fea-animals,  fuch  as  feals,  fca-otters,  and  whales  ; not  only 
fj-om  the  fkins  of  the  two  firft  being  frequent  amongft 
them,  but  from  the  great  number  of  implements,  ‘of- 
all  forts,  intended  to  deftroy  thefe  different  animals ; 

• This  operation  is  reprdented  by  Mr.  Webber,  in  his  drawing  of  the  inlidc  of  a 
Nootka  houfe. 
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^77*-  which  clearly  points  out  their  dependance  upon  them; 
*— — > though  perhaps  they  do  not  catch  them  in  great  plenty 
at  all  feafons ; which  feemed  to  be  the  cafe  while  we  lay 
there,  as  no  great  number  of  frefli  fk.ins,  or  pieces  of  the 
flelh,  were  feen. 

The  fame  might,  perhaps,  be  faid  of  the  land-animals, 
which,  though  doubrlefs  the  natives  fometimes  kill  them, 
appeared  to  be  fcarce  at  this  time  ; as  we  did  not  fee  a fingle 
piece  of  the  flefli  belonging  to  any  of  them ; and  though 
their  fkins  be  in  tolerable  plenty,  it  is  probable  that  many 
of  thefe  arc  procured  by  traffic  from  other  tribes.  Upon 
the  whole,  it  feems  plain,  from  a variety  of  circumftances, 
that  thefe  people  procure  almoft  all  their  animal  food  from 
the  fca,  if  we  except  a few  birds,  of  which  the  gulls  or 
fea-fowl,  which  they  Ihoot  with  their  arrows,  are  the  moll 
material. 

As  the  Canadian  pine-branches  and  fca-grafs,  on  which 
the  Cfli  roe  is  flrewed,  may  be  confidered  as  their  only  win- 
ter-vegetables ; fo,  as  the  fpring  advances,  they  make  ufe 
of  fcveral  others  as  they  come  in  feafori.  The  moll  com- 
mon of  thefe,  which  we  obferved,  were  two  forts  of  lilia- 
ceous roots,  one  Amply  tunicated,  the  other  granulated 
upon  its  furface,  called  mahkattc  and  koohquoppa,  which  have 
a mild  fweetilh  talle,  and  arc  mucilaginous,  and  eaten  raw. 
The  next,  which  they  have  in  great  quantities,  is  a root 
called  abc'ita , refembling,  in  talle,  our  liquorice ; and  an- 
other fern  root,  whofe  leaves  were  not  yet  difclofed.  They 
alfo  eat,  raw,  another  fmall,  fweetilh,  inlipid  root,  about 
the  thickncfs  of  farfaparilla ; but  we  were  ignorant  of  the 
plant  to  which  it  belongs;  and  alfo  of  another  root,  which 
is  very  large  and  palmatcd,  which  we  faw  them  dig  up  near 
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the  village,  and  afterward  eat  it.  It  is  alfo  probable  that, 
as  the  feafon  advances,  they  have  many  others,  -which  we  >-  j 
did  not  fee.  For  though  there  be  no  appearance  of  cultiva- 
tion amongft  them,  there  are  great  quantities  of  alder, 
goofeberry  and  currant  bufhes,  whofe  fruits  they  may  eat 
in  their  natural  ftate,  as  wc  have  fecn  them  eat  the  leaves  of 
the  laft,  and  of  the  lilies,  juft  as  they  were  plucked  from 
the  plant.  It  muft,  however,  be  obferved,  that  one  of  the 
conditions  which  they  feem  to  require,  in  all  food,  is,  that 
it  Ihould  be  of  the  bland  or  lefs  acrid  kind;  for  they  would 
not  eat  the  leek  or  garlic,  though  they  brought  vaft  quan- 
tities to  fell,  when  they  underftood  we  were  fond  of  it. 

Indeed,  they  feetned  to  have  no  rclilli  for  any  of  our  food ; 
and  when  offered  fpirituous  liquors,  they  rejected  them  as 
fomething  unnatural  and  difgufting  to  the  palate. 

Though  they  fometimes  eat  fmall  marine-animals,  in 
their  frclh  ftate,  raw,  it  is  their  common  practice  to  roaft 
or  broil  their  food;  for  they  arc  quite  ignorant  of  our  me- 
thod of  boiling ; unlefs  we  allow  that  of  preparing  their 
porpoife  broth  is  fuch ; and,  indeed,  their  veftcls  being  all 
of  wood,  are  quite  infufficicnt  for  this  purpofe. 

Their  manner  of  eating  is  exactly  confonant  to  the  nafti- 
nefs  of  their  houfes  and  perfons ; for  the  troughs  and  plat- 
ters, in  which  they  put  their  food,  appear  never  to  have 
been  waJhed  from  the  time  they  were  firft  made,  and  the 
dirty  remains  of  a former  meal  are  only  fwceped  away  by 
the  fucceeding  one.  They  alfo  tear  every  thing  lblid,  or 
tough,  to  pieces,  with  their  hands  and  teeth ; for  though 
they  make  ufe  of  their  knives  to  cut  off  the  larger  portions, 
they  have  not,  as  yet,  thought  of  reducing  thefe  to  fmaller 
pieces  and  mouthfuls,  by  the  fame  means,  though  obvi- 
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'7?V  oufly  more  convenient  and  cleanly.  But  they  feem  to  have 
■ Ap'-  ■ no  idea  of  clcanlincls ; for  tliey  eat  the  roots  which  they  dig 
from  the  ground,  without  fo  much  as  fhaking  off  the  foil 
that  adheres  to  them. 

We  are  uncertain  if  they  have  any  fet  time  for  meals ; 
for  we  have  feen  them  eat  at  all  hours,  in  their  canoes. 
And  yet,  from  feeing  feveral  meffes  of  the  porpoife  broth 
preparing  toward  noon,  when  we  vifited  the  village,  I 
fhould  fufpedt  that  they  make  a principal  meal  about  that 
time. 

Their  weapons  are  bows  and  arrows,  flings,  fpears,  fltort 
truncheons  of  bone,  fomewhat  like  the patoopotoo  of  New  Zea- 
land, and  a fmall  pick-axe,  not  unlike  the  common  American 
tomahawk.  The  fpear  has  generally  a long  point,  made  of 
bone.  Some  of  the  arrows  are  pointed  with  iron ; but  moft 
commonly  their  points  were  of  indented  bone.  The  toma- 
hawk is  a Hone,  fix  or  eight  inches  long,  pointed  at  one  end, 
and  the  other  end  fixed  into  a handle  of  wood.  This  handle 
refembles  the  head  and  neck  of  the  human  figure;  and  the 
(lone  is  fixed  in  the  mouth,  fo  as  to  reprefent  an  enormoufly 
large  tongue.  To  make  the  refemblance  dill  ftronger,  hu- 
man hair  is  alfo  fixed  to  it.  This  weapon  they  call  taawecjh, 
or  tfujkeeoh.  They  have  another  (lone  weapon  called  feeaik, 
nine  inches  or  a foot  long,  with  a fquare  point. 

From  the  number  of  done  weapons,  and  others,  we 
might  almoft  conclude,  that  it  is  their  cuftom  to  en- 
gage in  clofe  fight ; and  we  had  too  convincing  proofs 
* that  their  wars  are  both  frequent  and  bloody,  from  the 
vaft  number  of  human  (culls  which  they  brought  to 
fell. 

Their 
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Their  manufactures,  and  mechanic  arts,  are  far  more  ex- 
tenfive  and  ingenious,  whether  wc  regard  the  deiign,  or  the 
execution,  than  could  have  been  expected  from  the  natural 
difpofition  of  the  people,  and  the  little  progrefs  that  civili- 
zation has  made  amongft  them  in  other  refpeCts.  The  flaxen 
and  woollen  garments,  with  which  they  cover  thcmfelves, 
mult  neceflarily  engage  their  firft  care;  and  are  the  moll 
material  of  thofe  that  can  be  ranked  under  the  head  of  ma- 
nufactures. The  former  of  thefe  are  made  of  the  bark  of  a 
pine-tree,  beat  into  a hempen  ftatc.  It  is  not  fpun,  but,  af- 
ter being  properly  prepared,  is  fpread  upon  a flick,  which 
is  fattened  acrofs  to  two  others  that  ftand  upright.  It  is  dif- 
pofed  in  fuch  a manner,  that  the  manufacturer,  who  fits  on 
her  hams  at  this  Ample  machine,  knots  it  acrofs  with  fmall 
plaited  threads,  at  the  dittance  of  half  an  inch  from  each 
other.  Though,  by  this  method,  it  be  not  fo  dofe  or  firm  as 
cloth  that  is  woven,  the  bunches  between  the  knots  make 
it  fufficiently  impervious  to  the  air,  by  filling  the  intcrftices ; 
and  it  has  the  additional  advantage  of  being  fofter  and  more 
pliable.  The  woollen  garments,  though  probably  manufac- 
tured in  the  fame  manner,  have  the  ftrongeft  refemblance 
to  woven  cloth.  But  the  various  figures  which  are  very  arti- 
ficially inferted  in  them,  deftroy  the  fuppofition  of  their  be- 
ing wrought  in  a loom ; it  being  extremely  unlikely,  that 
thefe  people  fhould  be  fo  dexterous  as  to  be  able  to  finifh 
fuch  a complex  work,  unlefs  immediately  by  their  hands. 
They  are  of  different  degrees  of  finenefs ; fome  refembling 
our  coarfeft  rugs  or  blankets ; and  others  almoft  equal  to 
our  fineft  forts,  or  even  fofter,  and  certainly  warmer.  The 
wool,  of  which  they  are  made,  feems  to  be  taken  from  dif- 
ferent animals,  as  the  fox  and  brown  lynx-,  the  lafl  of  which 
is  by  far  the  fineft  fort;  and,  in  its  natural  ftatc,  differs 
4 little 
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little  from  the  colour  of  our  coarfer  wools;  but  the  hair, 
with  which  the  animal  is  alfo  covered,  being  intermixed,  its 
appearance,  when  wrought,  is  fomewhat  different.  The 
ornamental  parts  or  figures  in  thefc  garments,  which  are  dif- 
pofed  with  great  taftc,  are  commonly  of  a different  colour, 
being  dyed,  chiefly,  either  of  a deep  brown,  orof  a yellow; 
the  laft  of  which,  when  it  is  new,  equals  the  bell  in  our  car- 
pets as  to  brightnefs. 

To  their  tafte  or  deGgn  in  working  figures  upon  their 
garments,  corrcfponds  their  fondnefs  for  carving,  in  every 
thing  they  make  of  wood.  Nothing  is  without  a kind  of 
freeze-work,  or  the  figure  of  fome  animal  upon  it ; but  the 
molt  general  reprefentation  is  that  of  the  human  face,  which 
is  often  cut  out  upon  birds,  and  the  other  monllrous  figures 
mentioned  before;  and  even  upon  their  flone  and  their 
bone  weapons.  The  general  defign  of  all  thefe  things  is 
perfcdlly  fufficient  to  convey  a knowledge  of  the  object  they 
are  intended  to  reprefent ; but  the  carving  is  not  executed 
with  the  nicety  that  a dexterous  artifl  would  bellow  even 
upon  an  indifferent  delign.  The  fame,  however,  cannot  be 
faid  of  many  of  the  human  malks  and  heads  ; where  they 
llicw  themfclves  to  be  ingenious  fculptors.  They  not  only 
preferve,  with  great  exadtnefs,  the  general  character  of  their 
own  faces,  but  finilh  the  more  minute  parts,  with  a degree 
of  accuracy  in  proportion,  and  neatnefs  in  execution.  The 
ftrong  propenfity  of  this  people  to  works  of  this  fort,  is  re- 
markable, in  a vail  variety  of  particulars.  Small  whole 
human  figures ; representations  of  birds,  fifli,  and  land 
and  fea  animals;  models  , of  their  houfehold  utenfils 
and  of  their  canoes,  were  found  amongft  them  in  great 
abundance. 

The 
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The  imitative  arts  being  nearly  allied,  no  wonder  that,  to 

their  flcill  in  working  figures  in  their  garments,  and  carv-  1 . ' 

ing  them  in  wood,  they  Ihould  add  that  of  drawing  them  in 
colours.  Wc  have  fometimes  feen  the  whole  procefs  of  their 
whale-fiflicry  painted  on  the  caps  they  wear.  This,  though 
rudely  executed,  ferves,  at  lead,  to  (hew,  that  though  there 
be  no  appearance  of  the  knowledge  of  letters  amongft  them, 
they  have  fome  notion  of  a method  of  commemorating  and 
reprefenting  adtions,  in  a lading  way,  independently  of 
what  may  be  recorded  in  their  fongs  and  traditions.  They 
have  alfoother  figures  painted  on  fome  of  their  things;  but 
it  is  doubtful  if  they  ought  to  be  confidered  as  fymbols,  that 
have  certain  edablifhed  fignifications,  or  only  the  mere  crea- 
tion of  fancy  and  caprice. 

Their  canoes  are  of  a Ample  ftrudture ; but,  to  appearance, 
well  calculated  for  every  ufeful  purpofe.  Even  the  larged, 
which  carry  twenty  people  or  more,  are  formed  of  one  tree. 

Many  of  them  are  forty  feet  long,  feven  broad,  and  about 
three  deep.  From  the  middle,  toward  each  end,  they  be- 
come gradually  narrower,  the  after-part,  or  dern,  ending 
abruptly  or  perpendicularly,  with  a fmall  knob  on  the  top  ; 
but  the  fore-part  is  lengthened  out,  dretching  forward  and 
upward,  ending  in  a notched  point  or  prow,  confiderably 
higher  than  the  (ides  of  the  canoe,  which  run  nearly  in  a 
draight  line.  For  the  mod  part,  they  arc  without  any  orna- 
ment; but  fome  have  a little  carving,  and  are  decorated  by 
letting  feals’  teeth  on  the  furface,  like  duds ; as  is  the  prac- 
tice on  their  rnalks  and  weapons.  A few  have,  like  wife,  a 
kind  of  additional  head  or  prow,  like  a large  cut-water, 
which  is  painted  with  the  figure  of  fome  animal.  They 
have  no  feats,  nor  any  other  lupporters,  on  the  infidc,  than 
fcveral  round  dicks,  little  thicker  than  a cane,  placed  acrofs, 
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• 77.8-  at  mid  depth.  They  are  very  light,  and  their  breadth  and 

» ■’  ' flatnefs  enable  them  to  fwim  firmly,  without  an  out-rigger, 
which  none  of  them  have  ; a remarkable  di(lin<5tion  between 
the  navigation  of  all  the  American  nations,  and  that  of  the 
Southern  pans  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  the  Iflands  in  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean.  Their  paddles  are  fmall  and  light ; the  fiiape, 
in  forae  mcafure,  refcmbling  that  of  a large  leaf,  pointed 
at  the  bottom,  broadeft  in  the  middle,  and  gradually  lofing 
itfelf  in  the  Ihaft,  the  whole  being  about  five  feet  long.. 
They  have  acquired  great  dexterity  in  managing  thefe  pad- 
dles, by  conftanr  ufc ; for  fails  are  no  part  of  their  art  of 
navigation. 

Their  implements  for  fifhing  and  hunting,  which  are 
both  ingenioufly  contrived,  and  well  made,  are  nets,  hooks 
and  lines,  harpoons,  gigs,  and  an  infirument  like  an  oar. 
This  laft  is  about  twenty  feet  long,  four  or  five  inches 
broad,  and  about  half  an  inch  thick.  Each  edge,  for  about 
two-thirds  of  its  length  (the  other  third  being  its  handle),  is 
fet  with  fliarp  bone-teeth,  about  two  inches  long.  Her- 
rings and  fardines,  and  fuch  other  fmall  filh  as  come  in 
fhoals,  are  attacked  with  this  infirument ; which  is  ft  ruck, 
into  the  Ihoal,  and  the  filh  are  caught  either  upon,  or  be- 
tween the  teeth.  Their  hooks  are  made  of  bone  and  wood, 
and  rather  inartificially  •,  but  the  harpoon,  with  which  they 
ftrike  the  whales  and  Idler  fea  animals,  Ihews  a great  reach 
of  contrivance.  It  is  compofed  of  a piece  of  bone,  cut  into 
two  barbs,  in  which  is  fixed,  the  oval  blade  of  a large 
mufcle  (hell,  in  which  is  the  point  of  the  infirument.  To 
this  is  fattened  about  two  or  three  fathoms  of  rope ; and  to- 
throw  this  harpoon,  they  ufc  a {haft  of  about  twelve  or  fif- 
teen feet  long,  to  which  the  line  or  rope  is  made  fall ; and 
to  one  end  of  which  the  harpoon  is  fixed,  fo  as  to  feparate 
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from  the  fhaft,  and  leave  it  floating  upon  the  water  as  w*- 
a buoy,  when  the  animal  darts  away  with  the  harpoon.  ' » — 

Wc  can  fay  nothing  as  to  the  manner  of  their  catching  or 
killing  land  animals,  unlcfs  wc  may  fuppofe  that  they 
lhoot  the  fmaller  forts  with  their  arrows,  and  engage  bears, 
or  wolves  and  foxes,  with  their  fpears.  They  have,  in- 
deed, feveral  nets,  which  are  probably  applied  to  that  pur- 
pofe  * ; as  they  frequently  throw  them  over  their  heads,  to 
fhew  their  ufe,  when  they  brought  them  to  us  for  fale. 

They  alfo,  fometimes,  decoy  animals,  by  covering  them- 
felves  with  a fkin,  and  running  about  upon  all  fours, 
which  they  do  very  nimbly,  as  appeared  from  the  fpeci- 
mens  of  their  fkill,  which  they  exhibited  to  us,  making  a 
kind  of  noife  or  neighing  at  the  fame  time ; and,  on  thefe 
occafions,  the  malks,  or  carved  heads,  as  well  as  the  real 
dried  heads,  of  the  different  animals,  arc  put  on. 

As  to  the  materials,  of  which  they  make  their  various  ar- 
ticles, it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  every  thing  of  the  rope  kind, 
is  formed  cither  from  thongs  of  ikins,  and  finews  of  ani- 
mals ; or  from  the  fame  flaxen  fubftance  of  which  their 
mantles  are  manufactured.  The  finews  often  appeared  to 
be  of  fuch  a length,  that  it  might  be  prefumed  they  could 
be  of  no  other  animal  than  the  whale.  And  the  fame 
may  be  faid  of  the  bones  of  which  they  make  their  weapons 
already  mentioned  ; fuch  as  their  bark-beating  inftruments, 
the  points  of  their  fpears,  and  the  barbs  of  their  harpoons. 

Their  great  dexterity  in  works  of  wood,  may,  in  fome 
meafure,  be  aferibed  to  the  affiffance  they  receive  from  iron 

• One  of  the  methods  of  catching  the  fea-ottcr,  when  alhore,  in  Kamtfchatka,  is 
with  nets.  See  Cix's  Rujjian  Difceverits , p.  13. 
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>77®-  tools.  For,  as  far  as  wc  know,  they  life  no  other : at  lead, 

April* 

v— » — > wc  faw  only  one  chiflel  of  bone.  And  though,  originally, 
their  tools  muft  have  been  of  diflerent  materials,  it  is  not 
improbable  that  many  of  their  improvements  have  been 
madefince  they  acquired  a knowledge  of  that  metal,  which 
now  is  univerfally  ufed  in  their  various  wooden  works. 
The  chiflel  and  the  knife,  arc  the  only  forms,  as  far  as  we 
faw,  that  iron  aflumes  amongd  them.  The  chiflel  is  a 
long  flat  piece,  fitted  into  a handle  of  wood.  A done  ferves 
for  a mallet,  and  a piece  of  fifh-fkin  for  a polifher.  I have 
lecn  fome  of  thefe  chiflels  that  were  eight  or  ten  inches  long, 
and  three  or  four  inches  broad ; but,  in  general,  they  were 
fmaller.  The  knives  are  of  various  fizes  ; fome  very  large ; 
and  their  blades  are  crooked,  fomewhat  like  our  pruning- 
knife ; but  the  edge  is  on  the  back  or  convex  part.  Mod  of 
them  that  we  faw  were  about  the  breadth  and  thickncfs  of 
an  iron  hoop ; and  their  Angular  form  marks  that  they  are 
not  of  European  make.  Probably,  they  are  imitations 
of  their  own  original  indruments,  ufed  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofes.  They  fharpen  thefe  iron  toots  upon  a coarfc  Hate 
whetdone;  and  likewife  keep  the  whole  indrument  con- 
flantly  bright. 

Iron,  which  they  call  feekmaile,  (which  name  they  alfo  give 
to  tin,  and  all  white  metals)  being  familiar  to  thefe  people, 
it  was  very  natural  for  us  to  fpcculate  about  the  mode  of 
its  being  conveyed  to  them.  Upon  our  arrival  in  the  Sound, 
they  immediately  difeovered  a knowledge  of  traffic,  and  an 
inclination  for  it ; and  we  were  convinced  afterward,  that 
they  had  not  received  this  knowledge  from  a curfory  inter- 
view with  any  drangers  ; but,  from  their  method,  it  feemed 
to  be  an  eflablifhcd  pratdice,  of  which  they  were  fond,  and  in 
which  they  were  alfo  well  Hulled.  With  whom  they  carry 
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on  this  traffic,  may  perhaps  admit  of  fome  doubt.  For  ^7.®- 

though  we  found  amongfl  them  things  doubtlcfs  of  Euro,  i — -i 

pean  manufacture,  or  at  leaft  derived  from  fome  civilized 
nation,  fuch  as  iron  and  brafs,  it,  by  no  means,  appears  that 
they  receive  them  immediately  from  thefe  nations.  For  we 
never  obferved  the  lead  fignof  their  having  feen  fhips  like 
ours  before,  nor  of  their  having  traded  with  fuch  people. 

Many  circumflances  ferve  to  prove  this  almofl  beyond  a 
doubt.  They  were  earned  in  their  inquiries,  by  figns,  on 
our  arrival,  if  we  meant  to  fettle  amongd  them  ; and  if  we 
came  as  friends:  fignifying,  at  the  fame  time,  that  they 
gave  the  wood  and  water  freely,  from  fricndfhip.  This  not 
only  proves,  that  they  confidered  the  place  as  entirely  their 
property,  without  fearing  any  fuperiority;  but  the  inquiry 
would  have  been  an  unnatural  one,  on  a fuppofition  that 
any  fliips  had  been  here  before;  had  trafficked,  and  fupplied 
themfclvcs  with  wood  and  water ; and  had  then  departed ; 
for,  in  that  cafe,  they  might  rcafonably  expeCt  we  would 
do  the  fame.  They,  indeed,  exprefled  no  marks  of  fur- 
prize  at  feeing  our  fhips.  But  this,  as  I obferved  before, 
may  be  imputed  to  their  natural  indolence  of  temper,  and 
want  of  curiofit'y.  Nor  were  they  even  ftartled  at  the  report 
of  a mufquet ; till,  one  day,  upon  their  endeavouring  to 
make  us  fenfible,  that  their  arrows  and  fpcars  could  not 
penetrate  the  hide-drefles,  one  of  our  gentlemen  (hot  a muf- 
quec  ball  through  one  of  them,  folded  fix  times.  At  this  they 
were  fo  much  daggered,  that  they  plainly  difeovered  their 
ignorance  of  the  efFeft  of  fire-arms.  This  was  very  often 
confirmed  afterward,  when  we  ufed  them  at  their  village, 
and  other  places,  to  flioot  birds,  the  manner  of  which 
plainly  confounded  them ; and  our  explanations  of  the  ufe 
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Apn!'  ^10t  an^  kail,  wcre  received  with  the  mod  fignificant 
t— v — -t  marks  of  their  having  no  previous  ideas  on  this  matter. 

Some  account  of  a Spanifii  voyage  to  this  coafl,  in  1774, 
or  177.5;,  had  reached  England  before  I failed;  but  the  fore- 
going circumdances  fufficiently  prove,  that  thefe  fhips  had 
not  been  at  Nootka  *.  Bcfides  this,  it  was  evident  that  iron 
was  too  common  here  j was  in  too  many  hands ; and  the 
ufes  of  it  were  too  well  known,  for  them  to  have  had  the 
fird  knowledge  of  it  fo  very  lately;  or,  indeed,  at  any  ear- 
lier period,  by  an  accidental  fupply  from  a fhip.  Doubtlefs, 
from  the  general  ufe  they  make  of  this  metal,  it  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  come  from  fome  condant  fource,  by  way  of  traffic, 
and  that  not  of  a very  late  date  ; for  they  are  as  dexterous  in 
ufing  their  tools  as  the  longed . practice  can  make  them. 
The  mod  probable  way,  therefore,  by  which  we  can  fup- 
pofe  that  they  get  their  iron,  is  by  trading  for  it  with  other 
Indian  tribes,  who  either  have  immediate  communication 
with  European  fettlements  upon  that  continent,  or  receive 
it,  perhaps,  through  feveral  intermediate  nations.  The 
fame  might  be  faid  of  the  brafs  and  copper  found  amongd 
them. 

Whether  thefe  things  be  introduced  by  way  of  Hudfon’s 
Bay  and  Canada,  from  the  Indians,  who  deal  with  our 
traders,  and  fo  fucceflively  acrofs  from  one  tribe  to  the  other; 
or  whether  they  be  brought  from  the  North  Wedern  parts 
of  Mexico,  in  the  fame  manner;  perhaps  cannot  be  eafily 

• We  now  know  that  Captain  Cook’s  conjc&ure  waa  well  founded.  It  appears, 
from  the  Journal  of  this  Voyage,  already  referred  to,  that  the  Spaniards  had  inter- 
courfc  with  the  natives  of  this  coaft,  only  in  three  places,  in  latitude  41°  7' * in  latitude 
47°  21';  and  in  latitude  57°  i8{.  So  that  they  were  not  within  two  degrees  of 
Nootka ; and  it  is  moil  probable,  that  the  people  there  never  heard  of  thefo  SpaniOa 
fhips* 

4 determined. 
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determined.  But  it  fhould  feem,  that  not  only  the  rude  U7*j 

materials,  but  fomc  articles  in  their  manufactured  Hate,  < . — ; 

find  their  way  hither.  The  brafs  ornaments  for  nofes,  in 
particular,  are  fo  neatly  made,  that  I am  doubtful  whether 
the  Indians  are  capable  of  fabricating  them.  The  materials 
certainly  are  European  ; as  no  American  tribes  have  been 
found,  who  knew  the  method  of  making  brafs;  though 
copper  has  been  commonly  met  with,  and,  from  its  foft- 
nefs,  might  be  falhioned  into  any  £hape,  and  alfo  poliffied. 

If  our  traders  to  Hudfon’s  Bay  and  Canada  do  not  ufe  fuch1 
articles  in  their  traffic  with  the  natives,  they  mult  have  been 
introduced  at  Nootka  from  the  quarter  of  Mexico,  from 
whence,  no  doubt,  the  two  filver  table-fpoons,  met  with  here, 
were  originally  derived.  It  i9  mofl  probable,  however,  that 
the  Spaniards  are  not  fuch  eager  traders,  nor  have  formed 
fuch  extenfive  connections  with  the  tribes  North  of  Mexico, 
as  to  fupply  them  with  quantities  of  iron,  from  which  they 
can  fpare  fo  much  to  the  people  here  *. 

Of  the  political  and  religious  inftituiions  eftabliftied  - 
amongft  them,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  we  ffiould  learn' 
much.  This  we  could  obferve,  that  there  are  fuch  men  as 
Chiefs,  who  are  diftinguilhed  by  the  name  or  title  of  Ac- 
• week , and  to  whom  the  others  are,  in  fome  meafure,  fubor- 
dinate.  But,  I ffiould  guefs,  the  authority  of  each  of  thefe 
great  men  extends  no  farther  than  the  family  to  which  he 

• Though  the  two  filver  table-fpoons,  found  at  Nootka  Sound,  moft  probably 
came  from  the  Spaniards  in  the  South,  there  feems  to  be  fufficicnt  grounds  for  believ- 
ing that  the  regular  fupply  of  iron  comes  from  a different  quarter.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  the  Spaniards,  in  1775,  found  at  Puerto  dc  la  Trinidad , in  latitude  410  7',  arrows 
pointed  with  coffer  cr  iron , which  they  underload  were  procured  from  the  North,  Mr. 

Dairies  Barrington,  in  a note  at  this  part  of  the  Spanifh  Journal,  p.  10.  fays,  u I 
M fhould  conceive  that  the  copper  and  iron,  here  mentioned,  muft  have  originally  been 
M bartered  at  our  forts  in  Hudfon’s  Bay.’' 
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belongs,  and  who  own  him  as  their  head.  Thefe  Acwcckt 

— . were  not  always  elderly  men  ; from  which  I concluded  that 

this  title  came  to  them  by  inheritance. 

I faw  nothing  that  could  give  the  lead  infight  into  their 
notions  of  religion,  beiides  the  figures  before  mentioned, 
called  by  them  Klumm  i.  Mod  probably  thefe  were  idols ; 
but  as  they  frequently  mentioned  the  word  aewtek,  when 
they  fpoke  of  them,  we  may,  perhaps,  be  authorized  to 
fuppofc  that  they  are  the  images  of  fome  of  their  ancef- 
tors,  whom  they  venerate  as  divinities.  But  all  this  is 
mere  conjeifture ; for  we  faw  no  a (ft  of  religious  homage 
paid  to  them  j nor  could  we  gain  any  information,  as  we 
had  learned  little  more  of  their  language,  than  to  alk  the 
names  of  things,  without  being  able  to  hold  any  converfa- 
tion  with  the  natives,  that  might  indruift  us  as  to  their  indi* 
tutions  or  traditions. 

In  drawing  up  the  preceding  account  of  the  people  of 
this  Sound,  I have  occafionally  blended  Mr.  Anderfon’s  ob- 
fervations  with  my  own  ; but  I owe  every  thing  to  him  that 
relates  to  their  language ; and  the  following  remarks  arc  in 
his  own  words. 

“ Their  language  is,  by  no  means,  harflr  or  difagreeablc, 
farther  than  proceeds  from  their  ufing  the  k and  h with 
more  force,  or  pronouncing  them  with  lefs  foftnefs  than  we 
do;  and,  upon  the  whole,  it  abounds  rather  with  what  we 
may  call  labial  and  dental,  than  with  guttural  founds.  The 
Ample  founds  which  we  have  not  heard  them  ufe,  and 
which,  confequently,  may  be  reckoned  rare,  or  wanting  in 
their  language,  are  thofe  reprefented  by  the  letters  b,  d,f 
g , r,  and  v.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  they  have  one,  which 
is  very  frequent,  and  not  ufed  by  us.  It  is  formed,  in  a 
7 particular 
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particular  manner,  by  clalhing  the  tongue  partly  againll 
the  roof  of  the  mouth,  with  confiderablc  force  j and  may 
be  compared  to  a very  coarfe  or  harfli  method  of  lifping.  It 
is  difficult  to  reprefent  this  found  by  any  compofition  of  our 
letters,  unlefs,  fomehow,  from  l/ztbl.  This  is  one  of  their 
moft  ufual  terminations,  though  we  fometimes  found  it  in 
the  beginning  of  words.  The  next  moll  general  termina- 
tion is  compofed  of  tl ; and  many  words  end  with  z and  fs. 
A fpccimen  or  two,  of  each  of  thefc,  is  here  put  down : 


Opulfztbl, 
Onu  l/ztbl, 
Kab/beetl, 
Tee/bcbeetl, 
Kooomitz, 
S*uahmifs , 


The  fun. 

The  moon. 

Dead. 

To  throw  a Hone. 
A human  fcull. 
Fiffi  roe. 


They  feem  to  take  fo  great  a latitude  in  their  mode  of 
fpeaking,  that  I have  fometimes  obferved  four  or  five  dif- 
ferent terminations  of  the  fame  word.  This  isacircum- 
flancc  very  puzzling  at  firft  to  a ftrangcr,  and  marks  a 
great  imperfection  in  their  language. 

As  to  the  compofition  of  it,  we  can  fay  very  little ; hav- 
ing been  fcarcely  able  to  diftinguilh  the  feveral  parts  of 
fpeech.  It  can  only  be  inferred,  from  their  method  of 
fpeaking,  which  is  very  flow  and  diftinCt,  that  it  has  few 
prepofitions  or  conjunctions  ; and,  as  far  as  we  could  dif- 
cover,  is  deflitute  of  even  a Angle  interjection,  to  exprefs  ad- 
miration or  furprizc.  From  its  having  few  conjunctions, 
it  rnay  be  conceived,  that  thefc  being  thought  unncccflary, 
as  being  underftood,  each  Angle  word,  with  them,  will 
alfo  exprefs  a great  deal,  or  comprehend  feveral  Ample  ideas; 
which  feems  to  be  the  cafe.  But,  for  the  fame  rcafon,  the  lan- 
guage 
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Apr*’  gu*J?e  will  be  defective  in  other  refpedls ■,  not  having  words 
t — , — • to  diftinguifh  or  exprcfs  differences  which  really  exift,  and 
hence  not  fufficicntly  copious.  This  was  obferved  to  be  the 
cafe,  in  many  inffanccs,  particularly  with  refpedt  to  the 
names  of  animals.  The  relation  or  affinity  it  may  bear  to 
other  languages,  either  on  this,  or  on  the  Afiatic  continent, 
I have  not  been  able  fufficiently  to  trace,  for  want  of  proper 
, fpecimens  to  compare  it  with,  except  thofe  of  the  Efqui- 

maux,  and  Indians  about  Hudfon’s  Bay ; to  neither  of  which 
it  bears  the  leaft  refemblance.  On  the  other  hand,  from  the 
few  Mexican  words  I have  been  able  to  procure,  there  is  the 
moll  obvious  agreement,  in  the  very  frequent  terminations 
of  the  words  in  /,  //,  or  2,  throughout  the  language 
The  large  vocabulary  of  the  Nootka  language,  collected 
by  Mr.  Anderfon,  fhall  be  referved  for  another  place  f,  as 
its  infertion  here  would  too  much  interrupt  our  narration. 
At  prefent,  1 only  feledl  their  numerals,  for  the  fatif- 
fadtion  of  fuch  of  our  readers  as  love  to  compare  thofe  of 
different  nations,  in  different  parts  of  the  world : 


Tftrwack, 

One. 

Akkla , 

Two. 

Katfttfa, 

Three. 

Mo,  or  moo. 

Four. 

Sochab, 

Five. 

Nofpo, 

Six. 

Atjlcpoo, 

Seven. 

Atlaquolthl, 

Eight. 

‘ Tfanoaquultbl , 

Nine. 

Haecoo, 

Ten. 

• May  we  not,  in  confirmation  of  Mr.  Andcrfon’.  remark,  obferve,  that  OpuI/xiU, 
the  Nootka  name  of  the  Sun  ; and  Kilzipntxli,  the  name  of  the  Mexican  Divinity, 
have  no  very  diftant  affinity  in  found  ? 

t It  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  third  volume. 

Were 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  PACIFIC  OCEAN. 


337 


Were  I to  affix  a name  to  the  people  of  Nootka,  as  a 
diftindt  nation,  I would  call  them  WakaJ}»ans ; from  the  word 
•wakajby  which  was  very  frequently  in  their  mouths.  It 
feemed  to  exprefs  applaufc,  approbation,  and  friendfhip. 
For  when  they  appeared  to  be  fatisfied,  or  well  plcafcd  with 
any  thing  they  faw,  or  any  incident  that  happened,  they 
would,  with  one  voice,  call  out  uea^ajh ! -wakajh ! I fliall 
take  my  leave  of  them,  with  remarking,  that,  differing  fo 
effentially  as  they  certainly  do,  in  their  perfons,  their  cuftoms, 
and  language,  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  illands  in  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean,  we  cannot  fuppofe  their  refpedlive  progenitors 
to  have  been  united  in  the  fame  tribe,  or  to  have  had  any 
intimate  connexion,  when  they  emigrated  from  their  ori- 
ginal fettlements,  into  the  places  where  we  now  find  their 
defendants. 


My  account  of  the  tranfadfions  in  Nootka  Sound  would 
be  imperfedt,  without  adding  the  aftronomical  and  nautical 
obfervations  made  by  us,  while  the  fliips  were  in  that  flation. 


The  latitude  of  the  ob- 
fervatory  by 


Latitude . 

Sun  - - 49*  36'  i",  is'" 

Stars  iSouth  8".  36'" 

(North  49°  36'  10",  30"' 


The  mean  of  thefc  means  - 49°  36'  6",  47"'North. 


The  longi- 
tude, by 
lunar  ob- 
fervations 


Longitude. 

(Twenty  fets  taken  on  the 
21ft  and  23d  of  March 
Ninety-three  taken  at  the 
obfervatory 

Twenty-four  taken  on  the 
L 1 ft,  2d,  and  3d  of  May 


I 

I 

s 


233*  26'.  18",  7"' 
233*  *8'  6",  6"' 
233*  7 ' 16",  7"' 


The  mean  of  thefe  means  - 233°  17'  14",  o"'Ea(l. 

Vol.  II.  X x But 


177*. 

April. 
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177S.  But  by  reducing  each  fet  taken  before"! 

■ ■ we  arrived  in  the  Sound,  and  after! 

we  left  it,  by  the  time-keeper,  and  I „ 

adding  them  up  with  thofe  made  f ^ ' * 5 

on  the  fpot,  the  mean  of  the  137 
fets  will  be  - - - J 

Longitude  by  the(  Greenwich  rate  - 233’  46'  ft",  o'" 
time-keeper  lUlietearatc  - 233“  59'  24",  o'" 

From  the  refults  of  the  laft  fifteen  days  obfervations  of 
equal  altitudes  of  the  Sun,  the  daily  rate  of  the  time-keeper 
— was  lofing,  on  mean  time,  7" ; and  on  the  i(?th  of  April,  flic 
was  too  flow  for  mean  time,  by  16*  o*  58",  45.  There  was 
found  an  irregularity  in  her  rate,  greater  than  at  any  time 
before.  It  was  thought  proper  to  rejetfb  the  firft  five  days, 
as  the  rate  in  them  differed  fo  much  from  that  of  the  fif- 
teen following ; and  even  in  thefc,  each  day  differed  from 
another  more  than  ufual. 


V ariaticn  of  the  Compafs. 


5th,  f A.  M.  3 
17th.  1 P.  M.  i 


Obfcrvatory, 

Mean  of  four  needles 
On  board  the  (hip. 
Mean  of  four  needles 


1 1 J % i--  I 'f  *5"  Ea(K 

i?  ?£!*«♦>*- 


The  variation  found  on  board  the  fliip,  ought  to  be  taken 
for  the  true  one;  not  only  as  it  agreed  with  what  we  ob- 
ferved  at  fca;  but  bccaufe  it  was  found,  that  there  was 
fomething  afliore  that  had  a confidcrable  cll’eift  upon  the 
compaffes ; in  fomc  places  more  than  others.  At  one  fpot, 
on  the  Weft  point  of  the  Sound,  the  needle  was  attracted 
114  points  from  its  proper  direction, 

7 Inclination 
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Inclination  of  the  dipping  Needle.  ~jwa' 


April  5th.  On  board  with  ba-  J 

[ Marked  1 

) End  North  c 

; 7 1°  26'  22;"  i 

1 , 

lanced  needle  ( 

[Unmarked ' 

* and  dipping  ] 

! 71“  54.'  22I"! 

i71. 

40" 

The  fame  needle  at  1 

i Marked  ] 

1 End  North  j 

[ 7*“  3'  45”  j 

[70* 

the  obfervatory  1 

L Unmarked  1 

» and  dipping  | 

[7«»  56'  15"  J 

tf 

0" 

1 8th.  Ditto  - - - J 

r Marked  ", 
1 Unmarked  j 

1 End  North  1 
1 and  dipping 

C7*0  58'  *0" 
172”  16'  10" 

w 

f 

*5" 

5th.  Spare  needle  at  j 

| Marked  1 

) End  North  t 

;72"  32'  30"  ; 

I 72. 

49'  IS" 

the  obervatory  ( 

! Unmarked  1 

I and  dipping  ] 

! 73*  6'  o”  : 

i 1 

1 8th.  Ditto  - - - j 

r Marked  ] 

| End  North  ] 

[ 72°  ss'  0"  1 

[ Unmarked  * 

• and  dipping  < 

1 73°  28'  30"  j 

[73* 

II' 

4j" 

22d.  Spare  needle  on  1 

r Marked 

) End  North  1 

f73°  >8'  38"  ; 

board  - • l 

i Unmarked . 

i and  dipping  1 

1 7*’  53'  3°“  ■ 

[73’ 

0" 

Hence  the  mean  dip,  with  both  needles,  on  fhore,  was  - 

7*° 

3*' 

31" 

On  board 

* 

- 

-- 

72° 

*5' 

4«r 

This  is  as  near  as  can  be  expc&ed  •,  and  fhews,  that  what- 
ever it  was  that  affe&ed  the  compaflcs,  whether  on  board 
or  afhore,  it  had  no  eflcdt  upon  the  dipping  needles. 


Tidet. 

It  is  high-water  on  the  days  of  the  new  and  full  moon,  at  1 2k 
ao".  The  perpendicular  rife  and  fall,  eight  feet  nine  inches; 
which  is  to  be  underllood  of  the  day-tides,  and  thofe  which 
happen  two  or  three  days  after  the  full  and  new  moon. 
The  night  tides,  at  this  time,  rife  near  two  feet  higher.  This 
was  very  confpicuous  during  the  fpring-tide  of  the  full 
moon,  which  happened  foon  after  our  arrival ; and  it  was 
obvious,  that  it  would  be  the  fame  in  thofe  of  the  new  moon, 
though  we  did  not  remain  here  long  enough  to  fee  the 
whole  of  its  efleft. 

Some  circumftances,  that  occurred  daily,  relating  to  this, 
deferve  particular  notice.  In  the  cove  where  we  got  wood 
X x a and 
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'7?*-  and  water,  was  a great  deal  of  drift-wood  thrown  afhorc ; 

Apm. 

< — -v— -j  a part  of  which  we  had  to  remove,  to  come  at  the  water.  It 
often  happened,  that  large  pieces  or  trees,  which  we  had  re- 
moved in  the  day,  out  of  the  reach  of  the  then  high-water, 
were  found,  the  next  morning,  floated  again  in  our  way  i 
and  all  our  fpouts,  for  conveying  down  the  water,  thrown 
out  of  their  places,  which  were  immoveable  during  the 
day  tides.  We  alfo  found,  that  wood,  which  we  had  fplit 
up  for  fuel,  and  had  depofited  beyond  the  reach  of  the  day 
tide,  floated  away  during  the  night.  Some  of  thefe  circum- 
ftances  happened  every  night  or  morning,  for  three  or  four 
days  in  the  height  of  the  fpring-tides  ; during  which  time 
we  were  obliged  to  attend  every  morning  tide,  to  remove 
the  large  logs  out  of  the  way  of  watering. 

I cannot  fay,  whether  the  flood-tide  falls  into  the  Sound 
from  the  North  Weft,  South  Weft,  or  South  Eaft.  I think  it 
does  not  come  front  the  laft  quarter ; but  this  is  only  con- 
jecture, founded  upon  the  following  observations : The  South 
Eaft  gales,  which  we  had  in  the  Sound,  were  fo  far  from  in- 
crcaling  the  rife  of  the  tide,  that  they  rather  diminifhed  it ; 
which  would  hardly  have  happened,  if  the  flood  and  wind 
had  been  in  the  fame  direction. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

A Storm,  after  failing  from  Noetka  Sound.  — Reflation 
fprings  a Leak. — Pretended  Strait  of  Admiral  de  Fonte 
faffed  unexamined. — Progrefs  along  the  Coafl  of  Ame- 
rica.— Behring's  Bay. — Kayes  If  and. — Account  of  it. 

— The  Ships  come  to  an  Anchor. — Vifited  by  the  Na- 
tives.— Their  Behaviour. — Fondnefs  for  Beads  and  Iron. 

— Attempt  to  plunder  the  Difcovery. — Refolution  s Leak 
fop  fed. — Progrefs  up  the  Sound.  — Meffrs.  Gore  and 
Roberts  fent  to  examine  its  Extent. — Reafons  againf  a 
Paffage  to  the  North  through  it. — The  Ships  proceed  drain 
it,  to  the  open  Sea. 

HAVING  put  to  fca,  on  the  evening  of  the  26th,  as 

before  related,  with  ftrong  figns  of  an  approaching  s'— - — J 
ftorm  ; thefe  figns  did  not  deceive  us.  We  were  hardly  out 
of  the  Sound,  before  the  wind,  in  an  inflant,  Ihifted  from 
North  Eaft  to  South  Eaft  by  Eaft,  and  increafed  to  a ftrong 
gale,  with  fqualls  and  rain,  and  fo  dark  a fky,  that  we  could 
not  fee  the  length  of  the  fliip.  Being  apprehenfive,  from 
the  experience  I had  fince  our  arrival  on  this  coaft,  of  the 
wind  veering  more  to  the  South,  which  would  put  us  in 
danger  of  a .lee-Ihore,  we  got  the  tacks  on  board,  and 
ftretchcd  off  to  the  South  Weft,  under  all  the  fail  the  Ihips 
could  bear.  Fortunately,  the  wind  veered  no  farther  South- 
erly, than  South  Eaft ; fo  that  at  day-light  the  next  morning,  Monday 
we  were  quite  clear  of  the  coaft. 

The 
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177S  The  Difcovery  being  at  fome  diftance  aflcrn,  I brought 

April".  J , 

% > to,  till  flic  came  up,  and  then  bore  away,  fleering  North 

Well ; in  which  diretflion  I fuppofed  the  coaft  to  lie.  The 
wind  was  at  South  Eaft,  blew  very  hard,  and  in  fqualls, 
with  thick  hazy  weather.  At  half  part  one  in  the  after- 
noon, it  blew  a perfcift  hurricane;  fo  that  1 judged  it  highly 
dangerous  to  run  any  longer  before  it,  and,  therefore, 
brought  the  fliips  to,  with  their  heads  to  the  Southward, 
under  the  forefails  and  mizcn-ftayfails.  At  this  time,  the 
Refolution  fprung  a leak,  which,  at  firft,  alarmed  us  not  a 
little.  It  was  found  to  be  under  the  {larboard  buttock; 
■where,  from  the  bread-room,  we  could  both  hear  and  fee 
the  water  rufli  in  ; and,  as  we  then  thought,  two  feet  under 
water.  But  in  this  we  were  happily  miftaken ; for  it  was 
afterward  found  to  be  even  with  the  water-line,  if  not  above 
it,  when  the  (hip  was  upright.  It  was  no  fooncr  difeovered, 
than  the  fi(h-room  was  found  to  be  full  of  water,  and  the 
calks  in  it  afloat ; but  this  was,  in  a great  meafure,  owing 
to  the  water  not  finding  its  way  to  the  pumps  through  the 
coals  that  lay  in  the  bottom  of  the  room.  For  after  the 
water  was  baled  out,  which  employed  us  till  midnight,  and 
had  found  its  way  direiflly  from  the  leak  to  the  pumps,  it 
appeared  that  one  pump  kept  it  under,  which  gave  us  no 
fmall  fatisfa&ion.  In  the  evening,  the  wind  veered  to  the 
South,  and  its  fury,  in  fome  degree,  ceafed.  On  this,  we 
fet  the  main-fail,  and  two  topfails  clofe-reefed,  and  flretched 
to  the  Weftward.  But  at  eleven  o’clock,  the  gale  again  in- 
creafed,  and  obliged  us  to  take  in  the  topfails,  till  five 
ToefJjy  28.  o’clock  the  next  morning,  when  the  ftorm  began  to  abate  ; 
fo  that  we  could  bear  to  fet  them  again. 

The  weather  now  began  to  clear  up ; and,  being  able  to  fee 
feveral  leagues  round  us,  I fleered  more  to  the  Northward. 

At 
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At  noon,  the  latitude,  by  obfervation,  was  50“  1' ; Ion-  *77*» 

t ApnJ. 

gitude  329°  26'*.  I now  fleered  North  Weft  by  North,  with  ' — * — *■* 
a frefli  gale  at  South  South  Eaft,  and  fair  weather.  But 
at  nine  in  the  evening,  it  began  again  to  blow  hard,  and 
in  fqualls  with  rain.  With  fuch  weather,  and  the  wind  be- 
tween South  South  Eaft  and  South  Weft,  I continued  the 
fame  courfe  till  the  30th,  at  four  in  the  morning,  when  I Thurflay  30. 
fleered  North  by  Weft,  in  order  to  make  the  land.  I re- 
gretted very  much  indeed  that  I could  not  do  it  fooner,  for 
this  obvious  reafon,  that  wc  were  now  palling  the  place 
where  geographers  f have  placed  the  pretended  ftrait  of  Ad- 
miral de  Fonte.  For  my  own  part,  I give  no  credit  to  fuch 
vague  and  improbable  flories,  that  carry  their  own  con- 
futation along  with  them.  Neverthelefs,  I was  very  defirous 
of  keeping  the  American  coaft  aboard,  in  order  to  clear 
up  this  point  beyond  difpute.  But  it  would  have  been  high- 
ly imprudent  in  me,  to  have  engaged  with' the  land  in  wea- 
ther fo  exceedingly  tempeftuous,  or  to  have  loft  the  advan- 
tage of  a fair  wind,  by  waiting  for  better  weather.  This 
fame  day  at  noon  we  were  in  the  latitude  of  53'  22',  and  in 
the  longitude  of  225°  14'. 

The  next  morning,  being  the  ifl  of  May,  feeing  nothing  of  May. 
the  land,  I fleered  North  Eaftcrly,  with  a frefli  breeze  at  South  Frl<!,>'  *' 
South  Eaft  and  South,  with  fqualls  and  fhowers  of  rain 
and  hail.  Our  latitude  at  noon  was  54°  43',  and  our  lon- 
gitude 224°  44'.  At  feven  in  the  evening,  being  in  the  la- 
titude of  55°  20',  we  got  fight  of  the  land,  extending  from 

• As  in  the  remaining  part  of  this  Volume,  the  Latitude  and  Longitude  arc  very 
frequently  fet  down  ; the  former  being  invariably  North,  and  the  latter  Eaft,  the  con- 
ftant  repetition  of  the  two  words,  Narth  and  EaJ}y  has  been  omitted,  to  avoid  unne« 
ccilary  prccifion. 

t See  Dc  Lifle’s  Carte  Gintralt  dti  DecoirwrltJ  cU  V Amlral  de  Fontey  &c.  Paris. 

17525  and  many  other  Maps. 
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North  North  Eaft  to  Eaft,  or  Eaft  by  Souili,  about  twelve  or 
fourteen  leagues  diftant.  An  hour  after,  I fleered  North  by 
Weft ; and  at  four  the  next  morning,  the  coaft  was  feen  from 
North  by  Weft  to  South  Eaft,  the  ncareft  part  about  fix 
leagues  diftant  *. 

At  this  time  the  Northern  point  of  an  inlet,  or  what  ap- 
peared to  be  one,  bore  Eaft  by  South.  It  lies  in  the  latitude  of 
56°;  and  from  it  to  the  Northward,  the  coaft  feemed  to  be 
much  broken,  forming  bays  and  harbours  every  two  or 
three  leagues  ; or  elfc  appearances  much  deceived  us.  At 
fix  o’clock,  drawing  nearer  the  land,  I fleered  North  Weft 
by  North,  this  being  the  direction  of  the  coaft  j having  a 
frelh  gale  at  South  Eaft,  with  fomc  (bowers  of  hail,  fnow 
and  fleet.  Between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock,  we  palled  a 
group  of  fmall  iflands  lying  under  the  main  land,  in  the  la- 
titude of  56°  4S' ; and  off,  or  rather  to  the  Northward  of, 
the  South  point  of  a large  bay.  An  arm  of  this  bay,  in  the 
Northern  part  of  it,  feemed  to  extend  in  toward  the  North, 
behind  a round  elevated  mountain  that  lies  between  it  and 
the  fca.  This  mountain  I called  Mount  EJgtcumbe ; and  the 
point  of  land  that  (hoots  out  from  it,  Cafe  EJ^ccumbe.  The 
latter  lies  in  the  latitude  of  57°  3',  and  in  the  longitude 
of  2240  7';  and,  at  noon,  it  bore  North  20°  Weft,  fix  leagues 
diftant. 

• This  mud  be  very  near  that  part  of  the  American  coaft,  where  Tfchcrikow  an- 
chored in  1741.  For  Muller  places  its  latitude  in  56*.  Had  this  Ruffian  navigator 
been  fo  fortunate  as  to  proceeJ  a little  farther  NTorthward  along  the  coaft,  he  woulJ 
have  found,  as  we  now  learn  from  Captain  Cook,  buys,  and  harbours,  and  iflands, 
where  his  fbip  might  have  been  (hcltcred,  and  his  people  protected  in  landing.  For  the 
particulars  of  the  misfortunes  he  met  with  here,  two  boats  crews,  which  he  fent  afhore, 
having  never  returned,  probably  cut  oft'  by  the  natives,  fee  AfulUr't  Dictuverltt  tU 
RuJ/is,  p.  248.  254.  The  Spaniards,  in  177s*  found  two  good  harbours  on  this 
part  of  the  coaft  $ that  called  GuaUupt , in  latitude  57®  1 1%  and  the  other,  De  Us 
J Rt/rjJioSy  in  latitude  57°  18'. 
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The  land,  except  in  fomc  places  clofe  to  the  fea,  is  all  of 
a confiderable  height,  and  hilly;  but  Mount  Edgcumbe  far 
out-tops  all  the  other  hills.  It  was  wholly  covered  with 
fnow;  as  were  alfo  all  the  other  elevated  hills;  but  the 
lower  ones,  and  the  flatter  fpots,  bordering  upon  the  fea, 
were  free  from  it,  and  covered  with  wood. 


As  we  advanced  to  the  North,  we  found  the  coaft  from 
Cape  Edgcumbe  to  trend  to  North  and  North  Eaflcrly  for 
fix  or  feven  leagues,  and  there  form  a large  bay.  In  the 
entrance  of  that  bay  are  fome  iflands  ; for  which  reafon  I 
named  it  the  Bay  of  IJlands.  It  lies  in  the  latitude  of  57'  20'* ; 
and  feemed  to  branch  into  feveral  arms,  one  of  which  turned 
to  the  South,  and  may  probably  communicate  with  the  bay 
on  the  Eaft  fide  of  Cape  Edgcumbe,  and  make  the  land  of 
that  Cape  an  ifland.  At  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  the 
Cape  bore  South  Eaft  half  South;  the  Bay  of  Iflands  North 
530  Eaft;  and  another  inlet,  before  which  are  alfo  fomc 
iflands,  bore  North  52°  Eaft,  five  leagues  diftanr.  I conti- 
nued to  fleer  North  North  Weft,  half  Weft,  and  North  Weft 
by  Weft,  as  the  coaft  trended,  with  a fine  gale  at  North  Eaft, 
and  clear  weather. 


At  half  an  hour  pad  four  in  the  morning,  on  the  3d,  Sunday;. 
Mount  Edgcumbe  bore  South  34'  Eaft  ; a large  inlet,  North 
50°  Eaft,  diftant  fix  leagues  ; and  the  moll  advanced  point  of 
the  land,  to  the  North  Weft,  lying  under  a very  high  peaked 
mountain,  which  obtained  the  name  of  Mount  Fair  Weather, 

. bore  North  32°  Weft.  The  inlet  was  named  Croft  Sound,  as 
being  firll  feen  on  that  day,  fo  marked  in  our  calendar.  It 


• It  thould  feem,  that  in  this  very  bay,  the  Spaniards,  in  177s,  found  their  port 
which  they  call  Dt  let  Remedies.  The  latitude  is  exactly  the  fame ; and  their  Journal 
mentions  its  being  protected  by  a long  ridge  of  high  if.dmls.  See  Xlfcellanin  by  the 
Honourable  D nines  Barrington,  p.  503,  504. 

Vox..  II.  Y y appeared 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  TO 

appeared  cot  ranch  in  fevcral  arms,  the  larged  of  which 
turned  to  the  Northward.  The  South  Eaft  point  of  this 
Sound  is  a high  promontory,  which  obtained  the  name  of 
Crofi  Cape.  It  lies  in  the  latitude  of  57°  57',  and  its  longi- 
tude is  223°  21'.  At  noon  it  bore  South  Had;  and  the  point, 
under  the  peaked  mountain,  which  was  called  Cape  Fair 
Weather,  North  by  Wed  a quarter  Wed,  didant  thirteen 
leagues.  Our  latitude  at  this  time,  was  58°  17',  and  our 
longitude  222°  14';  and  we  were  didant  from  the  fhore 
three  or  four  leagues.  In  this  lituation  we  found  the  varia- 
tion of  the  compafs  to  be  from  24*  1 x'  to  26°  1 1'  Ead. 

Here  the  North  Ead  wind  left  us,  and  was  fuccceded  by 
light  breezes  from  the  North  Wed,  which  laded  for  feveral 
days,  ldood  to  the  South  Wed,  and  Wed  South  Wed,  till  eight 
Monday.  o’clock  the  next  morning,  when  we  tacked,  and  dood  to- 
ward the  fliorc.  At  noon,  the  latitude  was  58*  22',  and  the 
longitude  220°  45'.  Mount  Fair  Weather,  the  peaked  moun- 
tain over  the  cape  of  the  fame  name,  bore  North,  63  Ead; 
the  Ihore  under  it  twelve  leagues  didant.  This  mountain, 
which  lies  in  the  latitude  of  58*52',  and  in  the  longitude  of 
222°,  and  five  leagues  inland,  is  the.highed  of  a chain,  or 
rather  a ridge,  of  mountains,  that  rife  at  the  North  Wed 
entrance  of  Crofs  Sound,  and  extend  to  the  North  Wed, 
in  a parallel  direction  with  the  coad.  Thefc  mountains 
were  wholly  covered  with  fnow,  from  the  highed  fummit 
down  to  the  fea-coad;  fomc  few  places  excepted,  where 
we  could  perceive  trees  rifing,  as  it  were,  out  of  the  fea ; 
and  which,  therefore,  we  fuppofed,  grew  on  low  land,  or 
an  idands  bordering  upon  the  fhore  of  the  continent  *. 

At 

* According  to  Muller,  Bcering  fell  in  with  the  coai^of  North  America,  in  lati- 
tude 58'  28'  j and  he  dcicribcs  its  alpcct  thus : “ L'aJptB  du  fayt  ttsit  •jfrayant  par 
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At  five  in  the  afternoon,  our  latitude  being  then  58’  53', 

and  our  longitude  220*  52' ; the  fummit  of  an  elevated  ' — — • 

mountain  appeared  above  the  horizon,  bearing  North, 

26'  Weil ; and,  as  was  afterward  found,  forty  leagues  diftant. 

We  fuppofed  it  to  be  Bccring’s  Mount  St.  Elias  ; and  it  Hands  , 
by  that  name  in  our  chart. 

This  day  we  faw  feveral  whales,  feals,  and  porpoifes ; 
many  gulls,  and  feveral  flocks  of  birds,  which  had  a black 
ring  about  the  head ; the  tip  of  the  tail,  and  upper  part  of 
the  wings  with  a black  band ; and  the  red  blueilh  above, 
and  white  below.  We  alfo  faw  a brownilh  duck,  with  a 
black  dr  deep  blue  head  and  neck,  fitting  upon  the  water. 

Having  but  light  winds,  with  fomc  calms,  we  advanced  WcdtKf-  *• 
flowly  j fo  that,  on  the  6th  at  noon,  we  were  only  in  the 
latitude  of  59*  8',  and  in  the  longitude  of  220°  19'.  Mount 
, Fair  Weather  bore  South,  63°  Eaft,  and  Mount  Elias  North, 

30°  Weft  ; the  neareft  land  about  eight  leagues  diftant.  In 
the  direction  of  North,  470  Eaft  from  this  ftation,  there  was 
the  appearance  of  a bay,  and  an  ifland  ofif  the  South  point  of 
it,  that  was  covered  with  wood.  It  is  here  where  I fuppofe 
Commodore  Peering  to  have  anchored.  The  latitude,  which 
is  59°  18',  corrcfponds  pretty  well  with' the  map  of  his  voy- 
age*, and  the  longitude  is  221°  Eaft.  Behind  the  bay  (which 
I fhaU  diftinguifh  by  the  name  of  Beering’s  Bay,  in  honour  of 
its  difeoverer),  or  rather  to  the  South  of  it,  the  chain  of 
mountains  before  mentioned,  is  interrupted  by  a plain  of  a 
few  leagues  extent  ; beyond  which  the  fight  was  unlimit- 

“ ft:  haute:  mtntagnt:  converts!  tie  niege •*'  The  chain,  or  riugc  of  mountains,  co- 
vered with  fnow,  mentioned  here  by  Captain  Cook,  in  tha  lame  latitude,  cx-;l!y 
agrees  with  what  Becring  met  with.  Sec  Muller’s  Voyage:  et  Dectttverit:  des  RuJJl:y 

?. ‘248 -2  54. 

• Probably,  Captain  Cook  means  Mullers  map,  prefixed  to  his  Hi  (lory  of  the 
Ruffian  Difcovcrics. 
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'77*-  cd ; fo  that  there  is  either  a level  country  or  water  behind 
J — > it.  In  the  aficrnoon,  having  a few  hours  calm,  I took  this 
opportunity  to  found,  and  found  feventy  fathoms  water 
over  a muddy  bottom.  The  calm  was  fuccccdcd  by  a light 
breeze  from  the  North,  with  which  we  flood  to  the  Weft- 
Thurfday7.  ward  ; and  at  noon  the  next  day,  we  were  in  the  latitude  of 
59°  27',  and  the  longitude  of  219*  7'.  In  this  fituation,  Mount 
Fair  Weather  bore  South,  7o°Eaft;  Mount  St.  Elias,  North, 
half  Weft ; the  Wcftcrnmoft  land  in  fight,  North,  52*  Weft  •, 
and  our  diftancc  from  the  fhore  four  or  five  leagues  •,  the 
depth  of  water  being  eighty-two  fathoms  over  a muddy 
bottom.  From  this  flat  ion  we  could  fee  a bay  (circular  to 
appearance)  under  the  high  land,  with  low  wood-land  oa 
each  fide  of  it. 

We  now  found  the  coaft  to  trend  very  much  to  the  Weft, 
inclining  hardly  any  thing  to  the  North ; and  as  we  had  the 
wind  moftly  from  the  Weftward,  and  but  little  of  it,  our 
Saturday  9.  progrefs  was  flow.  On  the  9th  at  noon,  the  latitude  was 
59*  30',  and  the  longitude  217“.  In  this  fituation  the  neareft 
land  was  nine  leagues  diftant:  and  Mount  St.  Elias  bore 
North,  30“  Eaft,  nineteen  leagues  diftant.  This  mountain 
lies  twelve  leagues  inland,  in  the  latitude  of  60°  27',  and  in 
the  longitude  of  219°.  It  belongs  to  a ridge  of  exceedingly 
high  mountains,  that  may  be  reckoned  a continuation  of 
the  former ; as  they  are  only  divided  from  them  by  the  plain 
above  mentioned.  They  extend  as  far  to  the  Weft  as  the 
longitude  of  217";  where,  although  they  do  not  end,  they 
lofe  much  of  their  height,  and  become  more  broken  and 
divided. 

Sjnduy  10.  At  noon  on  the  10th,  our  latitude  was  59*51'  and  our  lon- 
gitude 215’  56',  being  no  more  than  three  leagues  from  the 
2 coaft 
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coaft  of  the  continent,  which  extended  from  Eaft  half  North,  !£'*• 
to  North  Weft  half  Weft,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach.  To  , — 

the  Weftward  of  this  lad  direction  was  an  ifland  that  extend- 
ed from  North,  520  Weft,  to  South,  85°  Weft,  diftant  fix 
leagues.  A point  fhoots  out  from  the  main  toward  the 
North  Eaft  end  of  the  ifland,  bearing,  at  this  time,  North, 

30°  Weft,  five  or  fix  leagues  diftant.  This  point  I named 
Off  Suckling.  The  point  of  the  Cape  is  low  j but  within  it,  is 
a tolerably  high  hill,  which  is  disjoined  from  the  moun- 
tains by  low  land  ; fo  that,  at  a diftancc,  the  Cape  looks  like 
an  ifland.  On  the  North  fide  of  Cape  Suckling  is  a bay  that 
appeared  to  be  of  fome  extent,  and  to  be  covered  from  moft 
winds.  To  this  bay  I had  fome  thoughts  of  going  to  flop 
our  leak,  as  all  our  endeavours  to  do  it  at  fea  had  proved 
incfTcftual.  With  this  view,  I fleered  foe  the  Cape  ; but  as 
we  had  only  variable  light  breezes,  we  approached  it  flowly. 
However,  before  night,  we  were  near  enough  to  fee  fome 
low  land  fpitting  out  from  the  Cape  tb  the  North  Weft,  fo  as 
to  cover  the  Eaft  part  of  the  bay  from  the  South  wind.  We 
alfo  faw  fome  fmall  iflands  in  the  bay,  and  elevated  rocks 
between  the  C.ipc  and  the  North  Eaft  end  of  the  ifland.  But 
ftill  there  appeared  to  be  a paflage  on  both  fulcs  of  thefc 
rocks  ; and  1 continued  fleering  for  them  all  night,  having 
from  forty-three  to  twenty-feven  fathoms  water  over  a 
muddy  bottom. 

At  four  o’clock  next  morning,  the  wind,  which  had  been  Monday 
moftly  at  North  Eaft,  fhifted  to  North.  This  being  againft 
us,  1 gave  up  the  defign  of  going  within  the  ifland,  or  into 
the  bay,  as  neither  could  be  done  without  lofs  of  time.  I 
therefore  bore  up  for  the  Weft  end  of  the  ifland.  The  wind 
blew  faint;  and  at  ten  o’clock  it  fell  calm.  Being  not  far 
from  the  ifland,  I went  in  a boat,  and  landed  upon  it,  with 
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a view  of  feeing  what  lay  on  the  other  fide  ; but  finding  it 
farther  to  the  hills  than  I expefted,  and  the  way  being  fleep 
and  woody,  1 was  obliged  to  drop  the  defign.  At  the  foot  of 
a tree,  on  a little  eminence  not  far  from  the  lliore,  I left  a 
bottle,  with  a paper  in  it,  cn  which  were  inferibed  the  names 
of  the  (hips,  and  the  date  of  our  difeovery.  And  along  with 
, it,  I incloted  two  filver  twopenny  pieces  of  his  Majefty’s  coin, 
of  the  date  1 772.  Thcfe,  with  many  others,  were  furnilhed 
me  by  the  Reverend  Dr.  Kaye  * ; and,  as  a mark  of  my  efteem 
and  regard  tor  that  gentleman,  I named  the  ifland,  after 
him,  Kayes  ljl.md.  It  is  eleven  or  twelve  leagues  in  length, 
in  the  diredfion  of  North  fall  and  South  Weft;  but  its 
breadth  is  not  above  a league,  or  a league  and  a half,  in  any 
part  of  it.  The  South  Weft  point,  which  lies  in  the  latitude 
of  S9°  4</»  and  the  longitude  of  216*  5S',  is  very  remark- 
able, being  a naked  rock,  -elevated  confidcrably  above  the 
land  within  it.  There  is  alfo  an  elevated  rock  lying  ofT  it, 
which,  from  fomc  points  of  view,  appears  like  a ruined 
caftle.  Toward  the  fea,  the  ifland  terminates  in  a kind  of 
bare  Hoping  cliffs,  with  a beach,  only  a few  paces  acrofs  to 
their  foot,  of  large  pebble  ftones,  intermixed  in  fome  places 
with  a brownifti  clayey  fand,  which  the  fea  feems  to  dc- 
pofit  after  rolling  in,  having  been  waflied  down  from  the 
higher  parts,  by  the  rivulets  or  torrents.  The  cliffs  are 
compofed  of  a blucilh  (lone  or  rock,  in  a foft  or  mouldering 
(late,  except  in  a few  places.  There  arc  parts  of  the  (hore 
interrupted  by  fmall  vallies  and  gullies.  In  each  of  thefe, 
a rivulet  or  torrent  ruffics  down  with  confulerablc  impetu- 
ofity  ; though  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  they  are  only  fur- 
nifhed  from  the  fnow,  and  laft  no  longer  than  till  it  is  all 

• Then  Sub-almoncr,  and  Chaplain  to  his  Majclty,  now  Dean  of  Lincoln. 
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melted.  Thefe  vallics  arc  filled  with  pine-trees,  which  '77*; 
grow  down  clofe  to  the  entrance,  but  only  to  about  half  ’ — *- — 
way  up  the  higher  or  middle  part  of  the  illand.  The  woody 
part  alfo  begins,  every  where,  immediately  above  the  cliffs, 
and  is  continued  to  the  fame  height  with  the  former ; fo 
that  the  illand  is  covered,  as  it  were,  with  a broad  girdle  of 
wood,  fpread  upon  its  fide,  included  between  the  top  of  the 
cliffy  fhore,  and  the  higher  parts  in  the  centre.  The  trees, 
however,  arc  far  from  being  of  an  uncommon  growth ; 
few.  appearing  to  be  larger  than  one  might  grafp  round 
with  his  arms,  and  about  forty  or  fifty  feet  high ; fo  that 
the  only  purpofe  they  could  anfwer  for  fhipping,  would  be 
to  make  topgallant-malls,  and  other  fmall  things.  How 
far  we  may  judge  of  the  fizc  of  the  trees  which  grow  on 
the  neighbouring  continent,  it  may  be  difficult  to  deter- 
mine.  But  it  was  obferved,  that  none  larger  than  thofe  we 
faw  growing,  lay  upon  the  beach  amongfl  the  drift  wood. 

The  pine-trees  feemed  all  of  one  fort;  and  there  was 
neither  the  tanadian  pine,  nor  cyprefs  to  be  feen.  But  there 
were  a few  which  appeared  to  be  the  alder,  that  were  but 
fmall,  and  had  not  yet  fhot  forth  their  leaves.  Upon  the 
edges  of  the  cliffs,  and  on  fomc  Hoping  ground,  the  furface 
was  covered  with  a kind  of  turf,  about  half  a foot  thick ; 
which  feemed  compofed  of  the  common  mofs;  and  the  top, 
or  upper  part  of  the  illand  had  almoft  the  fame  appearance 
as  to  colour;  but  whatever  covered  it  feemed  to  be  thicker. 

I found  amongfl  the  trees  fomc  currant  and  hawberry 
bullies;  a fmall  yellow-flowered  violet ; and  the  leaves  of 
fome  other  plants  not  yet  in  flower,  particularly  one  which 
Mr.  Andcrfon  fuppofcd  to  be  the  herackum  of  I.innxus,  the 
fwcct  herb,  <frhich  Stcller,  who  attended  Bccring,  imagined 

the 
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the  Americans  here  drefs  for  food,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  natives  of  KamtGchatka*. 

We  faw,  flying  about  the  wood,  a crow ; two  or  three  of 
the  white-headed  eagles  mentioned  at  Nootka;  and  another 
fort  full  as  large,  which  appeared  alfo  of  the  fame  colour, 
or  blacker,  and  had  only  a white  bread.  In  the  paffage 
from  the  fliip  to  the  fliore,  we  faw  a great  many  fowls  fit- 
ting upon  the  water,  or  flying  about  in  flocks  or  pairs  ; the 
chief  of  which  were  a few  quebrantahucilcs ; divers;  ducks, 
or  large  pctcrels  ; gulls  ; fliags  ; and  burres.  The  divers 
were  of  two  forts ; one  very  large,  of  a black  colour,  with 
a white  bread  and  belly ; the  other  fmallcr,  and  with  a 
longer  and  more  pointed  bill,  which  feemed  to  be  the  com- 
mon guillemot.  The  ducks  were  alfo  of  two  forts ; one 
brownilh,  with  a black  or  deep  blue  head  and  neck,  and  is 
perhaps  the  done  duck  deferibed  by  Steller.  The  others  fly 
in  larger  flocks,  but  arc  fmaller  than  thefe,  and  are  of  a 
dirty  black  colour.  The  gulls  were  of  the  common  fort, 
and  thofe  which  fly  in  flocks.  The  fliag3  were  large  and 
black,  with  a white  fpot  behind  the  wings  as  they  flew;  but 
probably  only  the  larger  water  cormorant.  There  was 
alfo  a Angle  bird  feen  flying  about,  to  appearance  of  the 
gull  kind,  of  a fnowy  white  colour,  with  black  along  part 
of  the  upper  fide  of  its  wings.  I Owe  all  thefe  remarks  to 
Mr.  Anderfon.  At  the  place  where  we  landed,  a fox  came 
from  the  verge  of  the  wood,  and  eyed  us  with  very  little 
emotion,  walking  leifurely  without  any  figns  of  fear.  He 
was  of  a reddifli-ycliow  colour,  like  fome  of  the  Ikins  we 
bought  at  Nootka,  but  not  of  a large  fize.  Wc  alfo  faw  two 
pr  three  little  feals  off  fliore ; but  no  other  animals  or 


• See  Muller,  p.  256. 
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birds' ; nor  the  lcaft  figns  of  inhabitants  having  ever  been 
upon  the  ifland. 

I returned  on  board  at  half  part  two  in  the  afternoon ; 
and,  with  a light  breeze  Eafterly,  fleered  for  the  South  Well 
of  the  ifland,  which  we  got  round  by  eight  o’clock,  and 
then  flood  for  the  W^flernmoft  land  now  in  fight,  which,  at 
this  time,  bore  North  Weft  half  North. > On  the  North  Weft 
fide  of  the  North  Eaft  end  of  Kaye’s  Ifland,  lies  another 
ifland,  flretching  South  Eaft  and  North  Weft  about  three 
leagues,  to  within  the  fame  diflance  of  the  North  Well 
boundary  of  the  bay  above  mentioned,  which  is  dilliu- 
guifhed  by  the  name  of  Comptroller's  Buy. 

Nest  morning,  at  four  o’clock,  Kaye’s  Ifland  was  ftill  in  TuefJay 
fight,  bearing  Eaft  a quarter  South.  At  this  time,  wc  were 
about  four  or  five  leagues  from  the  main  ; and  the  moft 
Weftern  part  in  fight  bore  North  Weft  half  North.  Wc  had 
now  a frefh  gale  at  Eaft  South  Eaft  ; and  as  we  advanced  to 
the  North  Weft,  we  railed  land  more  and  more  Wefterly ; 
and,  at  laft,  to  the  Southward  of  Weft;  fo  that,  at  noon, 
when  the  latitude  was  6t*  it',  and  the  longitude  1 13*  38', 
the  moft  advanced  land  bore  from  us  South  Weft  by  Weft 
half  Weft.  At  the  fame  time,  the  Eaft  point  of  a large  inlet 
bore  Weft  North  Weft,  three  leagues  diftant. 

From  Comptroller’s  Bay  to  this  point,  which  I name  Cape 
Hincl/mghrcke , the  direction  of  the  coaft  is  nearly  F.aft  and 
Weft.  Beyond  this,  it  feemed  to  incline  to  the  Southward  ; 
a direction  fo  contrary  to  the  modern  charts  founded  upon 
the  late  Ruffian  difeoveries,  that  we  had  reafon  to  expert 
that,  by  (he  inlet  before  us,  we  fliould  find  a paflage  to  the 
North  -,  and  that  the  land  to  the  Weft  and  South  Weft  was 
nothing  but  a group  of  iflands.  Add  to  this,  that  the  wind 
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was  now  at  South  Eaft,  and  we  were  threatened  with  a fog 
and  a ftorm ; and  I wanted  to  get  into  fome  place  to  flop  the 
leak,  before  we  encountered  another  gale.  Thefe  rcafons 
induced  me  to  fleer  for  the  inlet,  which  we  had  no  fooncr 
reached,  than  the  weather  became  fo  foggy,  that  we  could 
not  fee  a mile  before  us,  and  it  became  neceflary  to  fecure 
the  fhips  in  fome  place,  to  wait  for  a clearer  Iky.  With  this 
view,  I hauled  clofe  under  Cape  Hinchingbroke,  and  an- 
chored before  a fmall  cove,  a little  within  the  Cape,  in  eight 
fathoms  water,  a clayey  bottom,  and  about  a quarter  of  a 
mile  from  the  Ihore. 

The  boats  were  then  hoifted  out,  fome  to  found,  and  others 
to  fi£h.  The  feine  was  drawn  in  the  cove ; but  without  fuc- 
cefs,  for  it  was  torn.  At  fome  fhort  intervals,  the  fog 
cleared  away,  and  gave  us  a fight  of  the  lands  around  us. 
The  Cape  bore  South  by  Weft  half  Weft,  one  league  diftant ; 
the  Weft  point  of  the  inlet  South  Weft  by  Weft,  diftant  five 
leagues  ; and  the  land  on  that  fide  extended  as  far  as  Weft 
by  North.  Between  this  point  and  North  Weft  by  Weft,  we 
could  fee  no  land ; and  what  was  in  the  laftdiredtion  feemed 
to  be  at  a great  diflance.  The  Wefternmoft  point  we  had  in  - 
fight  on  the  North  Ihore,  bore  North  North  Weft  half  Weft, 
two  leagues  diftant.  Between  this  point,,  and  the  fhorc 
under  which  we  were  at  anchor,  is  a bay  about  three  leagues 
deep  ; on  the  South  Eaft  fide  of  which  there  arc  two  or  three 
coves,  fuch  as  that  before  which  we  had  anchored ; and  in 
the  middle  fome  rocky  iflands. 

To  thefe  iflands  Mr.  Gore  was  fent  in  a boat,  in  hopes 
of  fliooting  fome  eatable  birds.  But  he  had  hardly  got 
to  them,  before  about  twenty  natives  made  their  appear- 
ance in  two  large  canoes ; on.  which  he  thought  proper 
' to. 
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to  return  to  the  fhips,  and  they  followed  him.  They  would  *r?8- 

not  venture  along-lide,  but  kept  at  fome  diftance,  hollowing  « j 

aloud,  and  alternately  clafping  and  extending  their  arms; 
and,  in  a fliort  time,  began  a kind  of  fong  exactly  after  the 
manner  of  thofe  at  Nootka.  Their  heads  were  alio  powdered 
with  feathers.  One  man  held  out  a white  garment,  which 
we  interpreted  as  a Cgn  of  friendihip ; and  another  flood  up 
in  the  canoe,  quite  naked,  for  almoft  a quarter  of  an  hour, 
with  his  arms  ftretched  out  like  a crofs,  and  motionlcfs. 

The  canoes  were  not  conflruifted  of  wood,  as  at  King 
George’s  or  Nootka  Sound.  The  frame  only,  being  flender 
laths,  was  of  that  fubflancc ; the  outfide  confifting  of  the 
fkins  of  feals,  or  of  fuch  like  animals.  Though  we  returned 
all  their  figns  of  friendihip,  and,  by  every  expreflive  geflure, 
tried  to  encourage  them  to  come  along-ftde,  we  could  not 
prevail.  Some  of  our  people  repeated  fcvcral  of  the  com- 
mon words  of  the  Nootka  language,  fuch  as  fcekcmailc,  and 
rnahook ; but  they  did  not  feem  to  underfland  them.  After 
receiving  fome  prefents,  which  were  thrown  to  them,  they 
retired  toward  that  part  of  the  ihorc  from  whence  they 
came  ; giving  us  to  underfland  by  figns,  that  they  would 
vifit  us  again  the  next  morning.  Two  of  them,  however, 
each  in  a fmall  canoe,  waited  upon  us  in  the  night ; pro- 
bably with  a deiign  to  pilfer  fomething,  thinking  we  ihould 
be  all  afleepj  for  they  retired  as  foon  as  they  found  them- 
felves  difeovered. 

During  the  night,  the  wind  was  at  South  South  Eaft, 
blowing'hard  and  in  fqualls,  with  rain,  and  very  thick  wea- 
ther. At  ten  o’clock  next  morning,  the  wind  became  more  weJntf.  it. 
moderate,  and  the  weather  being  fomewhat  clearer,  we  got 
under  fail,  in  order  to  look  out  for  fome  fnug  place,  where 
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Mn-’  wc  m'Sht  ^carc^  f°r.  and  flop  the  leak ; our  prcfent  Ration 
e.  , ' ’ / being  too  much  cxpofed  for  this  purpofe.  At  <irlt>  I propofcd 
to  have  gone  up  the  bay,  before  which  we  had  anchored ; but 
the  ckarnefs  of  the  weather  tempted  me  to  fleer  to  the 
Northward,  farther  up  the  great  inlet,  as  being  all  in  our 
way.  As  foon  as  we  had  parted  the  North  Weft  point  of  the 
bay  above  mentioned,  we  found  the  coaft  on  that  fide  to 
turn  fhort  to  the  Eaftward.  I did  not  follow  it,  but  con- 
tinued our  courfe  to  the  North,  for  a point  of  land  which 
we  faw  in  that  direction. 

The  natives  who  vifited  us  the  preceding  evening,  came 
off  again  in  the  morning,  in  five  or  fix  canoes ; but  not  till 
we  were  under  fail ; and  although  they  followed  us  for 
fome  time,  they  could  not  get  up  with  us.  Before  two  in 
the  afternoon,  the  bad  weather  returned  again,  with  fo 
thick  a haze,  that  we  could  fee  no  other  land  befides  the 
point  juft  mentioned,  which  we  reached  at  half  part  four, 
and  found  it  to  be  a fmall  iftand,  lying  about  two  miles 
from  the  adjacent  coaft,  being  a point  of  land,  on  the  Eaft 
fide  of  which  we  difeovered  a fine  bay,  or  rather  harbour. 
To  this  we  plied  up,  under  reefed  topfails  and  courfcs.  The 
wind  blew  ftrong  at  South  Eaft,  and  in  cxcertively  hard 
fqualls,  with  rain.  At  intervals,  we  could  fee  land  in  every 
direction  ; but  in  general  the  weather  was  fo  foggy,  that  we 
could  fee  none  but  the  fhorcs  of  the  bay  into  which  we 
were  plying.  In  parting  the  iftand,  the  depth  of  water  was 
twenty-fix  fathoms,  with  a muddy  bottom.  Soon  after,  the 
depth  incrcafcd  to  fixty  and  feventy  fathoms,  a rocky  bot- 
tom ; but  in  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  the  depth  was  from 
thirty  to  fix  fathoms ; the  lad  v;ry  near  the  fhorc.  At 
length,  at  eight  o’clock,  the  violence  of  the  fqualls  obliged 
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us  to  anchor  in  thirteen  fathoms,  before  we  had  got  fo  far  into  '??*• 
the  bay  as  I intended ; but  we  thought  ourfelves  fortunate  \ — 
that  we  had  already  fufficiently  fecured  ourfelves  at  this 
hour;  for  the  night  was  exceedingly  ftormy. 

* The  weather,  bad  as  it  was,  did  not  hinder  three  of  the 
natives  from  paying  us  a viCt.  They  came  oif  in  two  ca- 
noes ; two  men  in  one,  and  one  in  the  other ; being  the 
number  each  could  carry.  For  they  were  built  and  con- 
flrudtcd  in  the  fame  manner  with  ihofe  of  the  Efquimaux ; 
only,  in  the  one  were  two  holes  for  two  men  to  fit  in } and 
in  the  other  but  one.  Each  of  thefe  men  had  a flick,  about 
three  feet  long,  with  the  large  feathers  or  wing  of  birds 
tied  to  it,  Thefe  they  frequently  held  up  to  us ; with  a 
view,  as  we  guelled,  toexprefs  their  pacific  difpofition*. 

The  treatment  thefe  men  met  with,  induced  many  more  Tiiurfjjy  >4, 
to  vifit  us,  between  one  and  two  the  next  morning,  in  both 
great  and  fmall  canoes.  Some  ventured  on  board  the  fhip; 
but  not  till  fome  of  our  people  had  flopped  into  their  boats. 

Amongft  ihofe* who  came  on  board,  was  a good-looking 
middle-aged  man,  whom  we  afterward  found  to  be  the 
Chief.  lie  was  clothed  in  a drefs  made  of  the  fea-otter's 
fkin ; and  had  on  his  head  fuch  a cap  as  is  worn  by  the 
people  of  King  George’s  Sound,  ornamented  with  fky-blue 
glafs  beads,  about  the  fizc  of  a large  pea.  He  feemed  to  fet 
a much  higher  value  upon  thefe,  than. upon  our  white  glafs 
beads.  Any  fort  of  beads,  however,  appeared  to  be  in  high 
estimation  with  thefe  people  ; and  they  readily  gave  what- 
ever they  had  in  exchange  for  them ; even  their  fine  fea- 

• Exactly  correfpanding  to  this,  was  the  manner  of  receiving  Bccring*!  people,  at 

the  Schumagin  Blands,  on  this  coaiI,  in  Muller's  words  are — “ On  fait  cc 

41  que  e'eft  que  le  Ca!unut>  que  les  Americains  fcptcnlrionaux  prcilntent  en  figne  de 
44  paix.  Ccux-ci  cn  tenoienc  dc  parcils  en  main.  C'cloitit  dcs  batons  avee  ailet  d$ 

**  fauc9n  atuchccs.au  boid.”  DMUvert<t^  p.  268. 
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otter  fkins.  But  here  I mull  obferve,  that  they  fet  no  more 
value  upon  thefe  than  upon  other  ikins,  which  was  alfo  the 
cafe  at  King  George's  Sound,  till  our  people  fet  a higher  price 
upon  them  ; and  even  after  that,  the  natives  of  both  places 
■would  foonerpart  with  a drefs  made  of  thefe,  than  with  one 
made  of  the  fkins  of  wild  cats  or  of  martins. 


Thefe  people  were  alfo  deCrous  of  iron;  but  they  wanted 
pieces  eight  or  ten  inches  long  at  lead,  and  of  the  breadth 
of  three  or  four  fingers.  For  they  abfolutely  rejected  lmaU 
pieces.  Co.ifequently,  they  got  but  little  from  us;  iron 
having,  by  this  time,  become  rather  a fcarcc  article.  The 
points  of  fome  of  their  fpears  or  lances  were  of  that  metal ; 
. others  were  of  copper ; and  a few  of  bone  ; of  which  the 
points  of  their  darts,  arrows,  G?c.  were  compofed.  I could 
not  prevail  upon  the  Chief  to  trull  himfelf  below  the  upper 
deck ; nor  did  he  and  his  companions  remain  long  on  board. 
But  while  we  had  their  company,  it  was  neceflary  to  watch 
them  narrowly,  as  they  foon  betrayed  a thievilh  difpolition. 
At  length,  after  being  about  three  or  four  hours  along-ftde 
the  Refoluiion,  they  all  left  her,  and  went  to  the  Difcovcry ; 
none  having  been  there  before,  except  one  man,  who,  at 
this  time,  came  from  her,  and  immediately  returned  thi- 
ther in  company  with  the  reft.  When  I obferved  this,  I 
thought  this  man  had  met  with  fomething  there,  which  he 
knew  would  pleafe  his  countrymen  better  than  what  they 
met  with  at  our  Chip.  But  in  this  I was  miftaken,  as  will 
foon  appear- 

As  foon  as  they  were  gone,  I fent  a boat  to  found  the  head 
of  the  bay.  For,  as  the  wind  was  moderate,  I had  thoughts 
of  laying  the  (hip  alhore,  if  a convenient  place  could  be 
found  [where  I might  begin  our  operations  to  Hop  the  leak. 
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It  was  not  long  before  all  the  Americans  left  the  Difcovery,  wj*- 

and  inflead  of  returning  to  us,  made  their  way  toward  our  * J— 

boat  employed  as  above.  The  officer  in  her  feeing  this,  re- 
turned to  the  ffiip,  and  was  followed  by  all  the  canoes.  The 
boat's  crew  had  no  fooner  come  on  board,  leaving  in  her 
two  of  their  number  by  way  of  a guard,  than  fomc  of  the 
Americans  ftepped  into  her.  Some  prefented  their  fpears  be- 
fore the  two  men  ; others  call  loofe  the  rope  which  fattened 
her  to  the  ffiip;  and  the  rell  attempted  to  tow  her  away. 

But  the  inftant  they  faw  us  preparing  to  oppofe  them,  they 
let  her  go,  ftepped  out  of  her  into  their  canoes,  and  made 
figns  to  us  to  lay  down  our  arms,  having  the  appearance  of 
being  as  perfectly  unconcerned  as  if  they  had  done  nothing 
amifs.  This,  though  rather  a more  daring  attempt,  was 
hardly  equal  to  what  they  had  meditated  on  board  the  Diff 
covery.  The  man  who  came  and  carried  all  his  country- 
men from  the  Rcfolution  to  the  other  ffiip,  had  firft  been  on 
board  of  her ; where,  after  looking  down  all  the  hatchways, 
and  feeing  nobody  but  the  officer  of  the  watch,  and  one  or 
two  more,  he  no  doubt  thought  they  might  plunder  her 
with  eafe ; efpecially  as  (he  lay  at  fomc  diftance  from  us. 

It  was  unqueftionably  with  this  view,  that  they  all  repaired: 
to  her.  Several  of  them,  without  any  ceremony,  went  on 
board ; drew  their  knives ; made  figns  to  the  officer  and 
people  on  deck  to  keep  off;  and  began  to  lock  about  them 
for  plunder.  The  firft  thing  they  met  with  was  the  rudder 
of  one  of  the  boats,  which  they  threw  over-board,  to  thofe. 
of  their  party  who  had  remained  in  the  canoes.  Before 
they  had  time  to  find  another  object  that  pleafed  their  fancy, 
the  crew  were  alarmed,  and  began  to  come  upon  deck  armed 
with  cutlafles.  On  feeing  this,  the  whole  company  of  plun- 
derers fneaked  off  into  their  canoes,  with  as  much  deli- 
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be  rat  ion  and  indifference  as  they  had  given  up  the  boat ; 
and  they  were  obferved  deferibing  to  thofe  who  had  not 
been  on  board,  how  much  longer  the  knives  of  the  fhip's 
crew  were  than  their  own.  It  was  at  this  time,  that  my  boat 
was  on  the  founding  duty  ; which  they  mull  have  feen  ; for 
they  proceeded  directly  for  her,  after  their  difappointment 
at  the  Difcovery.  I have  not  the  lead  doubt,  that  their  vifit- 
ing  us  fo  very  early  in  the  morning  was  with  a view  to 
plunder ; on  a fuppofuion,  that  they  fhould  find  every  body 
afleep. 

May  we  not,  from  tliefe  circumftances,  reafonably  infer, 
that  tliefe  people  are  unacquainted  with  fire-arms.  For 
certainly,  if  they  had  known  any  thing  of  their  effect,  they 
never  would  have  dared  to  attempt  taking  a boat  from 
under  a fhip’s  guns,  in  the  face  of  above  a hundred  men  ; 
for  moll  of  my  people  were  looking  at  them,  at  the  very  in- 
ftant  they  made  the  attempt.  However,  after  all  thefe  tricks, 
we  had  the  good  fortune  to  leave  them  as  ignorant,  in  this 
refpeot,  as  we  found  them.  For  they  neither  heard  nor  faw 
a mufquet  fired,  unlcfs  at  birds. 

Judas  we  were  going  to  weigh  the  anchor,  to  proceed 
farther  up  the  bay,  it  began  to  blow  and  to  rain  as  hard  as 
before ; fo  that  we  were  obliged  to  bear  away  the  cable 
again,  and  lay  fad.  Toward  the  evening,  finding  that  the 
gale  did  not  moderate,  and  that  it  might  be  fomc  time  be- 
fore an  opportunity  offered  to  get  higher  up,  1 came  to  a re- 
folution  to  heel  the  fhip  where  we  were ; and,  with  this 
view,  moored  her  with  a kedgc-anchor  and  hawfer.  In 
heaving  the  anchor  out  of  the  boat,  one  of  the  feamen, 
either  through  ignorance  or  careleflnefs,  or  both,  was  car- 
ried over  board  by  the  buoy-rope,  and  followed  the  anchor 
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to  the  bottom.  It  is  remarkable,  that,  in  this  very  critical 
flotation,  he  had  prefence  of  mind  to  difcngagc  himfclf,  and 
come  up  to  the  furface  of  the  water,  where  he  was  taken 
up,  with  one  of  his  legs  fractured  in  a dangerous  manner. 

E^rly  the  next  morning,  we  gave  the  fliip  a good  heel  to  '$• 

port,  in  order  to  come  at,  and  flop  the  leak.  On  ripping 
■oil  the  Iheathing,  it  was  found  to  be  in  the  feams,  which 
were  very  open,  both  in  and  under  the  wale ; and,  in  fe- 
veral  places,  not  a bit  of  oakum  in  them.  While  the  car- 
penters were  making  good  thefe  defeats,  we  filled  all  our  < 

empty  water-calks,  at  a llream  hard  by  the  Ihip.  The  wind 
was  now  moderate,  but  the  weather  was  thick  and  hazy, 
with  rain. 

The  natives,  who  left  us  the  preceding  day,  when  the 
bad  weather  came  on,  paid  us  another  vifit  this  morning. 

Thofe  who  came  firft,  were  in  fmall  canoes ; others,  after- 
ward, arrived  in  large  boats ; in  one  of  which  were  twenty 
women,  and  one  man,  befides  children. 

In  the  evening  of  the  t6th,  the  weather  cleared  up  ; and  Saturday  1 6. 
we  then  found  ourfelves  furrounded  on  every  fide  by  land. 

Our  flation  was  on  the  Eaft  fide  of  the  Sound,  in  a place, 
which  in  the  chart  is  diftinguilhed  by  the  name  of  Snug 
Corner  Bay.  And  a very  fnug  place  it  is.  T went,  accompa- 
nied by  fome  of  the  officers,  to  view  the  head  of  it ; and 
we  found  that  it  was  Iheltered  from  all  winds ; with  a depth 
of  water  from  feven  to  three  fathoms  over  a muddy  bottom. 

The  land,  near  the  Ihore,  is  low ; part  clear,  and  part  wood- 
ed. The  clear  ground  was  covered,  two  or  three  feet  thick, 
with  fnow ; but  very  little  lay  in  the  woods.  The  very 
fummits  of  the  neighbouring  hills  were  covered  with 
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>77*-  wood  i but  thole  farther  inland  fecmed  to  be  naked  rocks. 

May. 

>■  -» — j buried  in  l'now. 

The  leak  being  flopped,  and  the  flieathing  made  good 
Sunday  17.  over  it,  at  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  17th,  we 
weighed,  and  fleered  to  the  North-weftward,  with  a light 
breeze  at  Eaft  North  Eaftj  thinking,  if  there  fhould  be  any 
paflage  to  the  North  through  this  inlet,  that  it  muft  be  in 
that  dirctftion.  Soon  after  we  were  under  fail,  the  natives, 
in  both  great  and  fmall  canoes,  paid  us  another  vifit,  which 
gave  us  an  additional  opportunity  of  forming  a more  per- 
fect idea  of  their  perfons,  drefs,  and  other  particulars,  which 
fhall  be  afterward  deferibed.  Our  vifiters  feemed  to  have  no 
other  bufinefs,  but  to  gratify  their  curiofity ; for  they  en- 
tered into  no  fort  of  traffic  with  us.  After  we  had  got  over 
to  the  North  Weft  point  of  the  arm  in  which  we  had  an- 
chored, we  found  that  the  flood-tide  came  into  the  inlet, 
through  the  fame  channel  by  which  we  had  entered.  Al- 
though this  circumftance  did  not  make  wholly  againft  a 
paflage,  it  was,  however,  nothing  in  its  favour.  After  pair- 
ing the  point  above  mentioned,  we  met  with  a good  deal  of 
foul  ground,  and  many  funken  rocks,  even  out  in  the 
middle  of  the  channel,  which  is  here  five  or  fix  leagues 
wide.  At  this  time  the  wind  failed  us,  and  was  fuccceded 
by  calms  and  light  airs  from  every  direction  ; fo  that  we 
had  fome  trouble  to  extricate  ourfelvcs  from  the  threaten- 
ing danger.  At  length,  about  one  o’clock,  with  the  affift- 
ancc  of  our  boats,  we  got  to  an  anchor,  under  the  Eaflcm 
fhore,  in  thirteen  fathoms  water,  and  about  four  leagues 
to  the  North  of  our  laft  ftation.  In  the  morning,  the  wea- 
ther had  been  very  hazy  ; but  it  afterward  cleared  up,  fo  as 
• to  give  us  a diftinct  view  of  all  the  land  round  us,  particu- 
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larly  to  the  Northward,  where  it  fcctned  to  elofe.  This  left 
us  but  little  hopes  of  finding  a pafiage  that  way ; or,  in- 
deed, in  any  other  direction,  without  putting  out  again  to 
Tea. 

To  enable  me  to  form  a better  judgment,  I difpatchcd  Mr. 
Gore,  with  two  armed  boats,  to  examine  the  Northern  arm; 
and  the  mailer,  with  two  other  boats,  to  examine  another 
arm  that  feemed  to  take  an  Eafterly  direction.  Late  in 
the  evening,  they  both  returned.  The  Mailer  reported, 
that  the  arm  he  had  been  fent  to,  communicated  with  that 
from  which  we  had  lall  come ; and  that  one  fide  of  it  was 
only  formed  by  a group  of  illands.  Mr.  Gore  informed  me, 
that  he  had  feen  the  entrance  of  an  arm,  which,  he  was  of 
opinion,  extended  a long  way  to  the  North  Ealt ; and  that, 
probably  by  it,  a pafiage  might  be  found.  On  the  other 
hand,  Mr.  Roberts,  one  of  the  mates,  whom  I had  fent 
with  Mr.  Gore  to  Iketch  out  the  parts  they  had  examined, 
was  of  opinion,  that  they  faw  the  head  of  this  arm.  The 
difagreement  of  thefe  two  opinions,  and  the  circumftance 
already  mentioned  of  the  flood-tide  entering  the  Sound  from 
the  South,  rendered  the  exiltence  of  a pafiage  this  way 
very  doubtful.  And,  as  the  wind  in  the  morning  had  be- 
come favourable  for  getting  out  to  fea,  I rcfolved  to  fpend 
no  more  time  in  fearching  for  a pafiage  in  a place  that  pro- 
mifed  fo  little  fucccfs.  Befides  this,  I confidcred,  that,  if  the 
land  on  the  Well  fliould  prove  to  be  illands,  agreeably  to  the 
late  Ruffian  Difcoveries  *,  we  could  not  fail  of  getting  far 
enough  to  the  North,  and  that  in  good  time ; provided  we 
did  not  lofe  the  fcalon  in  fearching  places,  where  a pafiage 
was  not  only  doubtful,  but  improbable.  We  were  now 

* Captain  Cook  Teems  to  take  his  ideas  of  thefe  front  Mr.  St.ehlin’s  rr..'j>,  prefixed 
to  the  Account  of  the  Northern  Archipelago  j publilhcd  by  Dr.  Maty.  London,  1774. 
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*?’*•  upward  of  five  hundred  and  twenty  leagues  to  the  Wedward 
< — » — > of  any  part  of  Baffin’s,  or  of  Hudfon’s  Bay.  And  whatever 
palTage  there  may  be,  it  mull  be,  or,  at  lead,  part  of  it, 
mud  lie  to  the  North  of  latitude  72“*.  Who  could  expert  to 
find  a pallage  or  drait  of  fuch  extent  ? 

Monday  is,  Having  thus  taken  my  refolution,  next  morning  at  three 
o’clock,  we  weighed,  and  with  a gentle  breeze  at  North,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Southward  down  the  inlet ; and  met  with  the 
fame  broken  ground,  as  on  the  preceding  day.  However, 
we  foon  extricated  ourfelvcs  from  it,  and  afterward  never 
druck  ground  with  a line  of  forty  fathoms.  Another  paf- 
fage  into  this  inlet  was  now  difeovered,  to  the  South  Wed  of 
that  by  which  we  came  in,  which  enabled  us  to  fhorten 
' our  way  out  to  fea.  It  is  feparated  from  the  other  by 

an  idand,  extending  eighteen  leagues  in  the  direftion  of 
North  Ead  and  South  Wed ; to  which  I gave  the  name  of 
Montagu  ljland. 

In  this  South  Wed  channel  are  fevcral  ifiands.  Thofe  that 
lie  in  the  entrance,  next  the  open  fea,  are  high  and  rocky. 
But  thofe  within  are  low  ones  ; and  being  entirely  free  from 
fnow,  and  covered  with  wood  and  verdure,  on  this  account 
they  were  called  Green  JJIands. 

At  two  in  the  afternoon,  the  wind  veered  to. the  South 
Wed,  and  South  Wed  by  South,  which  reduced  us  to  the 
neccffity  of  plying.  I fird  dretched  over  to  within  two  miles 
of  the  Eadern  Ihore,  and  tacked  in  fifty-three  fathoms 
water.  In  danding  back  to  Montagu  Idand,  we  difeovered 
a ledge  of  rocks;  fome  above,  and  others  under  water,  ly- 
ing three  miles  within,  or  to  the  North  of  the  Northern 

• On  what  evidence  Captain  Cook  formed  hi*  judgment  as  to  this,  will  be  men- 
tioned in  the  Introdu&iom 
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point  of  Green  Iflands.  Afterward,  fome  others  were  feen  >77»- 
in  the  middle  of  the  channel  farther  out  than  the  ifland3.  «. — » 
Thcfc  rocks  made  unfafe  plying  in  the  night  (though  not 
very  dark) ; and,  for  that  reafon,  we  fpent  it  Handing  off 
and  on,  under  Montagu  Ifland ; for  the  depth  of  water 
was  too  great  to  come  to  an  anchor. 

At  day-break,  the  next  morning,  the  wind  came  more  fa-  Turfny  19. 
vourable,  and  we  fleered  for  the  channel  between  Montagu 
Ifland  and  the  Green  Iflands,  which  is  between  two  and 
three  leagues  broad,  and  from  thirty-four  to  feventeen  fa- 
thoms deep.  We  had  but  little  wind  all  the  day;  and,  at 
eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  it  was  a dead  calm;  when  we 
anchored  in  twenty-one  fathoms  water,  over  a muddy  bot- 
tom •,  about  two  miles  from  the  Ihorc  of  Montagu’s  Ifland. 

The  calm  continued  till  ten  o'clock  the  next  morning,  when  wednef.  10/. 
it  was  fucceeded  by  a fmall  breeze  from  the  North,  with 
which  we  weighed ; and,  by  fix  o’clock  in  the  evening,  we 
were  again  in  the  open  fea,  and  found  the  coaft  trending 
Weft  by  South,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach. 
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CHAP.  V. 

The  Inlet  called  Prince  William  s Sound. — Its  Extent. — 
Perfons  of  the  Inhabitants  defcribed. — Their  Drcfs. — 
lncifion  of  the  Under-lip. — Various  other  Ornaments. 
— Their  Boats. — Weapons , f '/hing,  and  hunting  Injlru- 
ments. — Utenftls. — Tools. — Ufes  Iron  is  applied  to. — 

' Food. — Language , and  a Specimen  of  it. — Animals. — 

Birds. — Fijh. — Iron  and  Beads , whence  received. 

>778-  'T'O  the  inlet,  •which  we  had  now  left,  I gave  the  name 
1 J.  of  Prince  William's  Sound.  To  judge  of  this  Sound  from 
what  we  faw  of  it,  it  occupies,  at  lead,  a degree  and  a half 
of  latitude,  and  two  of  longitude,  cxclufive  of  the  arms  or 
branches,  the  extent  of  which  is  not  known.  The  direction 
which  they  feemed  to  take,  as  alfo  the  fituation  and  mag- 
nitude of  the  feveral  iflands  in  and  about  it,  will  be  bed 
feen  in  the  fkctch,  which  is  delineated  with  as  much  accu- 
racy as  the  Ihort  time  and  other  circumftances  would  allow. 

The  natives,  who  came  to  make  us  feveral  vifits  while 
wc  were  in  the  Sound,  were  generally  not  above  the  com- 
mon height ; though  many  of  them  were  under  it.  They 
were  fquare,  or  ftrong  chefled ; and  the  mod  difpropor- 
tioned  part  of  their  body  feemed  to  be  their  heads,  which 
were  very  large ; with  thick,  Ihort  necks;  and  large,  broad 
or  fpreading  faces ; which,  upon  the  whole,  were  flat.  Their 
eyes,  though  not  fmall,  fcarcely  bore  a proportion  to  the 
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fizc  of  their  faces  ; and  their  nofes  had  full,  round  points, 

hooked,  or  turned  up  at  the  tip.  Their  teeth  were  broad,  ' — ’ 

white,  equal  in  fize,  and  evenly  fet.  Their  hair  was  black, 
thick,  flraight  and  ilrong ; and  their  beards,  in  general, 
thin,  or  wanting  ; but  the  hairs  about  the  lips  of  thofe  who 
have  them,  were  ftiflf  or  briflly,  and  frequently  of  a brown 
colour.  And  feveral  of  the  elderly  men  had  even  large  and 
thick,  but  (Iraight  beards- 

Though,  in  general,  they  agree  in  the  make  of  their  per- 
fons,  and  largenefs  of  their  heads,  there  is  a confiderable 
variety  in  their  features ; but  very  few  can  be  faid  to  be  of 
the  handfome  fort,  though  their  countenance  commonly  in- 
dicates a confiderable  fliare  of  vivacity,  good-nature,  and 
franknefs.  And  yet  fome  of  them  had  an  air  of  fullennefs 
and  referve.  Some  of  the  women  have  agreeable  faces;, 
and  many  are  eafily  dillinguifhable  from  the  men.  by  their 
features,  which  are  more  delicate ; but  this  fhould  be  un- 
derfiood  chiefly  of  the  youngefl  fort,  or  middle-aged.  The 
complexion  of  fome  of  the  women,  and  of  the  children,  is 
white  ; but  without  any  mixture  of  red.  And  fome  of  the 
men,  who  were  feen  naked,  had  rather  a brownilh  or 
fwarthy  call,  which  could  fcarcely  be  the  cfiect  of  any  ftain; 
for  they  do  not  paint  their  bodies, 

Their  common  drefs  (for  men,  women,  and  children  are  • 
clothed  alike),  is  a kind  of  dole  frock,  or  rather  robe;  reach- 
ing generally  to  the  ankles,  though  fometimes  only  to  the 
knees.  At  the  upper  part  isa  holcjufl  fuflicientto  admit  the 
head,  with  llceves  that  reach  to  the  wrill.  Thefe  frocks  arc 
made  of  the  fkins  of  different  animals  ; the  moll  common  of 
which  are  thofe  of  the  fea-otter,  grey  fox,  racoon,  and  pine 
martin;  with  many  of  fca!  Heins;  and,  in  general,  they 
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I??*-  arc  worn  with  the  hairy  fide  outward.  Some  alfo  have  thefe 
< J- — » frocks  made  of  the  lkins  of  fowls,  with  only  the  down  re- 

maining on  them,  which  they  glue  on  other  fubftanccs. 
And  we  faw  one  or  two  woollen  garments  like  thofe  of 
Nootka.  At  the  feams,  where  the  different  fkins  are  fewed 
together,  they  are  commonly  ornamented  with  tafTels  or 
fringes  of  narrow  thongs,  cut  out  of  the  fame  fkins.  A few 
have  a kind  of  cape,  or  collar;  and  fomc  a hood  ; but  the 
other  is  the  molt  common  form,  and  feems  to  be  their 
whole  drefs  in  good  weather.  When  it  rains,  they  put  over 
this  another  frock,  ingenioufly  made  from  the  inteftines  of 
whales,  or  fome  other  large  animal,  prepared  fo  fkilfully,  as 
almoft  to  rcfcmblc  our  gold- beaters  leaf.  It  is  made  to  draw 
tight  round  the  neck ; its  fleeves  reach  as  low  as  the  wrift, 
round  which  they  are  tied  with  a firing;  and  its  fkirts, 
when  they  are  in  their  canoes,  are  drawn  over  the  rim  of 
the  hole  in  which  they  fit ; fo  that  no  water  can  enter.  At 
the  fame  time,  it  keeps  the  men  entirely  dry  upward.  For 
no  water  can  penetrate  through  it,  any  more  than  through 
a bladder.  It  muft  be  kept  continually  moift  or  wet ; other- 
wife  it  is  apt  to  crack  or  break.  This,  as  well  as  the  com- 
mon frock  made  of  the  fkins,  bears  a great  refemblance  to 
the  drefs  of  the  Greenlanders,  as  deferibed  byCrantz*. 

In  general,  they  do  not  cover  their  legs,  or  feet ; but  a 
few  have  a kind  of  fkin  ftockings,  which  reach  half-way 

* Cranti's  Hiftory  of  Greenland,  Vol.  i.  p.  136 — 138.  The  reader  will  find  in 
Crantz  many  very  linking  inftanccs,  in  which  the  Greenlander*,  and  Americans  of 
Prince  William’s  Sound,  rcfcmblc  each  other,  bcfidcs  thofe  mentioned  in  this  Chapter 
by  Captain  Cook.  The  drefs  of  the  people  of  Prince  William’s  Sound,  as  deferibed 
by  Captain  Cook,  alfo  agrees  with  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  Schumagin’s  I (lands,  dif- 
covered  by  Beering  in  J74J.  Muller’s  words  are,  “ J.eur  habillcmcnt  etoit  dc 
“ boyaux  dc  balcincs  pour  le  haul  du  corps,  et  de  peaux  dc  chiens-marins  pour  lebas.” 
DUwvtrtn  dti  HuJ/ffy  p.  274. 
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lip  the  thigh ; and  fcarcely  any  of  them  arc  without  mittens 

for  the  hands,  made  of  the  fleins  of  bears  paws.  Thofe  < . — 

who  wear  any  thing  on  their  Iieads,  refemblcd,  in  this  re- 
fpeCt,  our  friends  at  Nootka ; having  high  truncated  conic 
caps,  made  of  draw,  and  fometimes  of  wood,  refcmbling  a 
feal’s  head  well  painted. 

The  men  commonly  wear  the  hair  cropt  round  the  neck 
•and  forehead;  but  the  women  allow  it  to  grow  long ; and  mod 
of  them  tie  a fmall  lock  of  it  on  the  crown ; or  a few  club  it 
behind,  after  our  manner.  Both  fexes  have  the  ears  perfo- 
rated with  feveral  holes,  about  the  outer  and  lower  part  of 
the  edge,  in  which  they  hang  little  bunches  of  beads,  made 
of  the  fame  tubulofe  Ihelly  fubftancc  ufed  for  this  purpofe 
by  thofe  of  Nootka.  The  feptum  of  the  nofe  is  alfo  perfo- 
rated j through  which  they  frequently  thrull  the  quill-fea- 
thers of  fmall  birds,  or  little  bending  ornaments,  made  of 
the  above  flielly  fubllance,  lining  on  a flifF  firing  or  cord, 
three  or  four  inches  long,  which  give  them  a truly  gro- 
tefque  appearance.  But  the  moll  uncommon  and  urifightly 
ornamental  falhion,  adopted  by  fome  of  both  fexes,  is  their 
having  the  under-lip  flit,  or  cut,  quite  through,  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  mouth,  a little  below  the  dwelling  parr.  This 
incifion,  which  is  made  even  in  the  fucking  children,  is 
often  above  two  inches  long;  and  either  by  its  natural  re- 
traction, when  the  wound  is  frelli,  or  by  the  repetition  of 
fome  artificial  management,  afiitmes  the  true  lhape  of  lips, 
and  becomes  fo  large  as  to  admit  the  tongue  through.  This 
happened  to  be  the  cafe,  when  the  firfl.  perfon  having  this 
incifion  was  feen  by  one  of  the  feamen,  who  called  out,  that 
the  man  had  two  mouths  ; and,  indeed,  it  does  not  look  un- 
like it.  In  this  artificial  mouth  they  Hick  a flat,  narrow  or- 
nament, made  chiefly  out  of  a folid  fhell  or  bone,  cut  into 
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little  narrow  pieces,  like  fmall  teeth,  almoft  down  to  the 
bafe  or  thickcft  part,  which  has  a fmall  projecting  bit  at 
each  end  that  lupports  it  when  put  into  the  divided  lip ; the 
cut  part  then  appearing  outward.  Others  have  the  lower 
lip  only  perforated  into  feparate  holes;  and  then  the  orna- 
ment con  fills  of  as  many  dillinct  fhelly  fluds,  whofe  points 
are  puflicd  through  thefe  holes,  and  their  heads  appear 
within  the  lip,  as  another  row  of  teeth  immediately  under 
their  own. 

Thefe  ate  their  native  ornaments.  But  we  found  many 
beads  of  European  manufacture  among  them,  chiefly  of  a 
pale  blue  colour,  which  they  hang  in  their  ears  ; about  their 
caps  •,  or  join  to  their  lip-ornaments,  which  have  a fmall 
hole  drilled  in  each  point  to  which  they  are  fattened,  and 
others  to  them,  till  they  hang  fometimes  as  low  as  the  point 
of  the  chin.  But,  in  this  laft  cafe,  they  cannot  remove 
them  fo  eafily ; for,  as  to  their  own  lip-ornaments,  they  can 
take  them  out  with  their  tongue,  or  fuck  within,  at  plea- 
fure.  They  alfo  wear  bracelets  of  the  flrelly  beads,  or 
others  of  a cylindrical  fhape,  made  of  a fubftance  like  am- 
ber ; with  fuch  alfo  as  are  ufed  in  their  ears  and  nofes.  And 
fo  fond  arc  they,  in  general,  of  ornament,  that  they  flick 
any  thing  in  their  perforated  lip;  one  man  appearing  with 
two  of  our  iron  nails  projecting  from  it  like  prongs  j and 
another  endeavouring  to  put  a large  brafs  button  into  it. 

The  men  frequently  paint  their  faces  of  a bright  red,  and 
of  a black  colour,  and  fometimes  of  a blue,  or  leaden  co- 
lour ; but  not  in  any  regular  figure ; and  the  women,  in 
fomc  mcafure,  endeavoured  to  imitate  them,  by  puncturing 
or  flaining  the  chin  with  black,  that  comes  to  a point  in 
each  cheek ; a practice  very  fimilar  to  which  is  in  fafliion 
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amongfl  the  females  of  Greenland,  as  we  learn  from  Crantz  *. 

Their  bodies  are  not  painted,  which  may  be  owing  to  the  ' — » — 
fcarcity  of  proper  materials ; for  all  the  colours  which  they 
brought  to  fell  in  bladders,  were  in  very  fmall  quantities. 

Upon  the  whole,  J have  no  where  feen  favages  who  take 
more  pains  than  thefe  people  do,  to  ornament,  or  rather  to 
disfigure  their  perfons. 

Their  boats  or  canoes  arc  of  two  forts ; the  one  being 
large  and  open,  and  the  other  fmall  and  covered.  I men- 
tioned already,  that  in  one  of  the  large  boats  were  twenty 
women,  and  one  man,  befides  children.  I attentively  ex- 
amined and  compared  the  conflru&ion  of  this,  with  Crantz’s 
defeription  of  what  he  calls  the  great,  or  women’s  boat  in 
Greenland,  and  found  that  they  were  built  in  the  fame 
manner,  parts  like  parts,  with  no  other  difference  than  in 
the  form  of  the  head  and  flern;  particularly  of  the  firft, 
which  bears  fome  refemblance  to  the  head  of  a whale.  The 
framing  is  of  (lender  pieces  of  wood,  over  which  the  (kins 
of  feals,  or  of  other  larger  fea-animals,  are  ftrctchcd,  to 
compofc  the  outfide.  It  appeared  alfo,  that  the  fmall  canoes 
of  thefe  people  are  made  nearly  of  the  fame  form,  and  of 
the  fame  materials  with  thofe  ufed  by  the  Greenlanders  f 
and  Efquimaux ; at  lead  the  difference  is  not  material. 

Some  of  thefe,  as  I have  before  obferved,  carry  two  men. 

They  are  broader  in  proportion  to  their  length  than  thofe  of 
the  Efquimaux  ; and  the  head  or  fore-part  curves  fomewhat 
like  the  head  of  a violin. 

The  weapons,  and  inflruments  for  fifhing  and  hunting, 
are  the  very  fame  that  are  made  ufeof  by  th;  Efquimaux  and 
Greenlanders;  and  it  is  unneceffarv  10  be  particular  in  my 

• Vol.  i.  p.  138.  t See  CrauK,  Vol.  i.  p 150 
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78.  account  of  them,  as  they  arc  all  very  accurately  deferihed 
v , byCrantz*.  I did  not  fee  a Angle  one  with  thefe  people 
that  he  has  not  mentioned  j nor  has  he  mentioned  one  that 
they  have  not.  For  defenfive  armour  they  have  a kind  of 
jacket,  or  coat  of  mail,  made  of  thin  laths,  bound  together 
with  finews,  which  makes  it  quite  flexible,  though  fo  clofe 
as  not  to  admit  an  arrow  or  dart.  It  only  covers  the  trunk 
of  the  body,  and  may  not  be  improperly  compared,  to  a wo- 
man’s flays. 

As  none  of  thefe  people  lived  in  the  bay  where  we  an- 
chored, or  where  arty  of  us  landed,  we  faw  none  of  their 
habitations ; and  I had  not  time  to  look  after  them.  Of  their 
domeftic  utenfils,  they  brought  in  their  boats  fome  round 
and  oval  fliallow  diflies  of  wood ; and  others  of  a cylindical 
fliape  much  deeper.  The  fides  were  made  of  one  piece, 
bent  round,  like  our  chip-boxes,  though  thick,  neatly 
fattened  with  thongs,  and  the  bottoms  fixed  in  with  fmall 
wooden  pegs.  Others  were  fmallcr,  and  of  a more  elegant 
fliape,  fomewhat  refembling  a large  oval  butter-boat,  with- 
out a handle,  but  more  fliallow,  made  from  a piece  of 
wood,  or  horny  fubflance.  Thefe  lad  were  fometimes 
neatly  carved.  They  had  many  little  fquarc  bags,  made 
of  the  fame  gut  with  their  outer  frocks,  neatly  orna- 
mented with  very  minute  red  feathers  interwoven  with  it, 
in  which  were  contained  fome  very  fine  finews,  and  bundles 
of  fmall  cord,  made  from  them,  moll  ingcniouily  plaited. 
They  alfo  brought  many  chequered  bafkets,  fo  clofely 
wrought  as  to  hold  water ; fome  wooden  models  of  their 
canoes ; a good  many  little  images,  four  or  five  inches 
long,  either  of  wood,  or  Hulled;  which  were  covered  with 


* Vol.  i.  p.  146.  He  has  alfo  given  a representation  of  than  on  a plate  there  in- 
fcrtcJ. 
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a bit  of  fur,  and  ornamented  with  pieces  of  fmall  quill  fea- 
thers, in  imitation  of  their  flielly  beads,  with  hair  fixed  on 
their  heads.  W hether  thefe  might  be  mere  toys  for  chil- 
dren, or  held  in  veneration,  as  reprefenting  tlicir  dcceafed 
friends,  and  applied  to  fomc  i'upeiiluious  purpofc,  we  could 
not  determine.  But  .hey  have  many  inftruments  made  of 
two  or  three  hoops,  or  concentric  pieces  of  wood,  with  a 
crofvbar  fixed  in  the  middle,  to  hold  them  by.  To  thefe  are 
fixed,  3 great  number  of  dried  barnacle-fhells,  with  threads, 
whhh  lerve  as  a rattle,  and  make  a loud  noife,  when  they 
fluke  them.  T his  contrivance  feerns  to  be  a fubftitute  for 
the  rattling-bird  atNootka;  and  perhaps  both  of  them  are 
employed  on  the  fame  occafions*. 


1778. 

M»)T. 


With  what  tools  they  make  their  wooden  utenfils,  frames 
of  boats,  and  other  things,  is  uncertain ; as  the  only  one 
feen  among)!  them  was  a kind  of  (lone  adze,  made  almoll 
after  the  manner  of  thofc  of  Otaheite,  and  the  other  iflands 
of  the  South  Sea.  They  have  a great  many  iron  knives  ; 
fome  of  which  are  ftraight;  others  a little  curved;  and: 
fome  very  fmall  ones,  fixed  in  pretty  long  handles,  with  the 
blades  bent  upward,  like  fomc  of  our  flioc makers  inftru-- 
ments.  But  they  have  dill  knives  of  another  fort,  which 
are  fometimes  near  two  feet  long,  fliaped  alrnoft  like  a dag- 
ger, with  a ridge  in  the  middle.  Thefe  they  wear  in 
flieaths  of  fkins,  hung  by  a thong  round  the  neck,  under 
their  robe;  and  they  are,  probably,  only  ufed  as  weapons; 
the  other  knives  being  apparently  applied  to  oilier  purpofes. 
Every  thing  they  hare,  however,  is  as  well  and  ingenioufly 
made,  as  if  they  were  furniflied  with  the  molt,  complete 
tool-chert;  and  their  fewing,  plaiting  of  finews,  and  iuiall 


• The  rattling-bdl  found  by  Stcllcr,  who  attended  Iarcrinz  in  174**  at  no  grea^ 
diftance  from  this  Sound,  feems  to  be  for  a frmiUr  ufc.  See  Muller,  p.  256# 

7 work 


- Digitized  by  Google 


374 


A VOYAGE  TO 


>77!-  work  on  their  little  bags,  may  be  put  in  competition  with 
— v- — ' the  mod  delicate  manufactures  found  in  any  part  of  the 
known  world.  In  fhort,  confidering  the  otherwife  uncivi- 
lized or  rude  Hate  in  which  thefe  people  are,  their  Northern 
fituation,  amidft  a country  perpetually  covered  with  fnow, 
and  the  wretched  materials  they  have  to  work  with,  it  ap- 
pears, that  their  invention  and  dexterity,  in  all  manual 
works,  is  at  leaft  equal  to  that  of  any  other  nation. 

The  food  which  we  faw  them  cat,  was  dried  filh,  and  the 
flefh  of  fomc  animal,  cither  broiled  or  roafted.  Some  of  the 
latter  that  was  bought,  feemed  to  be  bear’s  fielh,  but  with  a 
fifhy  tafle.  They  alfo  eat  the  larger  fort  of  fern-root,  men- 
tioned at Nootka,  either  baked,  or  drelTcd  in  fome  other  way; 
and  fome  of  our  people  faw  them  eat  freely  of  a fubllance 
which  they  fuppofed  to  be  the  inner  part  of  the  pine  bark. 
Their  drink  is  mod  probably  water ; for  in  their  boats  they 
brought  fnow  in  the  wooden  veflels,  which  they  fwallowed 
by  mouthfuls.  Perhaps  it  could  be  carried  with  lefs  trouble, 
in  thefe  open  veflels,  than  water  itfelf.  Their  method  of 
eating  feems  decent  and  cleanly;  for  they  always  took  care 
to  feparate  any  dirt  that  might  adhere  to  their  victuals. 
And  though  they  fometimes  did  eat  the  raw  fat  of  fome  fea 
animal,  they  cut  it  carefully  into  mouthfuls,  with  their 
fmall  knives.  The  fame  might  be  faid  of  their  perfons, 
which,  to  appearance,  were  always  clean  and  decent,  with- 
out greafe  or  dirt ; and  the  wooden  veflels,  in  which  their 
victuals  arc  probably  put,  were  kept  in  excellent  order ; 
as  well  as  their  boats,  which  were  neat,  and  free  front 
lumber. 

Their  language  feems  diflicult  to  be  underftood  at  firfl ; 
not  from  any  indiflinCtnefs  or  confufion  in  their  words  and 
founds,  but  from  the  various  fignifications  they  have.  For 

they 
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they  appeared  to  ufc  the  very  fame  word,  frequently,  on 
very  different  occafions ; though  doubtlcfs  this  might,  if 
our  intercourfe  had  been  of  longer  duration,  have  been 
found  to  be  a miftake  on  our  fide.  The  only  words  I could 
obtain,  and  for  them  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Andcrfon*,  were 
thofe  that  follow ; the  firft  of  which  was  alfo  ufed  at  Nootka, 
in  the  fame  .fenfej  though  we  could  not  trace  an  affinity 
between  the  two  dialects  in  any  other  inftance. 


Akafhou, 

Namuk, 

Lukluk, 

A a, 

Natoonelhuk, 

Recta, 

Naema, 

Ooonnka, 

Manaka, 

Ahleu, 

Weena,  or  Veena, 

Keelafhuk, 

Tawuk, 

Amilhtoo, 

Whaehai, 

Yaut, 

Chilke, 

„ Taiha, 

Tokke, 


What's  the  name  of  that  ? 
yin  ornament  for  the  ear. 

A brown  Jhaggy  Jkin,  perhaps  a bear’s. 
Tes. 

The  Jkin  of  a fea-ottcr. 

Give  me  fomething. 

Give  me  fomethUg  in  exchange,  or  barter. 
j Of,  or  belonging  to  me. — Will  you  barter 
l for  this  that  belongs  to  me  ? 

A fpear. 

Stranger — calling  to  one. 

Guts  of  -which  they  make  jackets. 

Keep  it. 

t A piece  of  -white  bear's  Jkin , or  perhaps 
l the  hair  that  covered  it. 

Shall  I keep  it  ? do  you  give  it  me  ? 

I'll  go ; or  Jhall  1 go? 

Cne. 

T-wo. 

Three. 


1778. 
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• We  are  alto  indebted  to  him  for  many  remarks  in  this  chapter,  interwoven  with 
thofe  of  Captain  Cook,  as  throwin.  co,. adorable  light  on  many  parts  of  his  journal. 
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(Tir.kc) 

Chukelo* 

Kocheenc, 

Takulai, 

Kcichilho, 

Klu,  or  Klicw, 


Four ? 
Five  ? 

* Six? 
Seven  ? 

Eight? 


As  to  the  animals  of  this  part  of  the  continent,  the  fame 
mull  be  underflood  as  of  thofe  at  Nootka ; that  is,  that  the 
knowledge  we  have  of  them  is  entirely  taken  from  the 
fkins  which  the  natives  brought  to  fell.  Thcfe  were  Chiefly 
of  feals ; a few  foxes;  the  whitiih  cat,  or  lynx-,  common 
and  pine  martins ; ftnall  ermines ; bears ; racoons ; and 
fea-otters.  Of  thefc,  the  moll  common  were  the  martin, 
racoon,  and  fca-ottcr  Ikins,  which  compolcd  the  ordinary 
drefs  of  the  natives  5 but  the  Ikins  of  the  firft,  which  in  ge- 
neral were  of  a much  lighter  brown  than  thofe  at  Nootka, 
were  far  fuperior  to  thern  in  finenefs  ; whereas  the  laft, 
which,  as  well  as  the  martins,  were  far  more  plentiful  than 
at  Nootka,  feemed  greatly  inferior  in  the  finenefs  and  thick- 
nefs  of  their  fur,  though  they  greatly  exceeded  them  in 
fize ; and  were  almoft  all  of  the  gloiTy  black  fort,  which  is 
doubtlefs  the  colour  mod  clleemed  in  thofe  ikins.  Bear  and 
feal  ikins  were  alfo  pretty  common  ; and  the  laft  were  in 
general  white,  very  beautifully  fpotted  with  black;  or  fomc- 
times  limply  white;  and  many  of  the  bears  here  were  of  a 
brown,  or  footy  colour. 

Befidcs  thcfe  animals,  which  were  all  feen  at  Nootka, 
there  are  fome  others  in  this  place  which  we  did  not  find- 
there  ; fuch  as,  the  white  bear;  of  whofe  ikins  the  natives 


• With  regard  to  thcfe  numerals,  Mr.  Andcrfon  ohfcrvw,  that  the  words  corre- 
sponding to  ours,  are  not  certain  after  palling  three ; and  therefore  he  marks  thofe, 
about  whofe  pontoon  he  is  doubtful,  with  a point  of  interrogation* 
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brought  fcveral  pieces,  and  fome  entire  fkins  of  cubs ; from 
which  their  fize  could  not  be  determined.  We  alfo  found 
the  wolverene,  or  quickhatch,  which  had  very  bright  co- 
lours j a larger  fort  of  ermine  than  the  common  one,  which 
is  the  fame  as  at  Nootka,  varied  with  a brown  colour,  and 
with  fcarcely  any  black  on  its  tail.  The  natives  alio 
brought  the  fkin  of  the  head  of  fome  very  large  animal ; but 
it  could  not  be  pofitively  determined  what  it  was;  though, 
from  the  colour  and  fhagginefs  of  the  hair,  and  its  unlikc- 
nefs  to  any  land  animal,  we  judged  it  might  probably  be 
that  of  the  large  male  urGne  feal,  or  fea-bear.  But  one  of 
the  moll  beautiful  ikins,  and  which  feems  peculiar  to  this 
place,  as  we  never  faw  it  before,  is  that  of  a fmall  animal 
about  ten  inches  long,  of  a brown  or  rully  colour  on  the 
back,  with  a great  number  of  obfeure  whitifii  fpecks  ; and 
the  Tides  of  a blueifh  a fit  colour,  alfo  with  a few  of  thefe 
fpccks.  The  tail  is  not  above  a third  of  the  length  of  its 
body,  and  is  covered  with  hair  of  a whitifh  colour  at  the 
edges.  It  is  no  doubt  the  fame  with  thofe  called  fpotted 
field  mice,  by  Mr.  Stxhlin*,  in  his  Ihort  account  of  the  New 
Northern  Archipelago.  But  whether  they  be  really  of  the 
moufekind,  or  a fquirrcl,  we  could  not  tell,  for  want  of  per- 
fect fkins  ; though  Mr.  Anderfon  was  inclined  to  think  that 
it  is  the  fame  animal  deferibed  under  the  name  of  the  Cafm 
marmot,  by  Mr.  Pennant.  The  number  of  fkins  we  found 
here,  points  out  the  great  plenty  of  thefe  feveral  animals 
juft  mentioned  -,  but  it  is  remarkable,  that  we  neither  faw 
the  fkins  of  the  moofe  nor  of  the  common  deer. 


Of  the  birds  mentioned  at  . Nootka,  we  found  here  only 
the  white-headed  eagle;  the  fhag ; the  alcyon,  or  great  king. 


Vol.  II. 


* In  his  Account  of  Kodjak,  p.  32  and  34. 
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■’r8-  filher,  which  had  very  fine  bright  colours ; and  the  hum- 

Miiyi 

<_ — 1 ming-bird,  which  came  frequently  and  flew  about  the  fliip» 

while  at  anchor;  though  it  can  fcarcely  live  here  in  the 
winter,  which  mull  be  very  feverc.  The  water  fowl  were 
geefe ; a final!  fort  of  duck,  almofl  like  that  mentioned 
at  Kerguelen’s  Land ; another  fort  which  none  of  us 
knew ; and  fome  of  the  black  feapyes,  with  red  bills, 
which  we  found  at  Van  Diemen’s  Land,  and  New  Zea- 
land. Some  of  the  people  who  went  on  fhore,  killed  a 
groufe,  a fnipe,  and  fome  plover.  But  though,  upon  the 
whole,  the  water  fowl  were  pretty  numerous,  efpecially 
the  ducks  and  geefe,  which  frequent  the  fhores,  they 
were  fo  fliy,  that  it  was  fcarcely  poffiblc  to  get  within  flioc ; 
fo  that  we  obtained  a very  fmall  fupply  of  them  as  refrefh- 
ment.  The  duck  mentioned  above,  is  as  large  as  the  com- 
mon wild-duck,  of  a deep  black  colour,  with  a fliort  pointed 
tail,  and  red  feet.  The  bill  is  white,  tinged  with  red  toward 
the  point,  and  has  a large  black  fpot,  almofl  fquare,  near 
its  bafe,  on  each  fide,  where  it  is  alfo  enlarged  or  diflended. 
And  on  the  forehead  is  a large  triangular  white  fpot ; with 
one  ftill  larger  on  the  back  part  of  the  neck.  The  female 
has  much  duller  colours,  and  none  of  the  ornaments  of  the 
bill,  except  the  two  black  fpots,  which  are  obfeure. 

There  is  likewife  a fpecics  of  diver  here,  which  feems 
peculiar  to  the  place.  It  is  about  the  fize  of  a partridge  ; 
has  a fliort,  black,  compreflcd  bill ; with  the  head  and  up- 
per part  of  the  neck  of  a brown  black;  the  reft  of  a deep 
brown,  obfcurcly  waved  with  black,  except  the  under-part, 
which  is  entirely  of  a blackifli  caft,  very  minutely  varied 
with  white ; the  other  (perhaps  the  female)  is  blacker 
above,  and  whiter  below.  A fmall  land  bird,  of  the  finch 
kind,  about  the  fize  of  a yellow-hammer,  was  alfo  found  ; 

but 
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but  was  fufpe&cd  to  be  one  of  thofe  which  change  their  co-  Jjj?*- 
lour,  with  the  fcafon,  and  with  their  migrations.  At  this  v — ' 

time,  it  was  of  a dulky  brown  colour,  with  a reddifli  tail ; 
and  the  fuppofed  male  had  a large  yellow  fpot  on  the 
crown  of  the  head,  with  fomc  varied  black  on  the  upper 
part  of  the  neck;  but  the  lall  was  on  the  bread  of  the 
female. 

The  only  fifh  we  got,  were  fome  torfk  and  halibut,  which 
were  chiefly  brought  by  the  natives  to  fell ; and  we  caught 
a few  fculpins  about  the  fliip;  with  fome  purplilh  flar-fifh, 
that  had  feventeen  or  eighteen  rays.  The  rocks  were  ob- 
ferved  to  be  almoft  deftitute  of  Ihell  fifli ; and  the  only  other 
animal  of  this  tribe  feen,  was  a red  crab,  covered  with  fpincs 
of  a very  large  fize. 

The  metals  we  faw  were  copper  and  iron ; both  which, 
particularly  the  latter,  were  in  fuch  plenty,  as  to  conftitute 
the  points  of  mod  of  the  arrows  and  lances.  The  ores,  with 
which  they  painted  themfelvcs,  were  a red,  brittle,  undtuous 
ochre,  or  iron-ore,  not  much  unlike  cinnabar  in  colour ; a 
bright  blue  pigment,  which  we  did  not  procure  ; and  black 
lead.  Each  of  thefe  feems  to  be  very  fcarce,  as  they  brought  v 

very  fmall  quantities  of  the  fird  and  lafl,  and  feemed  to 
keep  them  with  great  care. 

Few  vegetables  of  any  kind  were  feen  ; and  the  trees 
which  chiefly  grew  here,  were  the  Canadian  and  fpruce  * 

pine,  and  fome  of  them  tolerably  large. 

The  beads  and  iron  found  amongfl  thefe  people,  left  no 
room  to  doubt,  that  they  mud  have  received  them  front 
fome  civilized  nation.  We  were  pretty  certain,  from  cir- 
cumdanccs  already  mentioned,  that  we  were  the  fird  Euro- 
peans with  whom  they  had  ever  communicated  djrcetly; 
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and  it  remains  only  to  be  decided,  from  what  quarter 
they  had  got  our  manufactures,  by  intermediate  con- 
veyance. And  there  cannot  be  the  leaft  doubt  of  their 
having  received  thefe  articles,  through  the  intervention  of 
the  more  inland  tribes,  from  Hudfon’s  Bay,  or  the  fettle- 
naents  on  the  Canadian  lakes  ; unlefs  it  can  be  fuppofed 
(which  however  is  lefs  likely)  that  the  Ruflian  traders,  from 
Kamtfchatka,  have  already  extended  their  traffic  thus  far; 
or  at  leaft  that  the  natives  of  their  mod  Eafterly  Fox  Iflands 
communicate  along  the  coaft,  with  thofe  of  Prince  William’s 
Sound*. 


As  to  the  copper,  thefe  people  feem  to  procure  it  them- 
felves,  or  at  molt  it  paffes  through  few  hands  to  them  ; for 
they  ufed  to  exprefs  its  being  in  a fufficient  quantity  amongft 
them,  when  they  offered  any  to  barter,  by  pointing  to  their 
weapons  ; as  if  to  fay,  that  having  fo  much  of  this  metal 
of  their  own,  they  wanted  no  more. 

It  is,  however,  remarkable,  if  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Sound  be  fupplied  with  European  articles,  by  way  of  the 
intermediate  traffic  to  the  Eaft  coaft,  that  they  fhould,  in  re- 
turn, never  have  given  to  the  more  inland  Indians  any  of 


* There  is  a circumftance  mentioned  by  Muller,  In  his  account  of  Beering’s  voy- 
age to  the  coaft  of  America  in  1741,  which  Teems  to  decide  this  queftion.  His 
people  found  iron  at  the  Schumagin  Iflands,  as  may  be  fairly  prefumed  from  the  fol- 
lowing quotation.  44  Un  feut  horn  me  avoit  un  couteau  pendu  a fa  ceinture,  qui  parut 
•4  fort  fingultcr  a nos  gens  par  fa  figure.  Il  ctoit-long  dc  huit  pouces,ct  fort  epais,  & 
44  large  a I'cndroit  ou  devoit  eire  la  pointc.  On  ne  peut  (avoir  quel  etoit  l’ufagc  de 
41  cet  outil.”  Dicouvtrtcs  dts  Hujps,  p.  274, 

If  there  was  iron  amongft  the  natives  on  this  part  of  the  American  coaft,  prior  t<y 
the  difeovery  of  it  by  the  Ruffians,  and  before  there  was  any  traffic  with  them  carried 
on  from  Kamtfchatka,  what  rcafoo  can  there  be  to  make  the  leaft  doubt  of  the  pcoplo 
of  Prince  William’s  Sound,  as  well  as  thole  of  Schumagin's  Iflands,  having  got  this 
meral  from  the  only  probable  fource,  the  European  fcttlcments  on  the  North  Eaft  coal? 
of  this  continent  ? 

their 
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their  fea-otter  ikins ; which  would  certainly  have  been  feen, 
fome  time  or  other,  about  Hudfon's  Bay.  But,  as  far  as  J 
know,  that  is  not  the  cafe  and  the  only  method  of  account- 
ing for  this,  mull  be  by  taking  into  confideration  the  very- 
great  diftance ; which,  though  it  might  not  prevent  Euro- 
pean goods  coming  fo  far,  as  being  fo  uncommon,  might 
prevent  the  Ikins,  which  are  a common  article,  from  pall- 
ing through  more  than  two  or  three  different  tribes,  who 
might  ufe  them  for  their  own  clothing ; and  fend  others, 
which  they  elleemed  lefs  valuable,  as  being  of  their  own 
animals,  Eallward,  till  they  reach  the  traders  from  Europe. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Progrefs  along  the  Coajl. — Cape  Elizabeth . — Cape  St. 
Hermogenes. — Accounts  of  Beering's  Voyage  very  de- 
feSlive. — Point  Banks, — Cape  % Douglas. — 6 ape  Bede. — 
Mount  St.  Augujlin. — Hopes  of  fading  a Paffage  up 
an  Inlet. — The  Ships  proceed  up  it. — Indubitable  M rks 
of  its  being  a River. — Named  Cook's  River. — The  Ships 
return  doom  it. — Various  Vifts  from  the  Natives. — 
Lieutenant  Kmg  lands , and  takes  pofjeff  .n  of  the  C un- 
try.— Ilis  Report. — The  Refolution  runs  agroun  l on  a 
Shoal.  — RefieSlions  on  the  Difcovcry  of  Cook's  River. — 
The  confidcrable  Tides  in  it  accounted  for. 

AFTER  leaving  Prince  William’s  Sound,  I fleered  to 
the  South  Weft,  with  a gentle  breeze  at  North  North 
Eaft  ; which,  at  four  o’clock,  the  next  morning,  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a calm  ; and  foon  after,  the  calm  was  fucceeded  by 
a breeze  from  South  Weft.  This  frclhcning,  and  vceiing  to 
North.  Weft,  we  flill  continued  to  flretch  to  the  South  Weft, 
and  palled  a lofty  promontory,  fttuated  in  the  latitude  of 
59"  10',  and  the  longitude  of  oof  45'.  As  the  difcovcry  of 
it  was  connciflcd  with  the  Princcfs  Elizabeth’s  birth-day,  I 
named  it  Cape  Elizabeth.  Beyond  it  we  could  fee  no  land  ; fo 
that,  at  firft,  we  were  in  hopes  that  it  was  the  Weflcrn  ex- 
tremity of  the  continent;  but  not  long  after,  we  faw  our 
miftake  ; for  frclh  land  appeared  in  fight,  bearing  Weft 
South  Weft. 
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The  wind,  by  this  time,  had  incrcafcd  to  a very  flrong  j?'8- 

gale,  and  forced  us  to  a good  diflancc  from  the  coaft.  In  

the  afternoon  of  the  22d,  the  gale  abated  ; and  we  flood  to  Friday  u. 
the  Northward  for  Cape  Elizabeth  ; which  at  noon,  the  next  Saturday  ij, 
day,  bore  Weft,  ten  leagues  diftant.  At  the  fame  time,  a 
new  land  was  feen,  bearing  South  77°  Weft,  which  was  fup- 
pofed  to  conneft  Cape  Elizabeth  with  the  land  we  had  feen 
to  the  Weftward. 

The  wind  continued  at  Weft,  and  I flood  to  the  Southward 
till  noon  the  next  day,  when  we  were  within  three  leagues  Sunday  *4. 
of  the  coaft  which  we  had  difeovered  on  the  23d.  It  here 
formed  a point  that  bore  Weft  North  Weft,  At  the  fame 
time,  more  land  was  feen  extending  to  the  Southward,  as 
far  as  South  South  Weft  ; the  whole  being  twelve  or  fifteen 
leagues  diftant.  On  it  was  feen  a ridge  of  mountains  co- 
vered with  fnow,  extending  to  the  North  Weft,  behind  the 
firft  land,  which  we  judged  to  be  an  iftand,  from  the  very 
inconfiderable  quantity  of  fnow  that  lay  upon  it.  This 
point  of  land  is  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  58*  15',  and  in 
the  longitude  of  207*  43';  and  by  what  'I  can  gather 
from  the  account  of  Beering’s  voyage,  and  the  chart  that 
accompanies  it  in  the  Englifh  edition*,  I conclude,  that  it 
mull  be  what  he  called  Cape  St.  Ilermogencs.  But  the  ac- 
count of  that  voyage  is  fo  very  much  abridged,  and  the 
chart  fo  extremely  inaccurate,  that  it  is  hardly  poftible, 
cither  by  the  one  or  by  the  other,  or  by  comparing  both  to- 
gether, to  find  out  any  one  place  which  that  navigator  either 
faw  or  touched  at.  Were  I to  form  a judgment  of  Bcer- 
ing’s  proceedings  on  this  coaft,  I fhould  fuppofe,  that  he  fell 
in  with  the  continent  near  Mount  Fair-weather.  But  I am 

* Captain  Cook  means  Muller’s;  of  which  a ti inflation  had  been  publifheJ  in 
London  fome  time  before  he  failed. 
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M»y  hy  n0  mcans  cer[a»n*  that  the  bay  to  which  I have  given  his 

' — « > name,  is  the  place  where  he  anchored.  Nor  do  I know,  that 

what  I called  Mount  St.  Elias,  is  the  fame  confpicuous 
mountain  to  which  he  gave  that  name.  And  as  to  his 
Cape  St.  Elias,  I am  entirely  at  a lofs  to  pronounce  where 
it  lies. 

On  the  North  Eaft  lide  of  Cape  St.  Hermogenes,  the  coaft 
turned  toward  the  North  Well,  and  appeared  to  be  wholly 
unconnected  with  the  land  feen  by  us  the  preceding  day.  In 
the  chart  abovt  mentioned,  there  is  here  a fpace,  where 
llcering  is  fuppofed  to  have  feen  no  land.  This  alfo  fa- 
voured the  later  account  publifhed  by  Mr.  Stxhlin,  who 
makes  Cape  St.  Hermogenes,  and  all  the  land  that  Beering 
difeovered  to  the  South  Weft  of  it,  to  be  a duller  of  iflands ; 
placing  St.  Hermogenes  amongft  thofc  which  arc  deftitute 
of  wood.  What  we  now  faw,  feemed  to  confirm  this ; 
and  every  circumftance  infpired  us  with  hopes  of  finding 
here  a pal  rage  Northward,  without  being  obliged  to  proceed 
any  farther  to  the  South  Weft. 

We  were  detained  off  the  Cape,  by  variable  light  airs  and 
iiondjyjj.  calms,  ti'l  two  o'clock  the  next  morning,  when  a breeze 
fpringing  up  at  North  Eaft,  we  fleered  North  North  Weft 
along  the  coaft;  and  foon  found  the  land  of  Cape  St.  Her- 
mogenes to  be  an  iftand,  about  fix  leagues  in  circuit,  fepa- 
rated  from  the  adjacent  coaft  by  a channel  one  league 
broad.  A league  and  a half  lo  the  North  of  this  iftand,  lie 
fome  rocks,  above  water;  on  the  North  Eaft  fide  of  which 
we  had  from  thirty  to  twenty  fathoms  water. 

At  noon,  the  iftand  of  St,  Hermogenes  bore  South  half 
Eaft,  eight  leagues  diftant ; and  the  land  to  the  North  Weft 
of  it,  extended  from  South  half  Weft  to  near  Weft.  In  this 
2 laft 
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laft  dire&ion  it  ended  in  a low  point,  now  five  leagues  dif-  '77*- 

tant,  which  was  called  Point  Banks.  The  latitude  of  the  fliip,  1 — • 

at  this  time,  was  58*  41',  and  its  longitude  207*  44'.  In  this 
fituation,  the  land,  which  was  fuppofcd  to  conned  Cape 
Elizabeth  with  this  South  Weft  land,  was  in  fight,  bearing 
North  Weft  half  North.  I fleered  dircdly  for  it ; and,  on  a 
nearer  approach,  found  it  to  be  a group  of  high  iflands  and 
rocks,  entirely  unconneded  with  any  other  land.  They  ob- 
tained the  name  of  Barren  Ijles  from  their  very  naked  ap- 
pearance. Their  fituation  is  in  the  latitude  of  59*,  and  in  a 
line  with  Cape  Elizabeth  and  Point  Banks  j three  leagues 
diftant  from  the  former,  and  five  from  the  latter. 

I intended  going  through  one  of  the  channels  that  divide 
thefe  iflands  ; but  meeting  with  a ftrong  current  fetting 
againft  us,  I bore  up,  and  went  to  the  leeward  of  them  all. 

Toward  the  evening,  the  weather,  which  had  been  hazy  all 
day,  cleared  up,  and  we  got  fight  of  a very  lofty  promon- 
tory, whofe  elevated  fummit,  forming  two  exceedingly  high 
mountains,  was  feen  above  the  clouds.  This  promontory 
I named  Cape  Douglas,  in  honour  of  my  very  good  friend, 

Dr.  Douglas,  canon  of  Windfor.  It  is  lituated  in  the'latitude 
of  58°  56',  and  in  the  longitude  of  206*  10' 5 ten  leagues  to 
the  Wcftward  of  Barren  Ifles  ; and  twelve  from  Point  Banks, 
in  the  direction  of  North  Weft  by  Weft  half  Weft.  . 

Between  this  point  and  Cape  Douglas,  the  coaft  feemed 
to  form  a large  and  deep  bay ; which,  from  fome  fmoke 
that  had  been  feen  on  Point  Banks,  obtained  the  name  of 
Smokey  Bay. 

At  day-break,  the  next  morning,  being  the  26th,  having  Tuefdiy  i«. 
got  to  the  Northward  of  the  Barren  Ifles,  we  difeovered  more 
land,  extending  from  Cape  Douglas  to  the  North.  It  form- 
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ed  a chain  of  mountains  of  vaft  height ; one  of  which,  far 
more  confpicuous  than  the  reft,  was  named  Mount  St.  Au- 
gujlin.  The  difcovcry  of  this  land  did  not  difcourage  us ; 
as  it  was  fuppofcd  to  be  wholly  unconnected  with  the  land 
of  Cape  Elizabeth.  For,  in  a North  North  Eaft  direction, 
the  fight  was  unlimited  by  every  thing  but  the  horizon.  We 
alfo  thought,  that  there  was  a pafiage  to  the  North  Weft, 
between  Cape  Douglas  and  Mount  St.  Auguftin.  In  fliort, 
it  was  imagined,  that  the  land  on  our  larboard,  to  the 
North  of  Cape  Douglas,  was  compofed  of  a group  of  iftands, 
disjoined  by  fo  many  channels,  any  one  of  which  we  might 
make  ufc  of  according  as  the  wind  Ihould  fervc. 

With  thefc  flattering  ideas,  having  a frefli  gale  at  North 
North  Eaft,  we  flood  to  the  North  Weft,  till  eight  o’clock, 
when  we  clearly  faw  that  what  we  had  taken  for  iflands 
were  fummits  of  mountains,  every  where  connected  by 
lower  land,  which  the  hazincfs  of  the  horizon  had  prevent- 
ed us  from  feeing  at  a greater  diftancc.  This  land  was 
every  where  covered  with  fnow,  from  the  tops  of  the  hill's 
down  to  the  very  fca-beach ; and  had  every  oilier  appear- 
ance of  being  part  of  a great  continent.  I was  now  fully 
perfuaded  that  I fliould  find  no  paflagc  by  this  inlet ; and  my 
perlevering  in  the  fearch  of  it  here,  was  more  to  fatisfy 
other  people,  than  to  confirm  my  own  opinion. 

At  this  time,  Mount  St.  Auguftin  bore  North,  40°  Weft, 
three  or  four  leagues  diftant.  This  mountain  is  of  a conical 
figure,  and  of  very  confiderable  height ; but  it  remains  un- 
determined whether  it  be  an  ifland,  or  part  of  the  continent. 
Finding,  that  nothing  could  be  done  to  the  Weft,  we  tacked, 
and  flood  over  to  Cape  Elizabeth,  under  which  we  fetched 
at  half  paft  five  in  the  afternoon.  On  the  North  fide  of  Cape 
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Elizabeth,  between  it  and  a lofty  promontory,  named  Cape  jj?*- 
Bede*,  is  a bay,  in  the  bottom  of  which  there  appeared  to  ^ — • 

be  two  fnug  harbours.  We  flood  well  into  this  bay,  where 
we  might  have  anchored  in  twenty-three  fathoms  water 
but  as  1 had  no  fuch  view,  we  tacked  and  flood  to  the  Wcft- 
ward,  with  the  wind  at  North,  a very  ftrong  gale,  attended 
by  rain,  and  thick  hazy  weather. 

The  next  morning  the  gale  abated ; but  the  fame  wea- 
ther continued  till  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  it 
cleared  up.  Cape  Douglas  bore  South  Weft  by  Weft  ; Mount 
St.  Auguftin  Weft  half  South;  and  Cape  Bede  South,  jy* 

Eaft,  five  leagues  diftant.  In  this  fituation,  the  depth  of 
water  was  forty  fathoms,  over  a rocky  bottom.  From  Cape 
Bede,  the  coaft  trended  North  Eaft  by  Eaft,  with  a chain 
of  mountains  inland,  extending  in  the  fame  direction.  The 
land  on  the  coaft  was  woody ; and  there  feemed  to  be  no  de- 
ficiency of  harbours.  But  what  was  not  much  in  our  fa- 
vour, we  difeovered  low  land  in  the  middle  of  the  inlet, 
extending  from  North  North  Eaft,  to  North  Eaft  by  Eaft  half 
Eaft.  However,  as  this  was  fuppofed  to  be  an  ifhnd,  it  did  not 
difeourage  us.  About  this  time,  we  got  a light  breeze 
Southerly,  and  I fleered  to  the  Weftward  of  this  low  land ; 
nothing  appearing  to  obfirudf  us  in  that  direction.  Our 
foundings,  during  the  night,  were  from  thirty  to  twenty- 
five  fathoms. 

On  the  28th  in  the  morning,  having  but  very  little  wind,  ThurfJay2$. 
and  obferving  the  (hip  to  drive  to  the  Southward,  in  order 
to  flop  her,  1 dropped  a kedge-anchor,  with  an  eight  inch 
hawfer  bent  to  it.  But,  in  bringing  the  fliip  up,  the  liawfcr 

* In  naming  this,  and  Mount  St.  Auguftin,  Captain  Cook  was  directed  by  our 
Calendar. 
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m7iv  parted  near  the  inner  end  ; and  we  loft  both  it  and  the  an- 

’ *- — ' chor.  For  although  wc  brought  the  fhip  up  with  one  of  die 

bowers,  and  fpent  moll  of  the  day  in  fweeping  for  them,  it 
was  to  no  cfTctft.  By  an  obfervation,  we  found  our  Ration 
to  be  in  the  latitude  of  59°  51';  the  low  land  above  men- 
tioned extended  from  North  Eaft  to  South,  75*  Eaft;  the 
neared  part  two  leagues  diftant.  The  land  on  the  Weftern 
fhore  was  about  feven  leagues  diftant,  and  extended  from 
South  35*  Weft,  to  North  7*  Eaft  ; fo  that  the  extent  of  the 
inlet  was  now  reduced  to  three  points  and  a half  of  the 
compafs  ; that  is,  from  North  half  Eaft,  to  North  Eaft.  Be- 
tween thefe  two  points  no  land  was  to  be  feen.  Here  was 
a flrong  tide  fetting  to  the  Southward  out  of  the  inlet.  It . 
was  the  ebb,  and  ran  between  three  and  four  knots  in  an 
hour  i and  it  was  low  water  at  ten  o'clock.  A good  deal  of 
fea-weed,  and  fome  drift-wood,  were  carried  out  with  the 
tide.  The  water  too  had  become  thick  like  that  in  rivers ; 
but  wc  were  encouraged  to  proceed  by  finding  it  as  fait  at 
low  water  as  the  ocean.  The  ftrength  of  the  flood-tide  was 
three  knots » and  the  ftream  ran  up  till  four  in  the  after- 
noon. 

As  it  continued  calm  all  day,  I did  not  move  till  eight 
o’clock  in  the  evening;  when,  with  a light  breeze  at  Eaft,  we 
weighed,  and  flood  to  the  North,  up  the  inlet.  We  had  not 
been  long  under  fail,  before  the  wind  veered  to  the  North, 
increafing  to  a frefli  gale,  and  blowing  in  fqualls,  with  rain. 
This  did  not,  however,  hinder  us  from  plying  up  as  long 
as  the  flood  continued  ; which  was  till  near  five  o’clock  the 
tMif  29,  next  morning.  We  had  foundings  from  thirty-five  to 
twenty-four  fathoms.  In  this  laft  depth  we  anchored  about 
two  leagues  from  the  Eaftern  Ihore,  in  the  latitude  of  60*  8' ; 
fome  low  land,  that  wc  judged  to  be  an  ifland,  lying  under 
1 the 
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the  Weftcrn  fhore,  extended  from  North  half  Weft,  to  North 
Weft  by  North,  diftant  three  or  four  leagues. 

The  weather  had  now  become  fair  and  tolerably  clear; 
fo  that  we  could  fee  any  land  that  might  lie  within  our  ho- 
rizon; and  in  a North  North  Eaft  direction  no  land,  nor  any 
thing  to  obftruft  our  progrcfs,  was  vifible.  But,  on  each 
fide  was  a ridge  of  mountains,  rifing  one  behind  another, 
without  the  leaft  reparation.  I judged  it  to  be  low  water, 
by  the  fhore,  about  ten  o’clock;  but  the  ebb  ran  down 
till  near  noon.  The  flrength  of  it  was  four  knots  and  a 
half ; and  it  fell,  upon  a perpendicular,  ten  feet  three 
inches,  that  is,  while  we  lay  an  anchor ; fo  that  there  is 
reafon  to  believe  this  was  not  the  greateft  fall.  On  the 
Eaftern  Ihore  we  now  faw  two  columns  of  fmokc,  a fure 
fign  that  there  were  inhabitants. 

At  one  in  the  afternoon  we  weighed,  and  plyed  up  under 
double-reefed  top-fails  and  courl'es,  having  a very  ftrong 
gale  at  North  North  Eaft,  nearly  right  down  the  inlet.  We 
flretched  over  to  the  Wcftern  fhore,  and  fetched  within  two 
leagues  of  the  South  end  of  the  low  land,  or  iftand  before 
mentioned,  under  which  I intended  to  have  taken  flicker  till 
the  gale  fhould  ceafc.  But  falling  fuddenly  into  twelve  fa- 
thoms water,  from  upward  of  forty,  and  feeing  the  appear- 
ance of  a fhoal  ahead,  fpitting  out  from  the  low  land,  I 
tacked,  and  flretched  back  to  the  Eaftward ; and  anchored 
under  that  fhore  in  nineteen  fathoms  water,  over  a bottom 
of  fmall  pebble  flones. 

Between  one  and  two  in  the  morning  of  the  30th,  we 
weighed  again  with  the  firft  of  the  flood,  the  gale  having, 
by  this  time,  quite  abated,  but  ftill  continuing  contrary; 
fo  that  we  plied  up  till  near  leven  o’clock,  when  the  tide 
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■77s-  being  done,  we  anchored  in  nineteen  fathoms,  under  the 

May.  0 

u-yW  fame  fhorc  as  before.  The  North  Weft  part  of  it,  forming 
a bluff  point,  bore  North,  20°  Eaft,  two  leagues  diftant ; a 
point  on  the  other  fhore  oppofite  to  it,  and  nearly  of  the 
fame  height,  bore  North,  36*  Wed ; our  latitude,  by  obser- 
vation, 60”  37'. 

About  noon,  two  canoes,  with  a man  in  each,  came  off 
to  the  fliip,  from  near  the  place  where  we  had  fecn  the 
fmokc  the  preceding  day.  They  laboured  very  hard  in  pad- 
dling acrofs  the  ftrong  tide ; and  helitated  a little  before 
they  would  come  quite  clofc ; but  upon  ligns  being  made 
to  them,  they  approached.  One  of  them  talked  a great  deal 
to  no  purpofe ; for  we  did  not  underdand  a word  he  faid. 
He  kept  pointing  to  the  fhore,  which  we  interpreted  to  be 
an  invitation  to  go  thither.  1 hey  accepted  a few  trifles  from 
me,  which  I conveyed  to  them  from  the  quarter-gallery. 
Thefe  men,  in  every  refpedt,  rcfemblcd  the  people  we  had 
met  with  in  Prince  William’s  Sound,  as  to  their  perfons  and 
drefs.  Their  canoes  were  alio  of  the  fame  conftrudtion.  One 
of  our  vifiters  had  his  face  painted  jet  black,  and  feemed  to 
have  no  beard ; but  the  other,  who  was  more  elderly,  had 
no  paint,  and  a considerable  beard,  with  a vifage  much  like 
the  common  fort  of  the  Prince  William’s  people.  There  was 
alfo  fmokc  feen  upon  the  flat  Weflern  fhore  this  day,  from 
whence  we  may  infer,  that  tilde  lower  Spots,  and  iflands,  are 
the  only  inhabited  places. 

When  the  flood  made  we  weighed,  and  then  the  canoes 
left  us.  I flood  over  to  the  Weflern  fhore,  with  a frelh  gale  at 
North  North  Eaft,  and  fetched  under  the  point  above  men- 
tioned. This,  with  the  other  on  the  oppofite  fhore,  con- 
tratted  the  channel  to  the  breadth  of  four  leagues.  Through 
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this  channel  ran  a prodigious  tide.  It  looked  frightful  to 

us,  who  could  not  tell  whether  the  agitation  of  the  water  < j 

was  occafioned  by  the  dream,  or  by  the  breaking  of  the 
waves  again!!  rocks  or  lands.  As  we  met  with  no  fhoal,  it 
was  concluded  to  be  the  former;  but,  in  the  end,  we  found 
ourfelves  midaken.  I now  kept  the  Wcflern  (hore  aboard, 
it  appearing  to  be  the  fafeft.  Near  the  fhore  we  had  a depth 
of  thirteen  fathoms ; and  two  or  three  miles  off,  forty  and 
upward.  At  eight  in  the  evening,  we  anchored  under  a point 
of  land  which  bore  North  Ead,  three  leagues  diflanr,  in  fif- 
teen fathoms  water.  Here  we  lay  during  the  ebb,  which 
run  near  five  knots  in  the  hour. 

Until  we  got  thus  far,  the  water  had  retained  the  fame 
degree  of  fahnefs  at  low,  as  at  high-water;  and,  at  both  pe- 
riods, was  as  fait  as  that  in  the  ocean.  But  now  the  marks 
of  a river  difplayed  thcmfclvcs.  The  water  taken,  up  this 
ebb,  when  at  the  lowed,  was  found  to  be  very  confidcrably 
frclher,  than  any  we  had  hitherto  taded  ; infomuch  that  I 
was  convinced,  that  we  were  in  a large  river,  and  not  in  a 
drait,  communicating  with  the  Northern  feas.  But  as  we 
had  proceeded  thus  far,  I was  defirous  of  having  dronger 
proofs ; and,  therefore,  weighed  with  the  next  flood  in  the 
morning  of  the  3 id,  and  plied  higher  up,  or  rather  drove  Sunday  j«, 
up  with  the  tide;  for  we  had  but  little  wind.  . 

About  eight  o’clock,  we  were  vifited  by  feveral  of  the  na- 
tives, in  one  large,  and  feveral  fmall  canoes.  The  latter 
carried  only  one  perfon  each  and  fome  had  a paddle  with  a 
blade  at  each  end,  after  the  manner  of  the  Efquimaux.  In 
the  large  canoes  were  men,  women,  and  children.  Before 
they  reached  the  (hip,  they  difplayed  a leathern  frock  upon 
a long  pole,  as  a fign,  as  we  underflood  it,  of  their  peaceable 
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177*.  intentions.  This  frock  they  conveyed  into  the  {hip,  in  re- 
— 1 turn  for  fome  trifles  which  I gave  them.  I could  obferve  no 
difference  between  the  perfons,  drefs,  ornaments,  and  boats 
of  thefe  people,  and  thofe  of  Prince  William’s  Sound,  ex- 
cept that  the  fmall  canoes  were  rather  of  a'lefs  fize,  and 
carried  only  one  man.  We  procured  from  them  fome  of 
their  fur  drefles,  made  of  the  {kins  of  fea-otters,  martins, 
hares,  and  other  animals ; a few  of  their  darts ; and  a 
fmall  fupply  of  falmon  and  halibut.  In  exchange  for 
thefe  they  took  old  clothes,  beads,  and  pieces  of  iron.  We 
found  that  they  were  in  pofleflion  of  large  iron  knives, 
and  of  fky-blue  glafs  beads,  fuch  as  we  had  found  amongft 
the  natives  of  Prince  William’s  Sound.  Thefe  latter  they 
feemed  to  value  much,  and  confequently  thofe  which  we 
now  gave  them.  But  their  inclination  led  them,  cfpecially, 
to  afk  for  large  pieces  of  iron ; which  metal,  if  I was  not 
much  miffaken,  they  called  by  the  name  of  goone ; though, 
like  their  neighbours  in  Prince  William’s  Sound,  they  feem- 
ed to  have  many  figniftcations  to  one  word.  They  evident- 
ly fpoke  the  fame  language  ; as  the  words  ke eta,  naema, 
conaka,  and  a few  others  of  the  moll  common  we  heard  in 
that  Sound,  were  alfo  frequently  ufed  by  this  new  tribe. 
After  {pending  about  two  hours  between  the  one  {hip  and 
the  other,  they  all  retired  to  the  Wcftern  fliore. 

At  nine  o’clock,  we  came  to  an  anchor,  in  Cxtcen  fathoms 
water,  about  two  leagues  from  the  Weft  fhorc,  and  found 
the  ebb  already  begun.  At  its  greateft  ftrength,  it  ran  only 
three  knots  in  the  hour,  and  fell,  upon  a perpendicular,  af- 
ter we  had  anchored,  twenty-one  feet.  The  weather  was 
mifty,  with  drizling  rain,  and  clear,  by  turns.  At  the  clear 
intervals,  we  faw  an  opening  between  the  mountains  on  the 
Eaflern  fhorc,  bearing  Eaft  from  the  ftation  of  the  {hips, 
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■with  low  land,  which  we  fuppofcd  to  be  idands  lying  be- 
tween  us  and  the  main  land.  Low  land  was  alfo  feen  to  the  v. — • — 
Northward,  that  feemed  to  extend  from  the  foot  of  the 
mountains  on  the  one  fide,  to  thofe  on  the  other ; and,  at 
low  water,  we  perceived  large  flioals  ftretching  out  from 
this  low  land ; fomc  of  which  were  at  no  great  diftance 
from  us.  From  thefe  appearances,  we  were  in  fomc  doubt 
whether  the  inlet  did  not  take  an  Eaftcrly  dire£lion,  through 
the  above  opening ; or  whether  that  opening  was  only  a 
branch  of  it,  and  the  main  channel  continued  its  Northern 
direction  through  the  low  land  now  in  fight.  The  continu- 
ation and  direftion  of  the  chain  of  mountains  on  each  fide 
of  it,  ftrongly  indicated  the  probability  of  the  latter  fup- 
pofition. 

To  determine  this  point,  and  to  examine  the  flioals,  I dif- 
patched  two  boats,  under  the  command  of  the  mailer  ; and, 
as  foon  as  the  flood-tide  made,  followed  with  the  fliips : but, 
as  it  was  a dead  calm,  and  the  tide  ftrong,  I anchored,  after 
driving  about  ten  miles  in  an  Eaft  dircdlion.  At  the  loweft 
of  the  preceding  ebb,  the  water  at  the  furfacc,  and  for  near 
a foot  below  it,  was  found  to  be  perfectly  frefli ; retaining, 
however,  a confiderable  degree  of  faltnefs  at  a greater 
depth.  Befidcs  this,  we  had  now  many  other,  and  but  too 
evident,  proofs  of  being  in  a great  river.  Such  as  low 
fhores;  very  thick  and  muddy  water;  large  trees,  and  all 
manner  of  dirt  and  rubbilh,  floating  up  and  down  with  the 
tide.  In  the  afternoon,  the  natives,  in  fcvcral  canoes,  paid 
us  another  vifit ; and  trafficked  with  our  people  for  fome 
time  without  ever  giving  us  reafon  to  accufe  them  of  any 
aft  of  diflionefty. 
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At  two  o’clock  next  morning,  being  the  ift  of  June,  the 
mafter  returned,  and  reported  that  he  found  the  inlet,  or, 
rather,  river,  contraeled  to  the  breadth  of  one  league,  by 
low  land  on  each  fide,  through  which  it  took  a Northerly 
direction.  He  proceeded  three  leagues  through  this  narrow 
part,  which  lie  found  navigable  for  the  largell  fliips,  being 
from  twenty  to  feventeen  fathoms  deep.  The  leaf!  water, 
at  a proper  difiance  from  the  fhore  and  fhoals,  was  ten  fa- 
thoms ; aud  this  was  before  he  entered  the  narrow  part. 
While  the  ebb  or  flream  run  down,  the  water  was  per- 
fe<5tly  frcfli ; but,  after  the  flood  made,  it  became  brackilh  ; 
and,  toward  high  water,  very  much  fo,  even  as  high  up  as 
he  went.  He  landed  upon  an  ifland,  which  lies  between 
this  branch  and  the  Eaftern  one ; and  upon  it  faw  fome  cur- 
rant bufhes,  with  the  fruit  already  fet ; and  fome  other 
fruit-trees  and  buflres,  unknown  to  him.  The  foil  appeared 
to  be  clay,  mixed  with  fand.  About  three  leagues  beyond 
the  extent  of  It  is  fcarch,  or  to  the  Northward  of  it,  lie  ob- 
ferved  there  was  another  feparation  in  the  Eaftern  chain  of 
mountains,  through  which  he  fuppofed  the  river  took  a 
North  Eaft  direction ; but  it  feemed  rather  more  probable 
that  this  was  only  another  branch,  and  that  the  main  chan- 
nel kept  its  Northern  direction,  between  the  two  ridges  or 
chains  of  mountains  before  mentioned.  He  found  that 
thefe  two  ridges,  as  they  extended  to  the  North,  inclined 
more  and  more  to  each  other,  but  never  appeared  to  clofe 
nor  was  any  elevated  land  fecn  between  them,  only  low 
land,  part  woody,  and  part  clear. 


All  hopes  of  finding  a paflage  were  now  given  up.  But 
as  the  ebb  was  almoft  fpent,  and  we  could  not  return  againft 
the  flood,  I thought  I might  as  well  take  the  advantage  of 
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the  latter,  to  get  a nearer  view  of  the  Eaflcrn  branch  ; and,  ,"'a- 

by  that  means,  finally  to  determine  whether  the  low  land  on  • , — > 

the  Eafl  fide  of  the  river  was  an  ifland,  as  we  had  fuppofed, 
or  not.  With  this  purpofe  in  view,  we  weighed  with  the 
firft  of  the  flood,  and,  having  a faint  breeze  at  North  Fafl, 
flood  over  for  the  Eaflcrn  fhore,  with  boats  ahead,  founding. 

Our  depth  was  from  twelve  to  'five  fathoms ; the  bottom  a 
hard  gravel,  though  the  water  was  exceedingly  muddy.  At 
eight  o’clock,  a frefh  breeze  fprung  up  at  Eafl,  blowing  in 
an  oppofitc  dirciflion  to  our  courfc ; fo  that  I dcfpaircd  of 
reaching  the  entrance  of  the  river,  to  which  we  were  ply- 
ing up,  before  high-water.  But  thinking  that  what  the  fliips 
could  not  do,  might  be  done  by  boats,  I difpatched  two, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  King,  to  examine  the 
tides,  and  to  make  fucli  other  obfervations  as  might  give  us 
fome  infight  into  the  nature  of  the  river. 

At  ten  o’clock,  finding  the  ebb  begun,  I anchored  in  nine 
fathoms  water,  over  a gravelly  bottom.  Obferving  the  tide 
to  be  too  flrong  for  the  boats  to  make  head  againfl  it,  I made 
a fignal  for  them  to  return  on  board,  before  they  had  got 
half  way  to  the  entrance  of  the  river  they  were  fent  to  ex- 
amine, which  bore  from  us  South  80°  Eafl,  three  league* 
diflant.  The  principal  information  gained  by  this  tide’s 
work,  was  the  determining  that  all  the  low  land,  which  we 
had  fuppofed  to  be  an  ifland  or  iflands,  was  one  continued 
tract,  from  the  banks  of  the  great  river,  to  the  foot  of  the 
mountains,  to  which  it  joined ; and  that  it  terminated  at  the 
South  entrance  of  this  Eaflcrn  branch,  which  I fhall  diflin- 
guifh  by  the  name  of  River  Turnagain.  On  the  North  fide  of 
this  river,  the  low  land  again  begins,  and  flrctchcs  out 
from  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  down  to  the  banks  of  the 
great  river ; fo  that,  before  the  river  Turnagain,  it  forms  a 
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17?*-  large  bay,  on  (be  South  fide  of  which  we  were  now  at  an- 
. . chor;  and  where  wrc  had  from  twelve  to  five  fathoms,  from 

half-flood  to  high-water. 

After  we  had  entered  the  bay,  the  flood  fet  flrong  into  the 
river  Turnagain ; and  ebb  came  out  with  ftill  greater  force ; 
the  water  falling,  while  we  lay  at  anchor,  twenty  feet  upon 
a perpendicular.  Thefe  circumftances  convinced  me,  that 
no  paflage  was  to  be  cxpctflcd  by  this  fide  river,  any  more 
than  by  the  main  branch.  However,  as  the  w’ater  during 
the  ebb,  though  very  confidcrably  freflier,  had  ftill  a flrong 
degree  of  faltnefs,  it  is  but  reafonable  to  fuppoic,  that  both 
thefe  branches  are  navigable  by  fliips,  much  farther  than 
we  examined  them  ; and  that  by  means  of  this  river,  and  its 
feveral  branches,  a very  extenfive  inland  communication  lies 
• open.  We  had  traced  it  as  high  as  the  latitude  of  61°  30', 

and  the  longitude  of  2 to0;  which  is  feventy  leagues,  or  more, 
from  its  entrance,  without  feeing  the  leaft  appearance  of  its 
fource. 

If  the  difeovery  of  this  great  river  *,  which  promifes  to 
vie  with  the  molt  confiderable  ones  already  known  to  l<e 
capable  of  extenfive  inland  navigation,  fhould  prove  of  ufc 
either  to  the  prefent,  or  to  any  future  age,  the  time  we  fpenc 
in  it  ought  to  be  the  lefs  regretted.  But  to  us,  who  had  a 
much  greater  object  in  view,  the  delay  thus  occafioned  was 
an  eflential  lofs.  The  feafon  was  advancing  apace.  We 
knew  not  how  far  we  might  have  to  proceed  to  the  South ; 
and  we  were  now  convinced,  that  the  continent  of  North 
America  extended  farther  to  the  Weft,  than,  from  the  mo- 

* Captain  Cook  having  here  left  a blank  which  he  had  not  filled  up  with  any  parti- 
cular name,  Lord  Sandwich  directed,  with  the  greateft  propriety,  that  it  fliould  L« 
called  Cock's  Rivtr , 
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dcrn  mo  ft  reputable  charts,  we  had  rcafon  to  expect.  This 
made  the  cxillcnce  of  a paflage  into  Baffin's  or  Hiulfon’s  < — v — > 
Bays  lefs  probable  ; or,  at  lead,  fliewed  it  to  be  of  greater 
extent.  It  was  a fatisfnftion  to  me,  however,  to  refiedt, 
that,  if  I had  not  examined  this  very  confiderable  inlet, 
it  would  have  been  affirmed,  by  fpeculative  fabricators  of 
geography,  as  a fa<5t,  that  it  communicated  with  the  fea  to 
the  North,  or  with  Baffin's  or  Hudfon's  Bay  to  the  Eaflj  and 
been  marked,  perhaps,  on  future  maps  of  the  world,  with 
greater  precifion,  and  more  certain  ftgns  of  reality,  than 
the  invifiblc,  becaufe  imaginary,  Straits  of  dc  Fuca,  and  de 
Fonte. 

In  the  afternoon,  I fent  Mr.  King  again,  with  two  armed 
boats,  with  orders  to  land,  on  the  Northern  point  of  the 
low  land,  on  the  South  Eafl  fide  of  the  river;  there  to  dis- 
play the  flag  i to  take  pofleffion  of  the  country  and  river,  in 
his  Majcfty’s  name  ; and  to  bury  in  the  ground  a bottle, 
containing  fome  pieces  of  Englifh  coin,  of  the  year  177?, 
and  a paper,  on  which  was  inferibed  the  names  of  ourfhips, 
and  the  date  of  our  difeovery.  In  the  mean  time,  the  fhips 
were  got  under  fail,  in  order  to  proceed  down  the  river.  The 
wind  Hill  blue  frefh,  Eaftcrly ; but  a calm  enfued,  not  long 
after  we  were  under  way  ; and  the  flood-tide  meeting  us  off 
the  point  where  Mr.  King  landed  (and  which  thence  got  the 
name  of  Point  Pojfejfton),  we  were  obliged  to  drop  anchor  in 
fix  fathoms  water,  with  the  point  bearing  South,  two  miles 
diftant. 

When  Mr.  King  returned,  he  informed  me,  that  as  he  ap* 
proached  the  fhorc,  about  twenty  of  the  natives  made  their 
appearance,  with  their  arms  extended  ; probably,  to  exprefs 
thus  their  peaceable  difpofition,  and  to  fliew  that  they  were 
4 without. 
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without  weapons.  On  Mr.  King’s,  and  the  gentlemen  with 
him,  landing,  with  mufqucts  in  their  hands,  they  feemed 
alarmed,  and  made  figns  expreflive  of  their  requell  to  lay 
them  down.  This  was  accordingly  done ; and  then  they 
fullered  the  gentlemen  to  walk  up  to  them,  and  appeared  to 
be  cheerful  and  fociable.  They  had  with  them  a few  pieces 
of  frefli  falmon,  and  fcveral  dogs.  Mr.  Law,  furgeon  of  the 
Difcovery,  who  was  one  of  the  party,  having  bought  one  of 
the  latter,  took  it  down  toward  the  boat,  and  (hot  it  dead,  in 
their  fight.  This  feemed  to  furprize  them  exceedingly; 
and,  as  if  they  did  not  think  themfelves  fafe  in  fuch  com- 
pany, they  walked  away ; but  it  was  foon  after  difeovered, 
that  their  fpears,  and  other  weapons,  were  hid  in  the  bulhes 
clofe  behind  them.  Mr.  King  alfo  informed  me,  that  the 
ground  was  fwaropy,  and  the  foil  poor,  light,  and  black.  It 
produced  a few  trees  and  ftirubs;  fuch  as  pines,  alders, 
birch,  and  willows;  rofc  and  currant  bulhes;  and  a little 
grafs ; but  they  faw  not  a fingle  plant  in  flower. 

We  weighed  anchor,  as  loon  as  it  was  high  water;  and, 
with  a faint  breeze  Southerly,  flood  over  to  the  Weft  fhore, 
where  the  return  of  the  flood  obliged  us  to  anchor  early  next 
morning.  Soon  after,  feveral  large,  and  fome  fmall  canoes, 
with  natives,  came  oft',  who  bartered  their  Ikins ; after 
which  they  fold  their  garments,  till  many  of  them  were 
quite  naked.  Amongft  others,  they  brought  a number  of 
white  hair  or  rabbit  Ikins;  and  very  beautiful  reddilh  ones 
of  foxes ; but  there  were  only  two  or  three  Ikins  of  otters. 
They  alfo  fold  us  fome  pieces  of  falmon  and  halibut.  They 
preferred  iron  to  every  thing  elfc  offered  to  them  in  ex- 
change. The  lip-ornaments  did  not  feem  fo  frequent 
amongft  them,  as  at  Prince  William’s  Sound;  but  they  had 
more  of  thofe  which  pafs  through  the  nofc,  and,  in  general, 
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thefe  were  alfo  much  longer.  They  had,  however,  a greater 
quantity  of  a kind  of  white  and  red  embroidered  work  on  >- — « — -* 
fome  parts  of  their  garments,  and  on  other  things,  fuch  as 
their  quivers,  and  knife-cafes. 

At  half  pad  ten,  we  weighed  with  the  firft  of  the  ebb,  and 
having  a gentle  breeze  at  South,  plied  down  the  river;  in 
the  doing  of  which,  by  the  inattention  and  negleft  of  the 
man  at  the  lead,  the  Refolution  ftruck,  and  ftuck  faft  on  a 
bank,  that  lies  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  and  about 
two  miles  above  the  two  projecting  bluff  points  before  men- 
tioned. 1 his  bank  was,  no  doubt,  the  occafion  of  that  very 
flrong  rippling,  or  agitation  of  the  dream,  which  we  had 
obferved  when  turning  up  the  river.  There  was  not  lefs  than 
twelve  feet  depth  of  water  about  the  fhip,  at  the  lowed  of  the 
febb;  but  other  parts  of  the  bank  were  dry.  As  foon  as  the 
fhip  came  aground,  I made  a fignal  for  the  Difcovery  to  an- 
chor. She,  as  I afterward  underdood,  had  been  near  afhore 
on  the  Wed  fide  of  the  bank.  As  the  flood-tide  came  in,  the 
fhip  floated  off,  foon  after  five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  with- 
out receiving  the  lead  damage,  or  giving  us  any  trouble  ; 
and,  after  Handing  over  to  the  Wed  fliorc,  into  deep  wa- 
ter, we  anchored  to  wait  for  the  ebb,  as  the  wind  was  fliil 
contrary. 

We  weighed  again  with  the  ebb,  at  ten  o’clock  at  night; 
and,  between  four  and  five  next  morning,  when  the  tide  was  Wcdnsf.j. 
finiflied,  once  more  cad  anchor  about  two  miles  below  the 
bluff  point,  on  the  Wed  fhore,  in  nineteen  fathoms  water.  A 
good  many  of  the  natives  came  off,  when  vve  were  in  this 
ftation,  and  attended  upon  us  all  the  morning.  Their  com- 
pany was  very  acceptable;  for  they  brought  with  them  a 
large  quantity  of  very  fine  fulmon,  which  they  exchanged  for 
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fuch  trifles  as  we  had  to  give  them.  Moft  of  it  was  fplit 
ready  for  drying ; and  feveral  hundred  weight  of  it  was  pro- 
cured for  the  two  fhips. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  mountains,  for  the  firft  time  fincc 
our  entering  the  river,  were  clear  of  clouds;  and  we  difeo- 
vered  a volcano  in  one  of  thofe  on  the  Weft  fide.  It  is  in  the 
latitude  of  60°  23';  and  is  the  firft  high  mountain  to  the 
North  of  Mount  St.  Auguftine.  The  volcano  is  on  that  fide 
of  it  that  is  next  the  river,  and  not  far  from  the  fummit.  It 
did  not  now  make  any  linking  appearance,  emitting  only  a 
white  fmokc,  but  no  fire. 

The  wind  remaining  Southerly,  we  continued  to  tide  it 
down  the  river ; and,  on  the  5th,  in  the  morning,  coming 
to  the  place  where  we  had  loft  our  kcdgc-anchor,  made  an 
attempt  to  recover  it,  but  without  fuccefs.  Before  we  left 
this  place,  fix  canoes  came  off  from  the  Ealllhores  fome 
conducted  by  one,  and  others  by  two  men.  They  remained 
at  a little  diflance  from  the  fhips,  viewing  them, -with  a 
kind  of  filent  furprize,  at  lealt  half  an  hour,  without  ex- 
changing a Angle  word  with  us,  or  with  one  another.  At 
length,  they  took  courage,  and  came  along  fide ; began  to 
barter  with  our  people;  and  did  not  leave  us  till  they  had 
parted  with  every  thing  they  brought  witn  them,  confiding 
of  a few  Ikins  and  fome  falmon.  And  here  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  remark,  that  all  the  people  we  had  met  with  in 
this  river,  feemed,  by  every  linking  inftance  of  refem- 
blance,  to  be  of  the  fame  nation  with  thofe  who  inhabit 
Prince  \l  illiam's  Sound,  but  differing  cffcntially  from  thofe 
of  Nootka,  or  King  George’s  Sound,  both  in  their  perfons 
and  language.  The  language  of  thefe  is  rather  more  gut- 
tural ; 
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tural ; but,  like  the  others,  they  fpeak  ftrongly  and  diftindt, 
in  words  which  feem  fentcnccs.  < — > 

I have  before  obferved,  that  they  are  in  pofleflion  of  iron ; 
that  is,  they  have  the  points  of  their  fpcars  and  knives  of 
this  metal  -,  and  fomc  of  the  former  are  alfo  made  of  copper. 

Their  fpears  are  like  our  fpontoons;  and  their  knives,  which 
they  keep  in  fheaths,  are  of  a confidcrable  length.  Theft; 
with  a few  glafs  beads,  are  the  only  things  we  faw  amongfl 
them  that  were  not  of  their  own  manufacture.  I have  al- 
ready offered  my  conjectures  from  whence  they  derive  their 
foreign  articles;  and  fhall  only  add  here,  that,  if  it  were 
probable  that  they  found  their  way  to  them  from  fucli  of 
their  neighbours  with  whom  the  Ruffians  may  have  efla- 
blifhed  a trade,  I will  be  bold  to  fay,  the  Ruffians  them- 
felves  have  never  been  amongfl  them : for  if  that  had  been 
the  cafe,  we  fhould  hardly  have  found  them  clothed  in  fuch 
valuable  fkins  as  thofe  of  the  fea-otter. 

There  is  not  the  leafl  doubt,  that  a very  beneficial  fur 
trade  might  be  carried  on  with  the  inhabitants  of  this  vafl 
coaft.  But  unlefs  a Northern  paflage  fhould  be  found  prac- 
ticable, it  feems  rather  too  remote  for  Great  Britain  to  re- 
ceive any  emolument  from  it.  It  mult,  however,  be  ob- 
ferved, that  the  moft  valuable,  or  rather  the  only  valuable 
fkins,  I faw  on  this  Weft  fide  of  America,  were  thofe  of  the 
fea-otter.  All  their  other  fkins  feemed  to  be  of  an  inferior 
quality ; particularly  thofe  of  their  foxes  and  martins.  It 
mult  alfo  be  obferved,  that  moft  of  the  fkins,  which  we  pur- 
chafed,  were  made  up  into  garments.  However,  fome  of 
thefc  were  in  good  condition ; but  others  were  old  and  ragged 
enough ; and  all  of  them  very  loufy.  But  as  thefc  poor 
people  make  no  other  ufc  of  fkins  but  for  clothing  them- 
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j7?«-  felves,  'it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  they  are  at  the  trouble  of 
t — y — / drefling  more  of  them  than  are  neceflary  for  this  purpofe. 

And,  perhaps,  this  is  the  chief  ufe  for  which  they  kill  the 
animals ; for  the  fca  and  the  rivers  feem  to  fupply  them 
with  their  principal  articles  of  food.  It  would,  probably, 
be  much  otherwife,  were  they  once  habituated  to  a conftant 
trade  with  foreigners.  This  intercourfe  would  increafe  their 
wants,  by  introducing  them  to  an  acquaintance  with  new 
luxuries ; and,  in  order  to  be  enabled  to  purchafe  thefe,  they 
would  be  more  afiiduous  in  procuring  fkins,  which  they 
would  foon  difeover  to  be  the  commodity  moft  fought  for; 
and  a plentiful  fupply  of  which,  I make  no  doubt,  would 
be  had  in  the  country. 

It  will  appear,  from  what  has  been  faid  occaftonally  of  the 
tide,  that  it  is  confiderable  in  this  river,  and  contributes  very 
. much  to  facilitate  the  navigation  of  it.  It  is  high-water  in 
the  ftream,  on  the  days  of  the  new  and  full  moon,  between 
two  and  three  o’clock ; and  the  tide  rifes,  upon  a perpendi- 
cular, between  three  and  four  fathoms.  The  rcafon  of  the 
tide’s  being  greater  here,  than  at  other  parts  of  this  coaft, 
is  caftly  accounted  for.  The  mouth  of  the  river  being  fitu- 
ated  in  a corner  of  the  coaft,  the  flood  that  comes  from  the 
ocean  is  forced  into  it  by  both  fliorcs,  and  by  that  means 
fwells  the  tide  to  a great  height.  A view  of  the  chart  will 
illuftratc  this. 

The  variation  of  the  compafs  was  25°  40'  Eaft. 
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Difcoveries  after  leaving  Cook's  River. — If  and  of  St.  Her- 
inogenes. — Cape  IKhitfunday. — Cape  Greville.  — Cape 
Barnabas. — Two  headed  Point. — Trinity  If  and. — Bcer- 
ing's  Foggy  If  and. — A beautiful  bird  deferibed. — Ko- 
diak and  the  Schuntagin  Ifands. — A Ruffian  Letter 
brought  on  board  by  a Native. — Conjectures  about  it. — 
Rock  Point. — Halibut  If  and. — A V oleano  Mountain. — 
Providential  Efcape. — Arrival  of  the  Ships  at  Oona- 
lafcbka. — Inter courfe  with  the  Natives  there. — An- 
other Ruffian  Letter. — Samganoodha  Harbour  deferibed. 


AS  foon  as  the  ebb  tide  made  in  our  favour,  we  weighed, 
and,  with  a light  breeze,  between  Weft  South  Weft,  and 
South  South  Weft,  plied  down  the  river,  till  the  flood  obliged  us 
to  anchor  again.  At  length,  abput  one  o’clock, next  morning, a 
frclh  breeze  fprung  up  at  Weft,  with  which  we  got  under  fail, 
and,  at  eight,  palled  the  Barren  Iflands,  and  firetched  away 
for  Cape  St.  I-Iermogenes.  At  noon,  this  Cape  bore  South 
South  Eaft,  eight  leagues  diflant;  and  the  paflage  between 
the  ifland  of  that  name,  and  the  main  land,  bore  South. 
For  thi3  paflage  I fleered,  intending  to  go  through  it. 
But  foon  after  the  wind  failed  us ; and  we  had  baffling 
light  airs  from  the  Eaftward ; fo  that  I gave  up  my  de- 
fign  of  carrying  the  fhips  between  the  ifland  and  the 
main. 
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17-B.  At  this  time,  we  faw  feveral  columns  of  fmoke,  on  the 

1— v > coaft  of  the  continent,  to  the  Northward  of  the  paflage ; 

and,  moil  probably,  they  were  meant  as  fignals  to  attract 
us  thither.  Here  the  land  forms  a bay,  or  perhaps  a har- 
bour ; olf  the  North  Well  point  of  which  lies  a low,  rocky 
ifland.  There  arc  alfo  fome  other  iflands  of  the  fame  ap- 
pearance, fcattered  along  the  coaft,  between  this  place  and 
Point  Banks. 

At  eight  in  the  evening,  the  ifland  of  St.  Hermogenes  ex- 
tended from  South  half  Eaft,  to  South  South  Eaft,  a quarter 
Eaft ; and  the  rocks  that  lie  on  the  North  fide  of  it  bore 
South  Eaft,  three  miles  diftant.  In  this  fituation,  we  had 
forty  fathoms  water  over  a bottom  of  fand  and  fhells.  Soon 
after,  on  putting  over  hooks  and  lines,  we  caught  feveral 
halibut. 

At  midnight,  being  paft  the  rocks,  we  bore  up  to  the 
Sunday  7.  Southward  s and,  at  noon,  St.  Hermogenes  bore  North, 
four  leagues  diftant.  At  this  time,  the  Southcrnmoft  point 
of  the  main  land,  within  or  to  the  Weftward  of  St.  Hermo- 
gencs,  lay  North  half  Weft,  diftant  five  leagues.  This  pro- 
. montory,  which  is  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  58*  1 j',  and  in 
the  longitude  of  :of  24',  was  named,  after  the  day,  Cape 
It 'bitfunJay.  A large  hay,  which  lies  to  the  Weft  of  it,  ob- 
tained the  name  of  Wbitfantide  Pay.  The  land  on  the  Eaft 
fide  of  this  bay,  of  which  Cape  Whitfunday  is  the  Southern 
point,  and  Point  Banks  the  Northern  one,  is,  in  all  rc- 
. fpctfts,  like  the  ifland  of  St.  Hermogenes;  fecmingly  def- 
titute  of  wood,  and  partly  free  from  fnow.  It  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  covered  with  a mofly  fubftance,  that  gave  it  a 
brownifh  eaft.  There  were  fome  reafons  to  think  it  was 
an  ifland.  If  this  be  fo,  the  laft  mentioned  bay  is  only 
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the  ftrait  or  paflage  that  feparates  it  from  the  main  [is- 
land. ' V > 

Between  one  and  two  in  the  afternoon,  the  wind,  which 
had  been  at  North  Eaft,  Ihifted  at  once  to  the  Southward. 

It  was  unfcttled  till  fix,  when  it  fixed  at  South,  which  was 
the  very  direction  of  our  courfe  ; fo  that  we  were  obliged  to 
ply  up  the  coaft.  The  weather  was  gloomy,  and  the  air 
dry,  but  cold.  We  flood  to  the  Eaftward  till  midnight;  then 
tacked,  and  flood  in  for  the  land  ; and,  between  feven  and 
eight  in  the  morning  of  the  8th,  we  were  within  four  miles  Monday  r, 
of  it,  and  not  more  than  half  a league  from  fomc  iunken 
rocks,  which  bore  Weft  South  Weft.  In  this  fituation  we 
tacked  in  thirty-five  fathoms  water,  the  illand  of  St.  Hermo- 
gcncs  bearing  North,  so1'  Eaft,  and  the  Southcrnmoft  land  in 
fight,  South. 

In  Handing  in  for  this  coaft,  we  crofted  the  mouth  of 
Whitfuntide  Bay,  and  faw  land  all  round  the  bottom  of  it; 
lo  that  either  the  land  is  connctflcd,  or  elfc  the  points  lock 
in,  one  behind  another.  1 am  more  inclined  to  think,  that 
the  former  is  the  cafe  ; and  that  the  land,  Eaft  of  the  bay, 
is  a part  of  the  continent.  Some  fmall  iflands  lie  on  the 
Weft  of  the  bay.  The  fea-coaft  to  the  Southward  of  it  is  ra- 
ther low,  with  projecting  rocky  points,  between  which  are 
fmall  bays  or  inlets.  There  was  no  wood,  and  but  little 
fnow  upon  the  coaft;  but  the  mountains,  which  lie  at  fome 
diflancc  inland,  were  wholly  covered  with  the  latter.  We  flood 
off  till  noon ; then  tacked,  and  flood  in  for  the  land.  The  la- 
titude, at  this  time,  was  57*  52  *' ; Cape  St.  Hcrmogcnes  bore 
North,  30°  Weft,  eight  leagues  diftant ; and  the  Sotnhcrn- 
moft  part  of  the  coaft  in  fight,  the  fame  that  was  feen  be- 
fore, bore  South  Weft,  ten  leagues  diftant.  The  land  here 
forms  a point,  which  was  named  Cape  Greviile.  It  lies  in 
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<hc  latitude  of  570  33',  and  in  the  longitude  of  807*15'; 

l — „ — and  is  diftant  fifteen  leagues  from  Cape  St.  Hermogenes,  in 
the  direction  of  South,  17°  Weft. 

•rutfj.ys.  T he  three  following  days  we  had  almoft  conflant  mifly 

Wcdiwf.  ic.  . ’ ’ 

Thuriday  ■ i.  weather,  with  drizzling  rain;  fo  that  we  feldom  had  a fight 
of  the  coaft.  The  wind  was  South  Eaft  by  South,  and  South 
South  Eaft,  a gentle  breeze,  and  the  air  raw  and  cold.  With 
this  wind  and  weather,  we  continued  to  ply  up  the  coaft, 
making  boards  of  fix  or  eight  leagues  each.  The  depth  of 
water  was  from  thirty  to  fifty-five  fathoms,  over  a coarfe, 
black  fandy  bottom. 

The  fog  clearing  up,  with  the  change  of  the  wind  to  South 

Friday  j*.  Weft,  in  the  evening  of  the  12th,  we  had  a fight  of  the  land 
bearing  Weft,  twelve  leagues  diftant.  We  flood  in  for  it 
early  next  morning.  At  noon  we  were  not  above  three 
miles  from  it ; an  elevated  point,  which  obtained  the  name 
of  Cape  Barnabas , lying  in  the  latitude  of  57*  13'  bore  North 
North  Eaft  half  Eaft,  ten  miles  diftant ; and  the  coaft  extended 
from  North,  42"  Eaft,  to  Weft  South  Weft.  The  North  Eaft 
extreme  was  loft  in  a haze  ; but  the  point  to  the  South  Weft, 
whofe  elevated  fummit  terminated  in  two  round  hills;  on 
that  account  was  called  Two  headed  Point.  This  part  of  the 
coaft,  in  which  are  feveral  fmall  bays,  is  compofed  of  high 
hills  and  deep  vallies  ; and  in  fome  places  we  could  fee  the 
tops  of  other  hills,  beyond  thofe  that  form  the  coaft  ; which 
was  but  little  incumbered  with  fnow,  but  had  a very  barren 
appearance.  Not  a tree  or  bufh  was  to  be  feen  upon  it ; and, 
in  general,  it  had  a brownifli  hue,  probably  the  efFeft  of  a 
mofly  covering. 

I continued  to  ply  to  the  South  Weft  by  Weft,  as  the  coaft 
trended ; and,  at  fix  in  the  evening,  being  midway  between 
6 Cape 
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Cape  Barnabas  and  Two-headed  Point,  and  two  leagues  j??®- 
from  the  fliore,  the  depth  of  water  was  City  two  fathoms,  v. — » — » 
From  this  ftation,  a low  point  of  land  made  its  appearance 
beyond  Two-headed  Point,  bearing  South,  69'  Weft;  and, 
without  it,  other  land  that  had  the  appearance  of  an  iftandr 
bore  South,  59*  Weft. 

At  noon,  on  the  13th,  being  in  latitude  56°  49',  Cape  St. Bar-  Saturday  13. 
nabas  bore  North,  520  Eaft ; Two-headed  Point  North,  14* 

Weft,  feven  or  eight  miles  diftant;  and  the  coaft  of  the  con- 
tinent extended  as  far  as  South,  72^’  Weft ; and  the  land  feen 
the  preceding  evening,  and  fuppofed  to  be  an  illand,  now 
appeared  like  two  iflands.  From  whatever  quarter  Two- 
headed  Point  was  viewed,  it  had  the  appearance  of  being  an 
i/land;  or  elfe  it  is  a peninfula,  on  each  fide  of  which  the 
fliore  forms  a bay.  The  wind  ftill  continued  Wefterly,  a- 
gentle  breeze ; the  weather  rather  dull  and  cloudy,  and  the. 
air  lharp  and  dry. . 

We  were  well  up  with  the  Southernmoil  land  next  morn-  Sunday  j4, 
ing,  and  found  it  to  be  an  ifland,  which  was  named  Trinity 
Jfland.  Its  greateft  extent  is  fix  leagues  in  the  direction  of 
Eaft  and  Weft.  Each  end  is  elevated  naked  land,  and  in 
the  middle  it  is  low ; fo  that,  at  a diflance,  from  fome  points 
of  view,  it  aflumes  the  appearance  of  two  iflands.  It  lies  in 
the  latitude  of  56°  36'  and  in  the  longitude  of  205°;  and  be- 
tween two  and  three  leagues  from  the  continent;  which 
fpace  is  interfperfed  with  ltnall  iflands  and  rocks  ; but  there 
feemed  to  be  good  paflage  enough,  and  alfo  fafe  anchorage.. 

At  firft,  we  were  inclined  to  think,  that  this  was  Beering’s- 
Foggy  Ifland*',  but  its  fituation  fo  near  the  main  does  not  fuit 
his  chart. 

• Tumannii-ejlrcw , e’eft-a-dire,  L'ifit  NMtuft.  Muller,  p.  26t. 
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At  eight  in  the  evening,  we  flood  in  for  the  land,  till  wc 
were  within  a league  of  the  above-mentioned  fmall  iflands. 
The  Wefternmoft  part  of  the  continent  now  in  fight,  being  a 
low  point  facingTrinity  Ifland,  and  which  we  called  CapeTrini- 
ty,  now  bore  Weft  North  Weft.  Inthis  fituation,  having  tacked 
in  fifty-four  fathoms  water,  over  a bottom  of  black  fand, 
we  flood  over  for  the  ifland,  intending  to  work  up  between 
it  and  the  main.  The  land  to  the  Wcftward  of  Two-headed 
Point,  is  not  fo  mountainous  as  it  is  to  the  North  Eaft  of  it, 
nor  docs  fo  much  fnow  lie  upon  it.  There  are,  however, 
a good  many  hills  confiderably  elevated ; but  they  arc  dis- 
joined by  large  tradls  of  flat  land  that  appeared  to  be  per- 
fectly deftitute  of  wood,  and  very  barren. 

As  we  were  Handing  over  toward  the  ifland,  we  met  two 
men  in  a fmall  canoe,  paddling  from  it  to  the  main.  Far 
from  approaching  us,  they  feemed  rather  to  avoid  it.  The 
wind  now  began  to  incline  to  the  South  ; and  we  had  rca- 
fon  to  es peel,  that  it  would  foon  be  at  South  Eaft.  Expe- 
rience having  taught  us,  that  a South  Eafterly  wind  was 
here  generally,  if  not  always,  accompanied  by  a thick  fog, 
I was  afraid  to  venture  through  between  the  ifland  and  the 
continent,  left  the  paflage  fliould  not  be  accomplilhed  before 
night,  or  before  the  thick  weather  came  on ; when  wc  ftiould 
be  obliged  to  anchor,  and,  by  that  means,  lofc  the  advan- 
tage of  a fair  wind.  Thefe  rcafons  induced  me  to  ftretch 
out  to  fea ; and  we  palled  two  or  three  rocky  iflots  that  lie 
near  the  Eaft  end  of  Trinity  Ifland.  At  four  in  the  after- 
noon, having  weathered  the  ifland,  wc  tacked,  and  fleered 
Weft,  Southerly,  with  a frelh  gale  at  South  South  Eaft ; 
which,  before  midnight,  veered  to  the  South  Eaft  ; and  was, 
as  ufual,  attended  with  milly,  drizzling,  rainy  weather. 
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By  the  courfc  wc  fleered  all  night,  I was  in  hopes  of  fall-  jt?*- 
ing  in  with  the  continent  in  the  morning.  And,  doubtlefs,  > — — » 

we  fhould  have  feen  it,  had  the  weather  been,  in  the  leaft,  ,s‘ 

clear ; but  the  fog  prevented.  Seeing  no  land  at  noon,  and 
the  gale  i'ncrcafing,  with  a thick  fog  and  rain,  I fleered  Weft 
North  Weft,  under  fuch  fail  as  wc  could  eafily  haul  the 
wind  with ; being  fully  fcnfible  of  the  danger  of  running 
before  a ftrong  gale  in  a thick  fog,  in  the  vicinity  of  an  un- 
known coaft.  It  was,  however,  neceflary  to  run  fome  rifk 
when  the  wind  favoured  us;  for  clear  weather,  wc  had 
found,  was  generally  accompanied  with  winds  from  the 
Weft. 

Between  two  and  three  in  the  afternoon,  land  was  feen 
through  the  fog,  bearing  North  Weft,  not  more  than  three 
or  four  miles  diftant.  Upon  this,  wc  immediately  hauled 
up  South,  clofe  to  the  wind.  Soon  after,  the  two  courfes 
were  fplit,  fo  that  we  had  others  to  bring  to  the  yards  ; 
and  fcvcral  others  of  our  fails  received  conliderable  da- 
mage. At  nine,  the  gale  abated  ; the  weather  cleared  up; 
and  we  got  fight  of  the  coaft  again,  extending  from  Weft  by 
South  to  North  Weft,  about  four  or  five  leagues  difiant.  On 
lounding,  we  found  a hundred  fathoms  water,  over  a muddy 
bottom.  Soon  after,  the  fog  returned,  and  we  faw  no  more 
of  the  land  all  night. 

At  four  next  morning,  the  fog  living  now  difperfed,  we  TudJay  i«. 
found  ourfclvcs  in  a manner  furrounded  by  land;  the  con- 
tinent, or  what  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  continent,  extending 
from  Weft  South  Weft  to  North  Eaft  by  North  ; and  fome 
elevated  land  bearing  South  Eaft  half  South;  by  eftimation 
eight  or  nine  leagues  diftant.  The  North  Eaft  extreme  of 
the  main  was  the  fame  point  of  land  that  we  had  fallen  in 
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*77^-  with  during  the  fog ; and  wc  named  it  Foggy  Cape.  It  lies 
j in  latitude  56°  31'.  At  this  time,  having  had  but  little  wind 
all  night,  a breeze  fprung  up  at  North  Weft.  With  this  we 
flood  to  the  Southward,  to  make  the  land,  fecn  in  that  di- 
rection, plainer. 

At  nine  o'clock,  we  found  it  to  be  an  ifland  of  about  nine 
leagues  in  compafs;  lying  in  the  latitude  of  56°  10',  and  in 
the  longitude  of  202°  45' ; and  it  is  diftinguiflied  in  our  chart 
by  the  name  of  Foggy  Ifland-,  having  reafon  to  believe,  from 
its  fituation,  that  it  is  the  fame  Which  had  that  name  given 
to  it  by  Beering.  At  the  fame  time,  three  or  four  iflands, 
lying  before  a bay,  formed  by  the  coaft  of  the  main  land, 
bore  North  by  Weft ; a point,  with  three  or  four  pinnacle 
rocks  upon  it,  which  was  called  Pinnacle  Point,  bore  North 
Weft  by  Weft  ; and  a clufter  of  fmall  iflots,  or  rocks,  lying 
about  nine  leagues  from  the  coaft,  South  South  Eaft. 

At  noon,  when  our  latitude  was  56°  9',  and  our  longitude 
201*  4 s',  theie  rocks  bore  South,  5b"  Eaft,  ten  miles  diftant; 
Pinnacle  Point,  North  North  Weft,  diftant  feven  leagues* 
the  neareft  part  of  the  main  land  North  Weft  by  Weft,  fix 
leagues  diftant ; and  the  moft  advanced  land  to  the  South 
Weft,  which  had  the  appearance  of  being  an  ifland,  bore 
Weft,  a little  Southerly.  In  the  afternoon,  we  had  little  or  no 
wind  ; fo  that  our  progrefs  was  inconfiderable.  At  eight  in 
the  evening,  the  coaft  extended  from  South  Weft  to  North 
North  Eaft ; the  neareft  part  about  eight  leagues  diftant. 

Wcdner.  17.  On  the  17th,  the  wind  was  between  Weft  and  North  Weft, 
a gentle  breeze,  and  fometimes  almoft  calm.  The  weather 
was  clear,  and  the  air  fharp  and  dry.  At  noon,  the  conti- 
nent extended  from  South  Weft  to  North  by  Eaft ; the  near- 
eft part  feven  leagues  diftant.  A large  group. of  iflands  lying 
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about  the  fame  diftance  from  the  continent,  extended  from  '7?s- 

June. 

South  26*  Weft,  to  South  52°  Weft.  < — — > 

It  was  calm  great  part  of  the  18th  ; and  the  weather  was  Thurfdayis. 
clear  and  pleafant.  Wc  availed  ourfclvcs  of  this,  by  making 
obfervations  for  the  longitude  and  variation.  The  latter  was 
found  to  be  21°  27'  Eaft.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  there 
is  a continuation  of  the  continent  between  Trinity  Ifland 
and  Foggy  Cape,  which  the  thick  weather  prevented  us 
from  feeing.  For  fome  diftance  to  the  South  Weft  of  that 
Cape,  this  country  is  more  broken  or  rugged  than  any  part 
we  had  yet  feen,  both  with  refpeCt  to  the  hills  themfelvcs, 
and  to  the  coaft,  which  feemed  full  of  creeks,  or  fmall  in- 
lets, none  of  which  appeared  to  be  of  any  great  depth.  Per- 
haps, upon  a clofer  examination,  fome  of  the  projecting 
points  between  thefe  inlets  will  be  found  to  be  iflands.  Every 
part  had  a very  barren  afpetft ; and  was  covered  with  fnow, 
from  the  futtimits  of  the  higheft  hills,  down  to  a very  fmall 
diftance  from  the  fca-coaft. 

Having  occafion  to  fend  a boat  on  board  the  Difcovcry, 
one  of  the  people  in  her  fliot  a very  beautiful  bird  of  the 
awk  kind.  It  is  fomewhat  lefs  than  a duck,  and  of  a black 
colour,  except  the  fore-part  of  the  head,  which  is  white ; 
and  from  above  and  behind  each  eye  arifes  an  elegant  ycU 
lowilh- white  crcft,  revolved  backward  as  a ram’s  horn.  The 
bill  and  feet  are  red.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  aka  moitocbroa  of 
Steller,  mentioned  in  the  Hiftory  of  Kamtfchatka  *.  I think 
the  firft  of  thefe  birds  was  feen  by  us,  a little  to  the  South- 
ward of  Cape  St.  Hcrmogenes.  From  that  time,  wc  gene- 
rally faw  fome  of  them  every  day  ; and  fometimes  in  large 

• P.  153.  Eng.  Tranf. 
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>773-  flocks.  Befules  thefe,  we  daily  faw  moll  of  the  other  fea- 
*___v — -/  birds,  that  are  commonly  found  in  other  Northern  oceans  5 
fuch  as  gulls,  fhags,  puffins,  fheerwaters ; and  fometimes 
ducks,  geefe,  and  fwans.  And  feldom  a day  palled  without 
feeing  feals,  whales,  and  other  large  filh. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  got  a light  breeze  of  wind  Southerly, 
which  enabled  us  to  fleer  Weft,  for  the  channel  that  appear- 
ed between  theiilands  and  the  continent;  and,  at  day  break 
Friday  19.  next  morning,  we  were  at  no  great  diftance  from  it,  and 
found  feveral  other  iflands,  within  thofe  already  fecn  by  us, 
of  various  extent  both  in  height  and  circuit,  liut  between 
thefe  laft  iflands,  and  thofe  before  feen,  there  feemed  to  be 
a clear  channel,  for  which  I fleered,  being  afraid  to  keep 
the  coal!  of  the  continent  aboard,  left  we  fhould  miftake 
fomc  point  of  it  for  an  illand,  and,  by  that  means,  be  drawn 
into  iome  inlet,  and  lofc  the  advantage  of  the  fair  wind, 
which  at  this  time  blew. 

I therefore  kept  along  the  Southernmoft  chain  of  iflands ; 
and  at  noon  we  were  in  the  latitude  of  ss°  >8',  and  in  the 
narroweft  part  of  the  channel,  formed  by  them  and  thofe 
which  lie  along  the  continent,  where  it  is  about  a league 
and  a half,  or  two  leagues  over.  The  larged  illand  in  this 
group  was  now  on  our  left,  and  is  diflinguifhed  by  the  name 
of  Kodiak  *,  according  to  the  information  we  afterward  re- 
ceived. I left  the  reft  of  'them  without  names.  I believe 
them  to  be  the  fame  that  Becring  calls  Schumagin’s 
Iflands -f-;  or  thofe  iflands  which  he  called  by  that  name,  to 
be  a par:  of  them  ; for  this  group  is  pretty  extenfive.  We 

• See  an  Account  of  Kixfck,  in  Starhlin’s  New  Northern  Archipdagcj 
|>.  30-30. 

f See  MuUcr’s  Dtuxvtrttt  iti  Rufti,  p.  161—277. 
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faw  iflands  as  far  to  the  Southward  as  an  ifland  could  be 
feen.  They  commence  in  the  longitude  of  aoo”  15'  Eaft,  and 
extend  a degree  and  a half,  or  two  degrees,  to  the  Well  ward. 
I cannot  be  particular;  as  we  could  not  diftinguifh  all  the 
iflands  from  the  coail  of  the  continent.  Aloft  of  thefe  iflands 
are  of  a good  height,  very  barren  and  rugged  ; abounding 
with  rocks  and  fteep  cliffs,  and  exhibiting  other  romantic 
appearances.  There  are  feveral  fnug  bays  and  coves  about 
them ; ftreams  of  frcfh  water  run  from  their  elevated  parts ; 
fonre  drift  wood  was  floating  around ; but  not  a tree  or  bufli 
was  to  be  feen  growing  on  the  land.  A good  deal  of  fnow  ft  ill 
lay  on  many  of  them;  and  the  parts  of  the  continent,  which 
Ihewed  themfelves  between  the  innermoft  iflands,  were  quite 
covered  with  it. 


At  four  in  the  afternoon,  we  had  pafled  all  the  iflands  that 
lay  to  the  Southward  of  us ; the  Southernmoft,  at  thrs  time, 
bearing  South  3*  Eaft,  and  the  Wefternmoft  point  of  land 
now  in  fight,  South  8a*  Weft.  For  this  point  we  fleered,  and 
palled  between  it  and  two  or  three  elevated  rocks  that  lie 
about  a league  to  the  Eaft  of  it. 

Some  time  after  we  had  got  through  this  channel,  in 
which  we  found  forty  fathoms  water,  the  Difcovcry,  now 
two  miles  aftern,  fired  three  guns,  and  brought  to,  and 
made  the  fignal  to  fpeak  with  us.  This  alarmed  tne  not  a 
little ; and  as  no  apparent  danger  had  been  remarked  in  the 
paflage  through  the  channel,  it  was  apprehended  that  fome 
accident,  fucli  as  fpringing  a leak,  muft  have  happened.  A 
boat  was  immediately  fent  to  her;  and  in  a fliort  time  re- 
turned with  Captain  Clerke.  I now  learned  from  him,  that 
fome  natives,  in  three  or  four  canoes,  who  had  been  fol- 
lowing the  fliip  for  fome  time,  at  length  got  under  his  flern. 
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Jane'  One  t^cm  ^lcn  raa(^c  many  figns,  taking  off  his  cap,  and 

> > bowing,  after  the  manner  of  Europeans.  A rope  being 

handed  down  from  the  fhip,  to  this  he  fattened  a fmall  thin 
wooden  cafe  or  box ; and  having  delivered  this  fafe,  and 
fpoken  fomething,  and  made  fomc  more  figns,  the  canoes 
dropped  aftern,  and  left  the  Difcovery.  No  one  on  board 
her  had  any  fufpicion  that  the  box  contained  any  thing  till 
after  the  departure  of  the  canoes,  when  it  was  accidentally 
opened,  and  a piece  of  paper  was  found,  folded  up  carefully, 
upon  which  fomething  was  written  in  the  Ruffian  language, 
as  was  fuppofed.  The  date  1778  was  prefixed  to  it ; and,  in 
the  body  of  the  written  note,  there  was  a reference  to  the  ' 

year  1776.  Not  learned  enough  to  decypher  the  alphabet  of 
the  writer,  his  numerals  marked  fufficicntly  that  others  had 
preceded  us  in  vifiting  this  dreary  part  of  the  globe,  who  were 
united  to  us  by  other  ties  befides  thofe  of  our  common  nature; 
and  the  hopes  of  foon  meeting  with  fome  of  the  Ruffian 
traders,  could  not  but  give  a fenfible  fatisfa&ion  to  thofe 
who  had,  for  fuch  a length  of  time,  been  converfant  with  the 
favages  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  of  the  continent  of  North 
America. 

Captain  Clerkc  was,  at  firft,  of  opinion,  that  fome  Ruffians 
had  been  fhipwrecked  here;  and  that  tliefe  unfortunate 
perfons,  feeing  our  fhips  pafs,  had  taken  this  method  to  in- 
form us  of  their  fituation.  Impreflcd  with  humane  fenti- 
ments,  on  fuch  an  occafion,  he  was  defirous  of  our  flopping 
till  they  might  have  time  to  join  us.  But  no  fuch  idea  oc- 
curred to  me.  It  feemed  obvious,  that  if  this  had  been  the 
cafe,  it  would  have  been  the  firft  ftep  taken  by  fuch  fhip- 
wrecked perfons,  in  order  to  fecure'  to  themfelves,  and  to 
their  companions,  the  relief  they  could  not  but  be  folicitous 
about,  to  fend  fome  of  their  body  off  to  the  fhips  in  the  ca- 
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noes.  For  ihis  reafon,  I rather  thought  that  the  paper  con-  're- 
tained a note  of  information, -left  by  fome  Ruffian  trader,  ’ «— — ' 

who  had  lately  been  atnongfl  thefe  iflands,  to  be  delivered 
to  the  next  of  their  countrymen  who  Ihould  arrive  j and 
that  the  natives,  feeing  our  fhips  pafs,  and  fuppofing  us  to 
be  Ruffians,  had  refolved  to  bring  off  the  note,  thinking  it 
might  induce  us  to  flop.  Fully  convinced  of  this,  1 did  not 
flay  to  inquire  any  farther  into  the  matter;  but  made  fail, 
and  flood  away  to  the  Weftward,  along  the  coaft:  perhaps  I 
fliould  fay  along  the  iflands ; for  we  could  not  pronounce, 
with  certainty,  whether  the  neareft  land,  within  us,  was 
continent  or  iflands.  If  not  the  latter,  the  coaft  here  forms 
fome  tolerably  large  and  deep  bays. 

We  continued  to  run  all  night  with  a gentle  breeze  at 
North  Eaft;  and,  at  two  o’clock  next  morning,  fome  Saturday  20, 
breakers  were  feen  within  us,  at  the  diftancc  of  two  miles. 

Two  hours  after,  others  were  feen  ahead;  and,  on  our  lar- 
board bow,  and  between  us  and  the  land,  they  were  innu- 
merable. We  did  but  juft  clear  them,  by  holding  a South 
courfe.  Thefe  breakers  were  occafioned  by  rocks;  fome  of 
which  were  above  water.  They  extend  feven  leagues  from 
the  land  ; and  are  very  dangerous,  efpecially  in  thick  wea- 
ther,. to  which  this  coaft  feems  much  fubjeft.  At  noon,  we 
had  juft  got  on  their  outfidc;  and,  by  obfervation,  we  were 
in  the  latitude  of  54*  44',  and  in  the  longitude  of  198*.  The 
neareft  land,  being  an  elevated  bluff  point,  which  was  called 
Rock  Point , bore  North,  feven  or  eight  leagues  diftant;  the 
Wefternmoft  part  of  the  main,  or  what  was  fuppofed  to  be 
the  main,  bore  North  80’  Weft;  and  a round  hill,  with- 
out, which  was  found  to  be  an  ifland,  and  was  called 
Halibut-bead,  bore  South  65'  Weft,  thirteen  leagues  diftant. 
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J77*-  On  the  21ft  at  noon,  having  made  but  little  progrefs,  on 

— » account  of  faint  winds  and  calms,  Halibut-head,  which  lies 

in  the  latitude  of  54°  27',  and  in  the  longitude  of  197*,  bore 
North  a4°  Weft ; and  the  ifland  on  which  it  is,  and  called 
Halibut  7/laitJ,  extended  from  North  by  Eaft,  to  North  Weft 
by  Weft,  two  leagues  diftant.  This  ifland  is  fcven  or  eight 
leagues  in  circuit;  and,  except  the  head,  the  land  of  it  is 
low  and  very  barren.  There  arc  feveral  fmalt  illands  near 
it,  all  of  the  fame  appearance ; but  there  feemed  to  be  a 
pafiage  between  them  and  the  main,  two  or  three  leagues 
broad. 

The  rocks  and  breakers,  before  mentioned,  forced  us  fo 
far  from  the  continent,  that  we  had  but  a diftant  view  of  the 
coaft  between  Rock  Point  and  Halibut  Ifland.  Over  this 
and  the  adjoining  iflands  we  could  fee  the  main  land  co- 
vered with  fnow ; but,  particularly,  fome  hills,  whofe  ele- 
vated tops  were  feen,  towering  above  the  clouds,  to  a mod 
flupendous  height.  The  moll  South  Wefterly  of  thefe 
hills  was  difeovered  to  have  a volcano,  which  continually 
threw  up  vafl  columns  of  black  fmoke.  It  Hands  not  far 
from  the  coaft ; and  in  the  latitude  of  54'  48',  and  the 
longitude  of  195°  4 5'.  It  is  alfo  remarkable,  from  its  figure, 
which  is  a complete  cone;  and  the  volcano  is  at  the  very 
fummit.  We  feldotn  faw  this  (or  indeed  any  other  of  thefe 
mountains)  wholly  clear  of  clouds.  At  times,  both  bale 
and  fummit  would  be  clear ; when  a narrow  cloud,  fomc- 
times  two  or  three,  one  above  another,  would  embrace  the 
middle,  like  a girdle  ; which,  with  the  column  of  fmoke, 
rifing  perpendicular  to  a great  height  out  of  its  top,  and 
fpreading  before  the  wind  into  a tail  of  vail  length,  made  a 
very  pidturefque  appearance.  It  may  be  worth  remarking, 
that  the  wind,  at  the  height  to  which  the  fmoke  of  this 
3 volcano 
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volcano  reached,  moved  fometimes  in  a direction  contrary  jjj*. 
to  what  it  did  at  fea,  even  when  it  blew  a frdli  gale.  > , — » 

In  the  afterr*>on,  having  three  hours  calm,  our  people 
caught  upward  of  a hundred  halibuts,  fome  of  which 
weighed  a hundred  pounds,  and  none  lcfs  than  twenty  pounds. 

This  was  a very  fcafonable  refrelhment  to  us.  In  the  height 
of  our  filhing,  which  was  in  thirty-five  fathoms  water,  and 
three -or  four  miles  from  the  fhore,  a fmall  canoe,  conduc- 
ed by  one  man,  came  to  us  from  the  large  illand.  On  ap- 
proaching the  Ihip,  he  took  off  his  cap,  and  bowed,  as  the 
other  had  done,  who  vifited  the  Difcovcry  the  preceding 
day.  It  was  evident,  that  the  Ruffians  mud  have  a commu- 
nication and  traffic  with  thefe  people ; not  only  from  their 
acquired  politenefs,  but  from  the  note  before  mentioned. 

But  we  had  now  a frefh  proof  of  it ; for  our  prefent  vifiter 
wore  a pair  of  green  cloth  breeches,  and  a jacket  of  black 
cloth,  or  Huff,  under  the  gut-fliirt  or  frock  of  his  own  coun- 
try. He  had  nothing  to  barter,  except  a grey  fo*  Ikin,  and 
fome  filhing  implements  or  harpoons  ; the  heads  of  thelhafts 
of  which,  for  the  length  of  a foot,  or  more,  were  neatly  made 
of  bone,  as  thick  as  a walking-cane,  and  carved.  He  had 
with  him  a bladder,  full  of  fomething,  which  we  fuppofed 
to  be  oil ; for  he  opened  it,  took  a mouthful,  and  then  fallen- 
, ed  it  again. 

His  canoe  was  of  the  fame  make  with  thofe  we  had  feen 
before}  but  rather  fmallcr.  He  uled  the  doublc-bladed 
paddle,  as  did  alfo  thofe  who  had  vifited  the  Difcovcry  In 
his  fize  and  features,  he  exaCly  refem bled  thofe  we  faw  in 
Prince  William’s  Sound,  and  in  the  Great  River ; but  he  was  , 

quite  free  from  paint  of  any  kind;  and  had  the  perforation 
of  his  lip  made  in  an  oblique  direction,  without  any  orna- 
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' . < words  commonly  ufed  by  our  vifiters  in  the  Sound,  when 

repeated  to  him.  But,  perhaps,  our  faulty  pronunciation, 
rather  than  his  ignorance  of  the  dialed!,  may  be  inferred 
from  this. 

The  weather  was  cloudy  and  hazy,  with,  now  and  then, 
Monday «.  funfhine,  till  the  afternoon  of  the  2ad,  when  the  wind  came 
round  to  the  South  Eaft,  and,  as  ufual,  brought  thick:  rainy 
weather.  Before  the  fog  came  on,  no  part  of  the  main  land 
was  in  fight,  except  the  volcano,  and  another  mountain  dole 
by  it.  I continued  to  fleer  Weft  till  feven  in  the  evening, 
when,  being  apprehenfive  of  falling  in  with  the  land  in 
thick  weather,  we  hauled  the  wind  to  the  Southward,  till 
Tuefday  23.  two  o'clock  next  morning,  and  then  bore  away  again 
Weft.  We  made  but  little  progrefs,  having  the  wind  va- 
riable, and  but  little  of  it,  till  at  laft  it  fixed  in  the  Weftern 
board,  and  at  five  in  the  afternoon,  having  a gleam  of  fun- 
fliine,  we  faw  land  bearing  North  59°  Weft,  appearing  in  hib 
locks  like  iflands. 

Wcdnef.  At  fix  in  the  morning  of  the  24th,  we  got  a fight  of  the 
continent;  and  at  nine  it  was  fecn  extending  from  North 
Eaft  by  Eaft,  to  South  Weft  by  Weft,  half  Weft  ; the  neareft 
part  about  four  leagues  diftant.  The  land  to  the  South  Weft 
proved  to  be  iflands;  the  fame  that  had  been  feen  the  pre- 
ceding evening.  But  the  other  was  a continuation  of  the 
continent,  without  any  iflands  to  obflrudt  our  view  of  it.  In 
the  evening,  being  about  four  leagues  from  the  fhorc,  in 
forty-two  fathoms  water,  having  little  or  no  wind,  we  had 
recourfe  to  our  hooks  and  lines ; but  only  two  or  three  fmall 
cod  were  caught. 

The 
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The  next  morning  we  got  a breeze  Eafterly  j and,  what  *778- 
was  uncommon,  with  this  wind,  clear  weather;  fo  that  we  — — * 
not  only  faw  the  volcano,  but  other  mountains,  both  to  the  Tl  ur' Jl''  *>' 
Eall  and  Weft  of  it,  and  all  the  coaft  of  the  main  land  under 
them,  much  plainer  than  at  any  time  before.  It  extended 
from  North  Eall  by  North,  to  North  Weft  half  Weft,  where 
it  feemed  to  terminate,  between  this  point  and  the  iflands 
without  it,  there  appeared  a large  opening,  for  which  I 
fleered,  till  we  raifed  land  beyond  it.  This  land,  although 
wc  did  not  perceive  that  it  joined  the  continent,  made  a paf- 
fage  through  the  opening  very  doubtful.  It  alfo  made  it 
doubtful,  whether  the  land  which  wc  faw  to  the  South  Weft, 
was  infular  or  continental ; and,  if  the  latter,  it  was  obvious 
that  the  opening  would  be  a deep  bay  or  inlet,  from  which, 
if  once  we  entered  it  with  an  Eafterly  wind,  it  would  not 
be  fo  eafy  to  get  out.  Not  caring,  therefore,  to  truft  too 
much  to  appearances,  I fleered  to  the  Southward.  Having 
thus  got  without  all  the  land  in  fight,  I then  fleered  Weft, 
in  which  direction  the  iflands  lay;  for  fuch  we  found  this 
land  to  be. 

By  eight  o’clock  we  had  palled  three  of  them,  all  of  a 
good  height.  More  of  them  were  now  feen  to  the  Weft- 
ward  ; the  South  Wefternmoft  part  of  them  bearing  Weft 
North  Weft.  The  weather,  in  the  afternoon,  became 
gloomy,  and  at  length  turned  to  a mill ; and  the  wind 
blew  frefh  at  Eaft.  I therefore,  at  ten  at  night,  hauled  the 
wind  to  the  Southward  till  day-break,  when  wc  refumed  our  lSi 
courfe  to  the  Weft. 

Day-light  availed  us  little ; for  the  weather  was  fo  thick, 
that  we  could  not  fee  a hundred  yards  before  us;  but  as 
the  wind  was  now  moderate,  I ventured  to  run.  At  half 
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pad  four,  we  were  alarmed  at  hearing  the  found  of  breakers 
on  our  larboard  bow.  On  heaving  the  lead,  we  found 
twenty-eight  fathoms  water  ; and  the  next  call,  twenty-five. 
1 immediately  brought  the  Ihip  to,  with  her  head  to  the 
Northward,  and  anchored  in  this  laft  depth,  over  a bottom 
of  coarfe  fand ; calling,  the  Difeovery,  Ihe  being  clofe  by  us, 
to  anchor  alfo. 


A few  hours  after,  the  fog  having  cleared  away  a little, 
it  appeared  that  we  had  efcaped  very  imminent  danger. 
We  found  ourfclvcs  three  quarters  of  a mile  from  the  North 
Eaft  fide  of  an  ifiand,  which  extended  from  South  by  Weft 
half  Weft,  to  North  by  Eaft  half  Eaft,  each  extreme  about 
a league  diftant.  Two  elevated  rocks,  the  one  bearing 
South  by  Eaft,  and  the  other  Eaft  by  South,  were  about  half 
a league  each  from  us,  and  about  the  fame  diftance  from 
each  other.  There  were  ieveral  breakers  about  them ; and 
yet  Providence  had,  in  the  dark,  conduced  the  ffiips  through, 
between  thefe  rocks,  which  I ftiould  not  have  ventured  in  a 
clear  day,  and  to  fuch  an  anchoring-place,  that  I could  not 
have  chofen  a better. 


Finding  ourfelves  fo  near  land,  I fent  a boat  to  examine 
what  it  produced.  In  the  afternoon  flie  returned ; and  the 
officer,  who  commanded  her,  reported,  that  it  produced 
fome  tolerably  good  grafs,  and  fcvcral  other  fmall  plants 
one  of  which  was  like  purflain,  and  eat  very  well,  either  in 
foups,  or  as  a fallad.  There  was  no  appearance  of  flirubs  or 
trees  ; but  on  the  beach  were  a few  pieces  of  dt  if t- wood.  It 
was  judged  to  be  low-water  between  ten  and  eleven  o’clock; 
and  we  found,  where  we  lay  at  anchor,  that  the  flood-tide 
came  from  the  Eaft  or  South  Eaft. 

In 
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In  the  night,  the  wind  blew  frefli  at  South;  but  was  more 
moderate  toward  the  morning,  and  the  fog  partly  dif- 
perfed.  Having  weighed  at  feven  o’clock,  we  fleered  to 
the  Northward,  between  the  ifl.ind  under  which  we  had  an- 
chored, and  another  fmall  one  near  it.  The  channel  is 
not  above  a mile  broad  ; and  before  we  were  through  it, 
the  wind  failed,  and  we  were  obliged  to  anchor  in  thirty- 
four  fathoms  water.  We  had  now  land  in  every  direction. 
That  to  the  South,  extended  to  the  South  Weft,  in  a ridge 
of  mountains  ; but  our  fight  could  not  determine  whether  it 
compofed  one  or  more  iflands  We  afterward  found  it  to  be 
only  one  ifland,  and  known  by  the  name  of  Oonalajkka.  Be- 
tween it,  and  the  land  to  the  North,  which  had  the  appear- 
ance of  being  a group  of  iflands,  there  feemed  to  be  a chan- 
nel, in  the  direction  of  North  Weft  by  North.  On  a point, 
which  bore  Weft  from  the  fhip,  three  quarter?  of  a mile 
diftant,  were  feveral  natives,  and  their  habitations.  To  this 
place  we  faw  them  tow  in  two  whales,  which  wc  fuppofed 
they  had  juft  killed.  A few  of  them,  now  and  then,  came  off 
to  thefhips,  and  bartered  a few  trifling  things  with  our  peo- 
ple ; but  never  remained  above  a quarter  of  an  hour  at  a time. 
On  the  contrary,  they  rather  feemed  fhy;  and  yet,  wc  could 
judge  that  they  were  no  ftrangers  to  veffels,  in  fomc  degree, 
like  ours.  They  behaved  with  a degree  of  politenefs  un- 
common to  favage  tribes. 

At  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  having  a light  breeze  at 
North  Eaft,  and  the  tide  of  flood  in  our  favour,  we  weighed, 
and  fleered  for  the  channel  above  mentioned,  in  hopes,  af- 
ter we  were  through,  of  finding  the  land  trend  away  to 
the  Northward,  or,  at  leaft,  a paffage  out  to  fea,  to  the 
Weft.  For  we  fuppofed  ourfclves,  as  it  really  happened, 
to  be  amongtl  iflands,  and  not  in  an  inlet  of  the  continent. 

We 
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>778-  Wc  had  not  been  long  under  fail,  before  the  wind  veered  to 
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v~— v— ^ the  North,  which  obliged  us  to  ply.  The  foundings  were 
from  forty  to  twenty-feven  fathoms,  over  a bottom  of  fand 
and  mud.  In  the  evening,  the  ebb  making  again!!  us,  we 
anchored  about  three  leagues  from  our  laft  ftation,  with  the 
paflage  bearing  North  Well. 

S'lnJjy  z8.  At  day-break,  the  next  morning,  wc  weighed,  with  a 
light  breeze  at  South,  which  carried  us  up  to  the  paflage, 
when  it  was  fuccceded  by  variable  light  airs  from  all  di- 
rections. But  as  there  run  a rapid  tide  in  our  favour,  the 
Kefolution  got  through  before  the  ebb  made.  The  Difeo* 
very  was  not  fo  fortunate.  She  was  carried  back,  got 
into  the  race;  and  had  fome  trouble  to  get  clear  of  it. 
As  foon  as  we  were  through,  the  land,  on  one  fide,  was 
found  to  trend  Welt  and  South  Weft;  and  that  on  the 
other  fide  to  trend  North.  This  gave  us  great  reafon  to 
hope,  that  the  continent  had  here  taken  a new  direction, 
which  was  much  in  our  favour,  ncing  in  want  of  wa- 
ter, and  perceiving  that  we  run  fome  rilk  of  driving 
about  in  a rapid  tide,  without  wind  to  govern  the  fhip, 
I flood  for  a harbour,  lying  on  the  South  fide  of  the  paf- 
fage  ; but  wc  were  very  foon  driven  part  it ; and,  to  pre- 
vent being  forced  back  through  the  paflage,  came  to  an 
anchor  in  twenty  eight  fathoms  water,  pretty  near  the 
Southern  fhore,  out  of  the  reach  of  the  ftrong  tide.  And 
yet,  even  here,  wc  found  it  to  run  full  five  knots  and  an 
half  in  the  hour. 

While  we  lay  here,  feveral  of  the  natives  came  off  to  us, 
each  in  a canoe  ; and  bartered  a few  fifliing  implements 
for  tobacco.  One  of  them,  a young  man,  overfet  his  ca- 
noe, while  along-fide  of  one  of  our  boats.  Our  people 

caught 
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caught  hold  of  him;  but  the  canoe  went  adrift,  and,  be-  'J£*- 
ing  picked  up  by  another,  was  carried  afliorc.  The  youth,  > — v~~> 
by  this  accident,  was  obliged  to  come  into  the  Uiip;  and 
he  went  down  into  my  cabin,  upon  the  firft  invitation, 
without  expreffing  the  lead  rcluftance,  or  uncafinefs. 

His  drefs  was  an  upper  garment,  like  a Ihirt,  made  of 
the  large  gut  of  fome  fea-animal,  probably  the  whale; 
and  an  under  garment  of  the  fame  fliape,  made  of  the 
fkins  of  birds,’  dreffed  with  the  feathers  on,  and  neatly 
fewed  together ; the  feathered  fide  being  worn  next  his 
fkin.  It  was  mended,  or  patched,  with  pieces  of  filk- 
ftuff ; and  his  cap  was  ornamented  with  two  or  three  forts 
of  glafs  beads.  His  own  clothes  being  wet,  I gave  him 
others,  in  which  he  dreiled  himfelf,  with  as  much  eafe  as  I 
could  have  done.  From  his  behaviour,  and  that  of  fome 
others,  we  were  convinced  that  thefe  people  were  no  flran- 
gers  to  Europeans,  and  to  fome  of  their  cuftoms.  But  there 
was  fomething  in  our  fliips  that  greatly  excited  their  curio- 
fity  ; for  fuch  as  could  not  come  off  in  canoes,  aflemblcd  on . 
the  neighbouring  hills  to  look  at  them. 

At  low  water,  having  weighed  and  towed  the  fhip  into 
the  harbour,  we  anchored  there  in  nine  fathoms  water,  over 
a bottom  of  land  and  mud.  The  Difcovcry  got  in  foon 
after.  A launch  was  now  fent  for  water;  and  a boat  to 
draw  the  feine-,  but  we  caught  only  four  trout,  and  a few 
other  fmall  fi(h. 

Soon  after  we  anchored,  a native  of  the  ifland  brought 
on  board  fuch  another  note  as  had  been  given  to  Cap- 
tain Clerke.  He  prefented  it  to  me  ; but  it  was  writ- 
ten in  the  Ruffian  language,  which,  as  already  obferv- 
6 ed. 


Digitized  by  Google 


4*4 


A VOYAGE  TO 


177s. 

June. 


Monday  ,9. 


July. 

Thurfday  2. 


cd,  none  of-  us  could  read.  As  it  could  be  of  no  ufe  to 
me,  and  might  be  of  confequcnte  to  others,  I returned  it 
to  the  bearer,  and  difmified,  him  with  a few  prefents;  for 
which  he  exprellcd  his  thanks,  by  making  fevcral  low  bows 
as  he  retired. 

In  walking,  next  day,  along  the  fhore,  I met  with  a 
group  of  natives  of  both  fexes,  feated  on  the  grafs,  at  a 
repaft,  confiding  of  raw  fifh,  which  they  feemed  to  eat 
with  as  much  relilh  as  we  fhould  a turbot,  l'eived  up  with 
the  richcft  fauce.  By  the  evening  we  had  completed  our 
water,  and  made  fuch  obfervations  as  the  time  and  wea- 
ther would  permit.  I have  taken  notice  of  the  rapidity 
of  the  tide  without  the  harbour ; but  it  was  inconfider- 
able  within.  It  was  low  water  at  noon ; and  high  wa- 
ter at  half  pafl  fix  in  the  evening  ; and  the  water  rofe,  upon 
a perpendicular,  three  feet  four  inches  ; but  there  were 
marks  of  its  fometimes  rifing  a loot  higher. 

Thick  fogs,  and  a contrary  wind,  detained  us  till  the 
2d  of  July,  which  afforded  an  opportunity  of  acquir- 
ing fome  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  of  its  inhabit- 
ants. The  refult  of  our  obfervations  will  be  mentioned  in 
another  place.  At  prefent,  I lhall  only  delcribc  the  har- 
bour. 

It  is  called,  by  the  natives,  Satnganoodba ; and  i6  fituated 
on  the  North  fide  of  Oonalafhka,  in  the  latitude  of  53°  SS  t 
in  the  longitude  of  193°  30' ; and  in  the  flrait,  or  pafl’age, 
that  feparates  this  ifland  from  thofe  that  lie  to  the  North 
of  it,  and  whofe  pofition  before  the  harbour  Ihelters  it 
from  the  winds  that  blow  from  that  quarter.  It  runs 
in.  South  by  Weft,  about  four  miles,  and  is  about  a 
4 mile 
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mile  broad  at  the  entrance ; narrowing  toward  the.  head,  '7-3- 
where  its  breadth  is  not  above  a quarter  of  a mile,  and  <— — 
where.  Ihips  can  lie  land  locked,  in  feven,  fix,  and  four 
fathoms  water.  Crcat  plenty  of  good  water  may  be  eafily 
got ; but  not  a Angle  Hick  of  wood  of  any  fize. 
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Progrefs  Northward,  after  leaving  Oonalafoka.  — The 
Ijlands  Oonella  and  Acootan. — Ooneemak. — Sha/lownefs 
of  the  Water  along  the  Coajl. — Briflol  Bay. — Round 
Ifand. — Calm  Point. — Cape  Newenham. — Lieutenant 
Williamfon  lands , and  his  Report. — Brifol  Bay,  and  its 
Extent. — The  Ships  obliged  to  return,  on  account  of 
Shoals. — Natives  come  off  to  the  Ships. — Death  of  Mr. 
Anderfon  j his  Character ; and  Ifand  named  after 
him. — Point  Rodney. — Sledge  Ifand,  and  Remarks  on 
landing  there — King's  Ifand. — Cape  Prince  of  Wales, 
the  Wefern  Extreme  of  America. — Courfe  W if  ward. 
— Anchor  in  a Bay  on  the  Coaf  of  Afa. 

jui/.'  T T A VING  put  to  fea  with  a light  breeze,  at  South  South 
^ ^ f JL  J.  Eafl,  we  fleered  to  the  North,  meeting  with  nothing 
to  obftruft  us  in  this  courfe.  For,  as  I obferved  before,  the 
Ifland  of  Oonalalhka,  on  the  one  fide,  trended  South  Weft; 
and,  on  the  other,  no  land  was  to  be  feen  in  a direftion  more 
Northerly  than  North  Eafl ; the  whole  of  which  land  was  a 
continuation  of  the  fame  group  of  iflands  which  we  had 
fallen  in  with  on  the  25th  of  June.  That  which  lies  before 
Samganoodha,  and  forms  the  North  Eafl  fide  of  the  paflage 
through  which  wc  came,  is  called  Oonella,  and  is  about 
. feven  leagues  in  circumference.  Another  ifland,  to  the 
North  Eafl  of  it,  is  called  Acootan,  which  is  confidcrably 
larger  than  Oonella,  and  hath  in  it  fomc  very  high  moun- 
1 tains, 
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tains,  which  were  covered  with  fnow.  It  appeared,  that 
wc  might  have  gone  very  fafely  between  thefe  two  Hlands 
and  the  continent,  the  South  Weft  point  of  which  opened 
off  the  North  Eaft  point  of  Acootan,  in  the  direction 
of  North,  6o°  Eaft ; and  which  proved  to  be  the  fame 
point  of  land  we  had  feen  when  wc  quitted  the  coall 
of  the  continent,  on  the  25th  of  June,  to  go  without  the 
iftands.  It  is  called  by  the  people  of  thefe  parts  Oonemak , 
and  lies  in  the  latitude  of  54°  30',  and  in  the  longitude  of 
192*  30'.  Over  the  cape,  which,  of  itfelf,  is  high  land,  is 
a round  elevated  mountain,  at  this  time  entirely  covered 
with  fnow. 

At  Gx  in  the  evening,  this  mountain  bore  Eaft,  2°  North ; 
and  at  eight  we  had  no  land  in  fight.  Concluding,  there- 
fore, that  the  coaft  of  the  continent  had  now  taken  a North 
Eafterly  direction,  I ventured  to  ftccr  the  fame  courfe,  till 
one  o’clock  next  morning,  when  the  watch  on  deck  thought 
they  faw  land  ahead.  Upon  this  wc  wore,  and  ftood  to  the 
South  Weft  for  two  hours,  and  then  refumed  our  courfc  to 
the  Eaft  North  Eaft. 

At  fix  o’clock,  land  was  feen  ahead,  bearing  South  Eaft, 
about  five  leagues  diftant.  As  we  advanced,  we  raifed  more 
and  more  land,  all  conneiiled,  and  feemingly  in  the  direction 
of  our  courfe.  At  noon,  it  extended  from  South  South  Weft 
to  Eaft;  the  neared  part  five  or  fix  leagues  diftant.  Our  la- 
titude, at  this  time,  was  yj°  21',  and  our  longitude  195' 18'. 
This  coaft  is  on  the  North  Weft  fide  of  the  volcano  mountain; 
fo  that  we  muft  have  feen  it,  if  the  weather  had  been  to- 
lerably clear. 

At  fix  in  the  evening,  after  having  run  eight  leagues 
upon  an  Eaft  by  North  courfe  from  noon,  we  founded,  and 
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found  forty-eight  fathoms,  over  a bottom  of  black  fand. 
Being  at  this  time  four  leagues  from  the  land,  the  Eaftern 
part  in  fight  bore  Eaft  South  Eaft,  and  appeared  as  a high 
round  hummock,  fccmingly  detached  from  the  main. 

Having  continued  to  fleer  Faft  North  Eaft  all  night,  at 
eight  in  the  morning  of  the  4th,  the  coaft  was  feen  from 
South  South  Weft,  and  Eaft  by  South  ; and  at  times  we  could 
fee  high  land,  covered  with  fnow,  behind  it.  Soon  after,  it 
fell  calm,  and  being  in  thirty  fathoms  water,  wc  put  over 
hooks  and  lines,  and  caught  a good  number  of  fine  cod-filh. 
At  noon,  having  now  a breeze  from  the  Eaft,  and  the  wea- 
ther being  clear,  wc  found  ourfclvcs  fix  leagues  from  the 
land,  which  extended  from  South  by  Weft  to  Eaft  by  South. 
The  hummock,  feen  the  preceding  evening,  bore  South 
Weft  by  South,  ten  leagues  diftant.  Our  latitude  was  now 
5j°  yo',  and  our  longitude  197°  3'.  A great  hollow  fwell 
from  Weft  South  Weft,  allured  us,  that  there  was  no  main 
land  near.'in  that  direction.  I ftood  to  the  North  till  fix  in 
the  afternoon,  when  the  wind  having  veered  to  South  Eaft, 
enabled  us  to  fleer  Eaft. North  Eaft.  The  coaft  lay  in  this 
dirciftion,  and,  at  noon  the  next  day,  was  about  four  leagues 
diftant. 

On  the  6th  and  7th,  the  wind  being  Northerly,  wc  made 
but  little  progrefs.  At  eight  in  the  evening  of  the  latter,  we 
were  in  nineteen  fathoms  water,  and  about  three  or  four 
leagues  from  the  coaft,  which,  on  the  8th,  extended  from 
South  South  Weft  to  I aft  by  North,  and  was  all  low  land, 
with  a ridge  of  mountains  behind  it,  covered  with  fnow. 
It  is  probable,  that  this  low  coaft  extends,  fome  diftance,  to 
the  South  Weft  ; and  that  fuch  places  as  wc  fometimes  took 
for  inlets  or  bays,  arc  only  vallies  between  the  mountains. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  with  a breeze  at  North  Weft, 
we  fleered  Eaft  by  North,  to  get  nearer  the  coaft.  At  noon,  we 
were  in  the  latitude  of  570  49',  and  in  the  longitude  of  201' 
33',  and  about  two  leagues  from  the  land,  which  extended 
from  South  by  Eaft  to  Eaft  North  Eaft  ; being  all  a low  coaft, 
with  points  fhooting  out  in  fome  places,  which,  from  the 
deck,  appeared  like  iflandsj  but,  from  the  mad-head,  low 
land  was  feen  to  conne>ft  them.  In  this  fituation,  the 
depth  of  water  was  fifteen  fathoms,  the  bottom  a fine 
black  land. 

As  we  had  advanced  to  the  North  Eaft,  we  had  found  the 
depth  of  water  gradually  dccrealing,  and  the  coaft  trending 
more  and  more  Northerly.  But  the  ridge  of  mountains  be- 
hind it,  continued  to  lie  in  the  fame  direflion  as  thofe  more 
Wefterly ; fo  that  the  extent  of  the  low  land,  between  the 
foot  of  the  mountains  and  the  fea  coaft,  infenfibly  increafcd. 
Both  high  and  low  grounds  were  perfectly  deftitutc  of 
wood;  but  feemed  to  be  covered  with  a green  turf,  except 
the  mountains,  which  were  covered  with  fnow.  Continuing 
to  fleer  along  the  coaft,  with  a gentle  breeze  Wefterly,  the 
water  gradually  fhoaled  from  fifteen  to  ten  fathoms,  though 
we  "were  at  the  diftance  of  eight  or  ten  miles  from  the. 
fliore.  At  eight  in  the  evening,  an  elevated  mountain, 
which  had  been  in  fight  for  fome  time,  bore  South  Eaft  by 
Eaft,  twenty-one  leagues  diftant.  Some  other  mountains, 
belonging  to  the  fame  chain,  and  much  farther  diftant, 
bore  Eaft  3*  North.  The  coaft  extended  as  far  as  North 
Eaft  half  North,  where  it  feemed  to  terminate  in  a point, 
beyond  which  we  hoped  and  expected,  that  it  would  take  a 
more  Eafterly  direiftion.  But  foon  after,  we  difeovered  tow 
land,  extending  from  behind  this  point,  as  far  as  North 
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yj*-  Weft  by  Weft,  where  it  was  loft  in  the  horizon  j and  behind 
«- — v — i it  was  high  land,  that  appeared  in  detached  hills. 

Thus  the  fine  profpcft  we  had  of  getting  to  the  North 
vanifhed  in  a moment.  I flood  on  till  nine  o’clock,  for  fo 
long  it  was  light,  and  then  the  point  above  mentioned,  bore 
North  Eaft  half  Eaft,  about  three  miles  diftanr.  Behind  this 
point  is  a river,  the  entrance  of  which  feemed  to  be  a mile 
broad  j but  I can  fay  nothing  as  to  its  depth.  The  water 
appeared  difcolourcd,  as  upon  fhoals,  but  a calm  would 
have  given  it  the  fame  afpecl.  It  feemed  to  have  a winding 
direction,  through  the  great  flat  that  lies  between  the  chain 
of  mountains  to  the  South  Eaft,  and  the  hills  to  the  North 
Weft.  It  muft  abound  with  falmon,  as  we  faw  many  leap- 
ing in  the  fea  before  the  entrance  ; and  fome  were  found  in 
the  maws  of  cod  which  we  had  caught.  The  entrance  of 
this  river,  diflinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Brijtol  River,  lies 
in  the  latitude  of  ,58*  37',  and  in  the  longitude  of  aot*  55'. 

Having  fpent  the  night  in  making  flsort  boards  ; at  day- 
j . , break  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  we  made  fail  to  the  Weft 

South  Weft,  with  a gentle  breeze  at  North  Eaft.  At  eleven 
o’clock,  we  thought  the  coaft  to  the  North  Weft  terminated 
in  a point,  bearing  North  Weft  by  Weft  } and  as  we  had  nt>w 
deepened  the  water  from  nine  to  fourteen  fathoms,  I fleered 
for  the  point,  ordering  the  Difcovery  to  keep  ahead.  But 
before  Ihe  had  run  a mile,  fhe  made  a fignal  for  fhoal 
water.  At  that  inftant,  we  had  the  depth  of  feven  fathoms  r 
and  before  we  could  get  the  Ihip's  head  the  other  way,  had 
lefs  titan  five ; but  the  Difcovery  hatl  lefs  than  four. 

We  flood  back  to  the  North  Eaft,  three  or  four  miles  ; but 
finding  there  was  a ftrong  tide  or  current  fetting  to^Jae  Weft 
South  Weft,  that  i3  toward  the  flioal,  we  anchored  in  ten 
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fathoms,  over  a bottom  of  fine  fa  nd.  Two  hours  afier  we  '7?s' 

July. 

had  anchored,  the  water  had  fallen  two  feet  and  upward ; 
which  proved,  that  it  was  the  tide  of  ebb  that  came  from 
the  river  above  mentioned.  We  alfo  examined  fomc  of  the 
water  which  we  had  taken  up,  and  found  that  it  was  not 
half  fo  fait  as  common  fea  water.  This  furniflied  another 
proof,  that  we  were  before  a large  river. 

At  four  in  the  afternoon,  the  wind  fluffing  to  South  Well, 
we  weighed  and  flood  to  the  Southward,  with  boats  ahead 
founding  ; and  parted  over  the  South  end  of  the  fhoal,  in  fix 
fathoms  water.  We  then  got  into  thirteen  and  fifteen;  in 
which  laft  depth  we  anchored,  at  half  part  eight ; fomc  part 
of  the  chain  of  mountains,  on  the  South  Eaft  fliore,  in  fight, 
bearing  South  Eaft  half  South  ; and  the  Wefternmoft  land  on 
the  other  fliore,  North  Weft.  We  had,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day,  feen  high  land,  bearing  North,  60°  Weft,  by  ellimation 
twelve  leagues  diftant. 

Having  weighed  next  morning,  at  two  o’clock,  with  a Saturday  u. 
light  breeze  at  South  Weft  by  Weft,  we  plied  to  windward 
till  nine;  when  judging  the  flood  tide  to  be  now  made 
againft  us,  we  came  to  an  anchor  in  twenty-four  fathoms. 

We  lay  here  till  one,  when  the  fog,  which  had  prevailed 
this  morning,  difperfing,  and  the  tide  making  in  our  fa- 
vour, we  weighed  and  plied  to  the  South  Weft.  In  the 
evening,  the  wind  was  very  variable,  and  we  had  fome 
thunder.  We  had  heard  none  before,  fince  our  arrival  upon 
the  coart ; and  this  was  at  a great  diftance. 

The  wind  having  fettled  again  in  the  South  Weft  quarter, 
in  the  morning  of  the  tath,  we  flood  to  the  North  Weft,  and  Suriayu. 
at  ten  faw  the  continent.  At  noon,  it  extended  from  North 
Eaft  by  North,  to  North  North  Weft  a quarter  Weft ; and  an 
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Monday  13* 


hiy.’  elevated  hill  bore  North  North  Well,  ten  leagues  diftant 
* — -v — ' This  proved  to  be  an  ifland,  which,  from  its  figure,  obtained 
the  name  of  Round  Ijhnd.  It  lies  in  the  latitude  of  58*  37', 
and  in  the  longitude  of  200*  6’,  and  feven  miles  from  the 
continent.  In  the  evening  at  nine,  having  flood  to  the 
Northward  to  within  three  leagues  of  the  fliore,  we  tacked 
in  fourteen  fathoms  water;  the  extremes  of  the  coift  bear- 
ing bail  South  Eail  half  bail,  and  Well.  The  wind  veering 
to  the  North  Weft,  enabled  us  to  make  a good  llretch  along 
Monday  13.  fliore,  till  two  o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  we  got  all  at 
once  into  fix  fathoms  water,  being  at  this  time  two  leagues 
from  the  fliore.  After  edging  off  a little,  our  depth  gradu- 
ally increafed,  and  at  noon  we  had  twenty  fathoms,  when 
the  latitude  was  58”  13',  and  the  longitude  199°.  Round 
Ifland  bore  North,  5°  Eaft ; and  the  Weft  extreme  of  the 
coaft  North,  16*  Weft,  feven  leagues  diftant.  It  is  an  ele- 
vated point,  which  obtained  the  name  of  Calm  Point,  from 
our  having  calm  weather  when  ofF  it.  To  the  North  Weft 
of  Round  Ifland  arc  two  or  three  hillocks,  that  appeared  like 
iflands ; and  it  is  poflible  they  may  be  fuch ; for  we  had 
but  a diftant  view  of  the  coaft  in  this  place. 

Tanday  14.  During  the  14th  and  15th,  our  progrefs  -was  flow,  hav- 
C "S"  ing  little  wind,  and  fometimes  fo  thick  a fog,  that  we 
could  not  fee  the  length  of  the  fliip.  The  foundings  were 
from  fourteen  to  twenty-fix  fathoms ; and  wc  had  tolerable 
fucccfs  in  filling,  catching  cod,  and  now  and  then  a few 
T>«fd,yi6.  flat  fifli.  At  five  in  the  morning  of  the  16th,  the  fog  hav- 
ing cleared  up,  we  found  ourfelvcs  nearer  the  land  than  we 
* expcdlcd.  Calm  Point  bore  North,  72*  Eaft,  and  a point 
eight  leagues  from  it,  in  the  diredlion  of  Weft,  bore  North, 
. 3“  Eaft,  three  miles  diftant.  Between  thefe  two  points,  the 

coaft  forms  a bay,  in  fomc  parts  of  which  the  land  was 
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hardly  vifible  from  the  mail  head.  There  is  alfo  a bay  on  yjj®- 

the  North  Weft  fide  of  this  laft  point,  between  it  and  an  cle-  ' 

vated  promontory,  which,  at  this  time,  bore  North,  36°  Weft, 
fixteen  miles  diftant.  At  nine,  I fent  Lieutenant  Williamfon 
to  this  promontory,  with  orders  to  land,  and  fee  what  di- 
redion  the  coaft  took  beyond  it,  and  what  the  country  pro- 
duced ; for,  from  the  lhips,  it  had  but  a barren  appear- 
ance. We  found  here  the  flood-tide  fetting  ftrongly  to  the 
North  Weft  along  the  coaft.  At  noon  it  was  high-water, 
and  we  anchored  in  twenty-four  fathoms,  four  leagues 
diftant  from  the  ihore.  At  five  in  the  afternoon,  the  tide 
making  in  our  favour,  we  weighed,  and  drove  with  it ; for 
there  was  no  wind. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Williamfon  returned,  and  reported,  that  he 
had  landed  on  the  point,  and,  having  climbed  the  higheft 
hill,  found,  that  the  fartheft  part  of  the  coaft  in  fight  bore 
nearly  North.  He  took  pofleflion  of  the  country  in  his 
Majcfty’s  name,  and  left  on  the  hill  a bottle,  in  which  was 
inferibed,  on  a piece  of  paper,  the  names  of  the  lhips,  and 
the  date  of  the  difeovery.  The  promontory,  to  which  he 
gave  the  name  of  Cape  Ncwenbam,  is  a rocky  point,  of  tole- 
rable height,  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  58*  42',  and  in  the 
longitude  of  197“  36'.  Over,  or  within  it,  are  two  elevated 
hills,  riling  one  behind  the  other.  The  innermoft,  or  Eaft- 
ernmoft,  is  the  higheft.  The  country,  as  far  as  Mr.  Wil- 
liamfon could  fee,  produces  neither  tree  nor  Ihrub.  The 
hills  are  naked  ; but  on  the  lower  grounds  grew  grafs,  and 
other  plants,  very  few  of  which  were  in  flower.  He  faw  no 
other  animal  but  a doe  and  her  fawn  j and  a dead  fea-horfe, 
or  cow,  upon  the  beach.  Of  thefe  animals  we  had  lately 
feen  a great  many. 

■ Vol.  II.  3 K , As 
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jui*'  As  the  coaft  takes  a Northerly  dirc&ion  from  Cape  Newen- 

i i < ham,  that  Cape  fixes  the  Northern  limit  of  the  great  bay 

and  gulph,  lying  before  the  river  Briflol,  which,  in  honour 
of  the  admiral  Earl  of  Briftol,  was  named  Brijhl  Bay.  Cape 
Ooncemak  is  the  South  limit  of  this  bay  ; and  is  diftant  eighty- 
two  leagues  from  Cape  Newenham,  in  the  direction  of  South 
South  Weft. 

About  eight  in  the  evening,  a light  breeze  fpringing  up, 
which  fixed  at  South  South  Eaft,  we  (leered  North  Weft, 
and  North  North  Weft,  round  Cape  Newenham,  which,  at 
Friday  17.  noon  next  day,  bore  South  by  Eaft,  diftant  tour  leagues.  At 
this  time  the  moft  advanced  land  to  the  Northward  bore 
North,  30*  Eaft;  our  depth  of  water  was  feventeen  fathoms ; 
and  the  neareft  Ihorc  34  leagues  diftant.  We  had  but  little 
wind  all  the  afternoon  ; fo  that,  at  ten  at  night,  we  had 
only  made  three  leagues  upon  a North  courfe. 

Saturdiy  18.  We  fleered  North  by  Weft  till  eight  the  next  morning, 
when,  our  depth  of  water  decreafing  fuddenly  to  five  and 
{even  fathoms,  we  brought  to,  till  a boat  from  each  fliijv 
was  fent  ahead  to  found,  and  then  (leered  North  Eaft  after 
them  ; and  at  noon  we  had  deepened  the  water  to  feventeen. 
fathoms.  At  this  time,  Cape  Newenham  bore  South,  9° 
Eaft,  diftant  eleven  or  twelve  leagues ; the  North  Eaft  ex- 
treme of  the  land  in  fight  North,  66°  Eaft;  and  the  neareft 
fhore  about  four  or  five  leagues  diftant.  Our  latitude,  by 
obfervation,  was  59'  16'. 

Between  this  latitude  and  Cape  Newenham,  the  coaft  is 
compofed  of  hills,  and  low  land,  and  appeared  to  form 
fcveral  bays.  A little  before  one  o’clock,  the  boats  ahead1 
made  the  fignal  for  meeting  with  fhoal  water.  It  feems 
they  had  only  two  fathoms ; aud,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
4 drips 
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fhips  were  in  fix  fathoms.  By  hauling  a little  more  to  y^®- 
the  Northward,  we  continued  in  much  the  fame  depth  till  i_-v— -> 
between  five  and  fix  o’clock,  when  the  boats  meeting  with 
lei's  and  Ids  water,  I made  the  fignal  to  the  Difcovery,  fhe 
being  then  ahead,  to  anchor,  which  we  did  foon  after.  In 
bringing  our  lhip  up,  the  cable  parted  at  the  clinch,  which 
obliged  us  to  come  to  with  the  other  anchor.  We  rode  in 
fix  fathoms  water,  a fandy  bottom,  and  about  four  or  five 
leagues  from  the  main-land ; Cape  Newenham  bearing 
South,  feventeen  leagues  diftant.  The  fartheft  hills  we 
could  fee  to  the  North,  bore  North  Eaft  by  Eaft ; but  there 
was  low  land  ftretching  out  from  the  high  land,  as  far  as 
North  by  Eaft.  Without  this,  was  a Ihoal  of  fand  and  Hones, 
that  was  dry  at  half  ebb. 

I had  fent  the  two  Mailers,  each  in  a boat,  to  found  be- 
tween this  Ihoal  and  the  coaft.  On  their  return,  they  re- 
ported, that  there  was  a channel,  in  which  they  found  fix 
and  feven  fathoms  water ; but  that  it  was  narrow  and  intri- 
cate. At  low  water,  we  made  an  attempt  to  get  a liawfer 
round  the  loll  anchor ; but  did  not  fucceed  then.  However, 
being  determined  not  to  leave  it  behind  me,  as  long  as 
there  was  a probability  of  recovering  it,  I perfevered  in  my 
endeavours ; and  at  laft  fuccecdcd  in  the  evening  of  the  soth.  Monday  10. 

While  we  were  thus  employed,  I ordered  Captain  Clerke 
to  fend  his  Mailer  in  a boat  to  look  for  a paflage  in  the 
South  Well  quarter.  He  did  fo  ; but  no  channel  was  to  be 
found  in  that  dirc<5tion  ; nor  did  there  appear  to  be  any  way 
to  get  clear  of  thefe  Ihoals,  but  to  return  by  the  track  which 
had  brought  us  in.  For,  although  by  following  the  channel 
we  were  in,  we  might  probably  have  got  farther  down  the 
coaft  ; and  though  poflibly  this  channel  might  have  led  us 
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joi*  at  ^ ,0  l^e  ^ort^’  clear  °f  the  flioals,  ftill  the  attempt 
1 — would  have  been  attended  with  vaft  rifle;  and  if  we  fhould 
not  have  fucceeded,  there  would  have  been  a confiderable 
lofs  of  time  that  could  ill  be  fpared.  Thefe  rcafons  induced 
me  to  return  by  the  way  in  which  we  came  ; and  fo  get 
without  the  flioals. 

A number  of  lunar  obfervations  made  by  Mr.  King  and  my- 
felf,  on  this,  and  the  four  preceding  days,  and  all  reduced  to 
the  fliip’sprefent  ftation,  gave  the  longitude,  197°  45'  48" 

By  the  time-keeper  it  was  - 1970  26'  48" 

Our  latitude  was  - 59“  37'  30" 

Variation  by  the 
mean  of  three 
compafles, 

The  Northernmoft  part  of  the  coaft  that  we  could  fee 
from  this  ftation,  I judged  to  lie  in  the  latitude  of  60°.  It 
feemed  to  form  a low  point,  which  obtained  the  name  of 

Shoal  Nejt . 

The  tide  of  flood  fets  to  the  North,  and  the  ebb  to  the 
South.  It  rifes  and  falls,  upon  a perpendicular,  five  or  fix 
feet;  and  I reckon  it  to  be  high-water,  on  the  full  and  change 
days,  at  eight  o'clock. 

T«itfday  si.  Having  weighed  at  three  in  the  morning  on  the  21ft,  with 
a light  breeze  at  North  North  Weft,  we  fleered  back  to  the 
Southward,  having  three  boats  ahead  to  direct  us.  But, 
notwithftanding  this  precaution,  we  found  more  difficul- 
ty in  returning  than  we  had  in  advancing-,  and  at  lafl 
were  obliged  to  anchor,  to  avoid  running  upon  a flioal, 
which  had  only  a depth  of  five  feet.  While  we  lay  here, 
twenty-feven  men  of  the  country,  each  in  a canoe,  came 
oft’ to  the  fliips,  which  they  approached  with  great  caution; 

hollowing 
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hollowing  and  opening  their  arms  as  they  advanced.  This,  '778. 
we  underftood,  was  to  cxprefs  their  pacific  intentions.  At  v — — « 
length  fomc  approached  near  enough  to  receive  a few  trifles 
that  were  thown  to  them.  This  encouraged  the  reft  to  ven- 
ture along-fidc  ; and  a traffic  prefently  commenced  between 
them  and  our  people  ; who  got  drefles  of  fkins,  bows,  ar- 
rows, darts,  wooden  veflels,  Gfc. ; our  vifiters  taking  in - 
exchange  for  thefe  whatever  was  offered  them.  They 
feemed  to  be  the  fame  fort  of  people  that  we  had  of  late 
met  with  all  along  this  coaft  ; wore  the  fame  kind  of  orna- 
ments in  their  lips  and  nofes ; but  were  far  more  dirty,  and 
not  fo  well  clothed.  They  appeared  to  be  wholly  unac- 
quainted with  people  like  us ; they  knew  not  the  ufe  of 
tobacco;  nor  was  any  foreign  article  feen  in  their  poffef- 
fion,  unlcfs  a knife  may  be  looked  upon  as  fuch.  This, 
indeed,  was  only  a piece  of  common  iron  fitted  in  a wooden 
handle,  fo  as  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  a knife.  They,  how- 
ever, knew  the  value  and  ufe  of  this  inftrument  fo  well, 
that  it  feemed  to  be  the  only  article  they  wifhed  for.  Mod 
of  them  had  their  hair  fliaved,  or  cut  fhort  off,  leaving  only 
a few  locks  behind,  or  on  one  fide.  For  a covering  for  the 
head  they  wore  a hood  of  fkins,  and  a bonnet  which  ap- 
peared to  be  of  wood.  One  part  of  their  drefs,  which  we 
got  from  them,  was  a kind  of  girdle,  very  neatly  made  of 
fkin,  with  trappings  depending  from  it,  and  palling  be- 
tween the  legs,  fo  as  to  conceal  the  adjoining  parts.  By 
the  ufe  of  fuch  a girdle,  it  fhould  feem  that  they  fome- 
times  go  naked,  even  in  this  high  latitude;  for  they  hardly 
wear  it  under  their  other  clothing. 

The  canoes  were  made  of  fkins,  like  all  the  others  we 
had  lately  feen;  only  with  this  difference,  that  thefe  were 
broader,  and  the  hole  in  which  the  man  fits,  was  wider 
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jYiy  t^'an  *n  an^  * 'iat*  before  met  with-  Our  boats  returning 
< — . — > from  founding  feemed  to  alarm  them  ; fo  that  they  all  left 
us  l'ooner  than  probably  they  would  otherwife  have  done. 

Wcdner.  u.  it  was  the  22d  in  the  evening  before  we  got  clear  of  thefe 
fhoals,  and  then  I durft  not  venture  to  fleer  to  the  Wcftward 
in  the  night,  but  fpent  it  off  Cape  Newenham ; and  at  day- 

Thurra.iy23.  break,  next  morning,  lleered  to  the  North  Well,  ordering 
the  Difcovery  to  lead.  Before  we  had  run  two  leagues,  our 
depth  of  water  decreafed  to  fix  fathoms.  Fearing  if  we 
continued  this  courfe,  that  we  lhould  find  lefs  and  lefs 
water,  I hauled  to  the  Southward  ; the  wind  being  at  Eaft, 
a frelh  breeze.  This  courle  brought  us  gradually  into 
eighteen  fathoms,  and,  having  that  depth,  I ventured  to 
fleer  a little  Wefterly ; and  afterward  Weft,  when  we  at  laft 
found  twenty-fix  fathoms  water. 

Friday  24.  On  the  24th  at  noon  we  were,  by  obfervation,  in  the  la- 
titude of  £8°  7',  and  in  the  longitude  of  194*  22'.  Three 
leagues  to  the  Weftward  of  this  ftation  we  had  twenty-eight 
fathoms  water,  and  then  fleered  Weft  North  Weft,  the  water 
gradually  deepening  to  thirty-four  fathoms.  I would  have 
fleered  more  Northerly,  but  the  wind  having  veered  in  that 
diredtion,  I could  not. 

Saturday  25.  The  25th  in  the  evening,  having  a very  thick  fog,  and  but 
little  wind,  we  dropped  anchor  in  thirty  fathoms  water. 
Our  latitude  was  now  58°  29',  and  our  longitude  191”  37'. 

Sunday  26.  the  next  morning,  the  weather  clearing  up  a little, 

we  weighed,  and,  with  a fmall  breeze  at  Eaft,  fleered  North; 
our  foundings  being  from  twenty-eight  to  twenty-five  fa- 
thoms. After  running  nine  leagues  upon  this  courfc,  the 
wind  returned  back  to  the  North,  which  obliged  us  to  fleer 
more  Wefterly. 
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The  weather  continued,  for  the  moft  part,  foggy,  till  to- 
ward noon  on  the  a8th,  when  we  had  a few  hours  clear 
fun-fhine ; during  which  we  made  fcveral  lunar  observa- 
tions. The  mean  refult  of  them,  reduced  to  noon,  when 
the  latitude  was  59*55',  gave  190*6'  longitude;  and  the 
time-keeper  gave  189*59'.  The  variation  of  the  compafs 
was  18*  40'  Eaft.  Continuing  our  Wcftcrly  courfe,  the  water 
having  now  deepened  to  thirty-fir  fathoms,  at  four  o’clock 
next  morning,  we  discovered  land,  bearing  North  Weft  by  Wcdnef.  *9. 
Weft,  fix  leagues  diftant.  We  flood  toward  it  till  Half  paft 
ten,  when  we  tacked  in  twenty-four  fathoms  water  ; being, 
at  this  time,  a league  from  the  land,  which  bore  North 
North  Weft.  It  was  the  South  Eaft  extremity,  and  formed 
a perpendicular  cliff  of  confiderable  height ; on  which  ac- 
count it  was  called  Point  Upright,  and  lies  in  the  latitude  of 
6o°  17',  and  in  the  longitude  of  187°  30'.  More  land  was 
feen  to  the  Weftward  of  the  Point ; and,  at  a clear  interval, 
wc  faw  another  elevated  portion  of  land,  in  the  direction  of 
Weft  by  South ; and  this  feemed  to  be  entirely  Separated 
from  the  other.  Here  we  met  with  an  incredible  number 
of  birds,  all  as  the  awk  kind  before  deferibed. 


We  had  baffling  light  winds  all  the  afternoon,  fo  that 
we  made  but  little  progrefs ; and  the  weather  was  not  clear  - 
enough  to  enable  us  to  determine  the  extent  of  the  land  be- 
fore us.  We  fuppofed  it  to  be  one  of  the  many  iflands  laid 
down  by  Mr.  Starhlin  in  his  map  of  the  New  Northern  Ar- 
chipelago; and  we  expected  every  moment  to  fee  more  of 
them. 

At  four  in  the  afternoon  of  the  30th,  Point  Upright  bore  Thurfdano. 
North  Weft  by  North,  fix  leagues  diftant.  About  this  time, 
a light  breeze  fpringing  up  at  North  North  Weft,  we  flood 
to  the  North  Eaft  till  four  o’clock  next  morning,  when  the 
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177S-  wind  veering  to  the  Eaftward,  we  tacked,  and  flood  to  the 

i . North  Weft.  Soon  after  the  wind  came  to  South  Eaft  ; and 

we  fleered  North  Eaft  by  North ; which  courfe  we  conti- 
nued, with  foundings  from  thirty-five  to  twenty  fathoms, 
till  next  day  at  noon.  At  this  time  we  were  in  the  latitude 
of  6o°5-V,  and  in  the  longitude  of  191*.  The  wind  now 
veering  to  North  Eaft,  I firft  made  a ftretch  of  ten  leagues  to 
the  North  Weft ; and  then,  feeing  no  land  in  that  direction, 
I flood  back  to  the  Eaftward  about  fifteen  leagues,  and  met 
with  nothing  but  pieces  of  drift-wood.  The  foundings  were 
from  twenty-two  to  nineteen  fathoms. 

Variable,  light  winds,  with  fliowers  of  rain,  prevailed  all 
Sunday  2.  the  2d ; but  fixing  in  the  South  Eaft  quarter,  in  the  morning 

Monday  3.  of  the  3d,  we  refumed  our  courfe  to  the  Northward.  At  noon 
we  were,  by  obfervation,  in  the  latitude  of  62°  34',  our  lon- 
gitude was  192°}  and  our  depth  of  water  fixtecn  fathoms. 

Mr.  Anderfon,  my  furgeon,  who  had  been  lingering  un- 
der a confumption  for  more  than  twelve  months,  expired 
between  three  and  four  this  afternoon.  He  was  a fenfible 
young  man,  an  agreeable  companion,  well  fkilled  in  his 
own  profeffion  ; and  had  acquired  confidcrable  knowledge 
in  other  branches  of  fcience.  The  reader  of  this  Journal 
will  have  obferved  how  ufcful  an  afliftant  I had  found  him 
in  the  courfe  of  the  voyage  ; and  had  it  pleafed  God  to  have 
fpared  his  life,  the  Public,  1 make  no  doubt,  might  have  re- 
ceived from  him  fuch  communications,  on  various  parts  of 
the  natural  hiftory  of  the  fevcral  places  we  vifited,  as  would 
have  abundantly  Ihcwn,  that  he  was  not  unworthy  of  this 
commendation  *.  Soon  after  he  had  breathed  his  laft,  land 

• Mr.  Andcrfon’s  Journal  feems  to  have  been  difcontlnued  for  about  two  months 
Irefore  his  death  j the  laft  date  in  his  MSS.  being  of  the  3d  of  June. 
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was  feen  to  the  We  ft  ward,  twelve  leagues  diftant.  It  was 

fuppofed  to  be  an  illand ; and,  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  1 ■ — -* 

the  deceafed,  for  whom  I had  a very  great  regard,  I named 
it  Andcrjons  Ifland.  The  next  day,  1 removed  Mr.  Law,  the 
furgeon  of  the  Difcovcry,  into  the  Refolution,  and  appoint- 
ed Mr.  Samuel,  the  Surgeon's  firft  mate  of  the  Refolution,  to 
be  Surgeon  of  the  Difcovery. 

On  the  4th,  at  three  in  the  afternoon,  land  was  feen,  ex-  TucfJay  4- 
tending  from  North  North  La  ft  to  North  Weft.  We  flood  on 
toward  it  till  four  o’clock,  when,  being  four  or  five  miles 
from  it,  we  tacked  ; and,  foon  after,  the  wind  falling,  we 
anchored  in  thirteen  fathoms  water,  over  a fandy  bottom ; 
being  about  two  leagues  from  the  land,  and,  by  our  reckon- 
ing, in  the  latitude  of  64°  27',  and  in  the  longitude  of  194“  j S'- 
At  intervals,  we  could  fee  the  coaft  extending  from  Eaft  to 
North  Weft,  and  a pretty  high  ifland,  bearing  Weft  by  North, 
three  leagues  diftant. 

The  land  before  us,  which  we  fuppofed  to  be  the  conti- 
nent of  America,  appeared  low  next  the  fea ; but,  inland,  it 
fwelled  into  hills,  which  rife,  one  behind  another,  to  a con- 
fiderable  height.  It  had  a greenifh  hue,  but  feemed  defti- 
tute  of  wood,  and  free  from  fnow.  While  we  lay  at  an- 
chor, we  found  that  the  flood-tide  came  from  the  Eaft,  and 
fet  to  the  Weft,  till  between  ten  and  eleven  o’clock.  From 
that  time,  till  two  the  next  morning,  the  ftream  fet  to  the 
Eaftward,  and  the  water  fell  three  feet.  The  flood  ran  both 
flronger  and  longer  than  the  ebb  5 from  which  I concluded, 
that,  belides  the  tide,  there  was  a Wefterly  current. 

At  ten  in  the  morning  of  the  5th,  with  the  wind  at  South  wtd«r.  %■ 
Weft,  we  ran  down,  and  anchored  between  the  ifland  and 
the  continent,  in  feven  fathoms  water.  Soon  after,  I landed 
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Aug!n  upon  the  ifland,  accompanied  by  Mr.  King  and  fome  others 
— r — • of  the  officers.  I hoped  to  have  had  from  it  a view  of  the 
coaft  and  fca  to  the  Weftward  ; but  the  fog  was  fo  thick  in 
that  direction,  that  the  profpedt  was  not  more  extenfive  than 
from  the  fhip.  The  coaft  of  the  continent  feemed  to  take  a 
turn  to  the  Northward,  at  a low  point  named  Point  Rodney, 
which  bore  from  the  ifland  North  Weft  half  Weft,  three  or 
four  leagues  dirtant ; but  the  high  land,  which  took  a more 
Northerly  direction,  was  feen  a great  way  farther. 

This  ifland,  which  was  named  Sledge  Ifland,  and  lies  in  the 
latitude  of  6/f  30',  and  in  the  longitude  of  193*  57',  is  about 
four  leagues  in  circuit.  The  furface  of  the  ground  is  com- 
pofed  chiefly  of  large  loole  flones,  that  are,  in  many  places,- 
covered  with  mofs  and  other  vegetables,  of  which  there 
were  above  twenty  or  thirty  different  forts,  and  moft  of 
them  in  flower.  But  1 faw  neither  lhrub  nor  tree,  either 
upon  the  ifland,  or  on  the  continent.  On  a fmall  low  fpot, 
near  the  beach  where  we  landed,  was  a good  deal  of  wild 
purflain,  pcafe,  long-wort,  £?r. ; fome  of  which  we  took  on 
board  for  the  pot.  We  faw  one  fox ; a few  plovers,  and  fotnc 
other  fmall  birds ; and  we  met  with  fome  decayed  huts  that 
were  partly  built  below  ground.  People  had  lately  been  on 
the  ifland;  and  it  is  pretty  clear,  that  they  frequently  vilit 
it  for  fome  purpole  or  other,  as  there  was  a beaten  path  from 
the  one  end  to  the  other.  We  found,  a little  way  from  the 
fhore  where  we  lauded,  a fledge,  which  occafioncd  this  name 
being  given  to  the  ifland.  It  feemed  to  be  fuch  a One  as 
the  Ruffians  in  Kamtfchatka  make  ufc  of  to  convey  goods 
from  place  to  place,  over  the  ice  or  fnow.  It  was  ten  feet 
long,  twenty  inches  broad;  and  had  a kind  of  rail- work  on 
each  fide,  and  was  fhod  with  bone.  The  conftruffion  of  it 
was  admirable,  and  all  the  parts  neatly  put  together;  fome 

with 


_ .Digitized  by  Gooji 


THE  PACIFIC  OCEAN.  443 

with  wooden  pins,  but  mollly  with  thongs  or  lalhings  of 
whale-bone,  which  made  roe  think  it  was  entirely  the  > — — < 
workmanlhip  of  the  natives. 

At  three -o’clock,  the  next  morning,  we  weighed,  and  Thiufdiyt. 
proceeded  to  the  North  Weftward,  with  a light  Southerly- 
breeze.  We  had  an  opportunity  to  obferve  the  fun’s  meri- 
dian altitude  for  the  latitude;  and  to  get  altitude,  both  in 
the  forenoon  and  afternoon,  to  obtain  the  longitude  by  the 
time-keeper.  As  we  had  but  little  wind,  and  variable  withal, 
we  advanced  but  flowly;  and,  at  eight  in  the  evening, 
finding  the  fhips  fettle  fall  toward  the  land  intolhoal  water, 

I anchored  in  feven  fathoms,  about  two  leagues  from  the 
coaft.  Sledge  Illand  bore  South,  51*  Eall,  ten  leagues  diftant; 
and  was  feen  over  the  South  point  of  the  main  land. 

Soon  after  wc  had  anchored,  the  weather,  which  had 
been  mifty,  clearing  up,  we  faw  high  land  extending  from 
North,  40*  Fall,  to  North,  30°  Weft,  apparently  disjoined 
from  the  coaft,  under  which  we  were  at  anchor,  which 
feemed  to  trend  away  North  Fall.  At  the  fame  time,  an 
illand  was  feen  bearing  North  8i°  Weft,  eight  or  nine 
leagues  diftant.  It  appeared  to  have  no  great  extent,  and 
was  named  King's  JJland.  We  rode  here  till  eight  o'clock,  • 

next  morning,  when  we  weighed,  and  flood  to  the  North  F,iaiy  ?. 
Weft.  The  weather  clearing  up  toward  the  evening,  we 
got  fight  of  the  North  Weft  land,  extending  from  North  by 
Weft,  to  North  Weft  by  North,  diftant  about  three  leagues. 

Wc  fpent  the  night  making  Ihort  boards,  the  weather 
being  mifty  and  rainy,  with  little  wind  ; and,  between  four 
and  five  of  the  morning  of  the  Sth,  wc  had  again  a fight  s«ur<!jyr. 
of  the  North  Well  land ; and,  foon  after,  on  account  of  a 
calm,  and  a current  driving  us  toward  the  Ihorc,  we  found  . 
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f 77*-  it  necellary  to  anchor  in  twelve  fathoms  water,  about  two 

Auguft.  ' 

< — -v — > miles  from  the  coaft.  Over  the  Weftern  extreme  is  an 
elevated  peaked  hill,  fituatcd  in  latitude  65*  36',  and  in 
longitude  192°  18'.  A breeze  at  North  Eaft  fpringing  up 
at  eight  o’clock,  we  weighed,  and  flood  to  the  South  Eaft, 
in  hopes  of  finding  a paflage  between  the  coaft  on  which 
we  had  anchored  on  the  6th  in  the  evening,  and  this  North 
Weft  land.  But  we  foon  got  into  feven  fathoms  water,  and 
difeovered  low  land  connecting  the  two  coafts,  and  the  high 
land  behind  it. 

Being  now  fatisfied  that  the  whole  was  a continued 
coaft,  I tacked,  and  flood  away  for  its  North  Weft  part,  and 
came  to  an  anchor  under  it  in  fevemeen  fathoms  water. 
The  weather,  at  this  time,  was  very  thick  with  rain ; but,  at 
Sunday  9.  four  next  morning,  it  cleared  up,  fo  that  we  could  fee  the 
land  about  us.  A high  fleep  rock  or  iftand  bore  Weft  by 
South;  another  iftand  to  the  North  of  it,  and  much  larger, 
bore  Weft  by  North ; the  peaked  hill  above  mentioned, 
South  Eaft  by  Eaft;  and  the  point  under  it.  South,  32' 
Eaft.  Under  this  hill  lies  fome  low  land,  ftretching  out 
toward  the  North  Weft,  the  extreme  point  of  which,  bore 
North  Eaft  by  Eaft,  about  three  miles  diftant.  Over,  and 
beyond  it,  fome  high  land  was  feen,  fuppofed  to  be  a 
continuation  of  the  continent. 

This  point  of  land,  which  I named  Cape  Prince  of  Wales, 
is  the  more  remarkable,  by  being  the  Weftern  extremity 
of  all  America  hitherto  known.  It  is  fituatcd  in  the  lati- 
tude of  63*  46',  and  in  the  longitude  of  191*45'.  The  ob- 
lcrvations  by  which  both  were  determined,  though  made 
in  fight  of  it,  were  liable  to  fome  fmall  error,  on  ac- 
count of  the  hazinefs  of  the  weather.  We  thought  we  faw 
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fome  people  upon  the  coaftj  and  probably  we  were  not 
miftaken,  as  fome  elevations,  like  llages,  and  others  like  > — v — -» 
huts,  were  feen  at  the  fame  place.  We  faw  the  fame  things 
on  the  continent  within  Sledge  Ifland,  and  on  fome  other 
parts  of  the  Coaft. 

It  was  calm  till  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  a 
faint  breeze  at  North  fpringing  up,  we  weighed.  But  we 
had  fcarcely  got  our  fails  fet,  when  it  began  to  blow  and 
rain  very  hard,  with  mifty  weather.  The  wind  and  cur- 
rent, being  in  contrary  directions,  raifed  fuch  a fca,  that  it 
frequently  broke  into  the  Ihip.  We  had  a few  minutes 
funlhine  at  noon ; and  from  the  obfervation  then  obtained, 
we  fired  the  above-mentioned  latitude. 

Having  plied  to  windward  till  two  in  the  afternoon,  with 
little  effeCt,  I bore  up  for  the  ifland  we  had  feen  to  the  Weft- 
ward,  propofing  to  come  to  an  anchor  under  it  till  the  gale 
fhould  ceafe.  But  on  getting  to  this  land,  we  found  it 
compofcd  of  two  fmall  iilands,  each  not  above  three  or  four 
leagues  in  circuit ; and  confequently  they  could  afford  us 
little  fhelter.  Inltead  of  anchoring,  therefore,  we  con- 
tinued to  flrctch  to  ,thc  Wcflward ; and,  at  eight  o'clock, 
land  was  feen  in  that  direction,  extending  from  North  North 
Weft,  to  Weft  by  South,  the  neareft  part  fix  leagues  diftanr. 

I flood  on  till  ten,  and  then  made  a board  to  the  Eaftward, 
in  order  to  fpend  the  night. 

At  day-break  in  the  morning  of  the  ioth,  we  refumed  Monday.io. 
our  courfe  to  the  Weft  for  the  land  we  had  feen  the  pre- 
ceding evening.  At  eleven  minutes  after  feven,  when  the 
longitude,  by  the  time-keeper,  was  189*  24',  it  extended 
from  South,  yt°  Weft,  to  North,  41*  Eaft.  Between  the  South 
Weft  extreme,  and  a point  which  bore  Weft,  two  leagues  dif- 
2 tant, 
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■7-*-  tant,  the  fliorc  forms  a large  bay,  in  which  we  anchored  at 
1 Au£.-It-  ' ten  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  about  two  miles  from  the  North 
fhorc,  in  ten  fathoms  water,  over  a gravelly  bottom.  The 
* South  point  of  the  bay  bore  South,  58*  Weft  ; the  North 
point  North,  43*  Eaft ; the  bottom  of  the  bay  North,  60*' 
Weft,  two  or  three  leagues  diftant ; and  the  two  iflands  we 
had  parted  the  preceding  day,  North,  72*  Eaft,  diftant  four- 
teen leagues. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

Behaviour  of  the  Natives , the  Tfcbutjki , on  feeing  the  Ships. 

— Interview  with  fome  of  them. — 'Their  Weapons. — 

P erf otis. — Ornaments. — Clothing. — Winter  and  Sum- 
mer Habitations. — The  Ships  crofs  the  Strait , to  the 
Coafl  of  America. — Progrefs  Northward. — Cape  Mul- 
grave. — Appearance  of  Fields  of  Ice. — Situation  of  Icy 
Cape. — 'The  Sea  blocked  up  with  Ice. — Sea-horfes  killed, 
and  ufed  as  Provifons. — Thefe  Animals  defcribed. — Di- 
tnenfions  of  one  of  them. — Cape  Lijburne. — Fruitlefs  At- 
tempts to  get  through  the  Ice,  at  a Dijlance  from  the 
Coafl. — Obfervations  on  the  Formation  of  this  Ice. — 

Arrival  on  the  Coafl  of  Afta. — Cape  North. — The  Pro- 
fecution  of  the  V oyage  deferred  to  the  enfuing  Year. 

AS  we  were  Handing  into  this  bay,  we  perceived  on  the  177s. 

North  Ihore  a village,  and  fome  people,  whom  the  . Aug“(1'  f 
light  of  the  Ihips  feemed  to  have  thrown  into  confufion,  or  Mondj)r  I0- 
fear.  We  could  plainly  fee  perfons  running  up  the  coun- 
try with  burdens  upon  their  backs.  At  thefe  habitations  I 
propofed  to  land ; and,  accordingly,  went  with  three  armed 
boats,  accompanied  by  fome  of  the  officers.  About  thirty 
or  forty  men,  each  armed  with  a fpontoon,  a bow,  and  ar- 
rows, flood  drawn  up  on  a rifing  ground  clofc  by  the  village. 

As  we  drew  near,  three  of  them  came  down  toward  the  fliore, 
and  were  fo  polite  as  to.  take  off  their  caps,  and  to  make 
us  low  bows.  We  returned  the  civility;  but  this  did  not 
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•778-  infpire  them  with  fulficient  confidence  to  wait  for  our  land- 

Atiguft.  r 

v. — . — _ / ing ; for  the  moment  we  put  the  boats  amore,  they  retired. 

I followed  them  alone,  without  any  thing  in  my  hand ; 
and  by  figns  and  geflures  prevailed  on  them  to  flop,  and  to 
receive  fomc  trifling  prefents.  In  return  for  thefe,  they 
gave  me  two  fox-fkins,  and  a couple  of  fea-horfe  teeth.  I 
cannot  fay  whether  they  or  I made  the  firft  prefent ; for  it 
appeared  to  me,  that  they  had  brought  down  with  them 
thefe  things  for  this  very  purpole;  and  that  they  would 
have  given  them  to  me,  even  though  1 had  made  no  return. 

They  feemed  very  fearful  and  cautious ; exprefling  their 
defire,  by  figns,  that  no  more  of  our  people  ihould  be  per- 
mitted to  come  up.  On  my  laying  my  hand  on  the  fhoul- 
dcr  of  one  of  them,  he  flarted  back  feveral  paces.  In  pro- 
portion as  I advanced,  they  retreated  backward;  always  in 
the  attitude  of  being  ready  to  make  ufe  of  their  fpears  ; 
while  thofe  on  the  riling  ground  flood  ready  to  fupport  them 
with  their  arrows.  Infenfibly,  myfclf,  and  two  or  three  of 
my  companions,  got  in  amongft  them.  A few  beads  dis- 
tributed to  thofe  about  us,  foon  created  a kind  of  confidence ; 
fo  that  they  were  not  alarmed  when  a few  more  of  our 
people  joined  us ; and,  by  degrees,  a fort  of  traffic  between 
us  commenced.  In  exchange  for  knives,  beads,  tobacco, 
and  other  articles,  they  gave  us  fomc  of  their  clothing,  and 
a few  arrows.  But  nothing  that  we  had  to  offer  could  in- 
duce them  to  part  with  a fpear,  or  a bow.  Thefe  they  held 
in  c<  nftant  readinefs,  never  once  quitting  them,  except  at 
one  time,  when  four  or  five  perl'ons  laid  theirs  down,  while  - 
they  gave  us  a fong  and  a dance.  And  even  then,  they  placed 
them  in  fuch  a manner,  that  they  could  lay  hold  of  them  in 
an  inflam ; and,  for  their  fecurity,  they  dclired  us  to  fit 
down. 
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The  arrows  were  pointed  either  with  bone  or  ftone  ; but 
very  few  of  them  had  barbs ; and  fome  had  a round  1 — *— 
blunt  point.  What  ufe  thefe  may  be  applied  to,  I cannot 
fay ; unlels  it  be  to  kill  fmall  animals,  without  damaging 
the  Ikin.  The  bows  were  fuch  as  we  had  fcen  on  the  Ame- 
rican coaft,  and  like  thofc  ufed  by  the  Efquimaux.  The 
fpcars,  or  fpontoons,  were  of  iron  or  fteel,  and  of  European 
cr  Aftatic  workmanfhip;  in  which  no  little  pains  had  been 
taken  to  ornament  them  with  carving,  and  inlayings  of 
brafs,  and  of  a white  metal.  Thofe  who  flood  ready  with 
bows  and  arrows  in  their  hands,  had  the  fpear  flung  over 
their  right  fhoulder  by  a leathern  ftrap.  A leathern  quiver, 
flung  over  their  left  {houlder,  contained  arrows  ; and  fome 
of  thefe  quivers  were  extremely  beautiful ; being  made  of 
red  leather,  on  which  was  very  neat  embroidery,  and  other 
ornaments. 

Several  other  things,  and,  in  particular,  their  clothing, 

{hewed  that  they  were  poffcffed  of  a degree  of  ingenuity,  far 
furpafling  what  one  could  expedl  to  find  amongft  fo  North- 
ern a people.  All  the  Americans  we  had  fcen,  fince  our 
arrival  on  that  coaft,  were  rather  low  of  ftaturc,  with  round 
chubby  faces,  and  high  cheek-bones.  The  people  we  now 
were  amongft,  far  from  refembling  them,  had  long  vifages, 
and  were  flout  and  well  made.  In  fhort,  they  appeared  to 
be  a quite  different  nation.  We  faw  neither  women,  nor 
children,  of  either  fex;  nor  any  aged,  except  one  man,  who 
was  bald-headed;  and  he  was  the  only  one  who  carried  no 
arms.  The  others  feemed  to  be  picked  men,  and  rather  un- 
der than  above  the  middle  age.  The  old  man  had  a black 
mark  acrofs  his  face,  which  I did  not  fee  in  any  others. 

All  of  them  had  their  ears  bored ; and  fome  had  glafs  beads 
hanging  to  them.  Thefe  were  the  only  fixed  ornaments  we 
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Aujufi  ^aw  a^°ut  t'icm  i f°r  they  wear  none  to  the  lips.  This  is 

' — ' another  thing  in  which  they  differ  from  the  Americans  we 

had  lately  feen. 

Their  clothing  confided  of  a cap,  a frock,  a pair  of 
breeches,  a pair  of  boots,  and  a pair  of  gloves,  all  made  of 
leather,  or  of  the  fkins  of  deer,  dogs,  feals,  fkc.  and  ex- 
tremely well  drefled ; fome  with  the  hair  or  fur  on ; but 
others  without  it.  The  caps  were  made  to  fit  the  head  very 
clofc  ; and  befidcs  thefe  caps,  which  mod  of  them  wore,  we 
got  from  them  fome  hoods,  made  of  fkins  of  dogs,  that 
were  large  enough  to  cover  both  head  and  fhouldcrs.  Their 
hair  feemed  to  be  black  ; but  their  heads  were  either  fhav- 
cd,  or  the  hair  cutclofeofT;  and  none  of  them  wore  any 
beard.  Of  the  few  articles  which  they  got  from  us,  knives 
and  tobacco  were  what  they  valued  mod. 

We  found  the  village  compofcd  both  of  their  fummer  and 
their  winter  habitations.  The  latter  are  exadlly  like  a vault, 
the  door  of  which  is  funk  4 little  below  the  furfacc  of  the 
earth.  One  of  them,  which  I examined,  was  of  an  oval 
form,  about  twenty  feet  long,  and  twelve  or  more  high. 
The  framing  was  compofed  of  wood,  and  the  ribs  of  whales, 
difpofed  in  a judicious  manner,  and  bound  together  with 
fmaller  materials  of  the  fame  fort.  Over  this  framing  is  laid 
. a covering  of  drong  coarfe  grafs ; and  that  again  is  covered 
with  earth;  fo  that,  on  the  outfide,  the  houfe  looks  like  a 
little  hillock,  fupported  by  a wall  of  done,  three  or  four  feet 
high,  which  is  built  round  the  two  fidcs,  and  one  end. , At 
the  other  end,  the  earth  is  raifed  doping,  to  walk  up  to  the 
entrance,  which  is  by  a hole  in  the  top  of  the  roof  over  that 
end.  The  floor  was  boarded,  and  under  it  a kind  of  cellar, 
in  which  1 faw  nothing  but  water.  And  at  the  end  of  each 
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houfc  was  a vaulted  room,  which  I took  to  be  a (tore-room. 
Thefe  (lore-rooms  communicated  with  the  houfe,  by  a dark 
paflage;  and  with  the  open  air,  by  a hole  in  the  roof, 
which  was  even  with  the  ground  one  walked  upon ; but 
they  cannot  be  faid  to  be  wholly  under  ground;  for  one 
end  reached  to  the  edge  of  the  hill,  along  which  they  were 
made,  and  which  was  built  up  with  (lone.  Over  it  flood 
a kind  of  fentry-box,  or  tower,  compofed  of  the  large  bones 
of  large  Cfh. 

The  fummer  huts  were  pretty  large  and  circular,  being 
brought  to  a point  at  the  top.  The  framing  was  of  (light 
poles,  and  bones,  covered  with  the  fkins  of  fea-animals.  I 
examined  the  infide  of  one.  There  was  a fire-place,  juft 
within  the  door,  where  lay  a few  wooden  veflels,  all  very 
dirty.  Their  bed-places  were  clofe  to  the  fide,  and  took  up 
about  half  the  circuit.  Some  privacy  feemed  to  be  obferved ; 
for  there  were  feveral  partitions  made  with  (kins.  The  bed 
and  bedding  were  of  deer- (kins ; and  mod  of  them  were  dry 
and  clean. 

About  the  habitations  were  erected  feveral  flages,  ten  or 
twelve  feet  high ; fuch  as  we  had  obferved  on  fome  parts  of 
the  American  coaft.  They  were  wholly  compofed  of  bones ; 
and  feemed  intended  for  drying  their  fi(h  and  (kins,  which 
were  thus  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  their  dogs,  of  which 
they  had  a great  many.  Thefe  dogs  are  of  the  fox  kind, 
rather  large,  and  of  different  colours,  with  long  foft  hair 
like  wool.  They  are,  probably,  ufed  in  drawing  their 
(ledges  in  winter.  For  Hedges  they  have,  as  I faw  a good 
many  laid  up  in  one  of  the  winter  huts.  It  is  alfo  not 
improbable,  that  dogs  may  conftitute  a part  of  their  food. 
Several  lay  dead,  that  had  been  killed  that  morning. 
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>77*-  The  canoes  of  thcfe  people  are  of  the  fame  fort  with 

Auguit.  r r 

t — > thole  of  the  Northern  Americans ; fomc,  both  of  the  large 
and  of  the  fmall  ones,  being  feen  lying  in  a creek  under  the 
village. 

By  the  large  filh-bones,  and  of  other  fea-animals,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  fea  fupplied  them  with  the  greatcft  part  of 
their  fubliftencc.  The  country  appeared  to  be  exceedingly 
barren  ; yielding  neither  tree  nor  llirub,  that  we  could  fee. 
At  fome  dillance  Wedward,  we  obfervcd  a ridge  of  moun- 
tains covered  with  fnow,  that  had  lately  fallen. 

At  firfl,  we  fuppofed  this  land  to  be  a part  of  the  iflandof 
Alafchka,  laid  down  in  Mr.  Stxhlin's  map,  before  mention- 
ed. But  from  the  figure  of  the  coad,  the  fituation  of  the 
oppofite  Ihore  of  America,  and  from  the  longitude,  we  foon 
began  to  think  that  it  was,  more  probably,  the  country  of 
the  Tfchutfki,  or  the  Eaftern  extremity  of  Afia,  explored 
by  Beering  in  1728.  But  to  have  admitted  this,  without 
farther  examination,  I mull:  have  pronounced  Mr.  Stxhlin’s 
map,  and  his  account  of  the  new  Northern  Archipelago,  to 
be  either  exceedingly  erroneous,  even  in  latitude,  or  elfe  to 
be  a mere  fitdion  ; a judgment  which  I had  no  right  to  pal's 
upon  a publication  fo  relpe<5tably  vouched,  without  produ- 
cing the  cleared  proofs. 

After  a day  of  between  two  and  three  hours,  with  thcfe 
people,  we  returned  to  our  fhips  5 and,  foon  after,  the  wind 
veering  to  the  South,  we  weighed  anchor,  dood  out  of  the 
bay,  and  deered  to  the  North  Ead,  between  the  coad  and  the 
TwKayu.  .two  iflands.  The  next  day,  at  noon,  the  former  extended 
from  South  80°  Wed,  to  North  84*  Wed;  the  latter  bore 
South  40°  Wed ; and  the  peaked  mountain,  over  Cape  Prince 
of  Wales,  bore  South  36*  Ead  ; with  land  extending  from  it 
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as  far  as  South  75”  Eaft.  The  latitude  of  the  fliip  was  66”  5f';  ^77*^ 

the  longitude  191°  19' ; our  depth  of  water  twenty-eight  > » 

fathoms  j and  our  pofition  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the 
channel  between  the  two  coafts,  each  being  feven  leagues 
diftant. 

From  this  flat  ion  we  fleered  Eaft,  in  order  to  get  nearer 
the  American  coaft.  In  this  courfe  the  water  flioalcd  gra- 
dually, and  there  being  little  wind,  and  all  our  endeavours 
to  incrcafe  our  depth  failing,  I was  obliged  at  laft  to  drop 
anchor  in  fix  fathoms ; the  only  remedy  we  had  left  to  pre- 
vent the  fhips  driving  into  lefs.  The  neared  part  of  the  Weft- 
ern  land  bore  Weft,  twelve  leagues  diftant  j the  peaked  hill 
over  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  South  t6”  Weft;  and  the  North- 
ernmoft  part  of  the  American  continent  in  fight,  Eaft  South 
Eaft,  the  neareft  part  ahout  four  leagues  diftant.  After  we 
had  anchored,  I Cent  a boat  to  found,  and  the  water  was . 
found  to  fhoal  gradually  toward  the  land.  While  we  lay  at 
anchor,  which  was  from  fix  to  nine  in  the  evening,  we  found 
little  or  no  current;  nor  could  we  perceive  that  the  water, 
either  rofe  or  fell. 

A breeze  of  wind  fpringing  up  at  North,  we  weighed,  and 
flood  to  the  Weftward,  which  courfe  foon  brought  us  into 
deepwater;  and,  during  the  12th,  we  plied  to  the  North,  Wcdnff. 
both  coafts  being  in  fight;  but  we  kept  neareft  to  that  of. 

America. 

At  four  in  the  afternoon  of  the  13th,  a breeze  fpringing  Thurfdayij. 
up  at  South,  I fleered  North  Eaft  by  North,  till  four  o'clock 
next  morning,  when,  feeing  no  land,  we  directed  our  courfe 
Eaft  by  North;  and  between  nine  and  ten,  land,  fuppofed  H- 
to  be  a continuation  of  the  continent,  appeared.  It  extend'- 
ed  from  Eaft  by  South  to  Eaft  by  North ; and,  foon  after,  eve 
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1778-  faw  more  land,  bearing  North  by  Eaft.  Coming  pretty  fud- 
, denly  into  thirteen  fathoms  water,  at  two  in  the  afternoon, 
we  made  a trip  off  till  four,  when  we  flood  in  again  for  the 
land ; which  was  fecn,  foon  after,  extending  from  North  to 
South  Eaft  ; the  neareft  part  three  or  four  leagues  diftant. 
The  coaft  here  forms  a point,  named  Point  Mulgrave,  which 
lies  in  the  latitude  of  67°  45V  and  in  the  longitude  of 
194°  s 1'.  The  land  appeared  very  low  next  the  fea  i but,  a 
little  back,  it  rifes  into  hills  of  a moderate  height.  The 
whole  was  free  from  fnow ; and,  to  appearance,  dctlitute  of 
wood.  I now  tacked,  and  bore  away  North  Weft  by  Weft ; 
but,  foon  after,  thick  weather  with  rain  coming  on,  and  the 
wind  incrcafing,  1 hauled  more  to  the  Weft. 


Saturday  15.  Next  morning,  at  two  o’clock,  the  wind  veered  to  South 
Weft  by  South,  and  blew  a ftrong  gale,  which  abated  at 
noon ; and  the  fun  fhining  out,  we  found  ourfelves,  by  ob- 
fervation,  in  the  latitude  of  6S*  18'.  I now  fleered  North 
Sunday  16.  Eaft,  till  fix  o’clock  the'  next  morning,  when  I fleered  two 
points  more  Eafterly.  In  this  run  we  met  with  fcveral  fea- 
horfes,  and  flights  of  birds  ; fome  like  fand-larks,  and  others 
no  bigger  than  hedge-fparrows.  Some  fhags  were  alfo 
fecn;  fo  that  we  judged  ourfelves  to  be  not  far  from  land. 
But  as  we  had  a thick  fog,  we  could  not  expedt  to  fee  any ; 
and,  as  the  wind  blew  ftrong,  it  was  not  prudent  to  conti- 
nue a courfe  which  was  moft  likely  to  bring  us  to  ir.  From 
the  noon  of  this  day,  to  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
Monday  ■ 7.  following,  I fleered  Eaft  by  North ; which  courfe  brought  us 
into  fixteen  fathoms  water.  I now  fleered  North  Eaft  by 
Eaft,  thinking,  by  this  courfe,  to  deepen  our  water.  But, 
in  the  fpace  of  fix  leagues,  it  fhoalcd  to  eleven  fathoms ; 
which  made  me  think  it  proper  to  haul  clofe  to  the  wind, 
that  now  blew  at  Weft.  Toward  noon,  both  fun  and  moon 
6 were 
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were  feen  clearly  at  intervals,  and  we  got  fome  flying  ob- 

fervations  for  the  longitude ; which,  reduced  to  noon,  when  « — v- — > 

the  latitude  was  70°  33',  gave  197°  41'.  The  time-keeper, 

for  the  fame  time,  gave  198“;  and  the  variation  was 

35°  1'  2i"  Eaft.  We  had,  afterward,  reafon  to  believe,  that 

the  obferved  longitude  was  within  a very  few  miles  of  the 

truth. 

Some  time  before  noon,  ■we  perceived  a brightnefs  in 
the  Northern  horizon,  like  that  refledted  from  ice,  com- 
monly called  the  blink.  It  was  little  noticed*  from  a fup- 
pofttion  that  it  was  improbable  we  fhould  meet  with  ice  fo 
foon.  And  yet,  the  fharpnefs  of  the  air,  and  gloominefs  of 
the  weather,  for  two  or  three  days  pad,  feemed  to  indicate 
fome  fudden  change.  About  an  hour  after,  the  fight  of  a 
large  field  of  ice,  left  us  no  longer  in  doubt  about  the  caufe 
of  the  brightnefs  of  the  horizon.  At  half  pad  two,  we  tack- 
ed, clofe  to  the  edge  of  the  ice,  in  twenty-two  fathoms  wa- 
ter, being  then  in  the  latitude  of  70”  41' ; not  being  able  to 
flandonany  farther.  For  the  ice  was  quite  impenetrable,  and 
extended  from  Wed  by  South,  to  Ead  by  North,  as  far  as  the 
eye  could  reach.  Here  were  abundance  of  fea-horfes;  fome 
in  the  water  j but  far  more  upon  the  ice.  I had  thoughts 
of  hoiding  out  the  boats  to  kill  fome  j but  the  wind  frefhen- 
ing,  I gave  up  the  defign  ; and  continued  to  ply  to  the  South- 
ward, or  rather  to  the  "Wedward  ; for  the  wind  came  from, 
that  quarter. 

We  gained  nothing;  for,  on  the  iSth  at  noon,  our  lati-  ruefrfay  it. 
tude  was  70°  44' ; and  we  were  near  five  leagues  farther  to 
the  Eadward.  We  were,  at  this  time,  clofe  to  the  edge  of  the 
ice,  which  was  ascompadt  as  a wall ; and  feemed  to  be  ten 
or  twelve  feet  high  at  lead.  But,  farther  North,  it  appeared 
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much  higher.  Its  furface  was  extremely  rugged  ; and,  here 
i and  there,  we  faw  upon  it  pools  of  water. 

We  now  flood  to  the  Southward ; and,  after  running  fix 
leagues,  fhoaled  the  water  to  feven  fathoms ; but  it  foon 
deepened  to  nine  fathoms.  At  this  time,  the  weather,  which 
had  been  hazy,  clearing  up  a little,  we  faw  land  extending 
from  South  to  South  Eafl  by  Eaft,  about  three  or  four  miles 
difiant.  The  Eaflern  extreme  forms  a point,  which  was 
much  incumbered  with  ice ; for  which  rcafon  it  obtained 
the  name  of  Icy  Cafe.  Its  latitude  is  70°  29',  and  its  longi- 
tude igS*  20'.  The  other  extreme  of  the  land  was  loft,  in  the 
horizon  ; fo  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  being  a conti- 
nuation of  the  American  continent.  The  Difcovery  being 
about  a mile  aflern,  and  to  leeward,  found  lefs  water  than 
wc  did  ; and  tacking  on  that  account,  I was  obliged  to  tack 
alfo,  to  prevent  reparation. 

Our  fituation  was  now  more  and  more  critical.  We  were 
in  flioal  water,  upon  a lee  fhore  ; and  the  main  body  of  the 
ice  to  windward,  driving  down  upon  us.  It  was  evident, 
that,  if  we  remained  much  longer  between  it  and  the  land, 
it  would  force  us  afliore  j unlefs  it  fhould  happen  to  take  the 
ground  before  us.  It  feemed  nearly  to  join  the  land  to  lee- 
ward; and  the  only  direction  that  was  open,  was  to  the 
South  Weft.  After  making  afliort  board  to  the  Northward, 
I made  the  fignal  for  the  Difcovery  to  tack,  and  tacked  my- 
felf  at  the  fame  time.  The  wind  proved  rather  favourable ; 
fo  that  wc  lay  up  South  Weft,  and  South  Weft  by  Weft. 

wvdnef.  19.  At  eight  in  the  morning  of  the  19th,  the  wind  veering 
back  to  Weft,  I tacked  to  the  Northward  ; and,  at  noon,  the 
latitude  was  70°  6',  and  the  longitude  196*  42'.  In  this  fi- 
tuation, we  had  a good  deal  of  drift-ice  about  us;  and  the 
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main  icc  was  about  two  leagues  to  the  North.  At  half  pall 
one,  we  got  in  with  the  edge  of  it.  It  was  not  fo  com- 
patft  as  that  which  we  had  feen  to’the  Northward  ; but  it  was 
too  clofe,  and  in  too  large  pieces,  to  attempt  forcing  the 
fllips  through  it.  On  the  ice  lay  a prodigious  number  of 
fea-horfes  ; and,  as  we  were  in  want  of  frelh  provifions,  the 
boats  from  each  fliip  were  fent  to  get  fome. 

By  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening,  we  had  received,  on  board 
the  Refolution,  nine  of  thcfc  animals ; which,  till  now,  we 
had  fuppofed  to  be  fea-cows  ; fo  that  wc  were  not  a little  dif- 
appointed,  efpecially  fome  of  the  feamen,  who,  for  the  no- 
velty of  the  thing,  had  been  feafting  their  eyes  for  fome  days 
part.  Nor  would  they  have  been  difappointed  now,  nor  have 
known  the  difference,  if  we  had  not  happened  to  have  one 
or  two  on  board,  who  had  been  in  Greenland,  and  declared 
what  animals  thcfc  were,  and  that  no  one  ever  eat  of  them. 
But,  notwithftanding  this,  we  lived  upon  them  as  long  as 
they  lafted ; and  there  were  few  on  board  who  did  not  prefer 
them  to  our  fait  meat. 

The  fat,  at  firft,  is  as  fwcct  as  marrow ; but  in  a few 
days  it  grows  rancid,  unlefs  it  be  falted ; in  which  Hate,  it 
will  keep  much  longer.  The  lean  fleflr  is  coarfe,  black,  and 
has  rather  a ftrong  tafle ; and  the  heart  is  nearly  as  well 
tailed  as  that  of  a bullock.  The  far,  when  melted,  yields  a 
good  deal  of  oil,  which  burns  very  well  in  lamps  and  their 
hides,  which  are  very  thick,  were  very  ufeful  about  our 
rigging.  The  teeth,  or  tulks,  of  moft  of  them  were,  at  this 
time,  very  fmall ; even  fome  of  the  larged  and  oldeft  of  thefe 
animals,  had  them  not  exceeding  fix  inches  in  length.  From 
this  we  concluded,  that  they  had  lately  Ihed  their  old 
teeth. 
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1778.  They  He,  in  herds  of  many  hundreds,  upon  the  ice ; 

' huddling  one  over  the  other  like  fwine;  and  roar  or  bray 
very  loud ; fo  that,  in  the  night,  or  in  foggy  weather,  they 
gave  us  notice  of  the  vicinity  of  the  ice,  before  we  could  fee 
it.  We  never  found  the  whole  herd  allecp ; fome  being  al- 
ways upon  the  watch.  Thcfe,  on  the  approach  of  the  boar, 
would  wake  thofe  next  to  them ; and  the  alarm  being  thu9 
gradually  communicated,  the  whole  herd  would  be  awake 
prcfently.  But  they  were  feldomin  a hurry  to  get  away,  till 
after  they  had  been  once  fired  at.  Then  they  would  tumble 
one  over  the  other,  into  the  fea,  in  the  utmoft  confufion. 
And,  if  we  did  not,  at  the  firft  difeharge,  kill  thofe  we  fired 
at,  we  generally  loft  them,  though  mortally  wounded* 
They  did  not  appear  to  us  to  be  that  dangerous  animal  fome 
authors  have  deferibed;  not  even  when  attacked.  They 
are  rather  more  fo,  to  appearance,  than  in  reality.  Vaft 
numbers  of  them  would  follow,  and  come  clofe  up  to  the 
boats.  But  the  flalh  of  a mufquet  in  the  pan,  or  even  the 
bare  pointing  of  one  at  them,  would  fend  them  down  in  an 
inllanr.  The  female  will  defend  the  young  one  to  the  very 
laft,  and  at  the  cxpence  of  her  own  life,  whether  in  the  wa- 
ter, or  upon  the  ice.  Nor  will  the  young  one  quit  the  dam, 
though  Ihc  be  dead ; fo  that,  if  you  kill  one,  you  are  fure  of 
the  other.  The  dam,  when  in  the  water,  holds  the  young 
one  between  her  fore-fins. 

Mr.  Pennant,  in  his  Synopfu  Quadr.  p.  335  *,  has  given  a 
very  good  defeription  of  this  mimal  under  the  name  of 
slrttic  IValrut ; but  I have  no  where  feen  a good  drawing 

• Mr-  Pennant,  fince  Captain  Cook  wrote  this,  has  deferibed  this  animal  in  a new 
work.,  which  he  calls  ArQtt  Ztolqy,  now  ready  for  publication.  We  have  been  fa- 
voured with  his  obliging  communications  on  this,  and  other  particulars  -t  and,,  there- 
fore, refer  the  reader  to  the  ArQit  Zulofy,  N°  7a* 
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of  one.  Why  they  Ihould  be  called  fca-horfcs,  is  hard  to 
fay;  unlefs  the  word  be  a corruption  of  the  Ruffian  name  — *— 
Morfe ; for  they  have  not  the  lead  rcfemblance  of  a horfe. 

This  is,  without  doubt,  the  fame  animal  that  is  found  in 
the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  there  called  Sea-cow.  It  is 
certainly  more  like  a cow  than  a horfe ; but  this  likenefs 
confids  in  nothing  but  the  fnout.  In  fltort,  it  is  an  ani- 
mal like  a feal ; but  incomparably  larger.  The  dimen- 
Cons  and  weight  of  one,  which  was  none  of  the  larged, 
were  as  follows : 


Length  from  the  fnout  to  the  tail 
Length  of  the  neck,  from  the  fnout  to  the 
flioulder-bone  - - 

Height  of  the  Ihoulder 

Length  of  the  fins  j 
Breadth  of  the  fins 


Fore 

Hind 


Snout 


Breadth 
. Depth 


Circumference  of  the  neck  clofc  to  the  ears 
Circumference  of  the  body  at  the  Ihoulder 
Circumference  near  the  hind- fins 
From  the  fnout  to  the  eyes 


Weight  of  the  carcafe,  without  the 
head,  Ikin,  or  entrails 

Head 

Skin  - 


lb. 

854 

4U 

205 


Feet.  IfloLei. 

9 4 

st  6 

5 o 
2 4- 
2 6 

J 24. 
2 o 

> 3 

2 7 

7 10 

5 6 

o 7 


I could  not  find  out  what  thefe  animals  feed  upon.  There 
was  nothing  in  the  maws  of  thofe  we  killed. 
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AuguA  ^ 's  wort^  obfcrving,  that  for  fome  days  before  this  date, 
v — . — -a  wc  had  frequently  feen  flocks  of  ducks  flying  to  the  South- 
ward. They  were  of  two  forts,  the  one  much  larger  than 
the  other.  The  largeft  were  of  a brown  colour;  and,  of  the 
fmall  fort,  either  the  duck  or  drake  was  black  and  white, 
and  the  other  brown.  Some  faid  they  faw  geefe  alfo.  Does 
not  this  indicate  that  there  muft  be  land  to  the  North; 
where  thefe  birds  find  fhelter,  in  the  proper  feafon,  to  breed, 
and  from  whence  they  were  now  returning  to  a warmer 
climate  ? 

By  the  time  that  wc  had  got  our  fea-horfes  on  board,  we 
were,  in  a manner,  furrounded  with  the  ice ; and  had  no 
way  left  to  clear  it,  but  by  (landing  to  the  Southward ; 
TWfAi)' 20.  which  was  done  till  three  o’clock  next  morning,  with  a 
gentle  breeze  wefterly  ; and,'  for  the  moll  part,  thick,  foggy 
weather.  The  foundings  were  from  twelve  to  fifteen  fa- 
thoms. Wc  then  tacked,  and  flood  to  the  North  till  ten 
o’clock;  when  the  wind  veering  to  the  Northward,  we  di- 
rected our  courfe  to  the  Weft  South  Weft  and  Weft.  At  two 
in  the  afternoon,  we  fell  in  with  the  main  ice ; along  the 
edge  of  which  wc  kept ; being  partly  directed  by  the  roaring 
of  the  fea-horfes ; for  we  had  a very  thick  fog.  Thus  we 
continued  failing  till  near  midnight,  when  we  got  in  amongft 
the  loofe  ice,  and  heard  the  lurge  of  the  fea  upon  the  main 
ice. 

The  fog  being  very  thick,  and  the  wind  Eafterly,  I now 
JiiJ.nyji.  hauled  tg  the  Southward ; and,  at  ten  o’clock  the  next  morn- 
ing, the  fog  clearing  away,  we  faw  the  continent  of  America, 
extending  from  South  by  Eaft,  to  Eaft  by  South ; and  at 
noon,  from  South  Weft  half  South,  to  Eaft;  the  neared  part 
five  leagues  diftanr.  At  this  time  we  were  in  the  latitude 
1 of 
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of  69’  32',  and  in  the  longitude  of  195*  48' ; and  as  the  main 
ice  was  at  no  great  diflancc  from  us,  it  is  evident,  that  it  » — -v — _> 
now  covered  a part  of  the  fca,  which,  but  a few  days  before, 
had  been  clear;  and  that  it  extended  farther  to  the  South, 
than  where  wc  firft  fell  in  with  it.  It  muft  not  be  under- 
flood, that  I fuppofed  any  part  of  this  ice  which  we  had 
feen,  to  be  fixed ; on  the  contrary,  I am  well  allured,  that 
the  whole  was  a moveable  mafs. 

Having  but  little  wind,  in  the  afternoon,  I fent  the  Mailer 
in  a boat,  to  try  if  there  was  any  current ; but  he  found 
none.  I continued  to  fleer  in  for  the  American  land,  until 
eight  o’clock,  in  order  to  get  a nearer  view  of  it,  and  to  look 
for  a harbour ; but  feeing  nothing  like  one,  I flood  again  to 
the  North,  with  a light  breeze  Wcllcrly.  At  this  time,  the 
coafl  extended  from  South  Weft  to  Eaft;  the  neareft  part 
four  or  five  leagues  diftanu  The  Southern  extreme  feemed 
to  form  a point,  which  was  named  Cape  Lijlurne.  It  lies  in 
the  latitude  of  69*  s’>  and  >n  •he  longitude  of  194*  42',  and 
appeared  to  be  pretty  high  land,  even  down  to  the  fca.  But 
there  may  be  low  land  under  it,  which  wc  might  not  fee, 
being  not  ‘lcfs  than  ten  leagues  from  it.  Every  where  clfc, 
as  wc  advanced  Northward,  we  had  found  a low  coaft, 
from  which  the  land  rifes  to  a middle  height.-  The  coaft 
now  before  us  was  without  fnow,  except  in  one  or  two 
places ; and  had  a greenifh  hue.  But  we  could  not  perceive 
any  wood  upon  it. 

On  the  sad,  the  wind  was  Southerly,  and  the  weather  «. 

moftly  foggy,  with  fome  intervals  of  funfhine.  At  eight  in 
the  evening  it  fell  calm,  which  continued  till  midnight, 
when  we  heard  the  furge  of  the  fca  againfl  the  ice,  and  had 
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Zlguii  feveral  loofe  pieces  about  us.  A light  breeze  now  fprung 
t — -l— ’ up  at  North  Eaft  ; and,  as  the  fog  was  very  thick,  I (leered 
to  the  Southward,  to  clear  the  ice.  At  eight  o’clock  next 
Sunday  t$.  morning,  the  fog  difperfed,  and  I hauled  to  the  Wcftward- 
For  finding  that  I could  not  get  to  the  North  near  the  coaft, 
on  account  of  the  ice,  1 refolved  to  try  what  could  be  done 
at  a diftance  from  it ; and  as  the  wind  feemed  to  be  fettled 
at  North,  I thought  it  a good  opportunity. 

Monday  1*.  As  we  advanced  to  the  Weft,  the  water  deepened  gradually 
lutidj, 3>'  to  twenty-eight  fathoms,  which  was  the  moft  we  had.  With1 
the  Northerly  wind  the  air  was  raw,  -harp,  and-  cold  j and 
we  had  fogs,  funfhine,  fhowers  of  (now  and  fleet,  by  turns. 
Wedccf.  16.  At  ten  in  the  morning  of  the  e6th,  we  tell  in  with  the  ice.  At 
noon,  it  extended  from  North  Weil  to  Eaft  by  North,  and  ap- 
peared to  be  thick  and  com  part  At  this  time,  we  were,  by 
obfervation,  in  the  latitude  69*  3$',  and  in  the  longitude  of 
184°;  fo  that  it  now  appeared  we  had  no  better  profpedt  of 
getting  to  the  North  here,  than  nearer  the  fliore. 

I continued  to  (land  to  the  Weftward,  till  five  in  the  after- 
noon, when  we  were  in  a manner  embayed  by  the  ice, 
which  appeared  high,  and  very  clofe  in  the  North  Weft  and 
North  Eaft  quarters,  with  a great  deal  of  loofe  ice  about 
the  edge  of  the  main  field.  At  this  time,  we  had  baffling 
light  winds ; but  it  foon  fixed  at  South,  and  incrcafed  to  a 
frefli  gale,  with  (bowers  of  rain.  We  got  the  tack  aboard, 
and  ftretched  to  the  Eaftward ; this  being  the  only  direction 
in  which  the  fea  was  clear  of  ice. 

' » 

atiurfday  27.  At  four  in  the  morning  of  the  27th,  we  tacked  and  ftood 
to  the  Weft,  and  at  feven  in  the  evening  we  were  clofe  in 
with  the  edge  of  tlie  ice,  which  lay  Eaft  North  Eaft,  and 

Weft 
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Weft  South  Weft,  as  far  each  way  as  the  eye  could  reach. 

Having  but  little  wind,  I went  with  the  boats,  to  examine  v- — ' 

the  date  of  the  ice.  I found  it  confiding  of  loofe  pieces,  of 
various  extent,  and  fo  clofe  together,  that  I could  hardly 
enter  the  outer  edge  with  a boat ; and  it  was  as  impoflible 
for  the  {hips  to  enter  it,  as  if  it  had  been  fo  many  rocks.  I , 
took  particular  notice,  that  it  was  all  pure  tranfparent  ice,, 
except  the  upper  furfacc,  which  was  a little  porous.  It  ap- 
peared to  be  entirely  compofed  of  frozen  fnow,  and  to  have 
been  all  formed  at  fea.  For,  fetting  afide  the  improbability, 
or  rather  impoffibility,  of  fuch  huge  mafles  floating  out  of 
rivcr9,  in  which  there  is  hardly  water  for  a boat,  none  of  the 
produ&ions  of  the  land  were  found  incorporated,  or  fixed 
in  it;  which  mull  have  unavoidably  been  the  cafe,  had  it 
been  formed  in  rivers,  either  great  or  fmall.  The  pieces  of 
ice  that  formed  the  outer  edge  of  the  field,  were  from  forty 
or  fifty  yards  in  extent,  to  four  or  five ; and  I judged,  that 
the  larger  pieces  reached  thirty  feet,  or  more,  under  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water.  It  alfo  appeared  to  me  very  improbable, 
that  this  ice  could  have  been  the  production  of  the  preced- 
ing winter  alone.  I fhould  fuppofc  it  rather  to  have  been 
the  production  of  a great  many  winters.  Nor  was  it  lefs 
improbable,  according  to  my  judgment,  that  the  little  that 
remained  of  the  fummer,  could  deftmy  the  tenth  part  of  what 
now  fubfifted  of  this  mafs ; for  the  fun  had  already  exerted 
upon  it  the  full  influence  of  his  rays.  Indeed  I am  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  fun  contributes  very  little  toward  reducing 
thefe  great  mafles.  For  although  that  luminary  is  a con- 
fiderable  while  above  the  horizon,  it  fcltiom  fhincs  out  for 
more  than  a few  hours  at  a time ; and  often  is  not  feen  for 
fcveral  days  in  fucceflion.  It  is  the  wind,  or  rather  the 
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waves  raifed  by  the  wind,  that  brings  down  the  bulk  of 
>— — *—>  thefe  enormous  mafles,  by  grinding  one  piece  againll  ano- 
ther, and  by  undermining  and  wafliing  away  thofe  parts 
that  lie  expofed  to  the  furge  of  the  fea.  This  was  evident, 
from  our  observing,  that  the  upper  furface  of  many  pieces 
had  been  partly  walked  away,  while  the  bafe  or  under  part  ' 
remained  firm  for  fevcral  fathoms  round  that  which  ap- 
peared above  water,  exactly  like  a flioal  round  an  elevated 
rock.  Wc  meafured  the  depth  of  water  upon  one,  and 
found  it  to  be  fifteen  feet ; fo  that  the  fhips  might  have 
failed  over  it.  If  I had  not  meafured  this  depth,  I would 
not  have  believed,  that  there  was  a fuflicient  weight  of  ice 
above  the  furface,  to  have  funk  the  other  fo  much  below 
it.  Thus  it  may  happen,  that  more  ice  is  deftroyed  in  one 
ftormy  feafon,  than  is  formed  in  fevcral  winters,  and  an  end- 
lefs  accumulation  is  prevented.  But  that  there  is  always  a 
remaining  ftore.  every  one  who  has  been  upon  the  fpot  will 
conclude,  and  none  but  clofec-fludying  philofophcrs  will 
difpute. 

A thick  fog,  which  came  on  while  I was  thus  employed 
with  the  boats,  haflened  me  aboard,  rather  fooner  than  I 
could  have  wifhed,  with  one  fea-horfe  to  each  (hip.  We  had 
killed  more,  but  could  not  wait  to  bring  them  with  us.  The 
number  of  thefe  animals,  on  all  the  ice  that  we  had  fecn, 
is  almofl  incredible.  Wc  fpent  the  night  (landing  off  and 
on,  amongfl  the  drift  ice-,  and  at  nine  o’clock  the  next 
rrid.iy  19.  morning,  the  fog  having  partly  difperfed,  boats  from  each 
fhip  were  fent  for  fca-horfes.  For,  by  this  time,  our  people 
began  to  relifh  them,  and  thofe  we  had  procured  before 
were  all  confumcd.  At  noon,  our  latitude  was  6/  17',  our 
longitude  183*;  the  variation,  by  the  morning  azimuths, 
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i 5*  56'  Eaft ; and  the  depth  of  water  twenty-five  fathoms.  A>7^ 

At  two  o’clock,  having  got  on  board  as  much  marine  beef  « — ., — j 
as  was  thought  neceffary,  and  the  wind  frefhening  at  South 
South  Eaft,  we  took  on  board  the  boats,  and  ftrctchcd  to  the 
South  Weft.  But  not  being  able  to  weather  the  ice  upon 
this  tack,  or  to  go  through  it,  we  made  a board  to  the  Eaft, 
till  eight  o’clock,  then  refumed  our  courfe  to  the  South 
Weft,  and  before  midnight  were  obliged  to  tack  again,  on 
account  of  the  ice.  Soon  after,  the  wind  fltifted  to  the 
North  Weft,  blowing  a ft  iff  gale,  and  we  ftrctchcd  to  the 
South  Weft,  clofc  hauled. 

In  the  morning  of  the  29th,  we  faw  the  main  ice  to  the  Saturday  25. 
Northward,  and  not  long  after,  land  bearing  South  Weft  by 
Weft.  Prcfcntly  after  this,  more  land  fticwcd  itfclf,  bearing 
Weft,  It  fticwcd  itfelf  in  two  hills  like  iftands,  but  afterward 
the  whole  appeared  connected.  As  we  approached  the 
land,  the  depth  of  water  decreafed  very  fall;  fo  that  at 
noon,  when  we  tacked,  we  had  only  eight  fathoms ; being 
three  miles  from  the  coaft,  which  extended  from  South, 

30’  Eaft,  to  North,  60°  Weft.  This  laft  extreme  termi- 
nated in  a bluff  point,  being  one  of  the  hills  above 
mentioned. 

The  weather  at  this  time  was  very  hazy,  with  drizzling 
rain ; but  loon  after,  it  cleared ; efpecially  to  the  South- 
ward, Weftward,  and  Northward.  This  enabled  us  to  have 
a pretty  good  view  of  the  coaft  ; which,  in  every  rcfpctft,  is 
like  the  oppofitc  one  of  America;  that  is,  low  land  next  the 
fea,  with  elevated  land  farther  back.  It  was  perfectly  defti- 
tutc  of  wood,  and  even  fnow ; but  was,  probably,  covered 
with  a moffy  fubftancc,  that  gave  it  a brownilh  eaft.  In  the 
low  ground  lying  between  the  high  land  and  the  fca,  was 
a lake,  extending  to  the  South  Eaft,  farther  than  we  could 
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fee.  As  we  flood  off,  the  Weftcrnmoft  of  the  two  hills  be- 
fore mentioned  came  open  off  the  bluff  point,  in  the  di- 
rection of  North  Weft.  It  had  the  appearance  of  being  an 
ifland ; but  it  might  be  joined  to  the  other  by  low  land, 
though  we  did  not  fee  it.  And  if  fo,  there  is  a two-fold 
point,  with  a bay  between  them.  This  point,  which  is 
fleep  and  rocky,  was  named  Cape  North.  Its  fituation  is 
nearly  in  the  latitude  of  68*  56',  and  in  the  longitude  of 
180*  51'.  The  coaft  beyond  it  mull  take  a very  Wefterly  di- 
rection j for  we  could  fee  no  land  to  the  Northward  of  it, 
though  the  horizon  was  there  pretty  clear.  Being  defirous 
of  feeing  more  of  the  coaft  to  the  Weftward,  we  tacked 
again,  at  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  thinking  we  could 
weather  Cape  North.  But  finding  we  could  not,  the  wind 
frelhening,  a thick  fog  coming  on,  with  much  fnow,  and 
being  fearful  of  the  ice  coming  down  upon  us,  I gave  up 
the  defign  I had  formed  of  plying  to  the  Weftward,  and 
flood  off  fhorc  again. 

The  fcafon  was  now  fo  far  advanced,  and  the  time  when 
the  froft  is  expeCted  to  fet  in  fo  near  at  hand,  that  I did  not 
think  it  confident  with  prudence,  to  make  any  farther  at- 
tempts to  find  a paffage  into  the  Atlantic  this  year,  in  any 
direction ; fo  little  was  the  profpcCt  of  fucceeding.  My  at- 
tention was  now  directed  toward  finding  out  fome  place 
where  we  might  fupply  ourfelves  with  wood  and  water; 
and  the  objeCt  uppermoft  in  my  thoughts  was,  how  I Ihould 
fpend  the  winter,  fo  as  to  make  fome  improvements  in  geo- 
graphy and  navigation,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  be  in  a con- 
dition to  return  to  the  North,  in  farther  fcarch  of  a paffage, 
the  enfuing  fummer. 
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CHAP.  X. 

Return  from  Cape  North , along  the  Coafl  of  Afla. — Views 
of  the  Country. — Burney's  1JI and. — Cape  Serdze  Katnent 
the  Northern  Limit  of  Beering  s Voyage. — - Pafs  the 
Eaf  Cape  of  Afia. — Defcription  and  Situation  of  it. — 
Obfervations  on  Muller. — The  Ifchutjki. — Bay  of  Saint 
Lawrence.  — Two  other  Bays , and  Habitations  of  the 
Natives. — Beering's  Cape  Tfcbukotfkoi. — Beering's  Po- 
ftion  of  this  Coafi  accurate. — If  and  of  Saint  Lawrence. 

— Pafs  to  the  American  Coafl. — Cape  Darby.  — Bald 
Head. — Cape  Denbigh , on  a Peninfula. — Bejborougb 
If  and. — Wood  and  Water  procured. — Vifits  from  the 
Natives  — Their  Perfons  and  Habitations.-— Produce  of 
of  the  Country. — Marks  that  the  Peninfula  had  formerly 
been  fur  rounded  by  the  Sea. — Lieutenant  King's  Re- 
port.— Norton  Sound. — Lunar  Objervations  there. — 

Stablin' s Map  proved  to  be  erroneous. — Plan  of  future 
Operations. 

AFTER  having  flood  off  till  we  got  into  eighteen  fa-  1778. 

thorns  water,  I bore  up  to  the  Eaftward,  along  the  . A“E‘‘  ■'  . 
coafl,  which,  by  this  time,  it  was  pretty  certain,  could  only  SjturJa>' 
be  the  continent  of  Afia.  As  the  wind  blew  frefli,  with  a 
very  heavy  fall  of  fnow,  and  a thick  mill,  it  was  neceflary 
to  proceed  with  great  caution.  I therefore  brought  to,  for 
a few  hours  in  the  night. 
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*7i*-  At  day-break,  on  the  -;cth,  we  made  fail,  and  (leered  fuch 

Aogull.  ' 

> — — j a courfc  as  1 thought  would  bring  us  in  with  the  land ; 

S-ird.iy  jo.  jn  a gj-eat  nicafurc  guided  by  the  lead.  For  the  wea- 

ther was  as  thick  as  ever,  and  it  (trowed  ince(fantly.  At  ten, 
we  got  fight  of  the  coad,  bearing  South  Weft,  four  miles 
dillant ; and  prefently  after,  having  flioaled  the  water  to 
("even  fathoms,  we  hauled  o:T.  At  this  time,  a very  low 
point,  or  fpit,  bore  South  South  Weft,  two  or  three  miles 
dillant ; to  the  Fad  of  which  there  appeared  to  be  a narrow 
channel,  leading  into  fomc  water  that  wc  faw  over  the 
point.  Probably,  the  lake  before  mentioned  communicates 
here  with  the  fea. 

At  noon,  the  mid  difpcrfmgfor  a (liort  interval,  we  had  a 
tolerably  good  view  of  the  coad,  which  extended  from 
South  Ead  to  North  Wed  by  Wed.  Some  parts  appeared 
higher  than  others  ; but  in  general  it  was  very  low,  with 
high  land  farther  up  the  country.  The  whole  was  now  covered 
with  fnow,  which  had  lately  fallen,  quite  down  to  the  lea. 
I continued  to  range  along  the  coad,  at  two  leagues  didance, 
till  ten  at  night,  when  we  hauled  o(T;  but  we  refumed  our 

Monday  ji.  courfc  next  morning,  foon  after  day-break,  when  wc  got 
fight  of  the  coad  again,  extending  from  Wed  to  South  Ead 
by  South.  At  eight,  the  Eadcrn  part  bore  South,  and  proved 
to  be  an  idand ; which  at  noon  bore  South  Wed  half  South, 
four  pr  five  miles  didant.  It  is  about  four  or  five  miles  in 
circuit,  of  a middling  height,  with  a deep,  rocky  coad, 
fituated  about  three  leagues  from  the  main,  in  the  latitude 
of  6f  4 s',  and  didinguiflied  in  the  chart  by  the  name  of 
Burner’s  IJlanJ. 

The  inland  country  hereabout  is  full  of  hills;  fomc  of 
which  are  of  a confiderable  height.  The  land  was  covered 
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with  fnow,  except  a few  fpots  upon  the  fea-coaft,  which  Hill  >Vrs. 
continued  low,  but  lefs  fo  than  farther  Weftward.  For  the  , f 
two  preceding  days,  the  mean  height  of  the  mercury  in  the 
thermometer  had  been  very  little  above  the  freezing  point, 
and  often  below  it ; fo  that  the  water,  in  the  vcflels  upon 
the  deck,  was  frequently  covered  with  a fltect  of  ice. 

I continued  to  fleer  South  South  Eaft,  nearly  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  coaft,  till  five  in  the  afternoon,  when  land  was 
feen  bearing  South,  50"  Eaft,  which  we  prefcntly  found  to 
be  a continuation  of  the  coaft,  and  hauled  up  for  it.  Being 
abroad  of  the  Eaftern  land,  at  ten  at  night,  and  in  doubts 
of  weathering  it,  we  tacked,  and  made  a board  to  the  Weft-  September, 
ward,  till  pad  one  the  next  morning,  when  we  flood  again  T“  day  '' 
to  the  Eaft,  and  found  that  it  was  as  much  as  we  could  do 
to  keep  our  diftance  from  the  coaft,  the  wind  being  exceed- 
ingly unfettled,  varying  continually  from  North  to  North 
Eaft.  At  half  an  hour  part  eight,  the  Eaftern  extreme  above 
mentioned  bore  South  by  Eaft,  fix  or  feven  miles  diftant.  At 
the  fame  time,  a head-land  appeared  in  fight,  bearing  Eaft 
by  South,  half  South ; and,  foon  after,  we  could  trace  the 
whole  coaft  lying  between  them,  and  a fmall  ifland  at  fomc 
diftance  from  it. 

The  coaft  feemed  to  form  fcveral  rocky  points,  connected 
by  a low  fhore,  without  the  lead  appearance  of  a harbour. 

At  fomc  diftance  from  the  fea,  the  low  land  appeared  to 
fwell  into  a number  of  hills.  The  higheft  of  thefc  were  co- 
vered with  fnow ; and,  in  other  rcfpccts,  the  whole  country 
feemed  naked.  At  feven  in  the  evening,  two  points  of 
land,  at  fome  diftance  beyond  the  Eaftern  head,  opened  olF 
it  in  the  direction  of  South,  37°  Eaft.  I was  now  well  af- 
fured,  of  what  I had  believed  before,  that  this  was  the 
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■77®“  country  of  the  Tfchutfki,  or  the  North  Eaft  coaft  of  Afia  > 

c. — t ami  that  thus  far  Beering  proceeded  in  1718;  that  is,  to 

this  head  which  Muller  fays  is  called  SerJze  Kamen,  on  ac- 
count of  a rock  upon  it,  fhaped  like  a heart.  But  I con- 
ceive, that  Mr.  Muller’s  knowledge  of  the  geography  of 
thefe  parts  is  very  imperfedl.  There  are  many  elevated 
rocks  upon  this  Cape,  and  poflibly  fome  one  or  other  of 
them  may  have  the  fhape  of  a heart.  It  is  a pretty  lofty 
promontory,  with  a deep  rocky  cliff  facing  the  fca ; and  lies 
in  the  latitude  of  67*  3',  and  in  the  longitude  of  188*  u'.  To 
the  Eaftward  of  it,  the  coaft  is  high  and  bold ; but  to  the 
Weftward  it  is  low,  and  trends  North  North  Weft,  and  North 
Weft  by  Weft ; which  is  nearly  its  direction  all  the  way  to 
Cape  North.  The  foundings  are  every  where  the  fame  at 
the  fame  diftance  from  the  fhore,  which  is  alfo  the  cafe  on 
the  oppoftte  fhore  of  America.  The  greateft  depth  wc  found 
in  ranging  along  it  was  twenty-three  fathoms.  And,  in  the 
night,  or  in  foggy  weather,  the  foundings  are  no  bad  guide 
in  failing  along  cither  of  thefe  fhores. 

Wedn«r.  i.  At  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  2d,  the  moft  ad- 
vanced land  to  the  South  Eaft,  bore  South,  25*  Eaft ; and 
from  this  point  of  view  had  the  appearance  of  being  an 
ifland.  But  the  thick  fnow  fliowers,  which  fucccedcd  one 
another  pretty  faft,  and  fettled  upon  the  land,  hid  great 
part  of  the  coaft  at  this  time  from  our  fight.  Soon  after, 
the  fun,  whofe  face  we  had  not  feen  for  near  five  days, 
broke  out  at  the  intervals  between  the  fhowers ; and,  in 
fome  meafure,  freed  the  coaft  from  the  fog,  fo  that  we  had 
a fight  of  it,  and  found  the  whole  to  be  connedted.  The  wind 
ftill  continued  at  North,  the  air  was  cold,  and  the  mercury 
in  the  thermometer  never  role  above  35",  and  was  fometimes 
as  low  as  30*.  At  noon  the  obferved  latitude  was  66*  37', 
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Cape  Serdze  Kamen  bore  North,  52°  Weft,  thirteen  leagues  dif- 
tant ; the  Southernmoft  point  of  land  in  light  South,  41* 
Eaft  ; the  neareft  part  of  the  coaft  two  leagues  diftant ; and 
our  depth  of  water  twenty-two  fathoms. 


September. 


We  had  now  fair  weather  and  funlhine ; and  as  wc  ranged 
along  the  coaft,  at  the  diftance  of  four  miles,  we  faw  feve- 
ral  of  the  inhabitants,  and  fome  of  their  habitations,  which 
looked  like  little  hillocks  of  earth.  In  the  evening  we 
palled  the  Eajicrn  Cjpt,  or  the  point  above  mentioned ; from 
which  the  coaft  changes  its  diretftion,  and  trends  South 
Weft.  It  is  the  fame  point  of  land  which  wc  had  palled  on 
the  nth  of  Auguft.  They  who  believed  implicitly  in  Mr. 
Staehlin’s  map,  then  thought  it  the  Eaft  point  of  his  illand 
Alafchka ; but  we  had,  by  this  time,  fatisfied  ourfelves,  that 
it  is  no  other  than  the  Eaftern  promontory  of  Alia  ; and  pro- 
bably the  proper  T/cbukotJkoi  Nofs,  though  the  promontory,  to 
which  Beering  gave  that  name,  is  farther  to  the  South 
Weft. 


Though  Mr.  Muller,  in  his  map  of  the  Ruffian  Difcoveries, 
places  the  Tfchukotlkoi  Nofs  nearly  in  75*  of  latitude,  and 
extends  it  fomewhat  to  the  Eaftward  of  this  Cape,  it  appears 
to  me,  that  he  had  no  good  authority  for  fo  doing.  Indeed 
his  own  accounts,  or  rather  DefhnefPs*,  of  the  diftance  be- 
tween the  Nofs,  and  the  river  Anadir,  cannot  be  reconciled 
with  this  very  Northerly  pofition.  But  as  I hope  to  vifit 
thefe  pans  again,  I lhall  leave  the  difeuffion  of  this  point 
till  then.  In  the  mean  time,  I mull  conclude,  as  Beering 
did  before  me,  that  this  is  the  moll  Eaftern  point  of  Afia. 

• Avec  le  vert  !e  plus  favorable,  on  peut  aller  par  mer  de  cctte  pointe  (des 
Tfchuktfchii),  jufqu’a  1'Anadir  en  troit  fois  14  heures ; & par  terra  le  chemin  nt 
peut  gucre  ctre  plus  long.  Muller,  p.  13. 
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Septcrnbcr  11  *s  a Pen'nfu'a  °f  confidcrablc  height,  joined  to  the  conti- 
> — ^ — < nent  by  a very  low,  and,  to  appearance,  narrow  neck  of 
land.  It  fhews  a fteep  rocky  cliff  next  the  fea ; and  off  the 
very  point  are  fome  rocks  like  fpircs.  It  is  lituated  in  the 
latitude  of  66'  6',  and  in  the  longitude  of  190°  22' ; and  is  dis- 
tant, from  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  on  the  American  coaft, 
thirteen  leagues,  in  the  direction  of  North,  53°  Weft.  The 
land  about  this  promontory  is  compofed  of  hills  and 
vallics.  The  former  terminate  at  the  fea  in  fteep  rocky 
points,  and  the  latter  in  low  fhores.  The  hills  feemed  to  be 
naked  rocks ; but  the  vallies  had  a grccnifli  hue,  but  def- 
titute  of  tree  or  fhrub. 

After  palling  the  Cape,  I fleered  South  Weft  half  Weft,  for 
the  Northern  point  of  St.  Lawrence  Bay,  in  which  we  had 
anchored  on  the  10th  of  lad  month.  We  reached  it  by  eight 
Thurfdayj.  o’clock  next  morning,  and  faw  fome  of  the  inhabitants  at 
the  place  where  I had  feen  them  before,  as  well  as  fevcral 
others  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  bay.  None  of  them,  how- 
ever, attempted  to  come  off  to  us ; which  feemed  a little 
extraordinary,  as  the  weather  was  favourable  enough  ; and 
thofe  whom  we  had  lately  vifited  had  no  rcafon,  that  I 
know  of,  to  diflike  our  company.  Thefe  people  mull  be 
the  Tfchutfki;  a nation  that,  at  the  time  Mr.  Muller  wrote, 
the  Ruffians  had  not  been  able  to  conquer.  And,  from 
the  whole  of  their  condud  with  us,  it  appears  that  they 
have  not,  as  yet,  brought  them  under  fubjedion;  though  it 
is  obvious  that  they  muft  have  a trade  with  the  Ruffians, 
either  direclly,  or  by  means  of  fome  neighbouring  nation  ; 
as  We  cannot  otherwife  account  for  their  being  in  poflef- 
fion  of  the  fpontoons,  in  particular,  of  which  we  took 
notice.  s 
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This  Bay  of  St.  Laurence  * is,  at  lcall,  five  leagues  broad  '77^ 
at  the  entrance,  and  four  leagues  deep,  narrowing  toward  — v — 
the  bottom,  where  it  appeared  to  be  tolerably  well  fheltered 
from  the  fea-winds,  provided  there  be  fufficicnt  depth  of 
water  for  fhips.  I did  not  wait  to  examine  it,  although  I 
was  very  defirous  of  finding  an  harbour  in  thofe  parts,  to 
which  I might  refort  next  fpring.  But  I wanted  one  where 
wood  might  be  got,  and  I knew  that  none  was  to  be  found 
here.  From  the  South  point  of  this  bay,  which  lies  in  the 
latitude  of  63*  30',  the  coaft  trends  Weft  by  South,  for  about 
nine  leagues,  and  there  forms  a deep  bay,  or  river } or  elfe 
the  land  there  is  fo  low  that  we  could  not  fee  it. 

At  one  in  the  afternoon,  in  the  direction  of  our  courfe, 
we  faw  what  was  firft  taken  for  a rock  ; but  it  proved  to  be 
a dead  whale,  which  fomc  natives  of  the  Afiatic  coaft  had 
killed,  and  were  towing  afhore.  They  feemed  to  conceal 
themfelves  behind  the  fifh  to  avoid  being  feen  by  us.  This 
was  unncccflary  ; for  we  purfued  our  courfe,  without  taking 
any  notice  of  them. 

At  day-break  on  the  4th,  ! hauled  to  the  North  Weft,  in  4. 
order  to  get  a nearer  view  of  the  inlet  feen  the  preceding 
day  j but  the  wind,  foon  after,  veering  to  that  dirc&ion,  I 
gave  up  the  defign ; and,  fleering  to  the  Southward  along 
the  coaft,  paft  two  bay9,  each  about  two  leagues  deep.  The 
Northernmoft  lies  before  a hill,  which  is  remarkable  by  be- 
ing rounder  than  any  other  upon  the  coaft.  And  there  is 
an  ifland  lying  before  the  other.  It  may  be  doubted,  whe- 
ther there  be  a fufficient  depth  for  fhips  in  either  of  thefe 
bays,  as  wc  always  met  with  flioal  water,  when  we  edged 

* Captain  Cook  gives  it  this  name,  having  anchored  in  it  on  St.  Laurence’s  day, 

Augud  10.  It  is  remarkable,  that  peering  failed  pad  this  very  place  on  the  ioth  of 
Auguft  1728  j on  which  account,  the  neighbouring  ifland  was  named  by  him  after  the 
fame  Saint.  4 
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September  *n  *e  ^10rC-  Tl'6  country  here  is  exceedingly  hilljr 
— ) and  naked.  In  feveral  places  on  the  low  ground,  next  the 
lea,  were  the  dwellings  of  the  natives ; and  near  all  of  them 
were  created  ftages  of  bones,  fuch  as  before  deferibedi 
Thefe  may  be  feen  at  a great  diftance,  on  account  of  their 
whitenefs. 

At  noon  the  latitude  was  64'  38',  and  the  longitude 
18b*  15';  the  Southernmoft  point  of  the  main  in  fight  bore 
South,  48°  Weft  ; and  the  neared  Ihorc  about  three  or  four 
leagues  diftant.  By  this  time,  the  wind  had  veered  again 
to  the  North,  and  blew  a gentle  breeze.  The  weather  was 
clear,  and  the  air  cold.  I did  not  follow  the  direction  of 
, the  coaft,  as  1 found  that  it  took  a Weftcrly  direction  toward 
the  Gulf  of  Anadir,  into  which  I had  no  inducement  to  g o; 
but  fleered  to  the  Southward,  in  order  to  get  a fight  of  the 
lfland  of  St.  Laurence,  difeovered  by  Beering;  which  ac- 
cordingly Ihewed  itfclf,  and,  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  even- 
ing, it  bore  South,  2o°Eaft;  by  eftimation,  eleven  leagues 
diftant.  At  the  fame  time,  the  Southernmoft  point  of  t’-c 
main  land  bore  South,  83*  Weft,  diftant  twelve  leagues.  I 
take  this  to  be  the  point  which  Bccring  calls  the  Eaft  Point 
of  Suchotlki,  or  Cape  1 Tfchukotjkoi ; a name  which  he  gave  it, 
and  with  propriety,  becaufe  it  was  from  this  part  of  the 
coaft  that  the  natives  came  off  to  him,  who  called  them- 
felves  of  the  nation  of  the  Tfchutflci.  I make  its  latitude 
to  be  64'  13',  and  its  longitude  1 86"  36'.. 

In  juftice  to  the  memory  of  Beering,  I muft  fay,  that  he 
has  delineated  the  coaft  very  well,  and  fixed  the  latitude  and 
longitude  of  the  points  better  than  could  be  expetfted  from 
the  methods  he  had  to  go  by.  This  judgment  is  not  formed 
from  Mr.  Muller’s  account  of  the  voyage,  or  the  chart  pre- 
fixed to  his  book  ; but  from  Dr.  Campbell’s  account  of  it  in 
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■his  edition  of  Harris’s  Colle&ion  *,  and  a map  thereto  an-  . '77*. 

* September. 

nexed,  which  is  both  more  circumftantial  and  accurate  than  -v~~» 
that  of  Mr.  Muller. 

The  more  I was  convinced  of  my  being  now  upon  the 
coaft  of  Afia,  the  more  I was  at  a lofs  to  reconcile  Mr.  Stxh- 
lin’s  map  of  the  New  Northern  Archipelago  with  my  ob- 
fervations ; and  I had  no  way  to  account  for  the  great  dif- 
ference, but  by  fuppofing,  that  I had  miftaken  fome  part  of 
what  he  calls  the  Ifland  of  Alafchka  for  the  American  con- 
tinent, and  had  milled  the  channel  that  feparates  them.  Ad- 
mitting even  this,  there  would  Hill  have  been  a confiderable 
difference.  It  was  with  me  a matter  of  fome  confequcncc, 
to  clear  up  this  point  the  prefent  fcafon,  that  I might  have 
but  one  objetfl  in  view  the  next.  And,  as  thefe  Northern 
illcs  are  reprefented  by  him  as  abounding -with  wood,  I 
was  in  hopes,  if  I fliould  find  them,  of  getting  a fupply  of 
that  article,  which  we  now  began  to  be  in  great  want  of 
on  board. 

With  thefe  views,  I fleered  over  for  the  American  coaft  j 
and,  at  five  in  the  afternoon,  the  next  day,  faw  land  bear-  s«urJ»y  j. 
ing  South  three  quarters  Raft,  which  we  took  to  be  Ander- 
fon’s  Ifland,  or  fome  other  land  near  it,  and  therefore  did 
not  wait  to  examine  it.  On  the  6th,  at  four  in  the  morn-  Su«j*y6. 
ing,  we  got  fight  of  the  American  coaft  near  Sledge  Ifland ; 
and  at  fix,  the  fame  evening,  this  ifland  bore  North,  6*  Eaft, 
ten  leagues  diftant ; and  the  Eaftcrnmoft  land  in  fight 
North,  49*  Eaft.  If  any  part  of  what  I had  fuppofed  to  be. 

American  coaft,  could  poflibly  be  the  ifland  of  Alafchka, 
it  was  that  now  before  us ; and  in  that  cafe,  I mult  have 
miffed  the  channel  between  it  and  the  main,  by  fleering  to 

• Vol.  ii.  p.  1016,  &c, 
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« ,t77^„  the  Weft,  inftead  of  the  Eaft,  after  we  firft  fell  in  with  it.  I 

>— — — ■>  was  not,  therefore,  at  a lofs  where  to  go,  in  order  to  clear  up 
tlicfe  doubts. 

Monday  7.  At  eight  in  the  evening  of  the  7th,  we  had  got  clofe  in 
with  the  land,  Sledge  Ifland  bearing  North  85*  Weft,  eight 
or  nine  leagues  diftant ; and  the  Eaftcrn  part  of  the  coaft 
• North  75'  Eaft,  with  high  land  in  the  direiftion  of  Eaft  by 
North,  fecmingly  at  a great  diftance  beyond  the  point.  At 
this  time  we  faw  a light  ailiore  ; and  two  canoes,  filled  with 
people,  coming  oftf  toward  us.  I brought  to,  that  they  might 
have  time  to  come  up.  But  it  was  to  no  purpofe  ; for,  re- 
filling all  the  figns  of  friendlhip  we  could  exhibit,  they  kept 
at  the  diftance  of  a quarter  of  a mile;  fo  that  we  left  them, 
and  purfued  our  courfe  along  the  coaft. 

Twfdiy  s.  At  one  in  the  morning  of  the  8th,  finding  the  water  fhoal 
pretty  fall,  we  dropped  anchor  in  ten  fathoms,  where  we  lay 
until  day- light,  and  then  refumed  our  courfe  along  the  coaft, 
which  we  found  to  trend  Eaft,  and  Eaft  half  South.  At 
feven  in  the  evening,  we  were  abreaft  of  a point,  lying  in 
the  latitude  of  6+'  21',  and  in  the  longitude  of  197*;  beyond 
which  the  coaft  rakes  a more  Northerly  direction.  At  eight, 
this  point,  which  obtained  the  name  of  Cape  Darby,  bore 
South  6a*  Weft;  the  Northernmoft  land  in  fight.  North  32* 
Eaft;  and  the  ncareft  fhore  three  miles  diftant.  In  this  fi- 
tuation  we  anchored  in  thirteen  fathoms  water,  over  a muddy 
bottom. 

, iVcdacf.  9.  ' Next  morning,  at  day-break,  we  weighed,  and  failed 
along  the  coaft.  Two  illands,  as  we  fuppofed  them  to  be, 
were  at  that  time  feen ; the  one  bearing  South  70*  Eaft,  and 
the  other  Eaft.  Soon  after,  we  found  ourfelves  upon  a coaft 
covered  with  wood ; an  agreeable  fight,  to  which,  of  late, 
4 . we 
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wc  had  not  been  accuftomcd.  As  we  advanced  to  the  North,  . 'T?** 

September. 

we  railed  land  in  the  direction  of  North  Eaft  half  North  ; — v — -/ 

which  proved  to  be  a continuation  of  the  coaft  we  were 
upon.  We  alfo  faw  high  land  over  the  iflands,  fecmingly 
at  a good  di (lance  beyond  them.  This  was  thought  to  be 
the  continent,  and  the  other  land  the  Ifland  of  Alafchka. 

But  it  was  already  doubtful,  whether  we  fhould  find  a paf- 
fage  between  them  ; for  the  water  fhoaled  infenfibly  as  we 
advanced  farther  to  the  North.  In  this  firuation,  two  boats 
were  fent  to  found  before  the  fhips;  and  I ordered  the  Dif- 
covery  to  lead,  keeping  nearly  in  the  mid  channel,  between 
the  coaft  on  our  larboard,  and  the  Northcrnmoft  ifland  on 
our  (larboard.  Thus  we  proceeded  till  three  in  the  after- 
noon; when,  having  pafled  the  ifland,  we  had  not  more 
than  three  fathoms  and  an  half  of  water;  and  the  Refolu- 
tion,  at  one  time,  brought  the  mud  up  from  the  bottom. 

More  water  was  not  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  the  channel ; 
for,  with  the  (hips  and  boats,  we  had  tried  it  front  fide  to 
fide. 

I therefore  thought  it  high  time  to  return  ; cfpecially  as 
the  wind  was  in  fuch  a quarter,  that  we  mult  ply  back.  But 
what  I dreaded  mod  was  the  wind  increafing,  and  railing 
the  fea  into  waves,  fo  as  to  put  the  (hips  in  danger  of  (Ink- 
ing. At  this  time,  a head  land  on  the  Weft  fliore,  which  is 
diftinguiflted  by  the  name  of  Bald  Head,  bore  North  by  Weft, 
one  league  diftant.  The  coaft  beyond  it  extended  as  far  as 
North  Eaft  by  North,  where  it  feemed  to  end  in  a point ; be-: 
hind  which  the  coaft  of  the  high  land,  fecn  over  tlx;  iflands, 
ftretched  itfelf ; and  fome  thought  they  could  trace  where 
it  joined.  On  the  Weft  (ide  of  Bald  Head,  the  (bore  forms  a 
bay,  in  the  bottom  of  which  is  a low  beach,  where  we  faw 
a number  of  huts  or  habitations  of  the  natives. 
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1778  Having  continued  to  ply  back  all  night,  by  day-break  the 
■Vptc.Tibcr.  morning  we  had  got  into  fix  fathoms  water.  At  nine 
Thurrd»>  io.  0,(;j0Cj£>  being  about  a league  from  the  Weft  fhore,  I took 
two  boats,  and  landed,  attended  by  Mr.  King,  to  feek  wood 
and  water.  We  landed  where  the  coaft  projects  out  into  a 
bluff  head,  compofcd  of  perpendicular  Jlrata  of  a rock  of  a 
dark  blue  colour,  mixed  with  quartz  and  glimmer.  There 
joins  to  the  beach  a narrow  border  of  land,  now  covered 
with  long  grafs,  and  where  we  met  with  fome  angelica. 
Beyond  this,  the  ground  riles  abruptly.  At  the  top  of  this 
elevation,  we  found  a heath,  abounding  with  a variety  of 
berries ; and  further  on,  the  country  was  level,  and  thinly 
covered  with  fmall  fprucc  trees  ; and  birch  and  willows  no 
bigger  than  broom  fluff.  We  obferved  tracks  of  deer  and 
• foxes  on  the  beach ; on  which  alfo  lay  a great  quantity  of 
drift-wood ; and  there  was  no  want  of  frclh  water.  I re- 
turned on  board,  with  an  intention  to  bring  the  Ihips  to  an 
anchor  here ; but  the  wind  then  veering  to  North  Eaft, 
which  blew  rather  on  this  fhore,  I ftretched  over  to  the  op- 
pofitc  one,  in  the  expectation  of  finding  wood  there  alfo,  and 
anchored  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  under  the  South 
end  of  the  Northernmoft  iiland:  fo  we  then  fuppofed  it  to 
trid»y  11.  he ; but,  next  morning,  we  found  it  to  be  a peninfula,  unit- 
ed to  the  continent  by  a low  neck  of  land,  on  each  fide 
of  which  the  coaft  forms  a bay.  We  plied  into  the  South- 
ernmoft,  and  about  noon  anchored  in  five  fathoms  water, 
over  a bottom  of  mud;  the  point  of  the  peninfula,  which 
obtained  the  name  of  Cape  Denbigh,  bearing  North  68* 
IVefl,  three  miles  diftant. 

Several  people  were  feen  upon  the  peninfula ; and  one 
man  came  off  in  a fmall  canoe.  I gave  him  a knife,  and  a 
lew  beads,  with  which  he  feemed  well  pleafed.  Having 
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made  ftgns  to  him  to  bring  us  fomcthing  to  cat,  he  imme- 
diately left  us,  and  paddled  toward  the  fliorc.  But,  meet- 
ing another  man  coming  off,  who  happened  to  have  two 
dried  Salmon,  he  got  them  from  him  ; and  on  returning  to 
the  Ihip,  would  give  them  to  no  body  but  me.  Some  of  our 
people  thought  that  he  alked  for  me  under  the  name  of  Ca - 
plane-,  but  in  this  they  were  probably  miftaken.  He  knew 
who  had  given  him  the  knife  and  beads,  but  I do  not  fee 
how  he  could  know  that  I was  the  Captain.  Others  of  the 
natives,  foon  after,  came  off,  and  exchanged  a few  dry  fifli, 
for  fuch  trifles  as  they  could  get,  or  we  had  to  give  them. 
They  were,  mod  defirous  of  knives ; and  they  had  no  diflike 
to  tobacco. 

After  dinner,  Lieutenant  Gore  was  fent  to  the  peninfula. 
to  fee  if  wood  and  water  were  there  to  be  got ; or  rather 
water ; for  the  whole  beach  round  the  bay  feemed  to  be  co- 
vered with  drift-wood.  At  the  fame  time,  a boat  was  fent 
from  each  {hip,  to  found  round  the  bay;  and,  at  three  in 
the  afternoon,  the  wind  frefliening  at  North  Eaft,  we 
weighed,  in  order  to  work  farther  in.  But  it  was  foon 
found  to  be  impofftblc,  on  account  of  the  fhoals,  which  ex- 
tended quite  round  the  bay,  to  the  diftancc  of  two  or  three 
miles  from  the  fhore  ; as  the  officers,  who  had  been  fent  to 
found,  reported.  We,  therefore,  kept  Handing  off'  and  on 
with  the  {hips,  waiting  for  Mr.  Gore,  who  returned  about 
eight  o’clock,  with  the  launch  laden  with  wood. 

He  reported,  that  there  was  but  little  frcffi  water;  and 
that  wood  was  difficult  to  be  got  at,  by  reafon  of  the  boats 
grounding  at  fome  diftance  from  the  beach.  This  being  the 
cafe,  1 flood  back  to  the  other  fhore ; and,  at  eight  o’clock 
the  next  morning,  fent  all  the  boats,  and  a party  of  men, 
i with 
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■77s.  with  an  officer,  to  get  wood  from  the  place  where  I had 
■ landed  two  days  before.  We  continued,  for  a while,  to,  * 

(land  on  and  off  with  the  fhips ; but,  at  length,  came  to  an 
anchor  in  one-fourth  lefs  than  five  fathoms,  half  a league 
from  the  coaft,  the  South  point  of  which  bore  South  26* 
Weft;  and  Bald  Head,  North  60°  Eaft,  nine  leagues  diftant. 
Cape  Denbigh  bore  South  7a*  Eaft,  twenty-fix  miles  diftant; 
and  the  iihind  under  the  Eaft  fliore,  to  the  Southward  of  Cape 
Denbigh,  named  Bcjborough  IJlaiuJ , South  520  Eaft,  fifteen 
leagues  diftant. 

As  this  was  a very  open  road,  and  confequcntly  not  a fafe 
ftation,  I refolvcd  not  to  wait  to  complete  water,  as  that 
would  require  fome  time  ; but  only  to  fupply  the  fhips  with 
wood,  and  then  to  go  in  fearch  of  a more  convenient  place 
for  the  other  article.  We  took  off  the  drift-wood  that 
lay  upon  the  beach ; and  as  the  wind  blew  along  fhore,  the 
boats  could  fail  both  ways,  which  enabled  us  to  make  greac 
difpatch. 

In  the  afternoon,  I went  afhorc,  and  walked  a little  into 
the  country;  which,  where  there  was  no  wood,  was  covered 
with  heath  and  other  plants,  fome  of  which  produce  berries 
in  abundance.  All  the  berries  were  ripe  ; the  hurtle-berries 
too  much  fo^  and  hardly  a Angle  plant  was  in  flower.  The 
underwood,  fuch  as  birch,  willows,  and  alders,  rendered  it 
very  troublefomc  walking  amongft  the  trees,  which  were  all 
fpruce,  and  none  of  them  above  fix  or  eight  inches  in  dia- 
meter. But  we  found  fome  lying  upon  the  beach,  more 
than  twice  this  fize.  All  the  drift-wood  in  thefe  Northern 
parts  was  fir.  I faw  not  a flick  of  any  other  fort. 

Sunday  13.  Next  day,  a family  of  the  natives  came  near  to  the  place 
where  we  were  taking  off  wood.  I know  not  how  many 
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there  were  at  firft}  but  I faw  only  the  huihand,  the  wife,  and  '7"'- 

J oeptemaer, 

their  child ; and  a fourth  perfon  who  bore  the  human  lhape,  w — < 
and  that  was  all ; for  he  was  the  moll  deformed  cripple  I had 
ever  feen  or  heard  of.  The  other  man  was  almoft  blind  ; 
and  neither  he,  nor  his  wife,  were  fuch  good-looking  people 
as  we  had  fometimes  feen  amongfl  the  natives  of  this  coaft. 

The  under-lips  of  both  were  bored ; and  they  had  in  their 
polTcflion  fomc  fuch  glafs  beads  as  I had  met  with  before 
anaongft  their  neighbours.  But  iron  was  their  beloved  ar- 
ticle. For  four  knives,  which  we  had  made  out  of  an  old  . 
iron  hoop,  1 got  from  them  near  four  hundred  pounds 
weight  of  fiih,  which  they  had  caught  on  this  or  the  pre- 
ceding day.  Some  were  trout,  and  the  reft  were,  in  fize 
and  tafte,  fomewliat  between  a mullet  and  a herring.  I gave 
the  child,  who  was  a girl,  a few  beads  j on  which  the 
mother  burft  into  tears,  then  the  father,  then  the  cripple, 
and,  at  laft,  to  complete  the  concert,  the  girl  hcrfelf.  But 
this  mufic  continued  not  long  *.  Before  night,  we  had  got 

the 

• Captain  King  has  communicated  the  following  account  of  his  interview  with  the 
fame  family.  “ On  the  12th,  while  I attended  the  wooding  party,  a canoe  full  of 
natives  approached  us ; and,  beckoning  them  to  land,  an  elderly  man  and  woman 
came  on  fhorc.  1 gave  the  woman  a final!  knife,  making  her  understand,  that  I 
would  give  her  a much  larger  one  for  fomc  fifh.  She  made  figtw  to  me  to  follow  her, 

I had  proceeded  with  them  about  a mile,  when  the  man,  in  croffiitg  a (tony  beach, 
fell  down,  and  cut  his  foot  very  much.  This  made  me  Hop  j upon  which  the  wo- 
man pointed  to  the  man’s  eyes,  which,.  I obferved,  were  covered  with  a thick,  white 
film.  He  afterward  kept  clofc  to  his  wife,  who  apprized  him  of  the  ob/Lidcs  in  his 
way.  The  woman  had  a little  child  on  her  back,  covered  with  the  hood  of  her 
jacket : and  which  1 took  for  a bundle,  till  I heard  it  cry.  At  about  two  mile:  dif- 
tancewc  came  to  their  open  fkin  boat,  which  was  turned  on  its  fide,  the  convex  part 
toward  the  wind,  and  ferted  for  their  houfe.  I was  now  made  to  perform  a lingular 
operation  on  the  man’s  eyes.  Firft,  I was  directed  to  hold  my  breath  j afterward,  to 
breathe  on  the  difeafed  eyes  j and  next,  to  fpit  on  them.  The  woman  then  took  both 
my  hands,  and  prefling  them  to  his  fiomach,  held  them  there  for  fomc  time,  while  flic 
related  fomc  calamitous  hillory  of  her  family  ; pointing  fometimes  to  her  hufband, 
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September  l^e  ^'PS  amply  fupplied  with  wood  ; and  had  carried  on 
board  about  twelve  tons  of  water  to  each. 

Morula/  14.  On  the  14th,  a party  of  men  were  fent  on  fhore  to  cut 
brooms,  whicli  we  were  in  want  of,  and  the  branches  of 
fpruce- trees  for  brewing  beer.  Toward  noon,  every  body 
was  taken  on  board  ; for  the  wind,  frefficning,  had  raifed 
fuch  a furf  on  the  beach,  that  the  boats  could  not  continue 
to  land  without  great  difficulty.  Some  doubts  being  flill 
entertained,  whether  the  coaft  we  were  now  upon  be- 
longed to  an  illand,  or  the  American  continent;  and  the 
fhallownefs  of  the  water  putting  it  out  of  our  power  to  de- 
termine this  with  our  (hips,  I fent  Lieutenant  King,  with 
two  boats  under  his  command,  to  make  fnrh  fcarches  as 
might  leave  no  room  for  a variety  of  opinions  on  the  fub- 

TueHiy  15.  jeft  Next  day,  the  {hips  removed  over  to  the  bay,  which 

ia 


fornctimes  to  a frightful  cripple  belonging  to  the  family,  and  fometimes  to  her  child. 
I purchafed  all  the  fifh  they  had,  confifting  of  very  hoc  falmon,  falmon-trout,  and 
mullet ; which  were  delivered  moft  faithfully  to  the  man  I fent  for  them.  The  man 
was  about  five  feet  two  inches  high,  and  well  made ; his  colour,  of  a light  copper  j 
his  hair  black  and  fhort,  and  with  little  beard.  He  had  two  holes  in  his  under-lip, 
but  no  ornaments  in  them.  The  woman  was  fhort  and  fquat,  with  a plump  round 
face  j wore  a deer-flein  jacket  with  a large  hood  ; and  had  on  wide  hoots.  The  teeth 
of  both  were  black,  and  feemed  as  if  they  had  been  filed  down  level  with  the  gums. 
The  woman  was  punSurcd  from  the  lip  to  the  chin.’' 

* Captain  King  has  been  fb  good  as  to  communicate  his  inflru&ions  on  this  occa- 
fion,  and  the  particulars  of  the  fatigue  he  underwent,  in  carrying  them  into  execution : 
« You  are  to  proceed  to  the  Northward  as  far  as  the  extreme  point  we  faw  on 
Wcdncfday  laft,  or  a little  further,  if  you  think  it  neccflary  ; land  there,  and  cn- 

* dcavour,  from  the  heights,  to  difeover  whether  the  land  you  arc  then  upon,  fup- 
« pofed  to  be  the  ifland  of  Aiafchka,  is  really  an  ifland,  or  joins  to  the  land  on  the 
•*  F.aft,  fuppofed  to  be  the  continent  of  America.  If  the  former,  you  are  to  fatisfy 
« yourfelf  with  the  depth  of  water  in  the  channel  between  them,  and  which  way  the 
“ flood-tide  comes.  But  if  you  find  the  two  lands  conne&cd,  lofc  no  time  infound- 

* ing  ; but  make  the  beft  of  your  way  back  to  the  fhip,  which  you  will  find  at  anchor 
« near  the  point  of  land  wc  anchored  under  on  Friday  laft.  If  you  perceive  any  likeli- 
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is  on  the  South  Eaft  •fide  of  Cape  Denbigh,  where  wc  an-  „ *77»- 

t , fr  September. 

chored  in  the  afternoon.  Soon  after,  a few  of  the  natives  >. — -v — ■> 
came  off  in  their  fmall  canoes,  and  bartered  feme  dried  fal- 
mon  for  fuch  trifles  as  our  people  had  to  give  them. 


“ hood  of  a change  of  weather  for  the  worfc,  you  are,  in  that  cafe,  to  return  to  the 
“ (hip,  although  you  have  not  performed  the  fervice  you  arc  fent  upon.  And,  at  any 
“ rate,  you  arc  not  to  remain  longer  upon  il  than  four  or  five  days  j but  the  fooner 
“ it  is  done  the  better.  If  any  unforefeen,  or  unavoidable  accident,  fhould  force  the 
((  (hips  off  the  coaft,  fo  that  they  cannot  return  at  a rcafonable  time,  the  rendezvous 
“ is  at  the  harbour  of  Samgauoodha ; that  is,  the  place  where  we  laft  completed  our 
“ water/' 

“JAMES  COO  K." 

“ To  Lirulenant  King.” 

“ Our  cutter  being  hoifted  out,  and  the  ftgnal  made  for  the  Difcovery'*,  at  eight  at 
night,  on  the  1 4th,  wc  let  out.  It  was  a little  unlucky,  that  tho  boats  crews  had  been  much 
fatigued  during  the  whole  day  in  bringing  things  from  the  fhore.  They  pulled  flout)  y, 
without  reft  or  intermiffion,  toward  the  land,  till  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
15th.  I wanted  much  to  have  got  clofe  to  it,  to  have  had  the  advantage  of  the  wind, 
which  had  very  regularly,  in  the  evening,  blown  from  the  land,  and  in  the  day-time 
down  the  Sound,  from  the  North  North  Eaft,  and  was  contrary  to  our  courfe ; but 
the  men  were,  at  this  time,  too  much  fatigued  to  prefs  them  farther.  We,  therefore, 
fet  our  fails,  and  flood  acrofs  the  bay,  which  the  coaft  forms  to  the  Weft  of  Baldhead, 
and  fleered  for  it.  But,  as  1 expe&ed,  by  three  o'clock,  the  wind  headed  us ; and, 
as  it  was  in  vain  to  endeavour  to  fetch  Baldhead  with  our  fails,  we  again  took  to  the 
oars.  The  Difcovery’s  boat  (being  a heavy  king's-built  cutter,  while  ours  was  one 
from  Deal)  had,  in  the  night-time,  detained  us  very  much,  and  now  we  foon  pulled 
out  of  fight  of  her  ; nor  would  I wait,  being  in  great  hopes  to  reach  the  extreme 
point  that  was  in  fight,  time  enough  to  afeend  the  heights  before  dark,  as  the  weather 
was  at  this  time  remarkably  clear  and  fine ; and  we  could  fee  to  a great  dillance.  By 
two  o’clock  we  had  got  within  two  miles  of  Baldhead,  under  the  lec  of  the  high 
land,  and  in  finooth  water  ; but,  at  the  moment  our  object  was  nearly  attained, 
all  the  men,  but  two,  were  fo  overcome  with  fatigue  and  fleep,  that  my  utmoft 
endeavours  to  make  them  put  on  were  ineffectual.  They,  at  length,  dropped 
their  oars,  quite  exhauflcd,  and  fell  afleep  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat.  Indeed,  confi- 
dering  that  they  had  fet  out  fatigued,  and  had  now  been  fixteen  hours,  out  of  the 
eighteen  fmcc  they  left  the  ftlip,  pulling  in  a poppling  fea,  it  was  no  wonder  that 
their  ffrength  and  fpirits  fhould  be  worn  out  for  want  of  fleep  and  rcfreJhments.  The 
two  gentlemen,  who  were  with  me,  and  mvfclf,  were  now  obliged  to  lay  hold  of  the 
oars  j and,  by  a little  after  three,  we  landed  between  the  Baldhead  and  a projecting 
point  to  the  Eaft  ward.” 
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At  day-break,  oil  the  16th,  nine  men,  each  in  his  canoe, 
paid  us  a vifit.  They  approached  the  fliip  with  fome  cau- 
tion ; and  evidently  cantc  with  no  other  view  than  to  gra- 
tify their  curiofity.  They  drew  up  abroad  of  each  other, 
under  our  Hern,  and  gave  us  a.fong;  while  one  of  their 
number  beat  upon  a kind  of  drum,  and  another  made  a 
thoufand  antic  motions  with  his  hands  and  body.  There 
was,  however,  nothing  favage,  either  in  the  fong,  or  in  the 
gedures  that  accompanied  it.  None  of  us  could  perceive 
any  difference  between  thefe  people,  either  as  to  their  fize 
or  features,  and  thofe  whom  we  had  met  with  on  every 
other  part  of  the  coafl,  King  George’s  Sound  excepted.  Their 
clothing,  which  confided  principally  of  decr-fkins,  was  made 
after  the  fame  fafhion ; and  they  obferved  the  cudom  of 
boring  their  under- lips,  and  fixing  ornaments  to  them. 

The  dwellings  of  thefe  people  were  feated  clofe  to  the 
beach.  They  confid  fimply  of  a doping  roof,  without  any 
fide-walls,  compofed  of  logs,  and  covered  with  grafs  and 
earth.  The  door  is  alfo  laid  with  logs ; the  entrance  is  at 
one  end  ; the  fire-place  jud  within  it  t and  a fmall  hole  is 
made  near  the  door  to  let  out  the  fmoke. 

After  breakfad,  a party  of  men  were  fent  to  the  pcninfula 
for  brooms  and  fprucc.  At  the  fame  time,  half  the  re- 
mainder of  the  people  in  each  fhip  had  leave  to  go  and 
pick  berries.  Thefe  returned  on  board  at  noon,  when  the 
other  half  went  on  the  fame  errand.  The  berries  to  be  got 
here  were  wild  currant-berries,  hurtle-berries,  partridge- 
berries,  and  heath-berries.  I alfo  went  afhore  rayfelf, 
and  walked  over  part  of  the  pcninfula.  In  feveral  places 
there  was  very  good  grafs } and  I hardly  faw  a fpot,  on 
which  fome  vegetable  was  not  growing.  The  low  land 

which 
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which  connects  this  pcninfula  with  the  continent,  is  full  of  Scp'£’®^.r 
narrow  creeks ; and  abounds  with  ponds  of  water,  fome  of  < — . — ■* 
which  were  already  frozen  over.  There  were  a great  many 
geefc  and  buftards ; but  fo  fliy,  that  it  was  not  podible  to 
get  within  mufket-fhot  of  them.  We  alfo  met  with  fome 
fnipes ; and  on  the  high  ground  were  partridges  of  two 
forts.  Where  there  was  any  wood,  mufquitoes  were  in 
plenty.  Some  of  the  officers,  who  travelled  farther  than  I 
did,  met  with  a few  of  the  natives  of  both  fexes,  who  treated 
them  with  civility. 

It  appeared  to  me,  that  this  pcninfula  mull  have  been  an 
ifland  in  remote  times ; for  there  were  marks  of  the  fea 
having  flowed  over  the  ifthmus.  And,  even  now,  it  ap- 
peared to  be  kept  out  by  a bank  of  fand,  ftoncs,  and  wood 
thrown  up  by  the  waves.  By  this  bank  it  was  evident,  that 
the  land  was  here  encroaching  upon  the  fea,  and  it  was  eafy 
to  trace  its  gradual  formation. 

About  feven  in  the  evening,  Mr.  King  returned  from  his 
expedition ; and  reported,  that  he  proceeded  with  the  boats 
about  three  or  four  leagues  farther  than  the  Ihips  had  been 
able  to  go;  that  he  then  landed  on  the  Weft  fide;  that,  from 
the  heights,  he  could  fee  the  two  coafts  join,  and  the  inlet  to 
terminate  in  a fmall  river  or  creek,  before  which  were  banks 
of  fand  or  mud;  and  everywhere  fhoal  water.  The  land 
too,  was  low  and  fwampy  for  fome  diftance  to  the  North- 
ward ; then  it  fwelled  into  hills ; and  the  complete  jun&ion 
of  thofe,  on  each  fide  of  the  inlet,  was  eafily  traced. 

From  the  elevated  fpot  on  which  Mr.  King  furveyed  the 
Sound,  he  could  diftinguifh  many  extenfive  vallies,  with  rivers 
running  through  them,  well  wooded,  and  bounded  by  hills 
of  a gentle  alcent  and  moderate  height.  One  of  thefe  rivers 
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to  tlte  North  Weft  appeared  to  be  confiderablc ; and,  .frptst 
its  diredlion,  he  was  inclined  to  think,  that  it  emptied  it- 
felf  into  the  lea  at  the  head  of  the  bay.  Some  of  his  people, 
who  penetrated  beyond  this  into  the  country,  found  the 
trees  larger,  the  farther  they  advanced. 

In  honour  of  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  *,  Speaker  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  and  Mr.  King's  near  relation,  I named  this 
inlet  Norton's  Sound.  It  extends  to  the  Northward  as  far  as 
latitude  of  64*  55'.  The  bay,  in  which  we  were  now  at  an- 
chor, lies  on  the  South  Eaft  fide  of  it ; and  is  called  by  the 
natives  Cbacktoole.  It  is  but  an  indifferent  Ration  ; being  ex- 
pofed  to  the  South  and  South  Weft  winds.  Nor  is  there  a 
harbour  in  all  this  Sound.  But  we  were  fo  fortunate  as  to 
have  the  wind  from  the  North  and  North  Eaft  all  the  time, 
with  remarkable  fine  weather.  This  gave  us  an  opportu- 
nity to  make  no  lefs  than  feventy-feven  fets  of  lunar  ob» 
fervations,  between  the  6th  and  17th  inclufive.  The  mean 
refult  of  thefe  made  the  longitude  of  the  anchoring-place, 
on  the  Weft  fide  of  the  Sound,  to  be  - 197°  13' 

Latitude  - - - - 64”  31' 

Variation  of  the  compafs  - - 2 3*  43'  Eaft. 

Dip  of  the  needle  - - - 76°  25' 


Of  the  tides  it  was  obferved,  that  the  night-flood  rofe 
about  two  or  three  feet,  and  that  the  day-flood  was  hardly 
perceivable. 

Having  now  fully  fatisfied  myfelf,  that  Mr.  Sttehlin’s  map 
muft  be  erroneous  ; and,  having  reftored  the  American  con- 
tinent to  that  fpace  which  he  had  occupied  with  his  ima- 
ginary ifland  of  Alafchka,  it  was  high  time  to  think  of 
leaving  thefe  Northern  regions,  and  to  retire  to  fome  place 


• Now  Lord  Grantiey. 
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efiaring  the  winter,  where  I might  procure  refrelhments  for 
my  people,  and  a fmall  fupply  of  provifions.  Petropau-  < — -v — < 
lowfka,  or  the  harbour  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  in  Kamtf- 
chatka,  did  not  appear  likely  to  furnifli  either  the  one  or  the 
other,  for  fo  large  a number  of  men.  I had,  befidcs,  other 
reafons  for  not  repairing  thither  at  this  time.  The  firft,  and 
on  which  all  the  others  depended,  was  the  great  diflike  I had 
to  lie  inadlive  for  fix  or  feven  months ; which  would  have 
been  the  neceflary  confequence  of  wintering  in  any  of  thefe 
Northern  parts.  No  place  was  fo  conveniently  within  our 
reach,  where  we  could  expedt  to  have  our  wants  relieved,  as- 
the  Sandwich  Iflands.  To  them,  therefore,  I determined  to 
proceed.  But  before  this  could  be  carried  into  execution,  a 
fupply  of  water  was  neceflary.  With  this  view,  I refolved 
to  fcarch  the  American  coaft  for  a harbour,  By  proceeding 
along  it  to  the  Southward,  and  thus  endeavour  to  connedt 
the  furveyofthis  part  of  it,  with  that  lying  immediately  to 
the  North  of  Cape  Newenham.  If  I failed  in  finding  a har- 
bour there,  my  plan  was  then  to  proceed  to  Samganoodha,. 
which  was  fixed  upon  as  our  place  of  rendezvous,  in  cafe  op 
fcparation. 
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CHAP.  XI. 


Difaveries  after  leaving  Norton  Sound. — Stuart  s Ifand. 
— Cape  Stephens. — Point  Shallow-lVater. — Shoals  on 
the  American  Coafl. — Cleric's  Ifand. — Gore's  Ifand. — 
Pinnacle  Ifand. — Arrival  at  Oonalafoka. — Intercourfe 
iv ith  the  Natives  and  Ruffian  Traders. — Charts  of  the 
Ruff  an  Difcoveries,  communicated  by  Mr.  Iftnyloff. — 
Their  Errors  pointed  out. — Situation  of  the  Ijlands  vifit- 
ed  by  the  Ruffians. — Account  of  their  Settlement  at  Oona- 
laf'ka. — Of  the  Natives  of  the  Ifand. — Their  Perfons. 
— Drefs. — Ornaments. — Food. — Houfes  and  domefic 
Utenfls. — ManufaElures. — Manner  of  producing  Fire. 
—Canoes. — Fifing  and  Hunting  Implements . — Fifhes, 
and  Sea  Animals. — Sea  and  Water  Fowls , and  Land 
Birds. — Land  Animals , and  Vegetables. — Manner  of 
burying  the  Dead. — Refemblahce  of  the  Natives  on  this 
Side  of  America  to  the  Greenlanders  and  Efquimaux  — 
Tides. — Obfervations  for  determining  the  Longitude  of 
Oonalajhka. 


September  T T AVI  N G weighed,  on  the  17th  in  the  morning,  with 

* li  a light  breeze  at  Eail,  we  ltecred  to  the  Southward, 

rwi~iyi7.  an(j  attempted  to  pafs  within  Beiborough  111  and ; but,  though 
it  lies  fix  or  feven  miles  from  the  continent,  were  prevented, 
by  meeting  with  (hoal  water.  As  we  had  but  little  wind  all 
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the  day,  it  was  dark  before  we  palled  the  illand ; and  the  te?',^8ber 
night  was  fpent  under  an  eafy  fail.  . « 

We  refumed  our  courfe,  at  day-break  on  the  18th,  along  Fnd»yi*. 
the  coaft.  At  noon,  we  had  no  more  than  five  fathoms  wa- 
ter. At  this  time  the  latitude  was  63*  37'.  Bclborough  Illand 
now  bore  North  43*  Eaft  j the  Southernmoft  land  in  fight, 
which  proved  alfo  to  be  an  illand,  South  66°  Weft ; the  paf- 
fage  between  it  and  the  main,  South  40°  Well}  and  the  near- 
ell  land  about  two  miles  diilant.  I continued  to  lleer  for  this 
paffage,  until  the  boats,  which  were  ahead,  made  the  fignal 
for  having  no  more  than  three  fathoms  water.  On  this  we 
hauled  without  the  illand ; and  made  the  fignal  for  the  Re- 
folution’s  boat  to  keep  between  the  Ihips  and  the  Ihore. 

This  illand,  which  obtained  the  name  of  Stuart's  IJland, 
lies  in  the  latitude  of  63*  35',  and  feventeen  leagues  from 
Cape  Denbigh,  in  the  direction  of  South  27”  Well.  It  is  fir 
or  feven  leagues  in  circuit.  Some  parts  of  it  arc  of  a 
middling  height;  but,  in  general,  it  is  low;  with  fome 
rocks  lying  off  the  Weftcm  part.  The  coall  of  the  continent 
is,  for  the  moll  part,  low  land ; but  we  faw  high  land  up 
the  country.  It  forms  a point,  oppolite  the  illand,  which 
was  named  Cape  Stephens,  and  lies  in  latitude  61°$$',  and  in 
longitude  197*  41'.  Some  drift-wood  was  feen  upon  the 
fliorcs,  both  of  the  illand  and  of  the  continent;  but  not  a 
tree  was  perceived  growing  upon  either.  One  might  an- 
chor, upon  occafion,  between  the  North  Eall  fide  of  this 
illand  and  the  continent,  in  a depth  of  five  fathoms,  fhcl- 
tcred  from  Wefterly,  Southerly,  and  Eallerly  winds.  But 
this  llation  would  be  wholly  expofed  to  the  Northerly  winds, 
the  land,  in  that  direction,  being  at  too  great  a dillancc  to 
alFord  any  lecurity.  Before  we  reached  Stuart’s  Illand,  we 
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>778-  palled  two  fmall  iflands,  lying  between  us  and  the  main  j and 
JL. — ■>  as  wc  ranged  along  the  coaft,  fcveral  people  appeared  upon 
the  fliore,  and,  by  Cgns,  feeroed  to  invite  us  to  approach 
them. 

As  foon  as  wc  were  without  the  ifland,  we  fleered  South  by 
Weft,  for  the  Southemmoft  point  of  the  continent  in  light, 
till  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  when,  having  fhoalcd  the 
water  from  fix  fathoms  to  lefs  than  four,  I tacked,  and  flood 
to  the  Northward,  into  five  fathums.and  then  fpent  the  night 
lying  off  and  on.  At  the  time  we  tacked,  the  Southernmoft 
point  of  land,  the  fame  which  is  mentioned  above,  and  was 
named  Point  Shallow-Water,  bore  South  half  Eaft,  feven  leagues 
diftant. 

We  refumed  our  courfe  to  the  Southward  at  day-break 
Sat«id>y  19.  next  morning ; but  flioal  water  obliged  us  to  haul  more  to 
the  Wcftward.  At  length,  we  got  fo  far  advanced  upon  the 
bank,  that  wc  could  not  hold  a North  North  Weft  courfe, 
meeting  fometimes  with  only  four  fathoms.  The  wind 
blowing  frefh  at  Eaft  North  Eaft,  it  was  high  time  to  look 
for  deep  water,  and  to  quit  a coaft,  upon  which  we  could  no 
longer  navigate  with  any  degree  of  fafety.  I therefore 
hauled  the  wind  to  the  Northward,  and  gradually  deepened 
the  water  to  eight  fathoms.  At  the  time  we  hauled  the  wind, 
wc  were  at  leaft  twelve  leagues  from  the  continent,  and  nine 
to  the  Weftward  of  Stuart’s  Ifland.  No  land  was  fecn  to  the 
Southward  of  Point  Shallow-Water,  which  I judge  to  lie  in 
the  latitude  of  63*.  So  that  between  this  latitude,  and  Shoal 
Nefs,  in  latitude  60°,  the  coaft  is  entirely  unexplored.  Pro- 
bably, it  is  accefliblc  only  to  boats,  or  very  fmall  veflels } 
or,  at  leaft,  if  there  be  channels  for  larger  veflels,  it  would 
require  fomc  time  to  find  them  ; and  I am  of  opinion,  that 
1 they 


Digitize 


THE  PACIFIC  OCEAN. 


491 


they  mull  be  looked  for  near  the  coaft.  From  the  mad  head,  . >77*. 

5cp  tcu  bcr  ■ 

the  fea  within  us  appeared  to  be  chequered  with  lhoals  5 the  « » > 

water  was  very  much  difcoloured  and  muddy ; and  consider- 
ably frclhcr  than  at  any  of  the  places  where  wc  had  lately 
anchored.  From  this  I inferred,  that  a confiderable  river 
runs  into  the  fea,  in  this  unknown  part. 

As  foon  as  we  got  into  eight  fathoms  water,  I fleered  to 
the  Weftward,  and  afterward  more  Southerly,  for  the  land 
difeovered  on  the  5th,  which,  at  noon  the  next  day,  bore  Sunday =0. 
South  Weft  by  Weft,  ten  or  eleven  leagues  diftant.  At  this 
time,  wc  had  a frelh  gale  at  North,  with  fhowers  of  hail  and 
fnow  at  intervals,  and  a pretty  high  fea;  fo  that  we  got  clear 
of  the  fhoals  but  juft  in  time.  As  I now  found  that  the 
land  before  us  lay  too  far  to  the  Weftward  to  be  Anderfon's 
Illand,  I named  it  Clcrke's  IJland.  It  lies  in  the  latitude  of 
63*  1 5',  and  in  the  longitude  of  190*  30'.  It  feemed  to  be  a 
pretty  large  illand,  in  which  are  four  or  more  hills,  all  con- 
nected by  low  ground  ; fo  that,  at  a diftancc,  it  looks  like  a 
group  of  iflands.  Near  its  Eaft  part  lies  a fmall  illand  re- 
markable by  having  upon  it  three  elevated  rocks.  Not  only 
the  greater  illand,  but  this  fmall  fpot  was  inhabited'. 

We  got  up  to  the  Northern  point  of  Clerke’s  Illand  about 
fix  o'clock,  and  having  ranged  along  its  coaft  till  dark, 
brought  to  during  the  night.  At  day-break,  next  morning,  we  Mood*;  >1. 
flood  in  again  for  the  coaft,  and  continued  to  range  along  it, 
in  fcarch  of  a harbour,  till  noon;  when,  feeing  no  likeli- 
hood of  fuccccding,  I left  it,  and  fleered  South  South  Well, 
for  the  land  which  we  had  difeovered  on  the  29th  of  July ; 
having  a frefh  gale  at  North,  with  fliowers  of  fleet  and 
fnow.  I remarked,  that  as  foon  as  we  opened  the  channel 
which  feparates  the  two  continents,  cloudy  weather,  with 
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Srp-tmber  ^now  lowers  immediately  commenced  ; whereas,  all  the 

v -n — 1 time  that  we  were  in  Norton  Sound,  we  had,  with  the 
fame  wind,  clear  weather.  Might  not  this  be  occafioned  by 
the  mountains  to  the  North  of  that  place  attra<5ling  the  va- 
pours, and  hindering  them  to  proceed  any  farther ! 

wr,i,,er. »j.  At  day- break  in  the  morning  of  the  23d,  the  land  above 
mentioned  appeared  in  fight,  bearing  South  Weft,  fix  or 
feven  leagues  diftant.  From  this  point  of  view,  it  refcmbled 
a group  of  iflands ; but  it  proved  to  be  but  one,  of  thirty 
miles  in  extent,  in  the  dire&ion  of  North  Weft  and  South 
Eaft ; the  South  Eaft  end  being  Cape  Upright,  already  taken 
notice  of.  The  ifland  is  but  narrow;  efpecially  at  the  low 
necks  of  land  that  connect  the  hills.  I afterward  found, 
that  it  was  wholly  unknown  to  the  Kuilians  ; and  therefore 
confidering  it  as  a difeovery  of  our  own,  I named  it  Gore's 
ijland.  It  appeared  to  be  barren,  and  without  inhabitants  ; 
at  lead  we  faw  none.  Nor  did  we  fee  fo  many  birds  about  it, 
as  when  we  firft  difeovered  it.  But  we  faw  fome  fea-otters ; 
an  animal  w'hich  we  had  not  met  with  to  the  North  of  this 
latitude.  Four  leagues  from  Cape  Upright,  in  the  direction 
of  South,  72'  Weft,  lies  a fmall  ifland,  whofe  elevated  fum- 
mit  terminates  in  fevcral  pinnacle  rocks.  On  this  account  * 
it  was  named  Pinnacle  Ijland.  At  two  in  the  afternoon,  after 
palling  Cape  Upright,  I fleered  South  Eaft  by  South,  for 
Samganoodha,  with  a gentle  breeze  at  North  North  Weft, 
being  refolved  to  fpend  no  more  time  in  fearching  for  a har- 
bour amongft  illands,  which  I now  began  to  fufpeft  had  no 
exiftcnce ; at  leaft,  not  in  the  latitude  and  longitude  where 
modern  map  makers  have  thought  proper  to  place  them. 

In  the  evening  of  the  24th,  the  wind  veered  to  South  Weft 
and  South,  and  increafed  to  a frelh  gale. 

We 
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We  continued  to  flretch  to  the  Eaftward,  till  eight  o’clock  . '77*. 

. . 0 Septembtt. 

in  the  morning  of  the  85th,  when,  in  the  latitude  of  58°  32',  . — . > 

and  in  the  longitude  of  191*  10',  we  tacked  and  flood  to  the  frldayl>‘ 
Weft  ; and  foon  after,  the  gale  increaftng,  we  were  reduced 
to  two  courfes,  and  clofe-reefed  main  top-fails.  Not  long 
after,  the  Rcfolution  fprung  a leak,  under  the  ftarboard 
buttock,  which  filled  the  fpirit-room  with  water,  before  it 
was  difcovered ; and  it  was  fo  confiderable  as  to  keep  one 
pump  conflantly  employed.  We  durft  not  put  the  Chip 
upon  the  other  tack,  for  fear  of  getting  upon  the  flioals 
that  lie  to  the  North  Weft  of  Cape  Newenham ; but  conti- 
nued Handing  to  the  Weft,  till  fix  in  the  evening  of  the  aCth,  Saturday  ,e 
when  we  wore  and  flood  to  the  Eaftward  ; and  then  the  leak 
no  longer  troubled  us.  This  proved,  that  it  was  above  the 
water  line  1 which  was  no  fmall  fatisfadlion.  The  gale  was 
now  over ; but  the  wind  remained  at  South  and  South  Weft 
for  fomc  days  longer. 

At  length,  on  the  2d  of  Otftober,  at  day-break,  we  faw  oaoW. 
the  ifland  of  Oonalafhka,  bearing  South  Eaft.  But  as  this  Fr"J"y  *’ 
was  to  us  a new  point  of  view,  and  the  land  was  obfeured 
by  a thick  haze,  we  were  not  furc  of  our  fituation  till  noon, 
when  the  obferved  latitude  determined  it.  As  all  harbours 
were  alike  to  me,  provided  they  were  equally  fafe  and  con- 
venient, I hauled  into  a bay,  that  lies  ten  miles  to  the  Weft- 
ward  of  Samganoodha,  known  by  the  name  of  Egoochjbac-, 
but  we  found  very  deep  water  ; fo  that  we  were  glad  to  get 
out  again.  The  natives,  many  of  whom  lived  here,  vifited 
us  at  different  times,  bringing  with  them  dried  falmon,  and 
other  fifh,  which  they  exchanged  with  the  feamen  for  to- 
bacco. But  a few  days  before,  every  ounce  of  tobacco  that 
was  in  the  fhip  had  been  diftributed  among  them  ; and  the 

intity  was  not  half  fufficicnt  to  anfwcr  their  demands. 
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ofloiwr  Notwithftanding  this,  fo  improvident  a creature  is  an  Eng- 

< — , — > lifh  failor,  that  they  were  as  profufe  in  making  their  bar- 
gains, as  if  we  had  now  arrived  at  a port  in  Virginia;  by 
which  means,  in  lefs  than  eight  and  forty  hours,  the  value 
of  this  article  of  barter  was  lowered  above  a thoufand 
f*r  cent. 

Satuidiy  j.  At  °ne  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  3d,  we  anchored 
in  Samganoodha  Harbour ; and  the  next  morning,  the  car- 
penters of  both  Chips  were  fet  to  work  to  rip  off  the  Cheath- 
ing  of  and  under  the  wale,  on  the  ftarboard  fide  abaft. 
Many  of  the  Teams  were  found  quite  open  ; fo  that  it  was 
no  wonder  that  fo  much  water  had  found  its  way  into  the 
Chip.  While  we  lay  here,  we  cleared  the  fifh  and  fpirit 
rooms,  and  the  after-hold;  difpofing  things  in  fuch  a man- 
ner, that  in  cafe  we  Chould  happen  to  have  any  more  leaks 
of  the  fame  nature,  the  water  might  find  its  way  to  the 
pumps.  And  befides  this  work,  and  completing  our  water, 
we  cleared  the  fore-hold  to  the  very  bottom,  and  took  in  a 
quantity  of  ballaft. 

The  vegetables  which  we  had  met  with,  when  we  were 
here  before,  were  now  moflly  in  a ftate  of  decay  ; fo  that 
we  were  but  little  benefited  by  the  great  quantities  of  ber- 
ries every  where  found  aChore.  In  order  to  avail  ourfclvcs 
as  much  as  pofliblc  of  this  ufeful  rcfrefhment,  one  third 
of  the  people,  by  turns,  had  leave  to  go  and  pick  them. 
Confiderable  quantities  of  them  were  alfo  procured  from  the 
natives.  If  there  were  any  feeds  of  the  l'curvy,  in  cither 
Chip,  thefe  berries,  and  the  ufe  of  fpruce  beer,  which 
they  had  to  drink  every  other  day,  effedually  eradicated 
them. 
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We  alfo  got  plenty  of  fifh ; at  firft,  moftly  falmon,  both 

frelh  and  dried,  which  the  natives  brought  us.  Some  of  1 — > ' 

the  frelh  falmon  was  in  high  perfection  ; but  there  was  one 
fort,  which  we  called  hook-nofed,  from  the  figure  of  its 
head,  that  was  but  indifferent.  We  drew  the  feine  feveral 
times,  at  the  head  of  the  bay ; and  caught  a good  many 
falmon  trout,  and  once  a halibut  that  weighed  two  hundred 
and  fifty-four  pounds.  The  filhery  failing,  we  had  rccourfc 
to  hooks  and  lines.  A boat  was  fent  out  every  morning » 
and  feldom  returned  without  eight  or  ten  halibut ; which 
was  more  than  fufficient  to  ferve  all  our  people.  The  ha- 
libut were  excellent,  and  there  were  few  who  did  not  prefer 
them  to  falmon.  Thus  we  not  only  procured  a fupply  of  fifli 
for  prefent  confuraption,  but  had  fome  to  carry  with  us  to  fca. 

This  enabled  us  to  make  a confiderable  faving  of  our  pro- 
vifions,  which  was  an  objeCt  of  no  fmall  importance. 

On  the  8th,  I received  by  the  hands  of  an  Oonalafhka  TJ>urra»?*. 
man,  named  Derramoufhk,  a very  Angular  prefent,  con- 
fidering  the  place.  It  was  a rye  loaf,  or  rather  a pye  made 
in  the  form  of  a loaf,  for  it  inclofed  fome  falmon,  highly 
feafoned  with  pepper.  This  man  had  the  like  prefent  for 
Captain  Clerke,  and  a note  for  each  of  us,  written  in  a cha- 
ratflcr  which  none  of  us  could  read.  It  was  natural  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  this  prefent  was  from  fome  Ruffians  now  in  our 
neighbourhood  ; and  therefore  we  fent,  by  the  fame  hand, 
to  thefe  our  unknown  friends,  a few  bottles  of  rum,  wine, 
and  porter  s which  we  thought  would  be  as  acceptable  as 
any  thing  we  had  bcfidcs ; and  we  foon  knew,  that  in  this 
we  had  not  been  millakcn.  I alfo  fent  along  with  Derra- 
mouQik,  Corporal  Lediard  of  the  marines,  an  intelligent 
man,  in  order  to  gain  fome  farther  information,  with  or- 
ders, that  if  he  met  with  any  Ruffians,  he  fliould  endeavour 

to 
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o'lobir  t0  ma^e  l^em  underftand,  that  we  were  Englifh,  the  friends 

< — » — * and  allies  of  their  nation. 

Saturday  10.  On  the  10th,  Lediard  returned  with  three  Ruffian  feamen, 
pr  furriers ; who,  with  fomc  others,  refided  at  Egoochfliac, 
where  they  had  a dwelling-houfc,  fome  ftore-houfes,  and  a 
floop  of  about  thirty  tons  burthen.  One  of  thefe  men  was 
either  Mailer  or  Mate  of  this  vcflel ; another  of  them  wrote 
a very  good  hand,  and  underftood  figures  ; and  they  were 
all  three  well  behaved  intelligent  men,  and  very  ready  to 
give  me  all  the  information  I could  dcfirc.  But  for  want  of 
an  interpreter,  we  had  fome  difficulty  to  underlland  each 
other.  They  appeared  to  have  a thorough  knowledge  of 
the  attempts  that  had  been  made  by  their  countrymen  to 
navigate  the  Frozen  Ocean,  and  of  the  difeoveries  which 
had  been  made  from  Kamtfchatka,  by  Bccring,  TfcherikofF, 
and  Spangcnberg.  But  they  feemed  to  know  no  more  of 
Lieutenant  Syndo*,  or  Synd,  than  his  name.  Nor  had  they 
the  lead  idea  what  part  of  the  world  Mr.  Stsrhlin’s  map  re- 
ferred to,  when  it  was  laid  before  them.  When  I pointed 
out  Kamtfchatka,  and  fome  other  known  places,  upon  that 
map,  they  alked,  whether  I had  feen  the  illands  there  laid 
down  ; and  on  my  anfwering  in  the  negative,  one  of  them 
put  his  finger  upon  a part  of  this  map,  where  a number  of 
illands  are  reprefented,  and  faid,  that  he  had  cruifed  there 
for  land,  but  never  could  find  any.  I then  laid  before  them 
my  own  chart ; and  found  that  they  were  llrangers  to  every 
part  of  the  American  coalt,  except  what  lies  oppofite  this 
illand.  One  of  thefe  men  faid,  that  he  had  been  with  Beer- 
ing, in  his  American  voyage  ; but  mull  then  have  been  very 


• See  the  little  tint  is  known  of  Synd's  voyage,  accompanied  with  a chart,  in  Mr. 
Coxc’s  Ruiiian  Difeoveries,  p.  3C3. 
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young,  for  he  had  not  now,  at  the  diflance  of  thirty-fever* 
years,  the  appearance  of  being  aged.  Never  was  there  <-  — — • 
greater  refpetft  paid  to  the  memory  of  any  diftinguilhed 
perfon,  than  by  thefe  men  to  that  of  Beering.  The  trade 
in  which  they  are  engaged  is  very  beneficial ; and  its  being 
undertaken  and  extended  to  the  Eaftward  of  Kamtfchatka, 
was  the  immediate  confctjuence  of  the  fecond  voyage  of  that 
able  navigator,  whofe  misfortunes  proved  to  be  the  fourcc 
of  much  private  advantage  to  individuals,  and  of  public 
utility  to  the  Ruffian  nation.  And  yet,  if  his  diflrefles  had 
not  accidentally  carried  him  to  die  in  the  ill  and  which  bears 
his  name,  and  from  whence  the  miferable  remnant  of  his 
Ihip’s  crew  brought  back  fulFicicnt  fpccimcns  of  its  valu- 
able furs,  probably  the  Ruffians  never  would  have  under- 
taken any  future  voyages,  which  could  lead  them  to  make 
difeoveries  in  this  fea,  toward  the  coaft  of  America.  Indeed, 
after  his  time,  government  feems  to  have  paid  lefs  atten- 
tion to  this  j and  we  owe  what  difeoveries  have  been  fince 
made,  principally  to  the  enterprifing  fpirit  of  private  traders, 
encouraged,  however,  by  the  fuperintending  care  of  the 
Cburt  of  Peterfburg.  The  three  RuHians  having  remained 
with  me  all  night,  vilited  Captain Clerke  next  morning;  and  S»<Uy  u. 
then  left  us,  very  well  fatisfied  with  the  reception  they  had 
met  with ; promiling  to  return  in  a few  days,  and  to 
bring  with  them  a chart  of  the  iflands  lying  between  Oona- 
lalhka  and  Kamtfchatka. 

On  the  14th,  in  the  evening,  while  Mr.  Webber  and  I WejMr.  i4. 
were  at  a village  at  a fmall  diHancc  from  Samganoodha,  a 
Ruffian  landed  there,  who,  I found,  was  the  principal  perfon 
amongft  his  countrymen  in  this  and  the  neighbouring 
iflands.  His  name  was  Erafim  Gregorioff  Sin  Ifmyloffi  He 
arrived  in  a canoe  carrying  three  perfons,  attended  by 
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twenty  or  thirty  other  canoes,  each  conduced  by  one  man 
. . 1 took  notice,  that  the  firft  thing  they  did,  after  landing,  was 

to  make  a fmall  tent  for  Ifmyloff,  of  materials  which  they 
brought  with  them  ; and  then  they  made  others  for  them- 
felvcs,  of  their  canoes  and  paddles,  which  they  covered 
with  grafs;  fo  that  the  people  of  the  village  were  at  no 
trouble  to  find  them  lodging.  Ifmyloff  having  invited  us 
into  his  tent,  fct  before  us  fome  dried  falmon  and  berries  ; 
which,  I was  fatisfied,  was  the  bell  cheer  he  had.  He  ap- 
peared to  be  a fcnfiblc  intelligent  man ; and  I felt  no  fmall 
mortification  in  not  being  able  toconverfe  with  him,  unlefs 
by  figns,  affifted  by  figures,  and  other  characters ; which 
however  were  a very  great  help.  I deftred  to  fee  him  on 
. Thw-rdiy  1 5.  board  the  next  day;  and  accordingly  he  came,  with  all  his 
attendants.  Indeed,  he  had  moved  into  our  neighbourhood, 
for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  waiting  upon  us. 

I was  in  hopes  to  have  had  by  him,  the  chart  which  his 
three  countrymen  had  promifed;  but  I was  difappointed. 
However,  he  affined  me  I fhould  have  it;  and  he  kept  his 
word.  I found  that  he  was  very  well  acquainted  with  the 
geography  of  thefe  parts,  and  with  all  the  difeoveries  that 
had  been  made  in  them  by  the  Ruffians.  On  feeing  the 
modern  maps,  he  at  once  pointed  out  their  errors.  He  told 
me,  he  had  accompanied  Lieutenant  Syndo,  or  Synd  as  he 
called  him,  in  his  expedition  to  the  North ; and,  according 
to  his  account,  they  did  not  proceed  farther  than  the 
Tfchukotfkoi  Nos,  or  rather  than  the  bay  of  St.  Laurence  ; 
for  he  pointed  on  our  chart  to  the  very  place  where  I landed. 
From  thence,  he  faid,  they  went  to  an  ifiand  in  latitude  63”, 
upon  which  they  did  not  land,  nor  could  he  tell  me  its 
name.  But  I fhould  guefs  it  to  be  the  fame  to  which  I gave 
the  name  of  Clerke’s  Ifiand.  To  what  place  Synd  went 
* after 


Digitized  by  GfrOgte 


THE  PACIFIC  OCEAN. 


499 


after  that,  or  in  what  manner  he  fpent  the  two  years,  during  0|77«; 
which,  as  Ifmyloff  faid,  his  refearchcs  lallcd,  he  either  « — 
could  not  or  would  not  inform  us.  Perhaps  he  did  not  com- 
prehend our  inquiries  about  this  ; and  yet,  in  almofl  every 
other  thing,  we  could  make  him  underlland  us.  This  cre- 
ated a fufpicion,  that  he  had  not  really  been  in  that  expedi- 
tion, notwithflanding  his  aflertion. 

Both  Ifmyloff  and  the  others  affirmed,  that  they  knew  no- 
thing of  the  continent  of  America  to  the  Northward ; and 
that  neither  Lieutenant  Synd,  nor  any  other  Ruffian,  had 
ever  feen  it  of  late.  They  call  it  by  the  fame  name  which 
Mr.  Stathlin  gives  to  his  great  iflind  ; that  is  Alafchka. 
Stachtan  Nitada,  as  it  is  called  in  the  modem  maps,  is  a 
name  quite  unknown  to  thefe  people,  natives  of  the  iflands 
as  well  as  Ruffians  ; but  both  of  them  know  it  by  the  name 
of  America.  From  what  we  could  gather  from  Ifmyloff 
and  his  countrymen,  the  Ruffians  have  made  fcvcral  at- 
tempts to  get  a footing  upon  that  part  of  this  continent,  that 
lies  contiguous  to  Oonalafhka  and  the  adjoining  iflands,  but 
have  always  been  repulfed  by  the  natives ; whom  they  de- 
feribe  as  a very  treacherous  people.  They  mentioned  two 
or  three  Captains,  or  Chief  men,  who  had  been  murdered 
by  them ; and  fome  of  the  Ruffians  fhewed  us  wounds 
which,  they  faid,  they  had  received  there. 

Some  other  information,  which  we  got  from  Ifmyloff,  is 
worth  recording,  whether  true  or  falfe.  He  told  us,  that  in 
the  year  1773,  an  expedition  had  been  made  into  the  Frozen 
Sea  in  fledges,  over  the  ice,  to  three  large  iflands  that  lie 
oppofttc  the  mouth  of  the  river  Kovyma.  We  were  in  fome 
doubt,  whether  he  did  not  mean  the  fame  expedition  of 
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'Job"  w^ich  Muller  gives  an  account* ; and  yet  he  wrote  down 

' the  year,  and  marked  the  illands  on  the  chart.  But  a voyage 

which  he  himfelf  had  performed,  engaged  our  attention 
more  than  any  other.  He  faid,  that  on  the  12th  of  May 
1771,  he  failed  from  Bolfcheretzk,  in  a Ruffian  vefTel,  to 
one  of  the  Kuril  Iflands,  named  Mareekan,  in  the  latitude 
of  47*,  where  there  is  a harbour,  and  a Ruffian  fcttlement* 
From  this  ifland,  he  proceeded  to  Japan,  where  he  feems 
to  have  made  but  a fhort  flay.  For  when  the  Japanefe  came 
to  know  that  he  and  his  companions  were  chriflians,  they 
made  figns  for  them  to  be  gone  ; but  did  not,  fo  far  as  we 
could  undcrfland  him,  offer  any  infult  or  force.  From 
Japan,  he  got  to  Canton  ; and  from  thence  to  France,  in  a 
French  fliip.  From  France,  he  travelled  to  Peterfburg» 
and  was  afterward  fent  out  again  to  Kamtfchatka.  What 
became  of  the  veffel  in  which  he  firfl  embarked,  we  could 
not  learn  ; nor  what  was  the  principal  objedl  of  the  voyage. 
His  not  being  able  to  fpeak  one  word  of  French,  made  this 
flory  a little  fufpicious.  He  did  not  even  know  the  name 
of  any  one  of  the  moll  common  things  that  mufl  have 
been  in  ufc  every  day,  while  he  was  on  board  the  (hip,  and 
in  France.  And  yet  he  feemed  clear  as  to  the  times  of  his 
arriving  at  the  different  places,  and  of  his  leaving  them, 
which  he  put  down  in  writing. 

• The  lateft  expedition  of  this  kind,  taken  notice  of  by  Mutler,  was  in  1721. 
But  in  juflioc  to  Mr.  IfmylofF,  it  may  be  proper  to  mention,  which  is  done  on  the 
authority  of  a MS.  communicated  by  Mr.  Pennant,  and  the  fubftance  of  which  has 
been  published  by  Mr.  Coxe,  thnr,  fo  late  as  1768,  the  Governor  of  Siberia  fent 
three  young  officers  over  the  icc,  in  Hedges,  to  the  iflands  oppoHtc  the  mouth  of  the 
Kovyma.  There  feems  no  rcafon  for  not  fuppofing,  that  a fublcquent  expedition  of 
this  fort  might  alfo  be  undertaken  in  1773.  Mr.  Coxe,  p.  374.  places  the  expedition 
«*m  fledges  in  1764  ; bi*t  Mr.  Pennant’s  MS.  may  be  depended  upon. 
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The  next  morning,  he  would  fain  have  made  me  a pre- 
fent  of  a fea-otter  (kin,  which,  he  faid,  was  worth  eighty  v- — »— * 
roubles  at  Kamtfchatka.  However,  I thought  proper  to  de-  Fnd*y  *6’ 
cline  it  i but  I accepted  of  fome  dried  lilh,  and  feveral  baf- 
kets  of  the  lily,  or  farannc  root,  which  is  defcribed  at  large 
in  the  Hiftory  of  Kamtfchatka  *.  In  the  afternoon,  Mr.  If- 
myloff,  after  dining  with  Captain  Clerke,  left  us  with  all 
his  retinue,  promifing  to  return  in  a few  days.  According- 
ly, on  the  19th,  he  made  us  another  vifit,  and  brought  with  Mendajr  ,5. 
him  the  charts  before  mentioned,  which  he  allowed  me  to 
copy ; and  the  contents  of  which  furnifli  matter  for  the  fol- 
lowing obfervations. 

There  were  two  of  them,  both  manuferipts,  and  bearing 
every  mark  of  authenticity.  The  firft,  comprehended  the 
P-c-jbl’jlitin  Sea ; the  coaft  of  Tartary,  as  low  as  the  latitude 
of  41°  i the  Kuril  Iftands;  and  the  peninfula  of  Kamtfchatka. 

Since  this  map  had  been  made,  Wawfeelee  IrkeechofF, 

Captain  of  the  fleet,  explored,  in  1758,  the  coaft  of  Tartaryt 
from  Okotik,  and  the  river  Amur,  to  Japan,  or  41*  of  lati- 
tude. Mr.  Ifmyloff  alfo  informed  us,  that  great  part  of  the 
fea-coaft  of  the  peninfula  of  Kamtfchatka  had  been  cor- 
rcded  by  himfclf;  and  defcribed  the  inftrument  he  made 
ufe  of,  which  mull  have  been  a theodolite.  He  alfo  inform- 
ed us,  that  there  were  only  two  harbours  fit  for  (hipping, 
on  all  the  Eafl  coafl  of  Kamtfchatka,  -viz.  the  bay  of  slwatfta, 
and  the  river  Oluttra,  in  the  bottom  of  the  Gulf  of  the  fame 
name;  that  there  was  not  a Angle  harbour  upon  its  Weft, 
coaft  ; and  that  Ymnfk  was  the  only  one  on  all  the  Weft  Ado 
of  the  Penfchinflcian  Sea,  except  Okotfk,  till  we  come  to 
the  river  Amur.  The  Kurile  Iflands  afford  only  one  har- 
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hour;  and  that  is  on  the  North  Eaft  fide  of  Mareekan,  in  the 
latitude  of  474 c ; where,  as  I have  before  obferved,  the  Ruf- 
fians have  a fettlcment. 


The  fccond  chart  was,  to  me,  the  moft  intcrefting ; for 
it  comprehended  all  the  difcoveries  made  by  the  Ruffians  to 
the  Eaftward  of  Kamtfchatka,  toward  America ; which,  if 
we  exclude  the  voyage  of  Beering  and  Tfcherikoff,  will 
amount  to  little  or  nothing.  The  part  of  the  American 
co&ft,  with  which  the  latter  fell  in,  is  marked  in  this  chart, 
between  the  latitude  of  58°  and  58;.°,  and  ys°  of  longitude 
from  Okorlk,  or  2184'  from  Greenwich;  and  the  place 
where  the  former  anchored  in  59;.*  of  latitude,  and  634.“ 
of  longitude  from  Okotik,  or  307°  from  Greenwich.  To 
fay  nothing  of  the  longitude,  which  may  be  erroneous  from 
many  caufes,  the  latitude  of  the  coaft,  difeovered  by  thefe 
two  navigators,  cfpccially  the  part  of  it  difeovered  by 
Tfcherikoff,  differs  confidcrably  from  the  account  publifhed 
by  Mr.  Muller,  and  his  chart.  Indeed,  whether  Muller's 
chart,  or  this  now  produced  by  Mr.  Ifmyloff,  be  moft  er- 
roneous in  this  refpect,  it  may  be  hard  to  determine ; though 
it  is  not  now  a point  worth  difeuffing.  But  the  iflands  that 
lie  difperfed  between  52”  and  55°  of  latitude,  in  the  fpacc 
between  Kamtfchatka  and  America,  deferve  fomc  notice. 
According  to  Mr.  Ifmyloff ’s  account,  neither  the  number  nor 
the  fuuaiion  of  thefe  iflands  is  well  afeertained.  He  ftruck 
out  about  one  third  of  them,  alluring  me  they  had  no  exift- 
ence ; and  he  altered  the  fituation  of  others  confiderably ; 
which,  he  faid,  was  nccellary,  from  his  own  obfervations. 
And  there  was  no  rcafon  to  doubt  about  this.  As  thefe 
iflands  lie  all  nearly  under  the  fame  parallel,  different  navi- 
gators, being  milled  by  their  different  reckonings,  might 
cafily  miftake  one  illand,  or  group  of  iflands,  for  another; 
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and  fancy  they  had  made  a new  difcovery,  when  they  had  ^7^ 
only  found  old  ones  in  a different  pofition  from  that  afligned  •>. — » — * 
to  them  by  their  former  vifiters. 

The  iflands  of  St.  Macarius,  St.  Stephen,  St.  Theodore,  St. 

Abraham,  SeduCtion  lfland,  and  fome  others,  which  arc  to 
be  found  in  Mr.  Muller’s  chart,  had  no  place  in  this  now 
produced  to  us  ; nay,  both  Mr.  Ifmyloff,  and  the  others  af- 
fured  me,  that  they  had  been  fcveral  times  fought  for  in 
vain.  And  yet  it  is  difficult  to  believe,  how  Mr.  Muller, 
from  whom  fubfequent  map-makers  have  adopted  them, 
could  place  them  in  his  chart  without  fame  authority.  Re- 
lying, however,  on  the  teftimony  of  thefe  people,  whom 
I thought  competent  witnefles,  I have  left  them  out  of  my 
chart ; and  made  fuch  corrections  amonglt  the  other  iflands 
as  I was  told  was  neceflary.  I found  there  was  wanting 
another  correction  ; for  the  difference  of  longitude,  between 
the  Bay  of  Awatfka,  and  the  harbour  of  Samganoodha, 
according  to  aftronomical  obfervations,  made  at  thefe  two 
places,  is  greater  by  five  degrees  and  a half,  than  it  is  by 
the  chart.  This  error  I have  fuppofed  to  be  infufed  through- 
out the  whole,  though  it  may  not  be  fo  in  reality.  There 
was  alfo  an  error  in  the  latitude  of  fome  places  ; but  this 
hardly  exceeded  a quarter  of  a degree. 

I (hall  now  give  fome  account  of  the  iflands ; beginning 
with  thofe  that  lie  neareft  to  Kamtfchatka,  and  reckoning 
the  longitude  'from  the  harbour  of  Petropaulowlka,  in  the 
Bay  of  Awatfka.  The  firft  is  Beering's  lfland , in  55*  of  la- 
titude, and  6’  of  longitude.  Ten  leagues  from  the  South 
end  of  this,  in  the  direction  of  Eaft  by  South,  or  Eaft  South 
Eaft,  lies  Maidcnoi  Oflroff,  or  the  Copper  lfland.  The  next 
ifland  is  / itakou , laid  down  in  5 2*  4 s'  of  latitude,  and  in 
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15'  or  1 6°  of  longitude.  This  ifland  is  about  eighteen  leagues 
in  extent,  in  the  dire&ion  of  Eafl  and  Weft;  and  feems  to 
he  the  lame  land  which  Bccring  fell  in  with,  and  named 
Mount  St.  John.  But  there  are  no  iflands  about  it,  except  two 
inconfiderable  ones,  lying  three  or  four  leagues  from  the 
Eaft  end,  in  the  dirc&ion  of  Eafl  North  Eaft. 

We  next  come  to  a group,  confiding  of  fix  or  more  iflands; 
two  of  which,  Atghka  and  Amluk  are  tolerably  large ; and 
in  each  of  them  is  a good  harbour.  The  middle  of  this 
group  lies  in  the  latitude  of  s-°  30' , and  28°  of  longitude 
from  Awatfka ; and  its  extent,  Eaft  and  Weft,  is  four  de- 
grees. Thcfc  are  the  ifles  that  Mr.  IfmvlolF  faid  were  to 
be  removed  four  degrees  to  the  Eaft,  which  is  here  done. 
And  in  the  fituation  they  have  in  niy  chart,  was  a group, 
confiding  of  ten  fmall  iflands,  which,  I was  told,  were 
wholly  to  be  ftruck  out  ; and  alfo  two  iflands  lying  between 
them  and  the  group  to  which  Oonalalhka  belongs.  In 
the  place  of  thcfc  two,  an  ifland  called  Amoghta  (which  in 
the  chart  was  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  510  45',  and  4“  of 
longitude  to  the  Weft)  was  brought. 

Nothing  more  need  be  faid  to  fliew  how  erroneous  the 
fituation  of  many  of  thefe  iflands  may  be ; and  for  which 
1 am  in  nowife  accountable.  But  the  pofition  of  the  larged 
group,  of  which  Oonalalhka  is  one  of  the  principal  iflands, 
and  the  only  one  in  which  there  is  a harbour,  is  not  liable 
to  any  fuch  errors.  Moil  of  thcfc  iflands  were  feen  by  us  ; 
and  confequently  their  latitude  and  longitude  were  pretty 
exactly  determined ; particularly  the  harbour  of  Samga- 
noodha  in  Oonalalhka,  which  mud  be  looked  upon  as  a 
fixed  point.  This  group  of  iflands  may  be  faid  to  extend 
as  far  at  Halibut  Hies,  which  arc  forty  leagues  from  Oona- 
lalhka 
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laffika  toward  the  Eaft  North  Eaft.  Within  thefe  ifles,  a n%7?' 
pailage  was  marked  in  Ifmyloff’s  chart,  communicating  with  e. — . — 
Brillol  Bay ; which  converts  about  fifteen  leagues  of  the 
coaft,  that  I had  fuppofed  to  belong  to  the  continent, 
into  an  ifiand,  diftinguiffied  by  the  name  of  Otmecmak.  This 
pafTagc  might  eafily  efcape  us,  as  we  were  informed  that  it 
is  very  narrow,  Ihallow,  and  only  to  be  navigated  through 
with  boats,  or  very  fmall  veffels. 

It  appeared  by  the  charr,  as  well  as  by  the  teftimony  of 
IfmylofF  and  the  other  Ruffians,  that  this  is  as  far  as  their 
countrymen  have  made  any  difcoverics,  or  have  extended 
themfclvcs,  fince  Bcering’s  time.  They  all  faid,  that  no 
Ruffians  had  fettled  themfelves  fo  far  to  the  Eaft  as  the  place 
where  the  natives  gave  the  note  to  Captain  Clerke ; which 
Mr.  IfmylofF,  to  whom  I delivered  it,  on  perufmg  it,  faid,  had 
been  written  at  Oomanak.  It  was,  however,  from  him  that 
we  got  the  name  of  Kodiak  *,  the  largeft  of  Schumagin’s 
lfl  inds  i for  it  had  no  name  upon  the  chart  produced  by  him. 

The  names  of  all  the  other  iftands  were  taken  from  it,  and 
we  wrote  them  down  as  pronounced  by  him.  He  faid,  they 
were  all  fuch  as  the  natives  themfelves  called  their  iftands 
by;  but,  if  fo,  feme  of  the  names  feem  to  have  been 
ftrangely  altered.  It  is  worth  obferving,  that  no  names  were 
put  to  the  iftands  which  IfmylofF  told  us  were  to  be  ftruck 
out  of  the  chart ; and  I confidered  this  as  fomc  confirmation 
that  they  have  not  exiftence. 

1 have  already  obferved,  that  the  American  continent  is 
here  called,  by  the  Ruffians,  as  well  as  by  the  iflanders, 
Alafchka  ; which  name,  though  it  properly  belong  only  to 

* A Ruffian  Hi  ip  hau  been  at  Kodiacic,  in  1 776 ; .aa  .apprar,  from  a MS.  obligingly 
communicated  b>  Mr.  Pennant. 
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the  country  adjoining  to  Ooncmak,  is  ufed  by  them  when 
fpeaking  of  the  American  continent  in  general,  which  they 
know  perfc&ly  well  to  be  a great  land. 

This  is  all  the  information  I got  from  thefe  people,  relat- 
ing to  the  geography  of  this  part  of  the  world ; and  I have 
reafonto  believe  that  this  was  all  the  information  they  were 
able  to  give.  For  they  allured  me,  over  and  over  again, 
that  they  knew  of  no  other  idands,  befides  thofe  which 
were  laid  down  upon  this  chart ; and  that  no  Ruffian  had 
ever  leen  any  part  of  the  continent  of  America  to  the  North- 
ward, except  that  wltich  lies  oppolitc  the  country  of  the 
Tfchutlkis. 

If  Mr.  Stathlin  was  not  grofsly  impofed  upon,  what  could 
induce  him  to  publilh  a map,  fo  Angularly  erroneous  ; and 
in  which  many  of  thefe  iflands  are  jumbled  together  in  re- 
gular confufion,  without  the  lead  regard  to  truth  ? And  yet, 
he  is  plcafed  to  call  it  a very  accurate  little  map  *.  Indeed,  it 
is  a map  to  which  the  mod  illiterate  of  his  illiterate  Tea- 
faring  countrymen  would  have  been  alhamed  to  fet  hi3 
name. 

Mr.  Ifmyloff  remained  with  us  till  the  2 id,  in  the  even, 
ing,  when  he  took  his  final  leave.  To  his  care  I intruded  a 
letter  to  the  Lords  Commiffioncrs  of  the  Admiralty}  in  which 
was  inclofed  a chart  of  all  the  Northern  coads  1 had  vilitcd. 
He  faid  there  would  be  an  opportunity  of  fending  it  to 
Kamtfchatka,  or  Okotlk,  the  enfuing  fpringj  and  that  it 
would  be  at  l’eterfburg  the  following  winter.  He  gave  me 
a letter  to  Major  Bchm,  Governor  of  Kamtfchatka,  who  re- 
fides  at  Bolfcheretlk  ; and  another  to  the  commanding  Of- 

• Stxhlin’s  New  Northern  Archipelago,  p.  15. 
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ficer  at  Petiopaulowfka.  Mr.  IfmylofT  fecmcd  to  have  abili- 
ties that  might  entitle  him  to  a higher  ftation  in  life,  than 
that  in  which  we  found  him.  He  was  tolerably  well  verfed 
in  adronomy,  and  in  the  ruoft  tifeful  branches  of  the  mathe- 
matics, ,1  made  him  a prefent  of  an  Hadley's  otfiant;  and 
though,  probably,  it  was  the  firft  he  had  ever  feen,  he  made 
himfelf  acquainted,  in  a very  fhort  time,  with  mod  of  the 
ufes  to  which  that  inllrument  can  be  applied. 

In  themorningof  the  asd,  we  made  an  attempt  to  get  to  Thurfda/n. 
fea,  with  the  wind  at  South  Eaft,  which  mifearried.  The 
following  afternoon,  we  were  vifited  by  one  Jacob  Tvariovitch  Friday  a3. 
SopofnicofT,  a Ruflian,  who  commanded  a boat,  or  fmall 
vcffel,  at  Oomanak.  This  man  had  a great  Ihare  of  mo- 
defty ; and  would  drink  no  flrong  liquor,  of  which  the  reft 
of  his  countrymen,  whom  we  had  met  with  here,  were  im- 
moderately fond.  He  feemed  to  know  more  accurately  what 
fupplies  could  be  got  at  the  harbour  of  Pctropaulowfka,  and 
the  price  of  the  different  articles,  than  Mr.  IfmylofT.  But,  by 
all  accounts,  every  thing  we  fhould  want  at  that  place  was 
very  fcarce,  and  bore  a high  price.  Flour,  for  inftance,  was 
from  three  to  five  roubles  the  pood*;  and  deer,  from  three 
to  five  roubles  each.  This  man  told  us  that  he  was  to  be  at 
Pctropaulowlka  in  May  next ; and,  as  1 underflood,  was  to 
have  the  charge  of  my  letter.  He  feemed  to  be  exceed- 
ingly defirous  of  having  fomc  token  from  me  to  carry  to 
Major  Behm ; and,  to  gratify  him,  I fent  a fmall  fpying- 
glafs. 

After  we  became  acquainted  with  thefc  lluflians,  fome  of 
our  gentlemen,  at  different  times,  vifited  their  fettlcment  on 
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the  ifland ; where  they  always  met  with  a hearty  welcome. 
This  fettlemcnt  confided  of  a cl  welling-  houfe,  and  twoftore- 
houfes.  And,  befides  the  Ruffians,  there  was  a number  of 
the  Kamtfchadales,  and  of  the  natives,  as  fervants,  or  flaves> 
to  the  former.  Some  others  of  the  natives,  who  feemed  in- 
dependent of  the  Ruffians,  lived  at  the  fame  place.  Such  of 
them  as  belonged  to  the  Ruffians  were  all  males ; and  they 
are  taken,  or,  perhaps,  purchafed  from  their  parents  when 
young.  There  was,  at  this  time,  about  twenty  of  thefe, 
who  could  be  looked  upon  in  no  other  light  than  as  children. 
They  all  live  in  the  fame  houfe  j the  Ruffians  at  the  upper 
end,  the  Kamtfchadales  in  the  middle;  and  the  natives  at 
the  lower  end  ; where  is  fixed  a large  boiler  for  preparing 
their  food,  which  confifts  chiefly  of  what  the  fea  produces, 
with  the  addition  of  wild  roots  and  berries.  There  is  little 
difference  between  the  firft  and  laft  table,  befides  what  is 
produced  by  cookery,  in  which  the  Ruffians  have  the  art  to 
make  indifferent  things  palatable.  I have  eat  whale’s  flefli 
of  their  drefling,  which  I thought  very  good  ; and  they 
made  a kind  of  pan-pudding  of  falmon  roe,  beaten  up  fine, 
and  fried,  that  is  no  bad  fucceJaneum  for  bread.  They  may, 
now  and  then,  tafte  real  bread,  or  have  a diffi  in  which 
flour  is  an  ingredient  j but  this  can  only  be  an  occafional 
luxury.  If  we  except  the  juice  of  berries,  which  they 
fip  at  their  meats,  they  have  no  other  liquor  befides  pure 
water ; and  it  feems  to  be  very  happy  for  them  that  they  have 
nothing  ftronger. 

As  the  ifland  fupplies  them  with  food,  fo  it  does,  in  a great 
mcafure,  with  clothing.  This  confifts  chiefly  of  fkins,  and 
is,  perhaps,  tl>e  bed  they  could  have.  The  upper  garment 
is  made  like  our  waggoner's  frock,  and  reaches  as  low  as 
the  knee.  Befides  this,  they  wear  a waiftcoat  or  two,  a pair 
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of  breeches  ; a fur  cap  ; and  a pair  of  boots,  the  folcs  and 
upper  leathers  of  which  arc  of  Ruffian  leather;  but  the  legs 
are  made  of  fome  kind  of  ftrong  gut.  Their  two  Chiefs, 
IfmylolF  and  Ivanovitch,  wore  each  a calico  frock ; and 
they,  as  well  as  feme  others,  had  Ihirts,  which  were  of  ftlk- 
Thefc,  perhaps,  were  the  only  part  of  their  drefs  not  made 
amongft  themfelves. 

There  are  Ruffians  fettled,  upon  all  the  principal  iflands 
between  Oonalafhka  and  Kamtfchatka,  for  the  foie  purpofe 
of  collecting  furs.  Their  great  objeCt  is  the  fea  beaver  or 
otter.  I never  heard  them  inquire  after  any  other  animal ; 
though  thofe,  whofe  Ikins  arc  of  inferior  value,  arc  alfo 
made  part  of  their  cargoes.  I never  thought  to  afk  how 
long  they  have  had  a fettlcmcnt  upon  Oonalafhka,  and  the 
neighbouring  iflcs;  but,  to  judge  from  the  great  fubjeClion 
the  natives  are  under,  this  cannot  be  of  a very  late  date*.  All 
thefe  furriers  are  relieved,  from  time  to  time,  by  others. 
Thofe  we  met  with  arrived  here  from  Okotfk,  in  1776,  and 
are  to  return  in  1781 ; fo  that  their  flay  at  the  ifland  will  be 
four  years  at  lead. 

It  is  now  time  to  give  fome  account  of  the  native  inhabit- 
ants. To  all  appearance,  they  are  the  molt  peaceable,  inof- 
fenfive  people,  I ever  met  with.  And,  as  to  honefly,  they 
might  ferve  as  a pattern  to  the  mod  civilized  nation  upon 
earth.  But,  from  what  I faw  of  their  neighbours,  with 
whom  the  Ruffians  have  no  connection,  I doubt  whe- 
ther this  was  their  original  dif'pofition  ; and  rather  think 
that  it  has  been  the  confequence  of  their  prefent  flatc 
of  fubjeCtion.  Indeed,  if  fome  of  our  gentlemen  did 

• The  Ruffians  began  to  frequent  Oonalafhka  in  1762.  See  Coxt'j  Ruffian  D'fit- 
t tries,  ch.  viii.  p.  Ec. 
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not  paifunderftand  the  Ruffians,  they  had  been  obliged  to 
make  feme  fevere  examples*,  before  they  could  bring  the 
iflanders  into  any  order.  If  there  were  feverities  indicted  at 
£r(l,  the  heft  apology  for  them  is,  that  they  have  produced 
the  happiell  confequences ; and,  at  prefent,  the  greatell 
harmony  lubfills  between  the  two  nations.  The  natives  have 
their  own  Chiefs  in  each  ifland,  and  feem  to  enjoy  liberty 
and  property  unmolellcd.  But  whether  or  no  they  are  tribu- 
taries to  the  Ruffians,  we  could  never  find  out.  There  was 
fome  reafon  to  think  that  they  are. 

Thefe  people  are  rather  low  of  flaturc,  but  plump  and  well 
flraped  i with  rather  lhort  necks ; fwarthy  chubby  faces ; 
black  eyes } fmall  beards;  and  long,  flraight,  black  hair; 
which  the  men  wear  loofe  behind,  and  cut  before,  but  the 
•women  tie  up  in  a bunch. 

Their  drefs  has  been  occafionally  mentioned.  Both  fexes 
wear  the  fame  in  fafliion  ; the  only  difference  is  in  the  mate- 
rials. The  women's  frock  is  made  of  fcal  Ikin  ; and  that  of 
the  men,  of  the  fkins  of  birds ; both  reaching  below  the 
knee.  This  is  the  whole  drefs  of  the  women.  But,  over 
the  frock,  the  men  wear  another  made  of  gur,  which  re- 
fills water  ; and  has  a hood  to  it,  which  draws  over  the  head. 
Some  of  them  wear  boots ; and  all  of  them  have  a kind  of 
oval  fnouted  cap,  made  of  wood,  with  a rim  to  admit  the 
head.  Thefe  caps  are  dyed  with  green  and  other  colours ; 
and  round  the  upper  part  of  the  rim,  are  ftuck  the  long 
brillles  of  fome  fca-animal,  on  which  are  ftrung  glaf6 
beads ; and  on  the  front  is  a fmall  image  or  two  made  of 
bone. 

9 See  the  particulars  of  hoftilitics  between  the  Ruffians  and  natives,  in  Cone,  as 
cited  above. 

They 


Di§ttized-by  Google 


THE  PACIFIC 


OCEAN. 


5" 


They  make  ufe  of  no  paint ; but  the  women  punfture 
rheir  faces  (lightly ; and  both  men  and  women  bore  the 
under  lip,  to  which  they  fix  pieces  of  bone.  Put  it  is  as  un- 
common, at  Oonalafhka,  to  fee  a man  with  this  ornament, 
as  to  fee  a woman  without  it.  Some  fix  beads  to  the  upper 
lip,  under  the  noftrils ; and  all  of  them  hang  ornaments  in 
their  ears. 

Their  food  confifis  of  fifh,  fea-animals,  birds,  roots,  and 
berries ; and  even  of  fea-weed.  They  dry  large  quantities 
of  fifh  in  fununcr ; which  they  lay  up  in  fmall  huts  for  win- 
ter ufe;  and,  probably,  they  preferve  roots  and  berries  for 
the  fame  time  of  fcarcity.  They  eat  almoft  every  thing 
raw.  Boiling  and  broiling  were  the  only  methods  of  cookery 
that  I faw  them  make  ufe  of ; and  the  firft  was  probably, 
learnt  from  the  Rullians.  Some  have  got  little  brafs  kettles  ; 
and  thofe  who  have  not,  make  one  of  a flat  (lone,  with  (ides 
of  clay,  not  unlike  a (landing  pye. 

I was  once  prefent,  when  the  Chief  of  Oonalaflika  made 
his  dinner  of  the  raw  head  of  a large  halibut,  juft  caught. 
Before  any  was  given  to  the  Chief,  two  of  his  fervants  cat  the 
gills,  without  any  other  drefling,  befides  fqueezing  out  the 
(lime.  This  done,  one  of  them  cut  off  tire  head  of  the  fifh, 
took  it  to  the  fea  and  waffled  it;  then  came  with  it,  and 
fat  down  by  the  Chief ; firft  pulling  up  fomc  gral's,  upon  a 
part  of  which  the  head  was  laid,  and  the  reft,  was  ftrewed 
before  the  Chief.  He  then  cut  large  pieces  off  the  cheeks, 
and  laid  thefe  within  the  reach  of  the  great  man,  whofwal-’- 
lowed  them  with  as  much  fatisfaiflion  as  we  fliouid  do  raw 
oyfters.  When  he  had  done,  the  remains  of  the  head  were 
cut  in  pieces,  and  given  to  the  attendants,  who  tore  off  tire 
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meat  with  their  teeth,  and  gnawed  the  bones  like  fo  many 

dogs. 

As  thefe  people  ufe  no  paint,  they  arc  not  fo  dirty  in  their 
pciTons  as  the  favages  who  thus  bcfracar  thcmfelves ; but 
they  arc  full  as  loufy  and  filthy  in  their  houfes.  Their  me- 
thod of  building  is  as  follows : They  dig,  in  the  ground, 
an  oblong  fquare  pit,  the  length  of  which  feldom  exceeds 
fifiy  feet,  and  the  breadth  twenty;  but  in  general  the  di- 
menfions  are  fmaller.  Over  this  excavation  they  form  the 
roof  of  wood  which  the  fea  throws  alhorc.  This  roof  is  co- 
vered fir ll  with  grafs,  and  then  with  earth  ; fo  that  the  out- 
ward appearance  is  like  a dunghill.  In  the  middle  of  the 
roof,  toward  each  end,  is  left  a fquare  opening,  by  which 
the  light  is  admitted ; one  of  thefe  openings  being  for  this 
purpofc  only,  and  the  other  being  alfo  ufed  to  go  in  and  out 
by,  with  the  help  of  a ladder,  or  rather  a poft,  with  ftepscut 
in  it  *.  In  fume  houfes  there  is  another  entrance  below ; 
but  this  is  not  common.  Round  the  fides  and  ends  of  the 
huts,  the  families  (for  fevcral  are  lodged  together)  have  their 
feparate  apartments,  where  they  fleep,  and  fit  at  work;  not 
upon  benches,  but  in  a kind  of  a concave  trench,  which  is 
dug  all  round  the  iniidc  of  the  houfe,  and  covered  with  mats; 
fo  that  this  part  is  kept  tolerably  decent.  But  the  middle  of 
the  houfe,  which  is  common  to  all  the  families,  is  far  other- 
wife.  For,  although  it  be  covered  with  dry  grafs,  it  is  a re- 
ceptacle for  dirt  of  every  kind,  and  the  place  for  the 
urine  trough ; the  flench  of  which  is  not  mended  by 

• Mr.  Coxc’«  defcription  of  the  Habitations  of  the  natives  of  Oonafafhxa,  and  the 
other  Fox  1 (lands,  in  general,  agrees  with  Captain  Cook’s*  See  Ruffian  Difcvtria* 
p.  149*  See  alio  Hijhirt  dts  differ  tuts  P tuples  /turn  a a ia  Demina  tin  da  Ruffs*  par 
hi.  l-cveiquc,  Tom.  1.  p.  40,41. 
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raw  hides,  or  leather  being  almoft  continually  ftccped  in  '778. 
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ir.  Behind  and  over  the  trench,  arc  placed  the  few  cf-  «■  j 
feifls  they  arc  pofTdTed  of;  fuch  as  their  clothing,  mats, 
and  fkins. 


Their  houfehold  furniture  confifts  of  bowls,  fpoons,  buc- 
kets, piggins  or  cans,  matted  bafkets,  and  perhaps  a Ruf- 
fian kettle  or  pot.  All  thefe  utenfils  arc  very  neatly  made, 
and  well  formed ; and  yet  we  faw  no  other  tools  among 
them  but  the  knife  and  the  hatchet ; that  is,  a fmall  flat  piece 
of  iron,  made  like  an  adze,  by  fitting  it  into  a crooked  wooden 
handle.  Thefe  were  tbc  only  inftruments  we  met  with 
there,  made  of  iron.  For  although  the  Ruffians  live  among!! 
them,  we  found  much  lefs  of  this  metal  in  their  poflef- 
fion,  than  \vc  had  met  with  in  the  poflfeffion  of  other  tribes 
on  the  American  continent,  who  had  never  feen,  nor  per- 
haps had  any  intcrcourfe  with  the  Ruffians.  Probably,  a 
a few  beads,  a little  tobacco  and  fnuflf,  purchafe  all  they 
have  to  fparc.  There  are  few,  if  any  of  them,  that  do  not 
both  fmoke,  and  chew  tobacco,  and  take  fnuflf ; a luxury 
that  bids  fair  to  keep  them  always  poor. 

They  did  not  feem  to  wifh  for  more  iron,  or  to  want  any 
other  inftruments,  except  fewing  needles,  their  own  being 
made  of  bone.  With  thefe  they  not  only  few  their  canoes, 
and  make  their  clothes,  but  alfo  very  curious  embroidery. 
Inftead  of  thread,  they  ufe  the  fibres  of  finews,  which  they 
fplit  to  the  thicknefs  which  each  fort  of  work  requires.  All 
fewing  is  performed  by  the  women.  They  are  the  taylors, 
fhoemakers,  and  boat-builders,  or  boat-coverers;  for  the  men, 
moft  probably,  conftruct  the  frame  of  wood  over  which  the 
fkins  arc  fewed.  They  make  mats  and  bafkets  of  grafs,  that 
arc  both  beautiful  and  ftrong.  Indeed,  there  is  a ncatnefs 
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anti  perfection  in  moll  of  their  work,  that  (hews  they  nci- 
thcr  want  ingenuity  nor  perfcverancc. 

I law  not  a fire-place  in  any  one  of  their  houfes.  They 
arc  lighted,  as  well  as  heated,  by  lamps;  which  are  fimplc, 
and  yet  anfwcr  the  purpofc  very  well.  They  arc  made  of  a 
flat  ltonc,  hollowed  on  one  fide  like  a plate,  and  about  the 
lame  fize,  or  rather  larger.  In  the  hollow  part  they  put  the 
oil,  mixed  with  a little  dry  grafs,  which  ferves  the  purpofe 
of  a wick.  Both  men  and  women  frequently  warm  their 
bodies  over  one  of  thefe  lamps,  by  placing  it  between  then- 
legs,  under  their  garments,  and  fitting  thus  over  it  for  a few 
minutes. 

They  produce  fire  both  by  collifion  and  by  attrition;  the 
former  by  ftriking  two  floncs  one  againfl  another  ; on  one 
of  which  a good  deal  of  britnflone  is  lirfl  rubbed.  The  latter 
method  is  with  two  pieces  of  wood  ; one  of  which  is  a flick 
of  about  eighteen  inches  in  length,  and  the  other  a flat 
piece.  The  pointed  end  of  the  flick  they  prefs  upon  the 
other,  whirling  it  nimbly  round  as  a drill ; thus  produ- 
cing Are  in  a few  minutes.  This  method  is  common  in 
many  parts  of  the  world.  It  is  praCtifed  by  the  Kamt- 
fchadales,  by  thefe  people,  by  the  Greenlanders,  by  the 
Brazilians,  by  the  Otahciicans,  by  the  New  Hollanders ; 
and  probably  by  many  other  nations.  Yet  fome  learned  and 
ingenious  men  have  founded  an  argument  on  this  cuftom  to 
prove,  that  this  and  that  nation  arc  of  the  fame  extraction. 
But  accidental  agreements,  in  a few  particular  inftances, 
will  not  authorife  fuch  a conclufion;  nor  will  a difagrcc- 
ment,  cither  in  manners  or  cufloms,  between  two  different 
nations,  of  courfc,  prove  that  they  arc  of  different  cxtrac- 
7 tion. 
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lion.  I could  l'upport  this  opinion  by  many  inftunccs  bcfidcs 

the  one  jull  mentioned.  > — - . — 

No  fuch  thing  as  an  oll'enCve  or  even  defenfive  weapon 
■was  feen  atnongft  the  natives  of  Oonalalhka.  We  cannot  fup- 
pofe  that  the  Ruffians  found  them  in  fuch  a defencelcfs  Rate ; 
it  is  more  probable  that,  for  their  own  fecurity,  they  have 
difarmed  them.  Political  rcafons  too  may  have  induced  the 
Ruffians  not  to  allow  thefe  iflanders  to  have  any  large  canoes; 
for  it  is  difficult  to  believe  they  had  none  fuch  originally,  as 
we  found  them  amongft  all  their  neighbours.  However, 
wc  faw  none  here  but  one  or  two  belonging  to  the  Ruffians. 

The  canoes  made  ufe  of  by  the  natives  arc  the  fmalleft  wc 
had  any  where  feen  upon  the  American  coaft  j though  built 
after  the  fame  manner,  with  fomc  little  difference  in  the 
conflrutflion.  The  Hern  of  thefe  terminates  a little  abruptly; 
the  head  is  forked  ; the  upper  point  of  the  fork  projecting 
without  the  under  one,  which  is  even  with  the  furface  of 
the  water.  Why  they  fhould  thus  conftrutfl:  them  is  difficult 
to  conceive  ; for  the  fork  is  apt  to  catch  hold  of  every  thing 
that  comes  in  the  way ; to  prevent  which,  they  fix  a piece 
of  fmall  flick  from  point  to  point.  In  other  refpetfls,  their 
canoes  are  built  after  the  manner  of  thofc  ufed  by  the 
Greenlanders  and  Efquimaux ; the  framing  being  of  Render 
laths,  and  the  covering  of  feal-lkins.  They  arc  about  twelve 
feet  long ; a foot  and  a half  broad  in  the  middle;  and  twelve 
or  fourteen  inches  deep.  Upon  occafion,  they  can  carry  two 
perfons ; one  of  whom  is  ftreiched  at  full  length  in  the  canoe; 
and  the  other  firs  in  the  feat,  or  round  hole,  which  is  nearly 
in  the  middle.  Round  this  hole  is  a rim  or  hoop  of  wood, 
about  which  is  fewtd  gut-lkin,  that  can  be  drawn  together, 
or  opened  like  a purfe,  with  leathern  thongs  fitted  to  the  outer 
edge.  The  man  feats  himfclf  in  this  place;  draws  the  fkin 

3 U a tight 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  TO 


S'6 

oftobti-  round  his  body  over  his  gut  frock,  and  brings  the  ends 

«- — . — • of  the  thongs,  or  purfe-flring,  over  the  fhoulder  to  keep  it 
in  its  place.  The  fleeves  of  his  frock  are  tied  tight  round  his 
wrifls ; and  it  being  clofe  round  his  neck,  and  the  hood  drawn 
over  his  head,  where  it  is  confined  by  his  cap,  water  can 
fcarcely  penetrate  cither  to  his  body,  or  into  the  canoe.  If 
any  fhould,  however,  infinuate  itfclf,  the  boatman  carries 
a piece  of  fpunge  with  which  he  dries  it  up.  He  ufes  the 
double-bladed  paddle,  which  is  held  with  both  hands  in  the 
middle,  linking  the  water  with  a quick  regular  motion,  firft 
on  one  fide,  and  then  on  the  other.  By  this  means,  the 
canoe  is  impelled  at  a great  rate,  and  in  a direftion  as 
ftraight  as  a line  can  be  drawn.  In  failing  from  Egooch- 
lhak  to  Samganoodha,  two  or  three  canoes  kept  way  with 
the  (hip,  though  Ihe  was  going  at  the  rate  of  feven  miles  an 
hour. 

Their  fifliing  and  hunting  implements  lie  ready  upon  the 
canoes,  under  flraps  fixed  for  the  purpofe.  They  arc  all 
made,  in  great  perfctflion,  of  wood  and  bone ; and  differ 
very  little  from  thofc  ufed  by  the  Greenlanders,  as  they  are 
deferibed  by  Crantz.  The  only  difference  is  in  the  point  of 
the  miflile  dart ; which,  in  fomc  we  faw  here,  is  not  above 
an  inch  long  ; whereas  Crantz  fays,  that  tliofe  of  the  Green- 
landers arc  a foot  and  a half  in  length.  Indeed,  thefe  darts, 
as  well  as  fomc  others  of  their  inflruinents,  arc  fo  curious, 
that  they  deferve  a particular  defeription ; but  as  many 
of  them  were  brought  away  on  board  the  fhips,  this  can  be 
done,  at  any  time,  if  thought  necefTary.  Thefe  people  are 
very  expert  in  finking  filh,  both  in  the  fea,  and  in  rivers. 
They  alfo  make  ufe  of  hooks  and  lines,  nets  and  wears. 
The  hooks  arc  compofcd  of  bone,  and  the  lines  of  fmews. 
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The  filhes  which  are  common  to  other  northern  feas,  are 

October 

found  here  j fuch  as  whales,  grampufTes,  porpoifes,  fword-  ' < • 

fifli,  halibut,  cod,  falmott,  trout,  foals,  flat-fifh ; feveral 
other  forts  of  fmall  fifli ; and  there  may  be  many  more  that 
we  had  no  opportunity  of  feeing.  Halibut  and  falmon  feem 
to  be  in  the  greateft  plenty  ; and  on  them  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  ifles  fubflft  chiefly;  at  leaft,  they  were  the  only  fort  of 
fifh,  except  a few  cod,  which  we  obferved  to  be  laid  up  for 
their  winter  ftore.  To  the  North  of  6i°,  the  fea  is,  in  a man- 
ner, diilitute  of  fmall  filh  of  every  kind  ; but  then  whales 
are  more  numerous. 

Seals,  and  that  whole  tribe  of  fea-animals,  are  not  fo  nu- 
merous as  in  many  other  feas.  Nor  can  this  be  thought 
flrange,  ftnee  there  is  hardly  any  part  of  the  coafl,  on  either 
continent,  nor  any  of  the  iflands  lying  between  them,  that 
is  not  inhabited,  and  whofe  inhabitants  hunt  thefe  animals 
for  their  food  and  clothing.  Sea-horfes  are,  indeed,  in  pro- 
digious numbers  about  the  ice ; and  the  fca-otter  is,  I be- 
lieve, no  where  found  but  in  this  fea.  We  fometimes  faw 
an  animal,  with  a head  like  a feal’s,  that  blew  after  the  man- 
ner of  whales.  It  was  larger  than  a fcal,  and  its  colour  was 
white,  with  fome  dark  fpots.  Probably  this  was  the  fea- 
cow,  or  manciti. 

I think  I may  venture  to  affert,  that  fea  and  water  fowh 
are  neither  in  fuch  numbers,  nor  in  fuch  variety,  as  with 
us  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  There  are 
fome,  however,  here,  that  I do  not  remember  to  have  fecn 
any  where  clfe  ; particularly  the  aka  moiochron  of  Stcller,  be- 
fore mentioned;  and  a black  and  white  duck,  which  I con- 
ceive to  be  different  from  the  flonc-duck  deferibed  by  Kra- 
lheninikofF*.  All  the  other  birds  feen  by  us  are  mentioned 
• Hillory  of  Kamtichatka.  Eng.  Tranf.  p.  iCo. 
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•77s-  bv  this  author,  except  fome  that  we  met  with  near  the  ice  ; 
and  mod,  if  not  all  of  thefe,-  are  ilefcribed  by  Martin  in  his 
voyage  to  Greenland.  It  is  a little  extraordinary,  that  pen- 
guins, which  are  common  in  many  parts  of  the  world, 
lhould  not  be  found  in  this  fca.  Albatroflcs  too  arc  fo  very 
i'carcc,  that  I cannot  help  thinking  that  this  is  not  their  pro- 
per climate. 

The  few  land-birds  that  we  met  with  are  the  fame  with 
thofe  in  Europe  ; but  there  may  be  many  others  which  we 
had  no  opportunity  of  knowing.  A very  beautiful  bird  was 
fliot  in  the  woods  at  Norton  Sound;  which,  I am  told,  is 
fometimes  found  in  England,  and  known  by  the  name  of 
chatterer.  Our  people  met  with  other  fmall  birds  there, 
but  in  no  great  variety  and  abundance  ; fuch  as  the  wood- 
pecker, the  bullfinch,  the  yellow  finch,  and  a fmall  bird 
called  a tit-moufe. 


As  our  excurfions  and  obfervations  were  confined  wholly 
to  the  fea-coaft,  it  is  not  to  be  expeded,  that  we  could  know 
much  of  the  animals  or  vegetables  of  the  country.  Except 
mufquitoes,  there  arc  few  other  infedls  ; nor  reptiles,  that 
I faw,  but  lizards.  There  are  no  deer  upon  Oonalaflika, 
or  upon  any  other  of  the  illands.  Nor  have  they  any  do- 
meflic  animals ; not  even  dogs.  Foxes  and  wealds  were 
the  only  quadrupeds  we  faw;  but  they  told  us,  that  they 
had  hares  alfo,  and  the  marmot t as  mentioned  by  Kralhe- 
ninikoft  *.  Hence  it  is  evident,  that  the  fca  and  rivers 
fupply  the  greateft  {hare  of  food  to  the  inhabitants.  They 
arc  alfo  obliged  to  the  fea  for  all  the  wood  made  ufe  of  for 
building,  and  other  ncccfiary  purpofes;  for  not  a flick  grows 
upon  any  of  the  iflands,  nor  upon  the  adjacent  coafl  of  the 
continent. 


• Iliflory  of  Kamtfchmk.i,  p.  gg. 
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The  learned  tell  us,  that  the  feeds  of  plants  are,  by  va-  'r*- 

1 OftotKt. 

rious  means,  conveyed  from  one  part  of  the  world  to  ano-  — > 

ther ; even  to  illands  in  the  midlt  of  great  oceans,  and  far 
remote  from  any  other  land.  How  comes  it  to  pafs,  that 
there  are  no  trees  growing  on  this  part  of  the  continent  of 
America,  nor  any  of  the  iflands  lying  near  it  ? They  are 
certainly  as  well  fituated  for  receiving  feeds,  by  all  the  va- 
rious ways  I have  heard  of,  as  any  of  thofe  coarts  are  that 
abound  in  wood.  May  not  nature  have  denied  to  fome 
foil  the  power  of  raifing  trees,  without  the  alliftancc  of  art  > 

As  to  the  drift  wood,  upon  the  fliotcs  of  the  iflands,  I have 
no  doubt  that  it  comes  from  America.  For  although  there 
may  be  none  on  the  neighbouring  coaft,  enough  may  grow 
farther  up  the  country,  which  torrents  in  the  fpring  may 
break  loofe,  and  bring  down  to  the  fca.  And  not  a little  may 
be  conveyed  from  the  woody  coafts,  though  they  lie  at  a 
greater  diftance. 

There  are  a great  variety  of  plants  at  Oonalafhka ; and 
mod  of  them  were  in  flower  the  latter  end  of  June.  Se- 
veral of  them  are  fuch  as  we  find  in  Europe,  and  in  other 
parts  of  America,  particularly  in  Newfoundland  ; and  othcr3 
of  them,  which  are  alfo  met  with  in  Kamtfchatka,  are  eat 
by  the  natives  both  there  and  here.  Of  thefe,  Krafhenini- 
koff  has  given  us  deferiptions.  The  principal  one  is  the 
foranne,  or  lily  root ; which  is  about  the  fize  of  a root  of  gar- 
lick,  round,  made  up  of  a number  of  finall  cloves,  and 
grains  like  groats.  When  boiled,  it  is  fomewhat  like  faloop; 
the  tafte  is  not  difagreeable,  and  we  found  means  to  make 
fome  good  diflics  with  it.  It  docs  not  feem  to  be  in  great 
plenty;  for  we  got  none  but  what  lfmyloflf  gave  us. 

We  muft  reckon  amongft  the  food  of  the  natives,  fome 
other  wild  roots ; the  ftalk  of  a plant  rcfembling  angelica 
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and  berries  of  fcveral  different  forts  ; fucli  as  bramble  ber- 
ries ; cranberries ; hurtle-berries  ; heath-berries ; a fmall 
red  berry,  which,  in  Newfoundland,  is  called  partridge- 
berry;  and  another  brown  berry,  unknown  to  us.  This 
has  fomcwhat  of  the  tallc  of  a floe,  but  is  unlike  it  in  every 
other  refpeft.  It  is  very  aftringent,  if  eaten  in  any  quan- 
tity. Brandy  might  be  diftilled  from  it.  Captain  Clerke 
attempted  to  preferve  fome ; but  they  fermented,  and  be- 
came as  ftrong  as  if  they  had  been  fteeped  in  fpirits. 

There  were  a few  other  plants,  which  we  found  fcrvice- 
ablc,  but  are  r.ot  made  ufe  of  by  cither  Ruffians  or  natives. 
Such  as  wild  purflain ; pea-tops ; a kind  of  feurvy-grafs ; 
creffcs,  and  fome  others.  All  thefe,  we  found  very  palat- 
able, dreffed  either  in  foups  or  in  i'allads.  On  the  low 
ground,  and  in  the  vallies,  is  plenty  of  grafs,  which  grows 
very  thick,  and  to  a great  length.  I am  of  opinion,  that 
cattle  might  fubflft  at  Oonalalhka  all  the  year  round,  without 
being  houfed.  And  the  foil,  in  many  places,  feemed  ca- 
pable of  producing  grain,  roots,  and  vegetables.  But,  at 
prefent,  the  Ruffian  traders,  and  the  natives,  feem  fatisfied 
with  what  nature  brings  forth. 

Native  fulphur  was  feen  amongft  the  inhabitants  of  the 
ifland;  but  I had  no  opportunity  of  learning  where  thev 
got  it.  We  found  alfo  ochre  ; a ftone  that  gives  a purple 
colour ; and  another  that  gives  a very  good  green.  It  may 
be  doubted,  whether  this  lalt  is  known.  In  its  natural  ftate, 
it  is  of  a greyifh  green  colour,  coarl'e  and  heavy.  It  eafily 
tiiiTolves  in  oil ; but  when  put  into  water,  it  entirely  lofes  its 
properties.  It  feemed  to  be  fcarce  in  Oonalalhka;  but  we  were 
told,  that  it  was  in  greater  plenty  on  the  ifland  Oonemak. 
As  to  the  Hones  about  the  fhore  and  hills,  I faw  nothing  in 
them  that  was  uncommon. 
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The  people  of  Oonalafhka  bury  their  dead  on  the  fum- 

niits  of  hills,  and  raife  a little  hillock  over  the  grave.  In  a < . ' 

walk  into  the  country,  one  of  the  natives,  who  attended  me, 
pointed  out  fcvcral  of  thefe  receptacles  of  the  dead.  There 
was  one  of  them,  by  the  fide  of  the  road  leading  from  the 
harbour  to  the  village,  over  which  was  raifed  a heap  of 
Hones.  It  was  obferved,  that  every  one  who  palled  it,  added 
one  to  it.  I faw  in  the  country  feveral  Hone  hillocks,  that 
feemed  to  have  been  raifed  by  art.  Many  of  them  were  ap- 
parently of  great  antiquity. 

* What  their  notions  are  of  the  Deity,  and  of  a future  Hate, 

1 know  not.  I am  equally  unacquainted  with  their  diver- 
lions  ; nothing  having  been  feen  that  could  give  us  an  in- 
fight  into  either. 

They  arc  remarkably  cheerful  and  friendly  amongll  each 
other ; and  always  behaved  with  great  civility  to  us.  The 
HulTians  told  us,  that  they  never  had  any  connexions  with 
their  women,  becanfe  they  were  not  Chriftians.  Our  people 
were  hot  fo  fcrupulous  ; and  fome  of  them  had  reafon  to  re- 
pent that  the  females  of  Oonalalhka  encouraged  their  ad- 
drefles  without  any  referve ; for  their  health  fuffered  by  a dif- 
temper  that  is  not  unknown  here.  The  natives  of  this  ifland 
are  alfo  fubjeX  to  the  cancer,  or  a complaint  like  it,  which 
thofe  whom  it  attacks,  are  very  careful  to  conceal.  They  do 
not  feem  to  be  long-lived.  1 no  where  faw  a perfon,  man  or 
woman,  whom  I could  fuppofe  to  be  fixtv  years  of  age;  and 
but  very  few  who  appeared  to  be  above  fifty.  Probably  their 
hard  way  of  living  may  be  the  means  of  fhortening  their  days. 

I have  frequently  had  occafion  to  mention,  from  the  time 
of  our  arrival  in  Prince  William’s  Sound,  how  remarkably 
the  natives,  on  this  North  Weft  fide  of  America,  refemble  the 
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oiobc  Greenlanders  and  Efquimaux,  in  various  particulars  of  per- 

fon,  drefs,  weapons,  canoes,  and  the  like.  However,  I wa* 
much  lefs  ftruck  with  this,  than  with  the  affinity  which  we 
found  fubfifting  between  the  dialers  of  the  Greenlanders 
and  Efquimaux,  and  thofe  of  Norton’s  Sound  and  Oona- 
laffika.  This  will  appear  from  a table  of  correfponding 
words,  which  I put  together,  and  will  be  inferted  in  the 
courfe  of  this  work*.  It  mull  be  obferved,  however,  with 
regard  to  the  words  which  we  collected  on  this  fide  of  Ame- 
rica, that  too  much  itrcfs  is  not  to  be  laid  upon  their  being 
accurately  reprcfented;  for,  after  Mr.  Anderfon’s  death,  we 
had  few  who  took  much  pains  about  fuch  matters ; and  I 
have  frequently  found,  that  the  fame  words  written  down 
by  two  or  more  perfons,  from  the  mouth  of  the  fame  native, 
on  being  compared  together,  differed  not  a little.  But  Hill, 
enough  is  certain,  to  warrant  this  judgment,  that  there  is 
great  reafon  to  believe,  that  all  thefe  nations  are  of  the  fame 
extra&ion ; and  if  fo,  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  there  be- 
ing a Northern  communication  of  fomc  fort,  by  fca,  be- 
tween this  Weft  fide  of  America  and  the  Eaft  fide,  through 
Baffin’s  Bay,  which  communication,  however,  may  be  ef- 
fe&ually  ffiut  up  againft  ffiips,  by  ice,  and  other  impedi- 
ments. Such,  at  lead,  was  my  opinion  at  this  time. 

I ffiall  now  quit  thefe  Northern  regions,  with  a few  parti- 
culars relative  to  the  tides  and  currents  upon  the  coaft,  and 
an  account  of  the  aftronomical  obfervations  made  by  us  in 
Samganoodha  Harbour. 

The  tide  is  no  where  confidcrable  but  in  the  great 
riverf. 

* Ic  will  be  foun<l,  amongft  other  vocabularies,  at  the  end  of  the  th'.rJ  volume. 

i Cook's  River. 
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The  flood  comes  from  the  South  or  South  Eaft,  every 
■where  following  the  direction  of  the  coaft  to  the  North  Weft- 
ward.  Between  Norton  Sound  and  Cape  Prince  of  Wales, 
we  found  a current  fetring  to  the  North  Weft,  particularly 
off  the  Cape,  and  within  Sledge  Bland.  But  this  current 
extended  only  a little  way  from  the  coaft ; nor  was  it  either 
confident  or  uniform.  To  the  North  of  Cape  Prince  of 
Wales,  we  found  neither  tide  nor  current,  either  on  the 
American  or  on  the  Afiatic  coaft,  though  feveral  times 
looked  for.  This  gave  rife  to  an  opinion  entertained  by 
fome  on  board  our  Ihips,  that  the  twocoafts  were  connected, 
either  by  land  or  by  ice;  which  opinion  received  fome 
ftrength,  by  our  never  having  any  hollow  waves  from  the 
North,  and  by  our  feeing  ice  almoft  the  whole  way  acrofs. 

The  following  are  the  refults  of  the  feveral  obferva- 
tions  made  alhorc,  during  our  ftay  in  the  harbour  of  Sam- 
ganoodha. 


The  latitude,  by  the  mean  of  feveral  ob- 

ferved  meridian  altitudes  of  the  fun  - 53*  5'  o" 


The  lon- 
gitude 


By  the  mean  of  twenty  fets  of 
lunar  obfervations,  with  the 
fun  Eaft  of  the  moon 
By  the  mean  of  fourteen  fets, 
with  the  fun  and  ftars  Weft 
of  the  moon 


>93*  4/  4 S'' 


>93*  >»'  45'' 


*77* 

October. 

< 


The  mean  of  thefe  - - 1930  29'  43"  . 

The  longitude  affumed  - 193°  30'  o" 

By  the  mean  of  equal  altitudes  of  the  fun, 
taken  on  the  t2th,  14th,  17th,  and  21ft, 
the  time-keeper  was  found  to  be  lofing 
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'"7s-  on  mean  time  8 ",  8 each  day  ; and,  on 

Ktober.  y 

— v • the  laft  of  thefe  days,  was  too  flow  for 

meantime  13’  46'"  43',  98.  Hence  the 
time-keeper  mutt  have  been  too  flow, 
on  the  4th,  the  day  after  our  arrival,  by 
13“  44*  s6’,  61 ; and  the  longitude,  by 
Greenwich  rate,  will  be  I311  23*  33',  8 - 200°  38'  27" 

By  King  George’s  (or  Nootka)  Sound  rate 

1 2’  56*  40’,  4 194°  io"  6'1 

The  30th  of  June,  the  time-keeper,  by 

the  fame  rate,  gave  - - 193*  » 2'  o" 

The  cnor  of  the  time-keeper,  at  that 

time,  was  - - - o’  18'  o"Weft. 

At  this  time,  its  error  was  - - o’  39'  54"  Eaft. 

The  error  of  the  time-keeper,  between 
our  leaving  Samganoodha,  and  our  re- 
turn to  it  again,  was  0°  37'  34" 


On  the  12th  of  Oflobcr,  the  variation  r A.  M.  lo”  17'  *W?jjeanI  ’ > |j"Eaft 

By  the  mem  of  three  compaflis,  l P.  M.  190  41*27  J ^ ® 


Dip  of  the 


needle 


Unmarked  end 
Marked  end 


| Dipping  face  Eaft  j 


68®  45'  ? Face  C 69°  30' 
69°  S5  ^ Well  t 69°  17' 


Mean  of  the  dip  of  the  North  end  of  the  needle  69°  23'  30". 
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CHAP.  XII. 

Departure  from  Oonalajhka , and  future  Views. — The  If  and 
Amoghta. — Situation  of  a remarkable  Rock. — The  Strait 
between  Oonalafijka  and  Oonella  repafed. — Progrefs  to 
the  South. — Melancholy  Accident  on  board  the  Disco- 
very.— Mowee,  one  of  the  Sandwich  IJlands , difeovered . 

— Intercourfe  with  the  Natives. — Vift  from  Terreeoboo. 

— Another  Jfiandy  called  Owhyhee , difeovered. — The 
Ships  ply  to  Windward  to  get  round  it. — An  Eclipfe  of 
the  Moon  obferved. — The  Crew  refufe  to  drink  Sugar- 
cane Beer. — Cordage  deficient  in  Strength. — Commend- 
ation of  the  Natives  of  Owhyhee. — The  Refolution  gets 
to  Windward  of  the  Ifiand. — Her  Progrefs  down  the 
South  Eafi  Coaft. — Views  of  the  Country , and  Vifits 
from  the  Natives. — The  Difcovery  joins. — Slow  Pro- 
grefs Wefiward.  — Karakakooa  Bay  examined  by  Mr. 

Bligh. — Vafi  Concourfis  of  the  Natives.  — The  Ships 
anchor  in  the  Bay. 

IN  the  morning  of  Monday  the  a Gill,  wc  put  t<3  fca  from  «77>- 

Samganoodha  Harbour;  and,  as  the  wind  was  Southerly,  > > 

flood  away  to  the  Weft  ward.  Monday  26. 

My  intention  was  now  to  proceed  to  Sandwich  Iflands, 
there  to  fpend  a few  of  the  winter  months,  in  cafe  we 
fhould  meet  with  the  neceflary  refrefhments,  and  then  to 
diretSt  our  court'e  to  Kamtfchatka,  fo  as  to  endeavour  to  be 

there 
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oa'ifcr  there  by  the  middle  of  May,  the  enfuing  fummer.  In  con- 
< — . — ->  fctjuence  of  this  refolution,  1 gave  Captain  Clerke  orders 
how  to  proceed,  in  cafe  of  reparation ; appointing  Sandwich 
Iflands  for  the  firft  place  of  rendezvous,  and  the  harbour 
of  Petropaulowfka,  in  Kauitfchatka,  for  the  fecond. 

Soon  after  we  were  out  of  the  harbour,  tire  wind  veered 
to  the  South  Eaft  and  Eaft  South  Eaft,  which,  by  the  even- 
ing,  carried  us  as  far  as  the  Weftern  part  of  Oonalalhka, 
where  we  got  the  wind  at  South.  With  this  we  flretchcd  to 
Tuefday  57.  the  Weftward,  till  feven  o’clock  the  next  morning,  when  wc 
wore,  and  Hood  to  the  Eaft.  The  wind,  by  this  time,  had 
increafed  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  reduce  us  to  our  three 
courfes.  It  blew  in  very  heavy  ftjualls,  attended  with  rain, 
hail,  and  fnow, 

Wcdnef. 28.  At  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  28th,  the  ifland  of 
Oonalalhka  bore  South  Eaft,  four  leagues  diltanc.  We  then 
wore  and  Hood  to  the  Weftward.  The  ftrength  of  the  gale 
was  now  over,  and  toward  evening,  the  little  wind  that  blew 
infenfibly  veered  round  to  the  Eaft,  where  it  continued  bur 
a Ihort  lime  before  it  got  to  North  Eaft,  and  increafed  to  a 
very  hard  gale  with  rain.  I fleered  firft  to  the  Southward ; 
and  as  the  wind  inclined  to  tire  North  and  North  Weft,  I 
(leered  more  Wefterly, 

Thurfday  29.  On  the  29th,  at  half  pad  fix  in  the  morning,  wc  faw  land 
extending  from  Eaft  by  South  to  South  by  Weft,  fuppofed  to 
be  the  ifland  Amoghta.  At  eight,  finding  that  we  could 
not  weather  the  ifland,  as  the  wind  had  now  veered  to  the 
Weftward,  1 gave  over  plying,  and  bore  away  for  Oona- 
lalhka, with  a view  of  going  to  the  Northward  and  Eaft- 
ward  of  that  ifland,  not  daring  to  attempt  a paflage  to  the 
South  Eaft  of  it,  in  fo  hard  a.  gale  of  wind.  Ac  the  time 
7 we 
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we  bore  away,  the  land  extended  from  Eaft  by  Soutli  half 

4 Gdiober, 

South  to  South  South  Weft,  four  leagues  diftant.  The  Ion-  < , — 

gitude  by  the  time-keeper  was  191'  17',  and  the  latitude  53* 

38'.  This  will  give  a very  different  Ctuation  to  this  iff  and 
from  that  afligned  to  it  upon  the  Ruffian  map.  But  it  muff 
be  remembered,  that  this  is  one  of  the  iflands  which  Mr. 

Ifmylofl  faid  was  wrong  placed.  Indeed  it  is  a doubt  if  this 
be  Amoghta*  ; for  after  Ifmyloff  had  made  the  correction, 
no  land  appeared  upon  the  map  In  this  latitude  ; but  as  I 
have  obferved  before,  we  muff  not  look  for  accuracy  in  this 
chart. 

At  eleven  o’clock,  as  we  were  fleering  to  the  North  Eaft,  we 
difeovered  an  elevated  rock,  like  a tower,  bearing  North  North 
Eaft  half  Eaft,  four  leagues  diftant.  It  lies  in  the  latitude  of 
53°  57',  and  in  the  longitude  of  191*  2',  and  hath  no  place 
in  the  Ruffian  mapf.  We  muff  have  palled  very  near  it  in 
the  night.  We  could  judge  of  its  fteepnefs  from  this  cir- 
cumftance,  that  the  fea,  which  now  run  very  high,  broke 
no  where  but  againft  it.  At  three  in  the  afternoon,  after 
getting  a fight  of  Oonalalhka,  we  Ihoricncd  fail,  and  hauled 
the  wind,  not  having  time  to  get  through  the  paflage  before 
night.  At  day-break  the  next  morning,  we  bore  away  Friiayao. 
under  courfes,  and  clofe-reefed  topfails,  having  a very  hard 
gale  at  Weft  North  Weft,  with  heavy  fqualls,  attended  with 
fnow.  At  noon,  we  were  in  the  middle  of  the  ftrait,  be- 

• On  the  chart  of  Krenitzen’s  and  Tevafheff ’s  voyage,  in  1768  and  1769,  which 
we  find  in  Mr.  Coxe’s  book,  p.  251.  an  ifland  called  Amuckta,  is  laid  down,  not 
very  far  from  the  place  afligned  to  Amoghta  by  Captain  Cook. 

f Though  this  rock  had  nd  place  in  the  Ruffian  map  produced  by  Ifmyloff,  it  has  a 
place  in  the  chart  of  Krenitzen’s  and  Levafheff’s  voyage,  above  referred  to.  That 
chart  alfo  agrees  with  Captain  Cook’s,  as  to  the  general  pofition  of  this  group  of 
iflands.  The  Angularly  indented  fhorcs  of  the  ifland  of  Oonalafhka  arc  reprefented  in 
both  charts  much  alike.  Tlvcfc  cixk  umftanccs  are  worth  attending  to,  as  the  more 
modern  Ruffian  maps  of  this  Archipelago  arc  fo  wonderfully  erroneous. 
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1773. 

October. 

v -1 


November. 
Mcud*y  2. 


Friday  6. 


Saturday  7. 


tween  Oonalafhka,  and  Oonella,  the  harbour  of  Samga- 
noodha  bearing  South  South  Eaft,  one  league  diftant.  At 
three  in  the  afternoon,  being  through  the  ilrait,  and  clear 
of  the  ides,  Cape  Providence  bearing  Weft  South  Weft,  two 
or  three  leagues  diftant,  we  fleered  to  the  Southward,  under 
double  reefed  top-fails  and  courfcs,  with  the  wind  at  Weft 
North  Weft,  a ftrong  gale,  and  fair  weather. 

On  Monday,  the  2d  of  November,  the  wind  veered  to  the 
Southward  ; and,  before  night,  blew  a violent  ftorm,  which 
obliged  us  to  bring  to.  The  Difcovery  fired  feveral  guns, 
which  wc  anfwercd  ; but  without  knowing  on  what  occa- 
fion  they  were  fired.  At  eight  o’clock,  we  loft  fight  of  her, 
and  did  not  fee  her  again  till  eight  the  next  morning.  Ac 
ten,  flie  joined  us ; and,  as  the  height  of  the  gale  was 
now  over,  and  the  wind  had  veered  back  to  Weft  North 
Weft,  wc  made  fail,  and  refumed  our  courfe  to  the  South- 
ward. 

The  <5th,  in  the  evening,  being  in  the  latitude  of  420  12', 
and  in  the  longitude  of  201°  26',  the  variation  was  170  1 5' 
Eaft.  The  next  morning,  our  latitude  being  41*  20',  and  our 
longitude  202’,  a {hag,  or  cormorant,  flew  feveral  times 
round  the  fliip.  As  thefe  birds  arc  feldom,  if  ever,  known 
to  fly  far  out  of  fight  of  land,  1 judged  that  fome  was  not  far 
diftant.  However,  we  could  fee  none.  In  the  afternoon, 
there  being  but  little  wind,  Captain  Clerke  came  on  board, 
and  informed  me  of  a melancholy  accident  that  happened 
on  board  his  fliip,  the  fecond  night  after  we  left  Samga- 
noodha.  The  main  tack  gave  way,  killed  one  man,  and 
wounded  the  boatfwain,  and  two  or  three  more.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  misfortune,  I now  learned,  that,  on  the  evening 
of  the  3d,  his  fails  and  rigging  received  confiderable  da- 
3 mage  i 
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-mage  j and  that  the  guns  which  he  fired  were  the  fignal  to 
bring  to. 

On  the  8th,  the  wind  was  at  North  ; a gentle  breeze,  with  Sundays, 
clear  weather.  On  the  9th,  in  the  latitude  of  39  j.*,  we  had  Monday}, 
eight  hours  calm.  This  was  fucccedcd  by  the  wind  from 
the  South,  attended  with  fair  weather.  Availing  ourfclves 
of  this,  as  many  of  our  people  as  could  handle  a needle, 
were  fet  to  work  to  repair  the  fails ; and  the  carpenters  were 
employed  to  put  the  boats  in  order. 

On  the  12th  at  noon,  being  then  in  the  latitude  of  38°  14^  Thorfdayi*. 
and  in  the  longitude  of  206°  17',  the  wind  returned  back  to 
the  Northward;  and,  on  the  13th,  in  the  latitude  of  33°  30',  Sunday  15. 
it  veered  to  the  Eafi.  At  this  time,  we  faw  a tropic  bird,  and 
a dolphin  ; the  firft  that  we  had  obferved  during  the  paftage. 

On  the  17th,  the  wind  veered  to  the  Southward,  where  it  Tuefihy  17. 
continued  till  the  afternoon  of  the  19th,  when  a ffjuall  of 
wind  and  rain  brought  it  at  once  round  by  the  Weft  to  the 
North.  This  was  in  the  latitude  of  32°  26',  and  in  the  longi- 
tude of  207°  30'. 

The  wind  prefently  iricreafed  to  a very  firong  gale,  at- 
tended with  rain,  fo  as  to  bring  us  under  double  reefed  top- 
fails.  In  lowering  down  the  main  top-fail  to  reef  it,  the 
wind  tore  it  quite  out  of  the  foot  rope  ; and  it  was  fplit  in  fe- 
veral  other  parts.  This  fail  had  only  been  brought  to  the 
yard  the  day  before,  after  having  had  a repair.  The  next 
morning,  we  got  another  top-fail  to  the  yard.  This  gale  WeJner.  is. 
proved  to  be  the  forerunner  of  the  trade-wind,  which  in  la- 
titude 23°  veered  to  Eaft,  and  Eaft  South  Eaft. 

I continued  to  fleer  to  the  Southward,  till  day-light  in  the 
morning  of  the  23th,  at  which  time  we  were  in  the  latitude  WcJurf. 

Vou  II.  3 Y of 
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n 'L'n ; tr  a0*  5*'  * now  ^Preat^  {he  (hips,  and  (leered  to  the  Weft. 

>1 — — - In  the  evening,  we  joined ; and  at  midnight  brought  to. 

ThurfJiysS.  At  day- break,  next  morning,  land  was  feen  extending  from 
South  South  Eaft  to  Weft.  We  made  fail,  and  flood  for  It. 
At  eight,  it  extended  from  South  Eaft  half  South,  to  Weft; 
the  neareft  part  two  leagues  diftant.  It  was  fuppofed  that 
we  faw  the  extent  of  the  land  to  the  Eaft,  but  not  to  the  Weft. 
We  were  now  fatisfied,  that  the  group  of  the  Sandwich 
hlands  had  been  only  imperfccftly  difeovered  ; as  rhofe  of 
them  which  we  had  vifited  in  our  progrefi?  Northward,  all 
lie  to  the  leeward  of  our  prefent  ftation. 

In  the  country  was  an  elevated  faddle  hill,  whofe  fummit 
appeared  above  the  clouds.  From  this  hill,  the  land  fell 
in  a gentle  Hope,  and  terminated  in  a deep  rocky  coaft, 
againft  which  the  fca  broke  in  a dreadful  furf.  Finding  that 
we  could  not  weather  the  ifland,  I bore  up,  and  ranged 
along  the  coaft  to  the  Wcftward.  It  was  not  long  before  we 
faw  people  on  fcveral  parts  of  the  (bore,  and  fomc  houfes 
and  plantations.  The  country  feemed  to  be  both  well  wood- 
ed and  watered ; and  running  ftreams  were  feen  falling  into 
the  fca  in  various  places. 

As  it  was  of  the  laft  importance  to  procure  a fupply  of 
provifions  at  thefe  iflar.ds ; and  experience  having  taught  me 
that  I could  have  no  chance  to  fucceed  in  this,  if  a free 
trade  with  the  natives  were  to  be  allowed  ; that  is,  if  it  were 
left  to  every  man’s  diferetion  to  trade  for  what  he  plcafed, 
and  in  the  manner  he  pleafed  ; for  this  fubftantial  reafon,  I 
now  published  an  order,  prohibiting  all  perfons  from  trad- 
ing, except  fuch  as  fliould  be  appointed  by  me  and  Captain 
Clerke  ; and  even  thefe  were  enjoined  to  trade  only  for  pro- 
vifions and  refrefhmcnts.  Women  were  alfo  forbidden  to  be 
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admitted  into  the  fltips,  except  under  certain  redactions.  *?»*• 

Ncwawr. 

But  the  evil  I meant  to  prevent,  by  this  regulation,  I loon  * 

found,  had  already  got  amongft  them. 

At  noon,  the  coaft  extended  from  South  81*  Eall,  to  North 
Weft;  a low  flat,  like  an  ifthmus,  bore  South  42°  Weft; 
the  neareft  fliore  three  or  four  miles  diftant ; the  latitude 
was  20*  59';  and  the  longitude  203°  50'.  Seeing  fome  canoes 
coming  off  to  us,  I brought  to.  As  foon  as  they  got  along 
fide,  many  of  the  people,  who  conducted  them,  came  into 
the  fliip,  without  the  leaft  heiitation.  We  found  them  to  be 
of  the  fame  nation  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  iflands  more 
to  leeward,  which  we  had  already  vifired;  and,  if  we  did 
not  miftake  them,  they  knew  of  our  having  been  there.  In- 
deed, it  rather  appeared  too  evident ; for  thefe  people  had 
got  amongft  them  the  venereal  diftemper;  and,  as  yet,  I 
knew  of  no  other  way  of  its  reaching  them,  but  by  an  inter- 
courfe  with  their  neighbours  Cnee  our  leaving  them. 

We  got  from  ourvifiters  a quantity  of  cuttle-fifli,  for  nails 
and  pieces  of  iron.  They  brought  very  little  fruit  and  roots ; 
but  told  us  that  they  had  plenty  of  them  on  their  ifland,  as 
alfo  hogs  and  fowls.  In  the  evening,  the  horizon  being 
clear  to  the  Wcftward,  we  judged  the  Wcftcrnmoft  land  in 
fight  to  be  an  ifland,  feparated  from  that  off"  which  wc  now 
were.  Having  no  doubt  that  the  people  would  return  to  the 
fhips  next  day,  with  the  produce  of  their  country,  I kept 
plying  olF  all  night,  and  in  the  morning  flood  clofe  in  fhore.  F,yly  a-. 
At  firft,  only  a few  of  the  natives  vifited  us;  but,  toward 
noon,  we  had  the  company  of  a good  many,  who  brought 
with  them  bread-fruit,  potatoes,  tarro,  or  eddy  roots,  a few 
plantains,  and  fmail  pigs;  all  of  which  they  exchanged  for 
nails  and  iron  tools.  Indeed,  we  had  nothing  elfe  to  give 
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them.  We  continued  trading  with  them  till  four  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  when,  having  difpofed  of  all  their  cargoes, 
and  not  feeming  inclined  to  fetch  more,  wc  made  fail,  and 
flood  olF  (bore. 

While  we  were  lying  to,  though  the  wind  blew  frefli,  I 
obferved  that  the  fhips  drifted  to  the  Eaft.  Confequently, 
there  muft  have  been  a current  fetting  in  that  direftion. 
This  encouraged  me  to  ply  to  windward,  with  a view  to 
get  round  the  Eaft  end  of  the  ifland,  and  fb  have  the 
whole  lce-lide  before  us.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  30th,  be- 
ing off  the  North  Eaft  end  of  the  ifland,  feveral  canoes  came 
off  to  the  fhips.  Moft  of  thefe  belonged  to  a Chief  named. 
Terreeoboo,  who  came  in  one  of  them.  He  made  me  a pre- 
fent  of  two  or  three  fmall  pigs ; and  we  got,  by  barter, 
from  the  other  people,  a little  fruit.  After  a flay  of  about 
two  hours,  they  all  left  us,  except  fix  or  eight  of  their  com- 
pany, who  chofe  to  remain  on  board.  A double  failing  ca- 
noe came,  foon  after,  to  attend  upon  them  j which  we  tow- 
ed aftern  all  night.  In  the  evening,  we  difeovered  another 
ifland  to  windward,  which  the  natives  call  Owbjbee.  The 
name  of  that,  off  which  wc  had  been  for  fome  days,  we  were 
alfb  told,  is  A/wtt. 

On  the  tft  of  December,  at  eight  in  the  morning,  Owhy- 
hce  extended  from  South  22*  Eaft,  to  South  12*  Weft  ; and 
Mowce  from  North  41*  to  North  83*  Weft.  Finding  that  we 
could  fetch  Owhyhce,  I flood  for  it;  and  our  vifiters  from 
Mowce  not  choofing  to  accompany  us,  embarked  in  their 
canoe,  and  went  afhore.  At  feven  in  the  evening,  we  were 
clofe  up  with  the  North  fide  of  Owhyhee ; where  we  fpcnc 
the  night.  Handing  off  and  on. 
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In  the  morning  of  the  2d,  we  were  furprized  to  fee  the  D 
fummits  of  the  mountains  on  Owhyhec  covered  with  — -w 

Wdntf.  -i« 

fnow.  They  did  not  appear  to  be  of  any  extraordinary 
height ; and  yet,  in  fome  places,  the  fnow  feemed  to  be  of  a 
confiderable  depth,  and  to  have  lain  there  fome  time.  As 
we  drew  near  the  fhore,  fome  of  the  natives  came  off  to  us. 

They  were  a little  fhy  at  firft;  but  we  foon  enticed  fome  of 
them  on  board  ; and  at  lad  prevailed  upon  them  to  return  to 
the  ifland,  and  bring  off  what  we  wanted.  Soon  after  thefe 
reached  the  fhore,  we  had  company  enough;  and  few 
coming  empty-handed,  we  got  a tolerable  fupplyof  fmall  pigs, 
fruit,  and  roots.  We  continued  trading  with  them  till  fix  in 
the  evening  ; when  we  made  fail,  and  Hood  off,  with  a view 
of  plying  to  windward  round  the  ifland. 

In  the  evening  of  the  4th,  we  obferved  an  eclipfe  of  the  Friday  4. 
moon.  Mr.  King  made  ufe  of  a night-tclcfcope,  a circular 
aperture  being  placed  at  the  objetft  end,  about  one-third  of 
the  Cze  of  the  common  aperture.  I obferved  with  the  tele- 
fcopeofoneof  Ramfden’s  fextants;  which,  I think,  anfwers 
this  purpofc  as  well  as  any  other.  The  following  times  are 
the  means,  as  obferved  by  us  both. 


6*  3'  2 5"  beginning  of  tire  eclipfe 
8“  27'  2 5"  end  of  the  eclipfe 


| Longitude  | 


204*  40'  45" 
•°4*  -5'  >5" 


Mean  - - - 204°  35'  o'' 

The  penumbra  was  vifible,  at  lead  ten  minutes  before  the 
beginning,  and  after  the  end  of  the  eclipfe.  I meafured  the 
uneclipfed  part  of  tire  moon,  with  one  of  Ramfden’s  fextants, 
feveral  times  before,  at,  and  after  the  middle  of  the  eclipfe; 
but  did  not  gee  the  time  of  the  middle  fo  near  as  might  have 
been  effected  by  this  method.  Indeed  thefe  obfervations 

were 
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were  made  only  as  an  experiment,  without  aiming  at  much 
nicety.  I alfo  meafurcd  mofily  one  way ; whereas  I ought 
to  have  brought  alternately  the  reflected  and  direct  images 
to  contrary  fidcs,  with  refpcct  to  each  other ; reading  the 
numbers  off  the  quadrant,  in  one  cafe,  to  the  left  of  the  be- 
ginning of  the  divifions;  and,  in  the  other  cafe,  to  the  right 
hand  of  the  fame.  It  is  evident,  that  half  the  fum  of  thefe 
two  numbers  mu  ft  be  the  true  meafurement,  independent  of 
the  error  of  the  quadrant ; and  this  is  the  method  that  I would 
recommend. 

But  I am  well  allured,  that  it  might  have  been  obferved 
much  nearer;  and  that  this  method  may  be  ufeful  when 
neither  the  beginning  nor  end  of  an  eclipfe  can  be  obferved, 
which  may  often  happen. 

Immediately  after  the  eclipfe  was  over,  we  obferved  the 
diftance  of  each  limb  of  the  moon  from  Pollux  and  Arietisl 
the  one  being  to  the  Eaft,  and  the  other  to  the  Weft.  \n  op- 
portunity to  obferve,  under  all  thefe  circmnftanees,  feldom 
happens;  but  when  it  does,  it  ought  not  to  he  omi  red;  as, 
in  this  cafe,  the  local  errors  to  which  theto  ob  rvauons  are 
liable,  deftroy  each  other;  which,  in  all  other  cates,  would 
require  the  obfervations  of  a whole  moon.  The  following 
are  the  refults  of  thefe  obfervations : 


Myfelf  with 
Mr.  King  with 


304*  22'  07"  7 
204*  a o'  4"  i 


mean 


2o+  2/  45"  ) 

„ » u f mean 

204'  9'  13"  i 


=:  4°  21'  5" 
204°  18'  29" 


Mean  of  the  two  means  - 204°  19'  47" 

The  time-keeper,  at  4"  30',  to  which  time  all  ) , , „ 

the  lunar  obfervations  are  reduced  - \ °'r  °+ 
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The  current  which  I have  mentioned,  as  Petting  to  the 

Eaftward,  had  now  ceafed  ; for  we  gained  but  little  by  ply-  * . — ^ 

ing.  On  the  6;h,  in  the  evening,  being  about  five  leagues  Sunday  6. 
farther  up  the  coall,  and  near  the  fhorc,  we  had  fome  traflic 
with  the  natives.  But,  as  it  had  furnilhed  only  a trifling 
fupply,  I Rood  in  again  the  next  morning,  when  we  had  a Monday/, 
conlidcrablc  number  of  vifiiers;  and  we  lay  to,  trading  with 
them  till  two  in  the  afternoon.  By  that  time,  we  had 
procured  pork,  fruit,  and  roots,  fufficient  for  four  or  five 
days.  Wc  then  made  fail,  and  continued  to  ply  to  wind- 
ward. 

Having  procured  a quantity  of  fugar  canc;  and  having, 
upon  a trial,  made  but  a few  days  before,  found  that  a 
flrong  decoction  of  it  produced  a very  palatable  beer,  I or- 
dered fome  more  to  be  brewed,  for  our  general  ufe.  But 
when  the  caflc  was  now  broached,  not  one  of  my  crew 
would  even  fo  much  as  tafte  it.  As  I had  no  motive  in 
preparing  this  beverage,  but  to  fave  our  fpirit  for  a colder 
climate,  I gave  myfelf  no  trouble,  either  by  exerting  autho- 
rity, or  by  having  rccourfc  to  perfualion,  to  prevail  upon 
them  to  drink  it ; knowing  that  there  was  no  clanger  of  the 
feurvy,  fo  long  as  we  could  get  a plentiful  fupply  of  other 
vegetables.  But,  that  I might  not  be  dii'appointed  in  my 
views,  I gave  orders  that  no  grog  fltould  be  ferved  in  either 
fhip.  I myfelf,  and  the  officers,  continued  to  make  ufe  of 
this  fugar-cane  beer,  whenever  we  could  get  materials  for 
brewing  it.  A few  hops,  of  which  we  had  fome  on  board, 
improved  it  much.  It  has  the  tafte  of  new  malt  beer;  and  I 
believe  no  one  will  doubt  of  its  being  very  wholefomc.  And 
yet  my  inconfidcrate  crew  alleged  that  it  was  injurious  to 
their  health. 

They 
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1778.  They  had  no  better  rcafon  to  fupport  a refolution,  which 
e — they  took  on  our  firll  arrival  in  King  George’s  Sound,  not  to 
drink  the  fprucc-beer  made  there.  But,  whether  from  a 
confideration  that  it  was  not  the  fil'd  time  of  their  being  re- 
quired to  ufe  that  liquor,  or  from  fomc  other  reafon,  they 
. did  not  attempt  to  carry  their  purpofe  into  adual  execu- 
tion ; and  I had  never  heard  of  it  till  now,  when  they  renew- 
ed their  ignorant  oppofition  to  my  belt  endeavours  to  ferve 
them.  Every  innovation  whatever,  on  board  a fliip,  though 
ever  fo  much  to  tire  advantage  of  fcamen,  is  furc  to  meet 
with  their  bighclt  di {approbation.  Both  portable  foup,  and 
four  krout  were,  at  firft,  condemned  as  fluff  unfit  for  hu- 
man beings.  Few  commanders  have  introduced  into  their 
fhips  more  novelties,  as  ufeful  varieties  of  food  and  drink, 
than  I have  done.  Indeed  few  commanders  have  had  the 
fame  opportunities  of  trying  fuch  experiments,  or  been 
driven  to  the  fame  ncceffity  of  trying  them.  It  has,  how- 
ever, been,  in  a great  meafure,  owing  to  various  little  devi- 
ations from  eftabliflred  practice,  that  I have  been  able  to  pre- 
ferve  my  people,  generally  fpeaking,  from  that  dreadful 
diftemper,  the  feurvy,  which  has  perhaps  deftroyed  more  of 
our  failors,  in  their  peaceful  voyages,  than  have  fallen  by 
the  enemy  in  military  expeditions. 

Sx.ii y 13.  I kept  at  fome  diftance  from  the  coaft,  till  the  13th,  when 

I Rood  in  again,  fix  leagues  farther  to  windward  than  we  had 
as  yet  reached;  and,  after  having  fome  trade  with  the  na- 
tives who  vifired  us,  returned  to  fca.  I fhould  have  got  near 
TccfJij  15.  the  If.orc  again  on  the  rjth,  for  a fupply  of  fruit  or  roots, 
but  the  wind  happening  to  be  at  South  Eaft  by  South,  and 
South  South  Eart,  I thought  this  a good  time  to  flretch  to 
the  Eaftward,  in  order  to  get  round,  or,  at  leaft,  to  get  a 
fight  of  the  South  Eailcndof  the  ifland.  The  wind  conti- 
2 nued 
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nucd  at  South  Eaft  by  South,  mod  part  of  the  16th.  It  was 

variable  between  South  and  Eaft  on  the  17th;  and  on  the  > 

1 8th,  it  was  continually  veering  from  one  quarter  to  ano-  Th.rfa.1I7i 
ther;  blowing,  fometimes,  in  hard  fqualls;  and,  at  other  Frid.?  18. 
times,  calm,  with  thunder,  lightning,  and  rain.  In  the 
afternoon,  we  had  the  wind  Wcfterly  for  a few  hours ; but 
in  the  evening  it  {hifted  to  Eaft  by  South,  and  we  flood  to 
the  Southward,  clofe  hauled,  under  an  cafy  fail,  as  the  Dif- 
covcry  was  at  fome  diftancc  aftern.  At  this  time  the  South 
Eaft  point  of  the  ifland  bore  South  Weft  by  South,  about  five 
leagues  diftant ; and  I made  no  doubt  that  I fhould  be  able 
to  weather  it.  But  at  one  o’clock,  next  morning,  it  fell  s»turd»jr  19. 
calm,  and  we  were  left  to  the  mercy  of  a North  Eafterly 
fwell,  which  impelled  us  fall  toward  the  land  ; fo  that,  long 
before  day-break,  we  faw  lights  upon  thefhorc,  which  was 
not  more  than  a league  diftant.  The  night  was  dark,  with 
thunder,  lightning,  and  rain. 

At  three  o’clock,  the  calm  was  fucceeded  by  a breeze  from 
the  South  Eaft  by  Eaft,  blowing  in  fqualls,  with  rain.  We 
flood  to  the  North  Eaft,  thinking  it  the  beft  tack  to  clear  the 
coaft ; but,  if  it  had  been  day-light,  we  fhould  have  chofen 
the  other.  At  day-break,  the  coaft  was  feen  extending  from 
North  by  Weft,  to  South  Weft  by  Weft;  a dreadful  furf 
breaking  upon  the  fhore,  which  was  not  more  than  half  a 
league  diftant.  It  was  evident,  that  we  had  been  in  the 
mod  imminent  danger.  Nor  were  we  yet  in  fafety,  the 
wind  veering  more  Eafterly  j fothat,  for  fome  time,  we  did 
but  juft  keep  our  diftanee  from  the  coaft.  What  made  our 
lituation  more  alarming,  was  the  leach-rope  of  the  main  top- 
fail  giving  way;  which  was  the  occafion  of  the  fail's  being 
rent  in  two ; and  the  two  top-gallant  fails  gave  way  in  the 
lame  manner,  though  not  half  worn  out.  By  taking  a fa- 
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D«V>nkiT  voura'’'c  opportunity,  wc  foon  got  others  to  the  yards  > anti 
i — v — -j  then  we  lcfc  the  land  altern.  The  Difcovery,  by  being  at 
l'ome  didance  to  the  North,  was  never  near  the  land ; nor 
did  we  lee  her  till  eight  o’clock. 

On  this  occafion,  1 cannot  help  obferving,  that  I have  al- 
ways found,  that  the  bolt  ropes  to  our  fails  have  not  been 
of  fufficicnt  llrcngth  or  fubftance.  This,  at  different  times, 
has  been  the  fourcc  of  infinite  trouble  and  vexation;  and. 
of  much.cxpcncc  of  canvas,  ruined  by  their  giving  way.  I. 
wifli  alfo,  that  I did  not  think  there  is  room  for  remarking, 
that  the  cordage  and  canvas,  and  indeed  all  the  other  dores 
made  ufe  of  in  the  navy,  are  not  of  equal  goodnefs  with 
thole,  in  general,  ufed  in  the  merchant  fervice. 

It  feems  to  be  a very  prevalent  opinion,  amongd  naval 
officers  of  all  ranks,  that  the  king’s  dores  are  better  than 
any  others,  and  that  no  Ihips  are  fo  well  fitted  our  as  thofe 
of  the  navy.  Undoubtedly  they  are  in  the  right,  as  to  the 
quantity,  but,  I fear,  not  as  to  the  quality  of  the  dores. 
This,  indeed,  is  feldom  tried  ; for  things  arc  generally 
condemned,  or  converted  to  fomc  other  ufe,  by  fuch  time  as 
they  are  half  worn  out.  It  is  only  on  fuch  voyages  as  ours, 
that  we  have  an  opportunity  of  making  the  trial ; as  our 
lituation  makes  it  neccffary  to  wear  every  thing  to  the  very 
utmod  *. 

• Captain  Cook  may,  in  part,  be  right  in  his  comparison  of  fomc  cordage  ufed  in 
the  King’s  fervice,  with  what  is  ufed  in  that  of  the  merchants  j cfpecially  in  time  of 
war,  when  part  of  the  cordage  wanted  in  the  navy  is,  from  ncccffity,  made  by  con- 
traft.  But  it  is  well  known,  that  there  is  no  better  cordage  than  what  is  made  in  the 
King’s  yards.  This  explanation  of  the  preceding  paragraph  has  been  fubjoined,  on 
the  authority  of  a naval  officer  of  diftinguifhcd  rank,  and  great  profcffional  ability, 
who  has,  at  the  fame  time,  recommended  it  as  a ncicfiary  precaution,  that  ihips 
fitted  out  on  voyages  of  difcovery,  Ihould  be  furni filed  with  no  cordage  but  what  is 
made  in  the  King’s  yards  ; and,  indeed,  that  e very  article  of  their  ftoie,  of  every  kind, 
fiioutd  be  the  bed  that  can  be  made. 

As 
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As  footi  as  day-light  appeared,  the  natives  alhore  difplay- 
cd  a white  flag,  which  we  conceived  to  be  a iignal  of  >■ — „ — * 
peace  and  fiiendlliip.  Some  of  them  ventured  out  after  us; 
but  the  wind  frefhening,  and  it  not  being  fafe  to  wait,  they 
were  loon  left  aftern. 

In  the  afternoon,  after  making  another  attempt  to  weather 
the  Eaflern  extreme,  which  failed,  I gave  it  up,  and  run  down 
to  thcDifcovery.  Indeed.it  was  of  no  confequencc  to  get  round 
the  ifland ; for  we  had  feen  its  extent  to  the  South  Eafl, 
which  was  the  thing  I aimed  at ; and,  according  to  the  in- 
formation which  we  had  got  from  the  natives,  there  is  no 
other  ifland  to  the  windward  of  this.  However,  as  we  were 
fo  near  the  South  Eafl  end  of  it,  and  as  the  lead  fliift  of 
wind,  in  our  favour,  would  ferve  to  carry  us  round,  I did  not 
wholly  give  up  the  idea  of  weathering  it;  and  therefore  con- 
tinued to  ply. 

On  the  20th,  at  noon,  this  South  Eafl  point  bore  South,  Sunday  so. 
three  leagues  diftant  j the  fnowy  hills  Weft  North  Weft » and 
we  were  about  four  miles  from  the  ncareft  fliore.  In  the  af- 
ternoon, fome  of  the  natives  came  off  in  their  canoes, 
bringing  with  them  a few  pigs  and  plantains.  The  latter 
were  very  acceptable,  having  had  no  vegetables  for  fome 
days;  but  the  fupply  we  now  received  was  fo  inconftdcr- 
able,  being  barely  fufficient  for  one  day,  that  I flood  in 
again  the  next  morning,  till  within  three  or  four  miles  of  Monday  <■, 
the  land,  where  we  were  met  by  a number  of  canoes,  laden 
with  provifions.  We  brought  to,  and  continued  trading 
with  the  people  in  them,  till  four  in  the  afternoon;  when, 
having  got  a pretty  good  fupply,  we  made  fail,  and  ftretched 
off  to  the  Northward. 


Z a 
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I bad  never  met  with  a behaviour  fb  free  from  referve  and 
fufpicion,  in  my  inrercourfe  with  any  tribes  of  favages,  at 
we  ciperienccd  in-  the  people  of  this  iftand.  It  was  very 
common  for  them  to  fend  up  into  the  fhip  the  feveral  arti- 
cles they  brought  off  for  barter ; afterward,  they  would 
come  in  tliemfelvcs,.  and  make  their  bargains  on  the  quar- 
ter-deck. The  people  of  Otaheite,  even  after  our  repeated 
vihts,  do  not  care  to  put  fo  much  confidence  in  us.  I infer 
from  this,  that  thofc  of  Owhyhec  muft  be  more  faithful  in 
their  dealings  with  one  another,,  than  the  inhabitants  of 
Otaheite  are.  For  if  little  faith  were  obferved  amongft 
tbemfelves,  they  would  not  be  fo  ready  to  trull  ftrangers.  It 
is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  to  their  honour,  that  they  had  never 
once  attempted  to  cheat  us  in  exchanges,  nor  to  commit  & 
theft.  They  underftand  trading  as  well  as  moil  people 
and  feemed  to  comprehend  clearly  the  reafon  of  our  plying 
upon  the  coaft.  For,  though  they  brought  off  provifions  in 
great  plenty,  particularly  pigs,  yet  they  kept  up  their 
price?  and,  rather  than  difpofe  of  them  for  lefs  than 
they  thought  they  were  worth,  would  take  them  afhore 
again. 

On  the  2 2d,  at  eight  in  the  morning,  we  tacked  to  the 
Southward  with  a frefh  breeze  at  Eaft  by  North.  At  noon, 
the  latitude  was  20°  28'  30"  ? and  the  fnowy  peak  bore  South 
Weft  half  South.  We  had  a good  view  of  it  the  preceding 
day,  and  the  quantity  of  fnow  feemed  to  have  increafed,. 
and  to  extend  lower  down  the  hill.  I flood  to  the  South 
Eaft  till  midnight,  then  tacked  to  the  North  till  four  in  the 
morning,  when  we  returned  to  the  South  Eaft  tack  and,  as 
the  wind  was  at  North  Eaft  by  Eaft,  we  had  hopes  of  wea- 
thering the  ifland.  We  fhould  have  fucceeded,  if  the  wind 
4>  , bad 
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.had  not  died  away,  and  left  us  to  the  mercy  of  a great  fwcll,  D^7«^ 
which  carried  us  fad  toward  the  land,  which  was  not  two  ' — 
leagues  diftant.  At  length,  we  got  our  head  off,  and  fome 
light  puffs  of  wind,  which  came  with  fhowcrs  of  rain,  put 
us  out  of  danger.  While  we  lay,  as  it  were,  becalmed, 
feveral  of  the  illanders  came  off  with  hogs,  fowls,  fruit,  and 
roots.  Out  of  one  canoe  wc  got  a goofe ; which  was  about 
the  fize  of  a Mufcovy  duck.  Its  plumage  was  dark  grey,, 
and  the  bill  and  legs  black. 

At  four  in  the  afternoon,  after  purchafing  every  thing: 
that  the  natives  had  brought  off,  which  was  full  as  much 
as  we  had  occafion  for,  we  made  fail,  and  ftrctchcd  to  the 
North,  With  the  Wind  at  Eafl  North  Eaft.  At  midnight,  we 
tacked,  and  flood  to  the  South  Eaft.  Upon  a fuppofition  that 
the  Difcovery  would  fee  us  tack,  the  iignal  was  omitted , but 
fhe  did  not  fee  us,  as  we  afterward  found,  and  continued 
ftanding  to  the  North ; for,  at  day-light  next  morning,  Thurta«y»v 
fhe  was  not  in  fight.  At  this  time,  the  weather  being  hazy, 
we  could  not  fee  far;  fo  that  it  was  poflible  the  Difcovery 
might  be  following  us;  and,  being  pall  the  North  Eaft  part 
of  the  ifland,  1 was  tempted  to  Hand  on,  till,  by  the  wind 
Veering  to  North  Eaft,  we  could  not  weather  the  land  upon, 
the  other  tack.  Consequently  we  could  not  Hand  to  the- 
North, -to  join,  or  bxrk  for,  the  Difcovery.  At  noon,  we 
were,  by  obfervation,  in  the  latitude  of  1 9'  5 s',  and  in  the 
longitude  of  so/  3'  j the  South  Eaft  point  of  the  ifland: 
bore  South  by  Eaft  a quarter  Eaft,  fix  leagues  diftant ; the 
other  extreme  bore  North,  6o*  Weft ; and  we  were  two 
leagues  from  the  neareft  fhore.  At  fix  in  the  evening,  the 
Southernmoft  extreme  of  the  ifland  bore  South  Weft,  the  • . ... 
neareft  fhore  fieven  or  eight  miles  diftant  t fo  that  we  had 

now 
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now  fuccecded  in  getting  to  the  windward  of  the  ifland, 
which  we  had  aimed  at  with  fo  much  perfeverance. 

The  Difcovery,  however,  was  not  yet  to  be  feen.  But 
the  wind,  as  we  had  it,  being  very  favourable  for  her  to 
follow  us,  I concluded,  that  it  would  not  be  long  before  Are 
joined  us.  1 therefore  kept  cruizing  off  this  South  Eall 
point  of  the  illand,  which  lies  in  the  latitude  of  19°  34', 
and  in  the  longitude  of  305°  6‘,  till  I was  fatisfied  that  Cap- 
tain Clerke  could  not  join  me  here.  I now  conjectured,  that 
he  had  not  been  able  to  weather  the  North  Eaft  part  of  the 
ifland,  and  had  gone  to  leeward  in  order  to  meet  me  that 
way. 

As  I generally  kept  from  five  to  ten  leagues  from  the  land, 
no  canoes,  except  one,  came  off  to  us  till  the  28th ; when 
we  were  vifited  by  a dozen  or  fourteen.  The  people  who 
conducted  them,  brought,  as  ufual,  the  produce  of  the 
ifland.  I was  very  forty  that  they  had  taken  the  trouble  to 
come  fo  far.  For  we  could  not  trade  with  them,  our  old 
flock  not  being,  as  yet,  confumed  ; and  we  had  found,  by 
late  experience,  that  the  hogs  could  not  be  kept  alive,  nor 
the  roots  preferved  from  putrefadlion,  many  days.  How- 
ever, 1 intended  not  to  leave  this  part  of  the  ifland  before  I 
got  a fupply  j as  it  would  not  be  eafy  to  return  to  it  again, 
in  cafe  it  (hould  be  found  neceffary.  , 

We  began  to  be  in  want  on  the  30th  j and  I would  have 
flood  in  near  the  lhore,  but  was  prevented  by  a calm  ; but  a 
breeze  fpringing  up,  at  midnight,  from  South  and  South 
Weft,  we  were  enabled  to  (land  in  for  the  land  at  day-break. 

. At  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning,  we  were  met  by  the  ifland- 
ers  with  fruit  and  roots ; but,  in  all  the  canoes,  were  only 
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three  fmall  pigs.  Our  not  having  bought  thofe  which  had  De'c7e^ 

been  lately  brought  off,  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  the  rcafon  of  • , 

this  very  fcanty  fupply.  Wc  brought  to,  for  the  purpofes  of 
trade ; but,  foon  after,  our  marketing  was  interrupted  by  a 
very  hard  rain  ; and,  befidcs,  we  were  rather  too  far  from 
the  fhore.  Nor  durft  I go  nearer;  for  I could  not  depend 
upon  the  wind’s  remaining  where  it  was  for  a moment  ; 
the  fwell  alfo  being  high,  and  fetting  obliquely  upon  the 
fhore,  againft  which  it  broke  in  a frightful  furf.  In  the 
evening  the  weather  mended ; the  night  was  clear,  and  it 
was  fpent  in  making  fhort  boards. 

Before  day-break,  the  atmofpherc  was  again  loaded  with  '779- 
heavy  clouds;  and  the  new  year  was  ulhered  in  with  very  inJay^’. 
hard  rain,  which  continued,  at  intervals,  till  pall  ten  o’clock. 

The  wind  was  Southerly;  a light  brec7.c,  with  fume  calms. 

When  the  rain  ceafed  the  Iky  cleared,  and  the  breeze  frelh- 
ened.  Being,  at  this  time,  about  five  miles  from  the  land, 
feveral  canoes  arrived  with  fruit  and  roots;  and,  at  laft, 
fome  hogs  were  brought  off.  We  lay  to,  trading  with  them 
till  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  ; when,  having  a tolerable 
fupply,  we  made  fail,  with  a view  of  proceeding  to  the 
North  Weft,  or  lee-fide  of  the  illand,  to  look  for  the  Dilco- 
very.  It  was  necellary,  however,  the  wind  being  at  South, 
to  ftretch  firft  to  the  Eaftward,  till  midnight,  when  the 
wind  came  more  favourable,  and  we  went  upon  the  other 
tack.  For  feveral  days  pad,  both  wind  and  weather  had 
been  exceedingly  unfettled ; and  there  fell  a great  deal  of 
rain. 

The  three  following  days  were  fpent  in  running  down  Saturday  s, 
the  South  Eaft  fide  of  the  illand.  For,  during  the  nights  wc  Sllr,Jl7  3- 
ftoodoff  and  on;  and  part  of  each  day,  was  employed  inlying-  M°adj>  ** 
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Friday  j. 


to,  in  order  to  fumilh  an  opportunity  to  the  natives,  of 
trading  with  us.  They  fometimcs  came  on  board,  while  we 
were  five  leagues  from  the  lhore.  But,  whether  from  a 
fear  of  lofing  their  goods  in  the  fea,  or  from  the  uncertainty 
of  a market,  they  never  brought  much  with  them.  The 
principal  article  procured  was  fait,  which  was  extremely 
good. 

On  the  5th  in  the  morning,  we  palled  the  South  point  of 
the  illand,  which  lies  in  the  latitude  of  18°  54' ; and  beyond 
it  we  found  the  coaft  to  trend  North,  60*  Weft.  On  this 
point  (lands  a pretty  large  village,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
thronged  off  to  the  ftiip  with  hogs  and  women.  It  was  not 
poftible  to  keep  the  latter  from  coming  on  board ; and  no 
women,  I ever  met  with,  were  lefs  referved.  Indeed,  it  ap- 
peared to  me,  that  they  vifited  us  with  no  other  view,  than 
to  make  a furrender  of  their  perfons.  As  I had  now  got  a 
quantity  of  fait,  I purchafed  no  hogs  but1  fuch  as  were  fit 
for  fairings  refufing  all  that  were  under  fize.  However;  we 
could  feldom  get  any  above  fifty  or  fixty  pounds  weight. 
It  was  happy  for  us,  that  we  had  Hill  fume  vegetables  on 
board ; for  we  now  received  few  fuch  produftions.  Indeed, 
this  part  -of  the  country,  from  its  appearance,  did  not  feem 
capable  of  affording  them.  Marks  of  its  having  been  laid 
walle  by  the  explofion  of  a volcano,  every  where  prefented 
themfclvcs ; and  though  we  had,  as  yet,  feen  nothing  like 
one  upon  the  illand,  the  devaftation  that  it  had  made;  in 
this  neighbourhood,  was  vifible  to  the  naked  eye. 

This  part  of  the  coaft  is  flieltered  from  the  reigning  winds; 
but  we  could  find  no  bottom  to  anchor  upon ; a line  of  an 
hundred  and  fixty  fathoms  not  reaching  it,  within  the  dif- 
xance  of  half  a mile  from  the  Ihorc.  The  illandcrs  having 
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all  left  11s,  toward  the  evening,  we  ran  a few  miles  down  *77*> 

January. 

the  coaft ; and  then  fpent  the  night  Handing  off  and  on.  » — — * 

The  next  morning,  the  natives  vifited  us  again,  bringing  Wcdccf.  6. 
with  them  the  fame  articles  of  commerce  as  before.  Being 
now  near  the  fliore,  I fent  Mr.  Bligh,  the  Mafler,  in  a boat, 
to  found  the  coaft,  with  orders  to  land,  and  to  look  for  frefh 
water.  Upon  his  return,  he  reported,  that,  at  two  cables 
lengths  from  the  fhorc,  he  had  found  no  foundings  with  a 
line  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  fathoms;  that,  when  he 
landed,  he  found  no  ft  ream  or  fpring,  but  only  rain-water, 
depofited  in  holes  upon  the  rocks ; and  even  that  was 
brackifh,  from  the  fpray  of  the  fea;  and  that  the  furface  of 
the  country  was  entirely  compofed  of  flags  and  afhes,  with 
a few  plants  here  and  there  interfperfed.  Between  ten  and 
eleven,  we  faw  with  pleafure  the  Difcovery  coming  round 
the  South  point  of  the  ifland  •,  and,  at  one  in  the  afternoon, 
fhe  joined  us.  Captain  Clerke  then  coming  on  board,  in- 
formed me,  that  he  had  cruifed  four  or  five  days  where  we 
were  feparated,  and  then  plied  round  the  Baft  fide  of  the 
ifland  ; but  that,  meeting  with  unfavourable  winds,  he  had 
been  carried  to  fome  diftance  from  the  coaft.  He  had  one 
of  the  iflanders  on  board,  all  this  time ; who  had  remained 
there  from  choice,  and  had  refufed  to  quit  the  fliip,  though 
opportunities  had  offered. 

Having  fpent  the  night  (landing  oft’  and  on,  we  flood  Tkurfa>>7. 
in  again  the  next  morning,  and  when  we  were  about  a 
league  from  the  fhore,  many  of  the  natives  vifited  us.  At 
noon,  the  obferved  latitude  was  19*  1',  and  the  longitude, 
by  the  time-keeper,  was  203“  aC>  ; the  ifland  extending  from 
South,  740  Eaft,  to  North,  13’  Weft;  the  neareft  part  two 
leagues  diftant. 
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'779-  At  day-break  on  the  8th,  we  found,  that  the  currents. 

January.  7 * 

' during  the  night,  which  we  fpent  in  plying,  had  carried  us 

Fnuiy  8.  back  Confiderably  to  windward ; fo  that  we  were  now  off  the 
South  Weft  point  of  the  ifland.  There  we  brought  to,  in 
order  to  give  the  natives  an  opportunity  of  trading  with  us. 
At  noon,  our  obferved  latitude  was  19*  1',  and  our  longi- 
tude, by  the  time-keeper,  was  203’  13'  ; the  South  Weft 
point  of  the  ifland  bearing  North,  30”  Eaft;  two  miles 
diftant. 

Satimiay  9.  We  fpent  the  night  as  ufual,  ftanding  off  and  on.  It  hap- 
pened, that  four  men  and  ten  women  who  had  come  on 
board  the  preceding  day,  ftill  remained  with  us.  As  I did 
not  like  the  company  of  the  latter,  I flood  in  Ihore  toward 
noon,  principally  with  a view  to  get  them  out  of  the  fhip ; 
and  fome  canoes  coming  off,  I took  that  opportunity  of 
fending  away  our  guefts. 

We  had  light  airs  from  North  Weft  and  South  Weft,  and 

Sunday  10.  calms,  till  eleven  in  the  morning  of  the  ioth,  when  the  wind 
freflienedat  Weft  North  Weft,  which,  with  a ftrong  current 
fetting  to  the  South  Eaft,  fo  much  retarded  us,  that,  in  the 
evening,  between  feven  and  eight  o'clock,  the  South  point 
of  the  ifland  bore  North,  10J.*  Weft,  four  leagues  diftanr. 
The  South  fnowy  hill  now  bore  North,  14°  Eaft. 

Monday  i«.  At  four  in  the  morning  of  the  nth,  the  wind  having 
fixed  at  Weft,  I flood  in  for  the  land,  in  order  to  get  fome 
refrcfhmcnts.  As  wTe  drew  near  the  fhore,  the  natives  be- 
gan to  come  off.  We  lay  to,  or  flood  on  and  off,  trading 
with  them  all  the  day  j but  got  a very  fcanty  fupply  at  laft. 
Many  canoes  vifited  us,  whofe  people  had  not  a Angle 
thing  to  barter;  which  convinced  us,  that  this  part  of  the 
ifland  mull  be  very  poor,  and  that  we  had  already  got  all 
2 that 
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that  they  could  fparc.  We  fpent  the  12th,  plying  off  and 
on,  with  a frclh  gale  at  Weft.  A mile  from  the  fhorc,  and  — # 

to  the  North  Eaft  of  the  South  point  of  the  ifland,  having  1jcIu  'J  ,u 
tried  foundings,  we  found  ground  at  fifty-five  fathoms 
depth ; the  bottom  a fine  fand.  At  five  in  the  evening,  \vc 
Hood  to  the  South  Weft,  with  the  wind  at  Weft  North  Wefts 
and  foon  after  midnight  we  had  a calm. 

At  eight  o’clock  next  morning,  having  got  a fmall  breeze  w«urf.  13. 
at  South  South  Eaft,  we  fleered  to  the  North  North  Weft,  in 
for  the  land.  Soon  after,  a few  canoes  came  along-fide  with 
fome  hogs,  but  without  any  vegetables,  which  articles  we 
mod  wanted.  We  had  now  made  fome  progrefs ; for  at 
noon  the  South  point  of  the  ifland  bore  South,  86;.*  Eaft ; the 
South  Weft  point  North,  13*  Weft;  the  neareft  fhorc  two 
leagues  diftant;  latitude,  by  obfervation,  18*  j6',  and  our 
longitude,  by  the  time-keeper,  203“  40'.  We  had  got  the 
length  of  the  South  Weft  point  of  the  ifland  in  the  evening; 
but  the  wind  now  veering  to  the  Wcftward  and  Northward, 
during  the  night  we  loll  all  that  we  had  gained.  Next 
morning,  being  ftill  off  the  South  Weft  point  of  the  ifland,  Tlwrrday  i+. 
fome  canoes  came  off;  but  they  brought  nothing  that  we 
were  in  want  of.  We  had  now  neither  fruit  nor  roots,  and 
were  under  a neceflity  of  making  ufe  of  fome  of  our  fea- 
provifions.  At  length,  fome  canoes  from  the  Northward 
brought  us  a fmall  fupply  of  .hogs  and  roots. 

We  had  variable  light  airs  next  to  a calm,  the  following  F*W»y 
day,  till  five  in  the  afternoon,  when  a fmall  breeze  at  Eaft  North 
Eaft  fpringing  up,  we  were  at  laft  enabled  to  (leer  along  fhore 
to  the  Northward.  The  weather  being  fine,  we  had  plenty  of 
company  this  day,  and  abundance  of  every  thing.  Many  of 
of  our  vifiters  remained  with  us  onboard  all  night,  and  we 
towed  their  canoes  aftern. 
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j !Jal'ry  da)'-break  on  tbc  ’6tb>  feeing  the  appearance  of  a bay, 

* ' 1 fent  Mr.  Bligh,  with  a boat  from  each  lhip,  to  examine  it, 

Sjturday  t6.  ...  , _ 

being  at  this  rime  three  leagues  off.  Canoes  now  began  to 
arrive  from  all  parts;  lo  that  before  ten  o’clock,  there  were 
not  fewer  than  a thouland  about  the  two  /hips,  mod  of 
them  crowded  with  people,  and  well  laden  with  hogs  and 
other  produdtions  of  the  illand.  Wc  had  the  mod  fatisfy- 
ing  proof  of  their  friendly  intentions  ; for  we  did  not  fee  a 
linglc  perfon  who  had  with  him  a weapon  of  any  fort. 
Trade  and  curiofity  alone  had  brought  them  off.  Among 
fuch  numbers  as  we  had,  at  times,  on  board,  it  is  no  won- 
der that  fome  Ihould  betray  a thievilh  difpofition.  One  of 
our  vifiters  took  out  of  the  fhip  a boat’s  rudder.  He  was 
difeovered  ; but  too  late  to  recover  it.  I thought  this  a good 
opportunity  to  fliew  thefe  people  the  ufc  of  fire-arms ; and 
two  or  three  mufquets,  and  as  many  four-pounders,  were 
fired  over  the  canoe,  which  carried  off  the  rudder.  As  it 
was  not  intended  that  any  of  the  fhot  Ihould  take  effect,  the 
furrounding  multitude  of  natives  feemed  rather  more  fur- 
prized  than  frightened. 

In  the  evening,  Mr.  Bligh  returned,  and  reported,  that  he 
had  found  a bay  in  which  was  good  anchorage,  and  frefh 
water,  in  a fituation  tolerably  cafy  to  be  come  at.  Into  this 
bay,  I refolved  to  carry  the  fhips,  there  to  refit,  and  fupply 
ourfelves  with  every  refrefhment  that  the  place  could  afford. 
As  night  approached,  the  greater  part  of  our  vifiters  retired 
to  the  fhore ; but  numbers  of  them  requeded  our  permilfion 
to  lleep  on  board.  Curiofity  was  not  the  only  motive,  at  lead 
s<mda/  ,7.  with  fome ; for,  the  next  morning,  fcvcral  things  were 
miffing,  which  determined  me  not  to  entertain  fo  many 
another  night. 
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At  eleven  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  we  anchored  in  the 
bay  (which  is  called  by  the  natives  Karakakooo),  in  thirteen  — * — • 
fathoms  water,  over  a fandy  bottom,  and  about  a quarter 
of  a mile  from  the  North  Ea!t  fhore.  In  this  fituation,  the 
South  point  of  the  bay  bore  South  by  Weft  ; and  the  North 
point  Well  half  North.  We  moored  with  the  dream-anchor 
and  cable,  to  the  Northward,  unbent  the  fails,  and  druck 
yards  and  top-mads.  The  fhips  continued  to  be  much 
crowded  with  natives,  and  were  furrounded  by  a multitude 
of  canoes.  1 had  no  where,  in  the  courfe  of  my  voyages, 
feen  fo  numerous  a body  of  people  aflembled  at  one  place. 

For,  befides  thofe  who  had  come  off  to  us  in  canoes,  all  the 
fhore  of  the  bay  was  covered  with  fpetdators,  and  many 
hundreds  were  fvvimming  round  the  fhips  like  fhoals  of 
fifh.  We  could  not  but  be  druck  with  the  Angularity  of  this 
feene ; and  perhaps  there  were  few  on  board  who  now  la- 
mented our  having  failed  in  our  endeavours  to  find  a 
Northern  paflage  homeward,  lad  fummer.  To  this  difap- 
pointment  we  owed  our  having  it  in  our  power  to  revifit  the 
Sandwich  [/lands,  and  to  enrich  our  voyage  with  a difeovery 
which,  though  the  lad,  feemed,  in  many  refpedts,  to  be  the 
mod  important  that  had  hitherto  been  made  by  Europeans, 
throughout  the  extent  of  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

[r?  Here  Captain  Cock's  journal  ends.  The  remaining  tranfaRioni 

of  the  voyage  are  related  by  Captain  King,  in  the  third  Volume. ] 


END  OF  THE  SECOND  VOLUME. 
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